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e are very happy to select
and release our third issue
on Diplomacy. This subject
area is that quintessential
subtle element shaping for-
eign affairs, which determines the way we see
the world for the better or worse. Hence, this
issue would like to convince you that Diploma-
cy is the art of communicating foreign affairs.

WHEN THINKING ABOUT the term “diplomacy”,
one is inclined to believe that it only has rel-
evance in the political realm. An institutional
toolkit for people speaking officially on behalf
of elective representatives of the general public.
Today, diplomacy can represent any politi-
cal discussion. Governments use diplomat-
ic approaches with one another, with orga-
nizations, and even some organizations take
a diplomatic approach in their line of work.

IN THIs EDITION, we see how diplomatic efforts
are used by a group of nations to fight climate
change (page 35), how a nation sets out to im-
prove its transportation infrastructure (page
56), firsthand accounts of people working in
or for Swedish diplomacy and several exam-
ples highlighting the foreign affairs of Africa.

TEAM

As wE HAVE already taken strides into 2016, we can
observe the year will get interesting as it unfolds.
The British referendum on their EU membership,
the Syrian peace process, the ongoing refugee cri-
sis in Europe. In all of them, diplomatic efforts be-
ing employed to the extreme to solve the situation
for the best outcome benefitting all parties. It is
not a mere skill, but even an art, to communicate a
point of view that represents a solution best for all.

Wishing you a Fruitful Spring,
Arttu Ndrhi & Saahil Waslekar
Editors-in-Chief
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PRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS

t seems as though the new term has just begun, when
in reality we are well into March and the coffee ma-
chine at the UPF office has been running hot for sever-
al weeks. With the coffee come the weekly committee
meetings, to which were added several new members
after our Get Active-meeting in early February. Whether you
have just joined our association or have been a part of it for
sometime, we welcomeyou to another eventful year with UPF!

Wirrh tHE NEw Year, our association has begun working on
this year’s theme “Grassrooted Peace” - a subject that we
wish to shed light upon through lectures, articles in our
Magazine and Webzine, radio shows and through our trav-
el committee’s anticipated trip to Lebanon this spring. We
are also currently in the process of giving our website, up-
flund.se, a makeover with the help of our new project group
- the fruits of which we hope to share with you all before
the end of this term. We have also begun the important pro-
cess of updating our by-laws in order to have them reflect
the progresses made in our association over the past years.

THESE UPDATES AND changes notwithstanding, UPF will con-
tinue to provide you with the largest discussion forum in
Lund with regard to foreign affairs, with the possibility to
engage yourself in any of our eight committees. We look for-
ward to meeting you at our upcoming events, and we hope
that you enjoy the first issue of Utrikesperspektiv in 2016.
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WORLD BRIEF

ARTTU NARHI

The World on the US Election

he United States is locked in the mid-
dle of one of the most dramatic (if not,
at least the loudest) presidential race
in history. With incumbent Barack
Obama stepping down after his sec-
ond and final term, his successor from the demo-
cratic side would at present seem to be his former
Secretary of State Hillary Clinton. On the rival side,
the Republican primary race has been dominated
by businessman Donald Trump. Obama already
has expressed his disbelief of Trump winning the
final race, The Guardian reports. Yet there have
been varying reactions from around the world as to
who should be the president elect this November.

AMERICA’S SUPERPOWER RIVAL Russia seems to have
mixed feelings on the matter. NPR interviewed
Moscow residents, whom all expressed dislike for
both Clinton and Trump. As for the government’s
stance, CNN quoted Putin saying Trump is a highly
talented and bright person. Trump in turn has said
he would get along with the Russian President.

USA’s otHer HisToric adversary, China, is also
following the race closely. The Washington
Free Beacon quoted a Chinese Foreign Ministry
spokesperson reaffirming China’s and America’s

910HAdYUO(T :030Y

joint role in safeguarding world peace and hoping
the US would conduct responsible relationship
building in the future. The Foreign Ministry has
not commented on Trump’s hard stance on China.

It 1s cLEAR all around that Trump leads in global
headlines just like in his home country. Having
him as one of the primary points of political con-
tact between your nation and the USA must seem
like an intimidating and unpredictable situation.
For now, careful vague comments might do the
trick, but as the race draws closer to November, na-
tions have to plan their foreign political approach
carefully if a Trump presidency looks likely. ®

Important Campaign Dates

Now -> June 14th - Primaries & Caucuses

July 18th-21st - Republican National Convention
July 25th-28th - Democratic National Convention
Sept. 27th, Oct 9th & 19th - Presidential Debates
Oct. 4th - Vice Presidential Debate

Nov. 8th - Eletion Day




Brexi

-

fter renegotiating terms of the
UK’s membership in the EU, Brit-
ish Prime Minister David Camer-
on announced the United King-
dom European Union Membership
Referendum or “Brexit” Referendum to be
held on the 23rd of June, 2016. The Brexit (de-
rived from the words British Exit) vote is a sim-
ple in-or-out referendum on whether the Brit-
ish public feels they should remain in the EU.

THE ARGUMENTS FOR and against a potential Brex-
it range from political, to economic, to matters of
principle. The Guardian reports BMW-owned
Rolls Royce reached out to its British employees
warning of adverse Brexit effects on the compa-
ny’s ability to employ e
people in the event of g
an Brexit becoming re-
ality. Conversely, one
study has shown a re-
striction on EU work-
ers would lead to an
increase in UK wages.
This was even admitted by the leader of the pro-
EU campaign Lord Rose, The Telegraph reports.

Photo: Garry Knight

THE Brexrt DEBATE has renewed hopes and fears of
Scottish independence again. With Scotland vot-
ing to remain in the UK
in 2014 with the prom-
ise of more devolved
powers to the Scottish
parliament, the coalition
government of the time
failed to deliver on this
promise. As a result, the
Scottish National Party
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swept 53 out of 56 Scot-
tish MPs in the 2015 par-
liamentary election. The
BBC reports Scotland’s
First Minister Nicola
Sturgeon reiterating the
SNP’s commitment to
Scottish independence,
and in the event of a
Brexit, she would see an-
other independence ref-
erendum on the horizon.

Photo: Number 10/flickr

Nort ALL EFfFEcts of an
exit would be limited to Britain, one of the larg-
est British trading partners, Ireland, is due for a
massive impact if the UK would vote to leave.
Financial Times reports that the Irish con-
cerns of not only complicating trade to the UK,
but worries of Brexit undoing decades of work
to bring peace in Northern Ireland could be-
come a reality. The close ties between the Re-
public of Ireland and Northern Ireland and the
elimination of a physical border between the
nations has been a key in this development.

ALL IN ALL, the referen-
dum has split the Brit-
ish public completely.
The issues around it
are multilayered, and a
high amount of ratio-
nal and emotional rea-
soning can be found to

Photo: NHS Confed./flickr support both sides. ®
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OUR MAGAZINE IN 1966

CHRUSJTJOVS FALL |
SOVIJETISK PRESS

Sovjetunionens forste statspen-
sioniir har nyss firat jubileum som
sadan. Ett ar har gitt sedan Chrusjt-
jov ersattes av Brezjnev som partile-
dare och Kosygin som regeringschef.
Med anledning hérav kan det kan-
ske vara av intresse att undersdka
hur palatsrevolutionen i Kreml kom
till uttryck i den inhemska pressen.

en forsta aningen om att

nagot var i gérningen fick

Moskvaborna den 15 ok-

tober genom att Izvestija

inte kom ut som vanligt
pa eftermiddagen. Pa& morgonen den
16 tillkdnnagav sa Pravda, att “kamrat
N.S. Chrusjtjovs anhallan om Dbefri-
else fran aliggandena som KPSS:s CK:s
forste sekreterare, medlem i KPSS:s
CK:s presidium och ord forande i SSS-
R:s ministerrad beviljats av KPSS:s CK.
Samtidigt meddelades att till ny forste
sekreterare valts L.I. Brezjnev. Omedel-
bart under detta sexspaltiga tillkinnag-
ivande redogjordes pa trespalters bredd
for Hogsta Sovjets presidiums sam-
mantride. Enhilligt (f.6. ett ord, som
saknas i meddelandet fran CK) god-
kinde presidiet Chrusjtjovs ansékan
om avsked fran posten som ordférande
i ministerradet, och lika enhilligt
utsags Kosygin till hans eftertridare.

UNDER MANADEN DAREFTER pagick utan
tvekan en mer eller mindre hiftig mak-
tkamp bakom kulisserna i Kreml. En
noggrann tidningsldsare kunde ligga
mirke till att namnen pa vissa per-
soner inom parti- och statsledningen
forekom alltmera séllan i Pravda och
Izvestija. Den 18 november kom ett
nytt meddelande fran ett CK-samman-
tride. Den noggranne tidningslisar-
en konstaterade att de flesta av dem
som omndmnts mera séillan under den
gangna manaden nu aterfanns bland
dem som avsatts fran sina befattningar
inom CK eller dess presidium. Sam-
mantridets viktigaste beslut var vil
annars undanréjandet av en tidigare
uppdelning av partiapparaten pa det
lokala planet i en jordbruks- och in-
dustrigren. Genom denna samman-
slagning fick de nya ledarna mojlighet
att rensa ut Chrusjtjov-trogna par-
timedlemmar ocksa pa ett ligre plan.

INoM DEN SOVJETISKA tidningsvirlden
medforde Chrusjtjovs fall personskifte
pa chefredaktorsstolen bade for Prav-
da och Izvestija. Daremot fick chefen
for den tredje (efter parti- och stat-
shierarkin) maktfaktorns officiella
organ, krigsmaktens Krasnaja Zvez-
da, sitta kvar. Detta kan ses mot bak-
grund av den publicitet den avsatte
diktatorn brukade fa i de tre tidning-
arna. Bade i relativa och absoluta tal
hade hans namn forekommit mycket
mindre i den tidning som fick behal-
la sin chefredaktor efter maktskiftet.



DETTA INTIMA sSAMBAND mellan maktha-
vande och propagandachefer framgar
ocksa av ett annat forhallande. Under
en 14-dagarsperiod i maj 1964 (alltsa
nér Chrusjtjov tycktes sta pa hojden av
sin bana) férekom namnen pa chefer
for olika propagandamedel sammanlagt
84 ganger i de tre tidningarna Pravda,
Izvestija och Krasnaja Zvezda. Under
en lika lang period i november 1964
(alltsa nir Chrusjtjov stortats) om-
ndmndes samma personer endast fyra
ganger och dédrav Chrusjtjovs svirson
Adzjubej’s namn tva ganger i samband
med att denne miste sin plats i CK
pa grund av ”i arbetet begangna fel”
(Savitt man vet dr han f0. den ende
som i pressen blivit direkt beskylld for
att ha begatt fel under Chrusjtjovs tid).

&6 DEN
MODIFIERADE

INSTALLNINGEN
TILL STALIN KUNDE
UTLASAS UR DET
FAKTUM ATT HANS

NAMN DOK
UPP ALLT MERA
SALLAN |

TIDNINGSSPALTERNA

DEN ANTYDDA METODEN med att rikna
namn for att sedan analysera de sif-
fror som kommer fram, limnar en del
intressant resultat (férutom det re-
dan nimnda med propagandachefer-
na). Salunda avspeglas partipresidiets
storre beroende av CK under manaden
nidrmast efter palatsrevolutionen - se-
dan CK medverkat till att storta sin
forste partisekreterare — i det forhal-
landet att antalet publicerade namn pa
CK-ledamoter 6kade under november-
perioden medan presidiemedlemmar-
na fick mindre publicitet. Den modi-
fierade instéllningen till Stalin kunde
utldsas ur det faktum att hans namn
dok upp allt mera séllan i tidningsspal-
terna. De ideologiska ldrofidernas
(Marx, Engels och Lenins) frekvens
tydde pa att de nya ledarna kinde be-
hov av att bygga under sin nyvunna
stillning med ideologiska argument.

DE ovan NAMmNDA skillnader, som den
noggranne tidningsldsaren kunde iakt-
taga mallen tidningarna fran Chrusjt-
jovs glansdagar och tidningarna fran
tiden nirmast efter hans fall, var knap-
past mirkbara for den vanlige ryssen.
Han lade sikert mérke till at Chrus-
jtjovs namn forsvunnit (i maj hade
det namnet stétt att ldsa ca 35 ganger
i varje nummer av Pravda), men for
ovrigt var kontinuiteten mera i6gon-
fallande. Det normala omfanget pa
tidningarna var fortfarande fyra sidor,
de tva parallellt 16pande kampanjerna
for “kemisering” och 6kad kvalitet pa
industriprodukter fortsatte manader
framat och pressens roll som kollek-
tiv agitator, propagandist och organ-
isator” var oférindrat den samma. @

Av: Ola Martensson

(1966. Utrikesnytt: Organ for Utrike-
spolitiska Féreningen i Lund, 5(1), pp.
13-14)

Photo: Caleb Kimbrough
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JOHANNES ERNSTBERGER, ETHIOP

Beyond land-grabbing and geopolitics, the role of
Chinese investments in East Africa is multifaceted
and ambiguously received by locals. Addis Ababa’s
brand-new metro network shows.

ast Africa and Ethiopia

have seen plenty of Chi-

nese investments and Ad-

dis Ababa is no exception.

The cordial relationship
with the East Asian giant had its pre-
liminary diplomatic peak in 2012 when
the Chinese government generously
financed the construction of the new
African Union Headquarters in Addis
Ababa. The impressive complex, in-
cluding the highest building in the Ethi-
opian capital, was donated to the Afri-
can Union as a gift from China. While
criticised internationally, China’s grow-
ing involvement in the region has also
produced a number of interesting infra-
structural developments which could
turn out to be improvements locally.

“TuE CHINESE BUILD everywhere here.
Everywhere”, a local student ex-
plains. He says he has seen the city

change during the 6 years he’s been
living here. “Look at any of the con-
struction sites around here and you
will see some Chinese billboards”.

THE LATEST ADDITION to Chinese infra-
structure investments in Ethiopia is the
Addis Ababa light train, a commuter
train that connects the Far East of the
city with the West and the South. Its
two lines combined, stretch over near-
ly 35 kilometres, opening in Septem-
ber and November 2015, respectively.
In Western media, the light train has
been acknowledged as the “first met-
ro of Sub-Saharan Africa”. Built by
the China Railway Engineering Cor-
poration (CREC), financed through
a loan from China’s Exim Bank and
operated by Shenzhen Metro Group,
there is not much ‘Ethiopian’ about
the light train, except for its location.

Downtown Addis
Ababa with the
new metro line in
operation. Author’s
own photo.



ney, the tickets are just sli

expensive than the minibus trans
system, which the train seeks to com-
plement. Generally, the affordability of
the train is agreed upon by many Ethio-
pians and on-board, there seems to be a
wide range of different income classes.

£€ THE TRAIN
SYSTEM IS THE
FIRST MAJOR

STEPIN THE

GOVERNMENT'S
EFFORTS TO FREE

TS NATIONAL
CAPITAL FROM

TRAFFIC CHAOS

THERE ARE OTHER issues that leave some
Ethiopians reluctant to use the train.
“Although it has been proved to be the
safest and fastest way of transportation
Ido not feel secure to use it so soon,” Gi-
ram, a retired public servant remarked
shortly after the network was opened.
This concern relates to a general dis-
trust in Chinese construction work, as
David* explains: “Some of the Chinese
constructions are just of poor quality, so
theydon’thold verylong, but the railway
seems to be okay. I use it sometimes.”

the platform, cross the highway under-
neath and climb up the numerous stairs
on the other side again. Alternatively, as
many locals do, you just cross the rails.

NEVERTHELESS, THE METRO iS tremen-
dously popular. Around 200,000 peo-
plecuse the network daily. Trains are
packed during any time of the day and
while looking down at the traffic jams
on the highway below, you understand
why. “I think it’s good that they built it.
Addis needs more public transport and
this company was willing to build it, so
we should be grateful” Salomon*, alocal
mechanic, explains. “Chinese compa-
nies seem to be the only ones interest-
ed in building something here”. Kefi*,
another student, says that he is very
positive towards the new train. Still, he
finds it almost comical that it is entirely
Chinese. "If you look at it, you will see
that even the drivers are Chinese”, he
exclaims, followed by a short laughter.

FINALLY ON THE train myself, I am greet-
ed by an onboard television, broadcast-
ing short informative clips about the
accomplishments and excellence of the
China Railway Engineering Corpora-
tion (CREC). As the doors close, a mid-
dle-aged man next to me crosses him-
self hastily and looks up to the roof for a
short prayer. For many locals, it seems,
the benefits overweigh the costs. @

Flag: Wikimedia Commons
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HYEON-SOO JEON, SOUTH KOREA

Where is South Kore

In 2017, middle and high school students are going to study
Korean history with a single, government-issued history
textbook. Although the government says it is the way forward
to achieve pride of Korean history, current critics show that it
might prevent the appearance of diverse perspectives of seeing

the past among students.

t was when I was work-
ing as an intern at
UNESCO Bangkok last
year that one of my col-
leagues came and told
me that there is a very interest-
ing project called ‘Promoting
intercultural dialogue and a

Chung-hee Park

- President (1963-79) of the Re-
public of Korea (South Korea)

- Joined the new South Korean
army after Korean independence
and rose through the ranks.

- Was in 1961 member of the
military junta that overthrew the
civilian government. Became chair-
man of the junta government and
was in 1963 elected president.

- Amended the constitution twice
(1969, 1972) in order to gain
almost unlimited power.

- Although his government aided
economic progress by emphasizing
export-oriented growth, it became
more dictatorial over the years
through (increased) cencorship,
political repression and torture of
political prisoners.

- In Aug., 1974, Park’s wife was
killed during one of the several as-
sassination attempts against him.

- Park was killed in 1979 by the
head of the Korean Central Intelli-
gence Agency.

Source: The Columbia Encyclope-
dia, 6thed.| 2015

12.

culture of peace in South-East
Asia through Shared Histories’,
which aims to promote a bal-
anced historical perception by
developing history education re-
sources with the final purpose of
incorporating them into coun-
tries’ formal education system.

It was THE Korean government
which positioned itself as the
biggest funder of this project.
When asked about the moti-
vation of this funding, the gov-
ernment said that they saw the
critical importance of a project
that will accommodate diverse
perspectives and interpretations
of seeing history in the region.
However, this is quite ironic,
considering how the Korean
government is now working to-
wards promoting Korean histo-

ry.

MippLE AND HIGH school stu-
dents are expected to use a sin-
gle history textbook issued by
the Korean government from
2017. It was 3rd November last
year when the bill for rewrit-
ing a Korean history textbook
had been passed in the National
Assembly. The poll conducted
showed that already 99 per-
cent of Korean historians and
educators declared themselves
against this bill. Nonetheless,
the current president of South
Korea, Geun-hye Park, says that
students need history education
which can inculcate in them

Photo: Jong-sik Baek




heading?
eading?
a pride for the country and balanced ter and her known long-held respect
historical awareness. According to the. toward her father, this point gains
centre-right government, the current ground. And, more seriously, the Kore-
seven history textbooks used in schools. an government is now repeating their
are too left-leaning. position in revealing who will partic-
ipate in rewriting the textbook. As the
THERE ARE SOME countries which are  current textbooks are left-biased, as
‘using only government-issued history = they said, the uneven composition of
textbooks, including North Korea, Srii  writers could be very problematic as it
Lanka, Mongolia, and Vietnam. South: might not reflect diversity in terms of
Korea was one of them before. The pre-' points of views on Korean history.
vious president Chung-hee Park who
came into power through a 1961 coup = ALTHOUGH EDUCATION IS important in
and maintained his control until 1979, every country, there is no doubt that
initiated the use of a governmenbis-ball Koreans think of education as the

sued history textbook at that time. Duegelfirst priority in their lives. That parents .’1 1
‘to many shortcomings, the 2003 admin-"%,spend more than half of their salary ed-| “ » !
# 1 listration shifted to a system of severalg lucating their children is one example 1
authorized history textbooks published§ of illustrating this. Coincidentally, Ko-
by private companies, which gave his- #yrean history will start to be one of the
IR tory educators freedom to choose their ) mandatory subjects in the universi
teaching resources. entrance exams exactly when the ne _* 1

history textbook is to be used in schools j'- 5 L

in 2017. | -
frigy
IN My HOME country, South Korea, more .

than 70 percent of high school gradu-
ates advance to college every year. In
other words, for students, history ed- |

IMIANY CRITICS CURRENTLY start from the
BSpoint that going back to the past indi-.
cates that a government-issued history
textbook will whitewash past disgrac-=
es, for instance, describing Chung-hee;
| Park’s long dictatorship as a revolution.
(M Considering the fact that the currentgiucation in schools will be the primaryf
(Bpresident is Chung-hee Park’s daugh- source of knowing our history like I ex-#
o r " « “perienced it before.

v A R s s

T THERE IS NO}
DOUBT THAT ALL!
KOREANS THINK OF
EDUCATION AS THE
FIRST PRIORITY IN
THEIR LIVES

FORTUNATELY, THERE ARE many techno-
logical sources to get to know histo
ynowadays except for school education,
b HOwever, questions remain on whethe
using a single government-issued text-
book is the only way to help people to
have pride in their country’s histo
and balanced historical perspectives. ®




FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

LOVISA PRAGE, MEXICO

ZAPATISTA COMMUNITY

To the right, "the chil-
dren of the corn”, as
the Mayan people are
often referred to, re-
sisting neoliberalism.
To the left, Emiliano
Zapata, leader of the
Mexican  revolution
in 1910, decisively
posing with a Che
Guevara T-shirt.

AN

Utrikesperspektiv reporter Lovi-
sa Prage gives an insight to the in-
digenous Zapatista communities in
Chiapas, Mexico. Having been vic-
tims of brutal oppression since the
Spanish Empire, their autonomy
from the Mexican state is a unique
story of anti-capitalist resistance.

few hour bus ride from

San Cristobal de las Ca-

sas in midst of the green

lush mountains leads you

to the gates of Morelia. It
is one of the centers for indigenous au-
tonomy in Chiapas, the place that sym-
bolizes indigenous people’s resistance
worldwide. Next to a large portrait of
Emiliano Zapata, leader of the Mexi-
can revolution in 1910, is the entrance
to what could be called another Mexi-
co. Like the sign by the side of the road
reads, we are now in Zapatista territory,
and “here, the people govern and the
government obeys” When we arrive
it is the day before Christmas Eve and
me_preparations have started for
nual New Year’s party. The cel-
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ebration lasts for three days, for both
the beginning of 2016 and the 22nd
anniversary of the Zapatista uprising.

THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE in Chiapas, con-
stituting around a third of the state’s
total population, have been subjected
to marginalization and violence since
the time of Spanish colonialism. In a
society where corruption, discrimi-
nation in public health system, police
violence and abusive judicial practic-
es against these groups in particular
are common, the situation became
fatal when Mexico’s neoliberal poli-
cies initiated in the 1980’s. The facili-
tation of land privatization meant in-
creased land dispossession and forced
displacement of small-scale farmers.

ON THE Ist oF January 1994, the day
when the North American Free Trade
Agreement was implemented, the
Zapatista Army of National Libera-
tion, an armed group of Mayan peas-
ants, rebelled against the government
by occupying four towns. A list of de-
mands regarding justice, peace and
liberty for the indigenous people was
declared, which were negotiated in
peace talks with the government in
1996 but remained unfulfilled. After
years of calling for a change, the Zapa-

- tistas stopped waiting for the Mexican

government and started building their
own in 2003. Autonomous municipal-
ities were formed around five politi-
cal centers, called caracoles (transla-




tion: shells). Every caracol has a Junta
de Buen Gobierno (Council of Good
Government’) as well as autonomous
schools and health clinics, admitting
anyone for free. The caracol of More-
lia is in charge of seven autonomous
municipalities, most of them in areas
where the indigenous language Tseltal
dominates, the second most common
indigenous language in Chiapas. Oth-
ers speak Tsotsil or Tojolabal, all usu-
ally assigned to the category 'Maya’.

ENTERING THE sMALL building of the
autonomous government, the Other-
ness of the Zapatista political system is
quickly felt. While most governments
sit in large congress buildings, both
geographically and socio-economically
remote from the people they supposed-
ly represent, this one consists of wom-
en and men, many of them very young,
who are out carrying bags of corn yields
one minute, making decisions in the as-
sembly the next. The political structure
is built on rotation between communi-
ty members, who are elected by their
community every third year, sometimes
at the age of 16. The council is divided
into several teams, staying at the caracol
for one week at a time. If the communi-
ties are unhappy with any of the council
members, he or she can be replaced and
re-election is normally not permitted.

THE GOVERNMENT COUNCIL is one of the
spaces where the importance of gender
equality in the autonomy project be-
comes evident. In fundamental ways,
the Zapatistas break with the com-
mon narrative of development, where
women of the Global South are to be
empowered by NGO’s of the global
North. Starting from the declaration
of the Women’s Revolutionary Law
claiming equal rights between men and
women in 1994, the rebellion of indig-
enous women against patriarchy has
played an essential part in the struggle.
Apart from women’s active and obvi-
ous roles in government councils and
other charges, there is a clear differ-
ence between autonomous communi-
ties and government controlled areas
to be seen on household level. Gender
dynamics in the villages slowly but
steadily change as women are elect-
ed chairpersons and the men increas-
ingly have to take care of the home.

ScHOLARS AND AcTIVISTS have for years
been trying to understand the “Zapa-
tismo” and there is a lively discussion
on how their autonomy should be con-
ceptualized. Spending this Christmas

Left: "Work of ants”
shows how cooper-
ation and collective
efforts by many small
forces results in large
achievements.

Right: The impor-
tance of education
and health is central
to Zapatista autono-
my, here colorfully ex-
pressed on the build-
ing of the Council of
Good Government.

§6THE WORK OF A ZAPATISTA
CARACOL HIGHLIGHTS THE
ABSURDITY OF THE WESTERN
DEVELOPMENT PARADIGM




Liberty, Justice and
Democracy - three of
the main objectives
of the zapatistas de-
clared in the uprising
of 1994.

and New Years in this autonomy gives
an insight into the everyday effort that
underlies this project. Making tortillas
with the Zapatista women, talking to
education promoters, the members of
the good government, learning Tseltal
songs with the elder’s council, there
is one thing that particularly lingers
in my mind after the last cup of coffee
has been finished by the logfire - the
importance of collective work. While
other communities around Chiapas
are experiencing large divisions and
conflicts around religion, political af-
filiation, paramilitary terrorism, drug-
and alcohol related violence, cooper-
ation and organized work is crucial
for the Zapatista system to continue.

OPPOSED TO ANY utopian romanticiza-
tion of this other Mexico, building an
autonomous society is difficult. Con-
tributing with your share to the organi-
zations work sometimes means leaving
your family and work for a week. But
it also means having a social environ-
ment where your needs are fulfilled
in a dignified way, where you can af-
ford to be absent from work in la mil-
pa, the cornfield, when you are sick,
and where you do not need to depend
on a system that discriminates you.

MAINTAINING THIS ORGANIZATION outside
of the official system is not easy. The
Mexican government’s strategy to con-
trol the Zapatistas seems to be continu-
ously taking new forms. Ten years ago
the strategy consisted of militarizing
the communities, but in recent years
the efforts have become more subtle.
Many villages that were previously

Zapatista supportive, have been divid-
ed since the government started hand-
ing out packages in exchange for loyalty
and absence from organizing, a count-
er-insurgency currently taking the
form of wide screen televisions. None-
theless, despite the official change in
policy, paramilitary organizations have
been constantly present, attacking an-
ti-government mobilization violently.

SEEING THE WORK of a Zapatista caracol
highlights the absurdity of the West-
ern development paradigm. The rural,
the indigenous, the communal, usually
considered backward and tradition-
al in the language of modernization
and development, is in fact an arena
where one of the most concrete and
progressive anti-capitalist alternatives
has been constructed. After ten days
of experiencing the Zapatista auton-
omy up-close, it is clear that it is not
a utopia, or even an end in itself, but
an experimental process, departing
from the priorities of the community
and based on practice. It can be seen
in the hands that start making tortillas
at 5 in the morning, tirelessly nour-
ishing the collective work on a daily
basis. It is in the organically and com-
monly grown beans for breakfast and
the pozol, the corn porridge, at noon.

JusT LIKE NoBODY knew that this ’oth-
er’ society would exist by the time a
group of indigenous peasants revolt-
ed against the government 22 years
ago, nobody knows its final destina-
tion. What is certain is that the path
on which the women and men in the
autonomous communities of Chiapas
are walking is a learning-by-doing pro-
cess which no one has done before,
constituting an important and unique
inspiration for what alternative forms
of organizing society can look like. @
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As flowers begin to blossom in Sweden, revolutions and social movements
continue to bloom across the Middle East and North Africa. The uprising will
change the region forever but will also impact life and business in Sweden.

Stay informed by following CMES Reports or by attending our public seminars
for comprehensive analysis on the Middle East and North Africa
www.cmes.lu.se - facebook.com/cmeslund
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The Power of Language

Refugees, migrants, asylum-seekers—there are many terms for people who
are forcefully migrating. But their exact meanings differ and they matter.
Looking at respective terms in other languages reveals that nuances in their
connotations are highly political and their usage often need to be reconsid-

ered and criticised.

he Economist’s cover page
in February 2016 head-
ines “How to manage the
migrant crisis” . Sounds
like a nice hands-on per-
spective; only the vast majority of the
arriving people to Europe in 2015 and
2016 can technically be considered
refugees, not migrants - a vital differ-
ence, both in legal and moral terms.

DrpLomAcy EXTENDS TO our daily lives
when it comes to language, especially
when using terms for a certain group of
people. Labelling members of society in
a specific way has implications. During
the ongoing “asylum debate”, a whole
bunch of words potentially depict-
ing the same group of people pops up.
Let’s shed light into this word jungle.
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INTERNATI’ONAL LAW OFFERs official legal

cen dpﬁnltively evah}at

%r-forced migration. Ac-

cor to the UNHCR definitions an 3
eker is someone ‘who 'says’-»
refugee, but whose clalm' <

for giv- <
ing shelter. \{
APART FROM
THAT, the V! J
term migrant ,
describes any oth- N
er kind of migration
movement, mostly for more -
€2
voluntary reasons, such as the
wish to improve future pros- /2
pects. Consequently, this :
word equally applies
to international stu-
dents in Lund, the
retiring Swedish
couple in Spain,
but also to the farm-

Africa who can
enough due to d
only difference|
ter does not hav




Inspiration for the
image was drawn
from the song ‘Run-
ning’ by IAMX (2009)
Image: Sabbian

Paine

migrant, or Wirtschaftsfliichtling (eco-
nomic refugee) in German, as apply-
ing for asylum is the only passage-way
into Europe. The fine line between
voluntary and forced migration is al-
most impossible to draw in all cases.

THE SITUATION GETS prob-
lematic when
these exact
legal terms

are used
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HCR compared the media reporting on
the “refugee crisis” in five European
countries. The researchers noticed a
difference in  the used terminology: in
Spain, Italy and Britain equivalents of

—

migrant dominated
Sweden mostly sp
asylum seekers - a dif
fluences the whole disc
ely the arriving p




the flight one episode in the human’s
life. Secondly, borrowing the English
term refugee gets more and more pop-
ular, a word which emphasizes the goal
and reason of the migration, namely the
refuge, whereas all German words con-
ceptualize the flight movement itself.

REVEALING A RATHER opposite politi-
cal milieu, the term Asylant still yields
32.000 Google hits only last year - a
bureaucratic term from the early 1970s,
which established itself as a clearly
scornful and derogatory alternative
for asylum-seeker. It still made its
way into the common discourse (1980
into the standard dictionary with a
neutral meaning), with the implied
contempt obviously growing pale.

LooKING INTO OTHER languages reveals
more nuanced terminology for forced
migration. In Sweden the terms nyan-
ldnda (newly arrived) alongside flykting
(refugee) give the discussion a rath-
er positive tone. The Finnish words
turvapaikanhakija (lit. safe-place-seek-
er, asylum-seeker) and maahanmuutta-
ja (lit. into-the-land-mover, immigrant)
describe the circumstances very literal-
ly. The list can even be continued when
going through the history of forced
migration. Germans arriving from the
former settlement areas in Eastern Eu-
rope after World War IT were called ref-
ugees and expellees in West Germany,
while being resettlers and new citizens
in the GDR - two clearly different rem-
iniscences of the reasons of migration.




66 | OOKING INTO
OTHER LANGUAGES
REVEALS MORE

NUANCED

TERMINOLOGY FOR
FORCED MIGRATION

AL THE ExAMpPLEs above demon-
strate the variety of political impli-
cations and connotations vocabu-
lary can have. Using a certain term
often says more about the speaker
than about the described person.

LINGUISTICS AND PSYCHOLOGY have
shown that language and thinking in-
tersect. The structure of our language,
the way it divides our experiences into
concepts, determines the lines along
which we structure the world around
us. One of the most outstanding theo-
retical approaches to this, named after
its inventors, is called the Sapir-Whorf
hypothesis of linguistic relativity. It
claims that a given language’s struc-
ture influences if not determines our
worldviews and cognition - a con-
structionist and relativist approach
to the role of language in society.

OF COURSE, ALL our social actions are
based on our thinking. Hence, labelling
a group of people, stigmatising them
with a certain concept, gives ground to
certain attitudes and actions towards
them. Each specific term has a specif-
ic detailed meaning with connotations.
Language and discourse are capable of
forming our experiences and feelings.
Thus, vocabulary is political. Recent-
ly, Al Jazeera editor Barry Malone put
the relation of language and thinking

in the discussion about forced migra-
tion as potentially dehumanising into
these words: “It is not hundreds of
people who drown when a boat goes
down in the Mediterranean, nor even
hundreds of refugees. It is hundreds of
migrants. It is not a person - like you,
filled with thoughts and history and
hopes - who is on the tracks delaying
a train. It is a migrant. A nuisance*

AL THE ExampLEs show that our lan-
guages’ expressions have semantic
careers shaped by the discourse they
are used in. Words developed in cer-
tain environments with certain mean-
ings and connotations - which tend
to be forgotten. Critical initiatives to
examine and criticise patterns in vo-
cabulary need to be taken seriously.

So, THeE Economist should maybe re-
consider if headlining “the migrant
crisis” adequately covers what they are
reporting about. Labelling refugees as
migrants deprives them of the basic hu-
manrightofreceivingshelter. Language,
thinking, feeling and acting go hand in
hand - a consequence worth consid-
ering when the labelling of groups and
their humane treatment are at stake. @

By: Philipp Seuferling
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SAMTALMED EN

DIPLOMAT

Klockan ir 8.30 en frostig februarimorgon. Min mentor, Catherine von Heidenstam, meddelar
smétt bedrévat att hon dessviirre inte kan komma ihag sitt 1senord till Skype. Varav var intervju
tas over telefon medan jag frenetiskt antecknar ner en minst sagt imponerande karriér.

Foto: www.vlada.cz Fotogalleri

atherine och jag blev
ihop matchade genom
UPF:s  mentorskapspro-
gram och detta ir forsta
gangen vi talas vid. T sy-
ftet att fa en personlig inblick i vad
arbetet som diplomat innebdr bor-
jar jag med att fraga Catherine kring
hennes yrkesval och livserfarenheter.

DET HELA BORJADE under
70-talet ddr virlden spént fol-
jde utvecklingen i Vietnam.

”Det var en tid nir utrikesfragar var in-
tressant och levande, svarar Catherine
nér jag fragar hur det kom sig att hon
valde att bli till diplomat och fortsitter,
jag hade list juridik och det stod mel-
lan advokatyrket eller internationella
rittsfragor. Da fanns det ingen un-

dervisning i ménskliga rittigheter
men under min tid i Bryssel fick
jag studera Europaritt samt prakti-
sera vid Europeiska Gemenskapen.”

»PA miN TID fanns det nagot som hette
Aspirantprogrammet, dir man tillsam-
mans med fjorton andra fick utbildas
under tva ar pa UD. Jag var av dessa
femton antagna ensam tjej och UD var
en mirklig miljo att komma till men
likasa spannande. Jag fick chansen att
praktisera med OECD i Paris och se-
dan pa Dagens Nyheter i Stockholm, da
jag var intresserad av att bli journalist
forstar du, likasa var det nyttigt fér en
diplomat att forsta sig pa pressfragor.”

CATHERINE BLEV EFTER programmet an-
stilld av UD 1971 och har sedan dess
varit verksam diplomat. Hennes forsta
positionering blev i 1983 i Hanoi, Viet-
nam, som tio ar efter kriget beskrevs
av henne som fattigt och restriktivt.
”Man var tvungen att fa tillstand for
att limna staden. Men i landet fanns
en kdmparanda och Sverige betrak-
tades som vidnner och man hade gott
utvecklingsarbete. Sida tog initiativ
for fiskeskola och sjukhus samtar-
betade med politiska- och handels-
fragor, samtidigtsom man bjod in
Vietnameser for utbildning i Sverige. ”

UNDER SINA AR har Catherine varit verk-
sam i Paris, New York, Genevé, Hels-
ingfors, Tunis, Prag och mellan turerna
hemmavid i Stockholm. Jag fragar hur




det dr att flytta runt sa pass mycket,
varav hon svarar; ”Man blir van vid att
anpassa sig och med nyfikenhet kom-
mer man langt. Mest spidnnande var
det helt klart att arbeta i New York
och Prag. De frimsta egenskaperna
man ska ha #r nyfikenhet och en 6p-
penhet att vilja ldra sig, det dr vik-
tigast att visa sig som diplomat”

Jac GAR 1IN pa genus och Cather-
ine berdttar att det frimst &r i un-
dantagsfall hon  behandlats an-
norlunda pa grund av sitt kon.
“Det var i Tunis, dir man eft-
er middagen hade koénsuppdelade
rum. Mina manliga kollegor gick
till sitt och deras fruar till ett an-
nat. Jag foljde med mina kolle-
gor, da man diskuterade arbete.
Detta var speciellt i Tunis, vid FN i New
York eller Prag var det ingen skillnad.
IWienkundedetibland varaspecielltatt
vara kvinnlig diplomat, for det var inte
vanligt. Det var ganger man fick klargora
att man inte var sekreterare pa ambas-
saden utan diplomat, medger Cather-
ine, men jag stod vil ut pa andra sitt,
sasom att jag cyklade till ambassaden
och sadant, siger hon och skrattar.”

Jac GAR Over till hennes arbete och
fragar vilka fragor hon anser viktigast
i internationella sammanhang, vil-
ka hon direkt svarar vara minskliga
rittigheter och demokrati, “Fragor-
na #dr alltid mer eller mindre rele-
vanta beroende pa vart man ir. Jag
blev utnimnd som ambassador for
ménskliga réttigheter, vilket var bade
spiannande och frustrerande. Minsk-
liga rittigheter ir mycket mer fram-
tridande idag dn var de var pa 80-talet.
Under hela denna period har man ar-
betat mycket for att fa fram och utar-
beta manga konventioner som vi har
idag. Rollen innebar att man ledde del-
egationer som férhandlade om nya res-
olutioner och konventioner. Ater igen
ir det platsbundet, nir jag akte med
Anna Lindh till Turkiet lyfte vi ett fall
dir en person blev satt i fingelse for att

ha frimjat kvinnofragor. Man arbetar
utifran landet och inte pa grisrotsniva.”

VIDARE BERATTAR CATHERINE
om svarigheten i hur man som
visterlindsk diplomat skall forhal-
la sig till kritiken som ménskliga rét-
tigheter far. Nidmligen om att vara
ett nytt sitt for véstvirlden att im-
plementera egen moral och virde-
ringar i resterande virldsdelar.
"Man skall inte anvinda minsk-
liga rittigheter som vistvirldens
leksak. Det handlar om att motas
och att visa Oppenhet. Bara for det
skall man inte ge efter grundlig-
gande virderingar, betonar hon”

£6 MAN SKALL
INTE ANVANDA

MANSKLIGA

RATTIGHETER SOM
VASTVARLDENS

LEKSAK

INTERVJUN BORJAR LIDA mot sitt slut
och jag passar pa att fraga Catherine
kring hennes syn pa diplomatin och
dess fordndring samt hennes egna tan-
kar kring diplomatlivet; "Den tekniska
utvecklingen har fordndrat diploma-
tin otroligt, svarar hon och fortsitter,
men oavsett denna utveckling &r det
mest givande med diplomatyrket att fa
arbeta med fragor som man intresser-
ar sig bist med. Samt att fa uppleva
sd manga ldnder och ménniskor” @

Av: Sandra Jakobsson

25.



26.

Iran’s President Hassan Rouhani Yttt ol etz

As the West congratulates itself on the success of
the Iranian nuclear deal, Iran focuses on economic
diplomacy as a pathway to becoming an influential
international player.



elations between Iran and the

West have not been the most

cooperative since the re-in-

stalment of the Shah in 1950s,

he Islamic revolution in 1979,
and recent Iranian advances in nuclear
development. However, the diplomatic
success of 2015 in reducing Iran’s nucle-
ar capabilities demonstrates the success
of diplomacy in a region where diploma-
cy seems a quixotic mirage. This January
saw the lifting of a decade long economic
sanction which prevented both Iran and
the West from the prosperity of trade.
However miraculous the achievement in
Geneva last September may have been,
future relations between the two sides
remain contingent on the economic rela-
tions that can be forged in the aftermath.

Economic DIPLOMACY 1s more than merely
promoting trade between countries and
regions in a broad sense; it is promoting
trade that would lead to greater involve-
ment of all parties. For instance invest-
ing in long-term infrastructure projects
that requires sharing resources and sup-
ports wider commercial development,

Photo: altogetherfool/flickr

UK Chancellor George
Osborne

freeing up visa applications and pro-
cesses, as well as engaging with com-
merce through cultural considerations.

WITHIN ITS REGION, no other popula-
tion possesses the greatest potential for
prosperity and development as the peo-
ple of Iran. The country has 80 million
inhabitants that are endowed with a
well-educated middle class, a stable gov-
ernment and basic law and order. But
economic sanctions as well as fluctuat-
ing oil prices have offered little respite
in terms of prosperity for the Iranian
people, with joblessness and inflation a
concern for many Iranian households.

THE LIFTING OF sanctions in January
will release an initial $70 Billion of a
total $120 Billion to be lifted in accor-
dance to complying with terms agreed
in the Iran nuclear deal. With such a
vast sum to hand, Iran is keen to en-
sure that it is able to extract all it can
from business deals in order to pro-
mote cordial relations, as well as boost-
ing the standard of living of its people.

PresipENT RouHANPs TRIP to Italy and
France in January, the first such Euro-
pean trip by an Iranian President in 17
years, announced a whole host of new
contracts and arrangements. Contract-
ing France’s rail company, Alstom, for
developing rail connections in Iran,
and construction companies for ex-
panding Tehran’s international airport.
As well as spending $18 billion on Ital-
ian oil and construction companies.

PeruAPs A siGN of Iranian optimism
for cordial relations is the purchase
of 118 of France’s Airbus jumbo-jets
for $17 Billion to replace its fleet of
30-year-old jets operated by many Ira-
nian air operators. Currently the fleet
is uncertified from flying in European
Airspace due to safety fears as such,
lack of point-to-point European des-
tinations has reduced the capacity for
travel - both business and pleasure.

27.
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THESE PRELIMINARY DEALS highlight
revitalised trade between it and the
West, with the UK Chancellor George
Osborne mulling a possible trade
visit before the end of the year. As
well as Germany seeking to estab-
lish deeper ties through such visit,
for instance the Vice Chancellor and
former Chancellor Schroder making
separate visits alongside representa-
tives of Germany’s leading business.

HOWEVER REVITALISING THESE deals may
seem, diplomatic protocol between each
side remain in its infancy. The French
and Italian visits by Rouhani were sub-
ject to diplomatic headaches; France
refused to serve a halal and non-alco-
holic state dinner - cancelling it. And
Italy covering the century’s old, but
ubiquitous nude statues that clutter the
Campidoglio Museum in Rome, much
to the outrage of proud Italians. The
UK’s inertia to issue visas for the Irani-
an delegation ahead of the London Oil
Summit resulting in cancelling it for the
fourth time. As for the Iranians, Euro-
pean distaste at its human rights record
continues to mar each diplomatic effort.

For THE EuroPEAN business commu-
nity, Iranian investment is welcomed,
albeit with some caution. Europe-
an banks remain sceptical to trade in
Iran partly due to fluctuating oil pric-
es coupled with wholesale slump in
demands. As well as many European
Banks with a US presence wary of Iran
due to American non-nuclear sanc-
tions. As the US congress still debates
and amends the Nuclear Deal along-
side the appropriate sanctions, Europe
was able to capitalise on this delay by
lifting sanctions in rapid succession,
facilitating Iranian investment and
trade before the US could compete.

For PresipENT Rounant and moder-
ates alike, the lifting of the sanctions
provides the opportunity to modernise
Iranian politics. February marks the
crucial legislative elections, in which

Iranians will elect deputies for the
house of experts; which in turn elects
the supreme leader. The current su-
preme leader Ali Khamenei, has ac-
knowledged that such an election
might take place in the forthcoming 8
year term in the likelihood of his death.

As Iran EnTERs new diplomatic rela-
tions with the West, it reminds itself of
the assertiveness needed in protecting
its status as well as promoting the nec-
essary economic development its peo-
ple so desperately need. And so, unlike
its famous export of Persian rugs, Iran
remains one economy which the West
will continue to tread light upon. @

By: Thomas M. Rogerson

Germany's former ChancellorGerhard Schroder Bt ntEI e il



Thailand’s
Foreign

Policy

at sunset. Being

one of the largest
cities in Asia, it is also
transforming into a
commercial hub with
a bright future.
Image:
d26b73/flickr
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Identity

nd Role

S

The role of idea, identity and self-percep-
tion play a key determining factor in foreign
policy preferences and this is apparently
clear in the case of Thailand’s foreign policy.

narguably, most foreign policy

makers have held on to an or-

thodox view of realist assump-

tions on power calculation logic

where the self-interested state
maximizes material power and relative
gains, whether it be military or econom-
ic prowess for survival in an anarchical
world. Bamboo diplomacy categorizes
the essential nature of Thailand’s for-
eign policy which entails a logic that
a medium-sized state, Thailand, seeks
to accommodate and balance major
powers’ influence. This assumption
however tells us half a story of what
happens in social realities where the
role of idea, values, self-perception and
identity plays an indispensable role
which are imperative in shaping world
views of the state, policy choices and

importantly determining foreign policy
preferences. Thailand’s active foreign
policy in the last two decades, in fact,
derives from these ideational factors.

THE RISE OF a modern nation-state under
the Westphalia system in 1648 was amo-
mentous change not only in the North-
ern Hemisphere but also the Southern
Hemisphere. For Asian states, like Siam,
former name of Thailand, the key im-
petus at that time was, ‘how’ to remain
relevant in the international system.

THE Tua1 Kine and elites adjusted do-
mestic structures and reformed insti-
tutions by ‘westernizing’ bureaucratic,
educational systems and the military,
in order to catch up with the West.




Twis PERIOD saw Thailand’s ‘self” con-
struction as a ‘modern’ nation-state.
The term siwilai in English, ‘civilized’,
is used to portray Thailand’s self-per-
ception. This was supplemented with
a colonial past in which Thailand
managed to escape from Western
colonialism. This allowed for Thai
elites to perceive that the Siamese na-
tion-state was superior and more civ-
ilized in comparison with her ‘other’
neighbours who were under West-
ern control. In this sense, Thailand’s
self-construction also ties up with a
nationalist sentiment. This national-
ist sentiment has also been captured
in three official institutions: Nation,
Religion (Buddhism) and Monarchy.

LASTLY, THE GEOPOLITICAL Vision pro-
vided by Thailand’s engagement with
Western powers, especially in Western
demarcation of Thailand’s territorial
boundaries, and its strategic location
during the Cold War has helped shape
national identity and regional relations.

THAILAND PROJECTS HER regional aspi-
rations at the sub-regional level in the
mainland Southeast Asia through var-
ious sub-regional frameworks. These
frameworks include the launch of the
Quadrangle Economic Co-operation
(QEC), which is currently subsumed
under the Grater Mekong Sub-region
(GMYS), inclusive of CLMV countries
and China’s two Southern provinces.
Thailand is also part of Ayeyawady-
Chao Phraya-Mekong Economic Co-
operation (ACMECS) and the Bay of
Bengal Initiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Coopera-
tion (BIMSTEC) which brings main-
land Southeast Asia countries to
meet with South Asian neighbours.

THAILAND ALSO PLAYS a larger role at
the regional level as being a founding
member of Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN) which has cur-
rently transformed to become ASEAN
Community. Moreover, Thailand per-

ceives herself as a ‘coordinator’ thus
projecting her international profile
with the initiative to establish a coop-
erative framework known as Asia De-
velopment Cooperation (ACD) which
aims to include likeminded countries
from within Asia. Currently, under the
buzzword of sustainable development,
Thailand projects her role under her
self-conception as a ‘bridge-builder’
under the chairmanship of the Group
of 77 (G-77), the largest group of de-
veloping countries in the United Na-
tion system. This global level also
sees Thailand attempting to enhance
this role in the bid for a non-perma-
nent seat in the United Nation Secu-
rity Council for the term 2017-2018.
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DEVELOPMENT DIPLOMACY IS the main
diplomatic - tool Thailand has been
utilizing to project her role since the
end of the Cold War. Thailand’s as-
piration, to being a regional leader at
the sub-regional level in the mainland
Southeast Asia is built upon a devel-
opment paradigm under the so called
South-South Cooperation, emphasiz-
ing her constructive role as a develop-
ment partner with the aim to reduce
development gaps between countries.

Basep oN THE claim that Thailand is
equipped with an understanding of
political, economic and socio-cultural



Thailand’s involve-
ment in international
organizations visu-
alized in a Stacked
Venn-diagram.
Author’s own image.

contexts of her neighbours and her per-
ception of being economically advanced
in comparison among other neighbours,
Thailand employs development diplo-
macy to provide technical and financial
assistance to neighbouring countries
including ‘hard’ infrastructure devel-
opment projects such as road, bridge
and rail link and ‘soft’ infrastructure
including human development, health
care and agricultural skills. What
makes Thailand eager to perform such
regional leadership role in the sub-re-
gional frameworks rests on the critical
transformation of Thailand from a re-
cipient country to an emerging donor.

SIGNIFICANTLY, LOOKING AT Thailand’s
foreign policy discourse, one can find
two core ideas that Thailand has been
hard selling. First is the concept of ‘con-
nectivity’. This idea is not only based
on economic rationale, but also on her
identity as the geopolitical center in
the mainland Southeast Asia where
she perceives herself as the ‘hub’ of
the Asian connectivity. This core idea
has been sold hard not only to the
sub-regional frameworks of GMS, AC-

MECS and BIMSTEC but to the re-
gion wide framework of Asia Cooper-
ation Dialogue (ACD) where Thailand
projects her role as the coordinator.

THE seEconDp Key idea that Thailand
has been hard selling is that of the
‘sufficiency economy’ under His Maj-
esty the King and his Royal Patron-
age. This idea not only disseminates
regionally through development as-
sistance but also globally under the
current chairmanship of G77. In this
global context, Thailand projects her
role as being a ‘bridge-builder’, not
only among countries in the South
but also in North-South Cooperation.

IN THis RESPECT, Thailand employs the
idea of sufficiency economy and propos-
es to share it as an ‘alternative’ develop-
ment approach proclaiming it is in line
with the sustainable development goals.
Owing to the three pillars of modera-
tion, reasonableness and self-immunity,
Thailand claims to have survived after
the Asian Financial Crisis, also having
succeeded as a resilient country amidst
the recent global economic crisis.

CHALLENGES LIE AHEAD for Thailand’s
self-image and role projection. Domes-
tic politics and turmoil during the last
decade shadows Thailand’s image inter-
nationally. This image has been hit hard
by recurrent change in governments,
and subsequent policy incoherence and
inconsistency in her role projection at
various levels. This has also been the
core concern of Thailand’s foreign pol-
icy at the moment. Thai ambassadors
and diplomats have been working hard
to reassure the international communi-
ty that Thailand is moving ahead firmly
and has capacity to perform a construc-
tive role in all levels of cooperation.

By: Varintorn Thanvichien
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INTERVIEW

SIR GRAHAM WATSON

Photo: Sir Graham Watson

THE CLIMATE PARLIAMENT

Sir Graham Watson is currently Gibraltar’s Representative to the European Union and is also a
member of the European Economic and Social Committee. The multi-lingual M.E.P held a seat
representing south west of England and Gibraltar from 1994 to 2014. As of today, besides politics,
a series of private consultancies balance his time. Although, more specifically, Utrikesperspektiv,
Lund talks with Sir Graham, the co-founder of The Climate Parliament.

By :Saahil Waslekar




What is Climate Parliament
and how was it formed?

It is the brainchild of Nicholas
Dunlop, a New Zealander. He
travelled a lot as his father was
a diplomat. He decided very
early on that he was interest-
ed in peace issues. He coor-
dinated the launch of the Six
Nation Peace Initiative which
involved Indira Gandhi and
various other leaders. Later he
set up his own environmen-
tal NGO called Earth Action.

When I became a member of the
European Parliament in 1994, 1
used to get many bits of paper

He said that he had managed to
get some funding for research
from USA, Sweden and other
countries. The time was 1996-97.
We decided to meet up and had
a detailed conversation. At the
end of which we decided to set
up what we called the e-parlia-
ment. At that time people were
beginning to use electronic com-
munication. We figured if at that
point in time we could actually
have a real time online discus-
sion, among the legislators of
the world, on different global
issues, it would be interesting.
We got together with a couple
of other parliamentarians and
we set this up. The issues back

biggest contributor to climate
change is fossil fuels, so if we
can start campaigning against
fossil fuels it would make most
sense. At the moment my main
role, as Honorary Chairman
of the Climate Parliament, is
fund-raising. We organise hear-
ings all over the world and have
people employed in about 15
countries: China, India, Ban-
gladesh, Sri Lanka, Morocco,
Jordan, Senegal, Peru, Chile,
Bolivia, Argentina and others.

We work cross party through
carrying out and executing
programmes. Most of our pro-
grammes are about raising

&6 POLITICS IS NOT WHAT PEOPLE
DO OR WHAT HAPPENS BUT HOW
THEY JUSTIFY THEIR REACTIONS

on my desk. For a while T had
been receiving post from an or-
ganisation called Earth Action.
They sent me briefings which
stood out because they were
very concise and well presented.
One day, I rang the guy who was
sending it and told him that if
ever he was in Brussels I would
have an interest in meeting with
him. Dunlop said that he would
be most glad to meet although
at that moment was thinking of
starting a new project. The idea
was for a global on-line parlia-
ment. I found that interesting,
since his analysis of the need for
a global parliamentary forum
was very close to my own ideas.

then were about Millennium
Development Goals, fighting
HIV, poverty and others. After
4-5 years, as the network kept
growing, we noticed that peo-
ple were really interested in
climate. While we were never
successful in finding funding
for many of the other issues,
we were successful in finding
funding for climate. So we called
it the Climate Parliament and
concentrated on climate issues.

More recently, we have nar-
rowed down to one pivotal
function, which is the transi-
tion from fossil fuels to renew-
able energy. Our view is that the

awareness among elected offi-
cials and then supporting those
elected officials to pursue cli-
mate issues within their parlia-
ment. Itisnotagame changerbut
is making useful contribution.

What is the role of Climate
Parliament in helping Eu-
rope achieve its goal of 27%
renewable energy by 2050?

We do not play as much of a role
in Europe as we should. Taking
one step backward one should
know why we work with leg-
islators. Government leaders,
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however much determina-
tion they have, will need par-
liamentary backing for their
policies. In the end, parlia-
ments decide budgets and
policies and that is the reason
why we work with legislators.

In Europe most of our activity
has been in the European Par-
liament rather than national
parliaments. The reason for this
is that energy policy and climate
policy is determined more at
European level than at national
level. It is an area which is dis-
puted and over the last three
years member states have gone
back to having their own ener-
gy policy rather than agreeing
on a common energy policy.
This is the big fight going on at
the moment between member
state capitals and Brussels, as to
who is in charge of energy and

Photo: Justin Elliott

climate policy. But until three
years ago all of the develop-
ments were at European level.

The other reason we do not fo-
cus very much on national par-
liaments in Europe is because
there is already a high level of
awareness of climate. The num-
ber of people to be helped as a
result of our work is not likely
to grow very much. Whereas
when working with legislators
in Tunisia or Morocco, where
there are much lower levels
of awareness, we can make a
lot of progress very quickly.

While working with legis-
lators, is it more to do with
awareness or building an inte-
grated environmental policy?

It is to do with getting things
done and yes, it has got to be in-

tegrated. Our thesis is that we
need a Global Energy Internet,
where we are able to produce
renewable energy in places
where it is most efficient, with
solar in the deserts of the world
and wind energy near the poles.
If we laid high voltage direct
current (HVDC) electricity ca-
bles around the world we could
transport energy from the places
where the sun is shining to plac-
es where the sun is not shining
because it is night. At the mo-
ment the only advantage fossil
fuels have is the distribution
system. If there is a good distri-
bution system for electricity one
does not need fossil fuels. These
days it is relatively inexpensive
tolay a cable, also we have the in-
frastructure. The cable industry
also creates a lot of jobs, thus it is
advantageous. On a macro scale,
demand and supply needs to be




balanced and through smart grid
technology, input stations and
electricity storage facilities it
can become a current day reality.

Finally, keeping above chal-
lenges in mind, with whom
do legislators hold hands
in order to gain support
for their views and ideas?

There are three things that can
fundamentally change the pro-
cess of governance. In Western
Europe, one of them is the legit-
imate role of civil society. The
second is the rapid development
of communication technology
and rising levels of education
and I think the third is the prog-
ress being made in transparency
in governance. Sweden is a very
good example. These three de-
velopments have made it much
easier for people to control

government. Although the big
problem for Europe is that peo-
ple are still thinking in national
silos, whereas the challenges we
are facing are supra-national.

In my view, what is most inter-
esting about politics is not what
people do or what happens but
how they justify their reactions.
In other words, what arguments
they use to support those. You
can always look at any society,
at any stage in human develop-
ment and you can see the un-
derlying economic, sociological
drivers of change. Then you look
at how the people who want to
induce this change, argue in fa-
vour, it is what messages they
use, how they argue why some-
thing is necessary. That gets to
the heart of human identity. ®
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THE LAST COLONY OF AFRICA
AND THE FAILURE OF DIPLOMACY

For 40 years the Sahrawi people
have been stuck in a limbo, as the
diplomatic process have stalled and
perished due to the parties blind-
ly seeking their own interests.

he colonial times being a
period in history that most
recognize as morally ab-
horrent, the tale of West-
ern Sahara is one that you
might be surprised to hear of in this day
and age. The large region south east of
Morocco and north of Mauritania was
first made a colony of Spain in 1884,
and, although it today is in the hands
of a new master, it is still occupied.

It was N 1975, 15 years after the UN had
adopted a resolution to grant indepen-
dence to all colonized countries, that
the neighboring Morocco started to
show interest in the area, and, due to the
turmoil in the dying days of the Fran-
co-era, it ended up being relinquished
to them. This happened even though
international courts had dismissed
the Moroccan claims as illegitimate. A
Western Saharan independence move-
ment, Front Polisario, had been created
a few years before, and violent conflict
ensued in the following years. Moroc-
co built a literal sand wall filled with
land-mines, stretching 2700 kilome-
ters, to keep the resistance away. Most
of the people that ended up outside the
wall were forced to relocate to refugee

camps in south western Algeria, where,
today, there still lives between 50.000
and 100.000 people, depending on
who supplies the numbers. This is also
where Polisario has set up a govern-
ment-in-exile, the Sahrawi Arab Dem-
ocratic Republic (SADR), that is still
waiting to be allowed on their own turf.

In1991, A UN backed peacekeeping mis-
sion led to a cease-fire, which was sup-
posed to be followed by a referendum in
which the Sahrawi people would vote
on whether they wanted to form an
independent state or become a perma-
nent part of Morocco. This referendum
was planned for 1992, but as of today
the plan have still not been realized.

Since 1991, THEN, the struggle for in-

§6THE SAME

NARRATIVE THAT

ISFOUND ALL
THROUGH THE
HISTORY OF

COLONIALISM




Refugee camp in Tin-
douf, Algeria, where
alarge part of the
Sahrawi people live
since the Moroccan
occupation.

dependence has gone on by way of
diplomacy, but the process has yet to
display any prominent results. Many
rounds of negotiations between Polis-
ario and the SADR and Morocco have
gone by without any conclusions. It
is easy to see why Morocco clings to
the region, it being the same narrative
found all through the history of colo-
nialism; Western Sahara has among
the worlds richest phosphate reserves,
and its fishing waters are very fertile.

SINCE THE BORDER is not fully definitive,
and because so many have lived in the
Algerian refugee camps for so long, the
two sides have not been able to agree
on who should be eligible to vote in the
referendum. Neither side will accept a
population that will make them lose.
As nothing has happened in 25 years,
despite the UN being there to broker
the negotiations, one cannot call this
anything but a failure of diplomacy.

TURNING TO ANOTHER story, in a differ-
ent part of the world, a clue regarding
the failure might be found. On Jan-
uary 15th this year, the Swedish gov-
ernment made the statement that they

Photo: European Commission DG ECHO

will not recognize Western Sahara
as a sovereign state. This choice can
shine some light as to why the road
to independence is such a slow walk.

THE OFFICIAL REASON given for the de-
cision was that the situation in the
country is not stable enough, and that
the SADR does not have full control of
its territory. However, this was quick-
ly refuted by several Swedish experts
on international law. It is also partic-
ularly strange considering the quite
similar situation of Palestinian state-
hood, which the Swedish government
choose to recognize in 2014. But what
really gives this argument, and by ex-
tension the whole decision, its foul
stench is the hypocrisy: not only is a
majority of the parliament in support
of recognition, but the Social Demo-
crats, now in government, decided at
their party congresses in both 2009 and
2013 that they would recognize SADR
sovereignty, should they take office.

WHERE, THEN, MIGHT the truth of this
diplomatic turn lie? The investigation
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leading up to the decision has been
made confidential, but the number of
Moroccan delegations visiting Swe-
den last year gives a hint that a fair
share of strong-arming has taken place.
Sweden is seeking a spot as a non-per-
manent member of the UN Security
Council, and for this it will need the
vote of France. With the close knit re-
lations between France and Morocco,
and the fact that France supports the
Moroccan occupation, this by exten-
sion means that Sweden is at Moroccan
mercy for the council spot. In addition,
the building of several IKEA stores in
Morocco was recently shut down, and
Morocco has repeatedly refused to
accept the return of several hundred
Moroccan orphans currently living in
Stockholm. These reasons, however
shallow they might seem, are the best
guesses as to why the Swedish govern-
ment failed to realize their promise.

ALTHOUGH A SWEDISH recognition by it-
self would not give Western Sahara its
independence, it could, seeing that not
one western country currently supports
them, prove to be the tipping point. In-

ternational pressure on Morocco and
the UN is essential if the Sahrawi peo-
ple, whom for forty years have lived
without a functioning political system
and thus even basic civil rights, is to
gain freedom from their occupiers. The
lack of it is what constitutes the diplo-
matic failure, and what keeps the half
million Sahrawis’ in limbo. It is clear
that on the hierarchical list of diplomat-
ic priorities scarcely populated areas in
Africa fall far behind, even if it is con-
trary to the democratic and moral ideals
the western powers so highly praise. ®

By: Tobias Adolfsson

Photo: Nicolas Raymond

The flag of the Sahra-
wi Arab Democratic
Republic.



ASINKING nation

With the continuing effect of glob-
al warming, the island nation of
Kiribati is about to be engulfed
by the rising sea. As a result, it
is trying to prevent a situation,
seen by some, as being inevitable.

ow does a country act
and react when it is
about to disappear from
the face of the earth?
One such nation is Kiri-
bati, an island state of around 100,000
inhabitants, consisting of 33 small is-
lands in the Pacific Ocean. Finding
an answer to the question, especially
through immediate action is of rising
interest to Kiribati. According to Presi-
dent Anote Tong, known international-
ly for his concern and interest in find-
ing climate solutions for the island says
that it will most likely be swallowed
by the sea, by the end of this century.

As A CONSEQUENCE, the country has been
given a significant role in international
climate diplomacy and its government
has spent the last decades trying to
sway international debate in their fa-
vour. During climate talks in Paris, for
instance, Kiribati and other small island
nations pushed for maximum tempera-
ture not to cross 1.5 degrees, instead
of the currently promised 2 degrees.
Such a change according to President
Tong is needed “if we are to be given a
chance”. Nonetheless, such a push re-
sulted in a meeting with Obama to dis-
cuss more aggressive climate measures.

Bur even wrthH this strong influence,
strangely enough, Tong remains pes-
simistic. In a recent interview with
TIME magazine where he claimed
that at this point reducing emissions
“really does not matter” and even if

Photo: Department of Foreign Affairs and Trade/flickr.

future climate talks succeed in reduc-
ing carbon emissions the country will
still face enormous negative effects.
In about five years it has been spec-
ulated that a portion of the island’s
inhabitants will be forced to migrate
because of rising sea levels. The only
partial solution to exist would consume
enormous resources that the state can-
not provide and even with a technical
solution people will be forced to move.

At THE MOMENT, the government is
working on two options: first, they
have bought 20 square kilometres of
land in nearby Fiji as an emergency
exit and second, Japanese engineers
and representatives from the United
Arab Emirates are being consulted in
order to build artificial islands if need-
ed. However, both these alternatives
and the technical solution prevent-
ing further negative effects require
the nation to access resources they
don’t have. With this background,
the country’s climate policy is slowly
shifting from preventing global warm-
ing to giving poorer countries such as
itself the resources to deal with the
consequences of climate change. A
sad indication lurking in the deep wa-
ters of the Pacific Ocean is that, for
some, the fight against climate change
might have already been decided. @

By: Rickard A. Wahlhammar

Anote Tong, slightly
dissapointed,
contemplating the
prospects of his
nation.
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3 Zambla is experlencmg one of its | brink of a debt crisis according to the =~
1\, worst droughts in a long time. A cli- | IMF. This situation is leaving no one
' mate issue which not only sparked | unaffected with increased food prices &
| the start of enforced load shedding’s, | and high inflation. The media shows *

but also stirred an ongoing political | that no one is ready to take responsi-

chaos and an economical crisis. bility for the situation. The report men-
tions the action taken by President Lun- [}
gu, who, in previous year proclaimed a
national day of fasting and prayer in or- |
der to solve the situation, giving an out-
sider the vision of a populistic leader
who’s lacking the necessary solutions.

t was the 2™ of January and
the rain which was supposed
to have fallen in October were
still drying out Zambia and
its neighboring countries in
its absence. The temperature were
pushed to an unusually high degree
and made a heat sensitive Swede like
myself really reconsider my choice
of destination. According to statistics
the country is now experiencing one
of its worst droughts in a long time.

Zawmgia 1s A landlocked country with a
landmass almost double that of Swe-
den, bordered by ten countries. In 2010,
it was estimated to be one of the fast-
est economically reforming countries |
in Africa by the World Bank. It is the |
home of great national parks and the

IN A meport recently pubISHEIRIN the world’s largest waterfall, Victoria Falls

Swedish Embassy in Lusaka, it was
shown how the drought had played a
crucial role in the country’s econom-
ic crisis. The lack of water had led to
grave consequences for their main
power station, a hydroelectric power
dam on the Zambezi River. Last sum-
mer the country found it all but drained
out of power. The river level had nev-
er been so low. The President enforced
scheduled load shedding in order to
save what was left to avoid consequenc- ¢
es on the copper mines, the country’s
main export revenue. However, the
country’s economy has been suffer-
ing even without the energy crisis.

e

TAKING ON THE serious role of tourists, |
our group decided to take a swim in the 25
Devil’s Pool, located on top of the falls. £
This natural beauty is the country’s §
main attraction, although astonishing,
it is also an unavoidable proof of the on-
going drought and drainage shown in &
the Zambezi River. The river, being the ~
fourth longest in Africa, is not only the &

=

- HOWEVER, THE COUNTRY’S economy is
__ suffering even without the energy cri-
," sis. The international price of copper o
has fallen putting the country on the ;
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to electrical power loss

country’s main water resource but also
the provider of hydroelectric power. A
resource which until recently not only
provided the Zambians with subsidized
electricity but also made up an import-
ant proportion of the country’s exports
together with the copper mines. How-
ever, due to various factors, the previ-
ously taken for granted resource has
now more or less dried out forcing the
President to import energy from Turkey
at a monthly cost of 18.2 million dollars.

“A WEAK REGULATOT sitting between two
puppies drinking milk from the same
saucer” were the words of the former
Zambian interim President Guy Scott
when he described the situation of the
dam last year. The dam has for a long
time supplied both Zambia and Zim-
babwe and its usage is now strongly
criticized for being both irresponsi-
ble and wasteful. During my visit, load
shedding was scheduled for at least
2-3 hours per day, including the state
line area being the home of the Presi-
dent and ministers. “No one is spared,
not even myself,” President Edgar Lun-
gu said “I know how it feels to come
back home and find that there is no
electricity, or to see children who can-
not do their homework because there
is no electricity”. The Kariba dam is
estimated to need three years of nor-
mal rain to regain its natural level.

THE REPORT STATES that the Swedish
Embassy has had an ongoing dialogue
with the Zambian government con-
cerning the problems on the electric-
ity market. Sweden, together with the
United States, has encouraged Zambia
to transition to sustainable production,
promoting the advantages of solar pow-
er due to the country’s generous amount
of sun hours (3000h/year). Anyhow,

the ambassador’s remarks on the issue
are that the government has to make a
fast and united approach to solve this
crisis before it is too late. If the crisis is
left too late it would mean the need for
the government to apply for a loan from
the IMF which would have a harsh
backlash for a country who has had a
positive development for a long time.

6 A WEAK
REGULATOR

SITTING BETWEEN

TWO PUPPIES

DRINKING MILK
FROM THE SAME

SAUCER

THE PLANNED BUDGET for 2016 shows the
government’s decision to increase taxes
by 20% (mainly VAT) and to withdraw
finances in health and food security.
However, the ambassador stresses the
fact that the crisis might force the gov-
ernment to come together and for once
transfer to a more sustainable solution,
leading the country towards a more
environmentally friendly direction.

Photo and text: Sandra Jakobsson
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National Nostalgia and Universal Suffering

Why We Need a

Star-Trekian Approach

Discussions of world problems mainly revolve around the way things ought to be rather than the
construction of practical roads that take us there. Political actors, for example, within the Euro-
pean Union, tend to walk along familiar routes, thereby half looking over their shoulder instead
of collectively ahead.
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Star Trek’s USS Enter-
prise (NCC-1701-D)
Image: Ezra S F7

/flickr

asmus Karlsson, associate

professor at Umed Uni-

versity’s Department of

Political Science, is unsur-

prisingly pessimistic about
the future. He imagines three possi-
ble pathways in the context of climate
change, which he explains by meta-
phorically likening human civilisation
to an airplane and modernity (meaning
industrialization, economic growth
and technological advancement) to a
runway. According to Karlsson, sus-
tainability or the continuation of hu-
man civilization can only be achieved
by taking off the metaphorical plane or
coming to a full stop. If politicians and
the general public do not commit to
either trajectories, the end of the run-
way will be transgressed, leading to a
probably catastrophic crash. The situa-
tion is further complicated by the lack
of knowledge on the runway’s length,
which symbolizes environmental limits
to modern progress. Besides that, some
passengers are unaware or reject being
in a plane altogether due to certain reli-
gious or other metaphysical beliefs that
they might have. In contrast to a real
world flight, this plane only takes off or
slows down after unanimous approval
and cooperation by everyone on board.

A STAR-TREKIAN APPROACH might there-
fore be necessary. While not hinting to
start blazing starship engines (and leav-
ing behind Star Wars fans who want to
be saved by the Millennium Falcon), the
point is to develop a federalist system
similar to the United Federation of Plan-
ets (UFP). The UFP embodies Star Trek
creator Gene Roddenberry’s attempt to
construct an idealized version of the
United Nations. Guided by the same
principles—universal liberty, equali-
ty, justice, peace and cooperation—the
UFP’s Starfleet, Supreme Assembly
and Federation Council, respectively,
mirror the UN’s Peacekeeping Forces,
General Assembly and Security Coun-
cil. The crucial difference lies in the ef-
fective contexts of both organizations.

While Roddenberry’s classless, curren-
cy-less Star Trek world prevents most
interplanetary competition; the UN
operates in a system driven by nation-
al self-interest with individual member
states first and foremost trying to se-
cure and increase internal welfare, even
at the expense of universal wellbeing.

WitH REGARD To the latter, a telling
example currently unfolds in the Eu-
ropean Union, which goes under the
heading of ‘refugee crisis’. The used
terminology is unfortunate accord-
ing to Don Flynn, director of the UK
Migrants Rights Network, as it masks
the real political nature of the crisis.
Flynn claims that human movement
is nothing new to Europe, with mil-
lions of refugees periodically knocking
on the continent’s door. Although the
current scale has not occurred since
the end of World War II, policymakers
could have anticipated it. Basing com-
mon policies constructed long before
today’s ‘crisis’ hit on member states’
individual preferences, ensuing action
would prove insufficient in overcom-
ing the challenges that lay ahead. As
a consequence, the European Union
now deals with countries reinforcing
border controls and undermining the
once treasured absence of national
boundaries. In failing to act concert-
edly, EU politicians are pushing their
plane in a potentially fatal direction.

As opposep To what some political
parties make electorates believe, hu-
man civilization is not endangered by
cross-national problems like mass ref-
ugee flows or climate change. It is just
a matter of decision-making. Referring
again to Karlsson’s metaphorical air-
plane, politicians could for example
decide to take off by stimulating tech-
nological advancement. Environmen-
tal conditions on earth would initially
worsen, but—moving back to what is
yet still science fiction—technological
sophistication would enable humans
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to explore opportunities to maintain
our current lifestyle by colonizing out-
er space (a less fictitious scenario is
the optimization of production cycles,
which reduces the necessary input of
natural resources—but this obviously
is not nearly as exciting). Policymakers
could on the contrary also keep Karls-
son’s plane on the ground by reducing
ecological footprints and downsizing
global markets. Crucial, however, is to
choose one strategy and collectively
act in accordance with it. Nostal-
gia for decision-making based
on nation-states- which are
viewed as the main actors
of the international realm,
in competition with each
other however, thwarts
this objective. Solvable
issues are thereby
turned into un-
solvable ones.

Image: InspiredImages/flickr

THE oNLY WAY forward is to realize that
policy has to be beneficial for citizens
of the world rather than those of par-
ticular countries or members of cer-
tain social groups. The establishment
of regional or even global federalist
government(s) is key, but the arguably
failed EU project highlights some of
the difficulties—with a possible ‘Brex-
it’ being the most recent chapter. In
500 years an UFP-like government
will watch over the world, Karlsson
believes, but the end of the runway
will by then have long been passed. @

By: Elizabeth Aardenburg
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outros Boutros-Ghali, for-
mer Secretary-General
of the United Nations fa-
mously said that the next
war will be fought over
water, not politics. Although his predic-
tion has not become a reality as yet. The
fight for water rights has been a major
source of conflict in regions threatened
by water scarcity. According to research
conducted by the WHO and UNICEF,
663 million people lack access to safe
drinking water sources. The Global
Risks Landscape Report, 2016, World
Economic Forum, lists water crises as
among the top risks for coming years.

One Hotspor FORr conflicts over the
“blue gold” has been the Nile re-
gion. In recent years, Ethiopia’s
new dam evoked serious opposition
from Egypt and Sudan, whose water
flow would be largely affected by it.

THE Granp Ertnioprian Renaissance
Dam, expected to be completed in 2017,
will be the largest hydroelectric pow-
er plant on the continent. The project
costs $4.8 billion and is mainly financed
through Ethiopian taxes and bonds.

As THE WORD ‘“renaissance” suggests
in its prestigiously sounding name,
the dam is considered to be anoth-
er important cornerstone in Ethio-
pia’s economic rebirth. Recent years
have brought steep growth to one of
the world’s poorest economies. With
a growth rate of 11%, it was ranked
one of the five fastest growing econ-
omies by the IMF. On a similar track,
the UN Economic Commission for Af-
rica predicted it to become the most
powerful economy in Africa by 2050.

FroM THE BEGINNING, the country was
determined to complete the project and
despite concerns, construction work
began 30 km from the Sudanese border
in 2011. After the dam is completed, it
will allow to double electricity produc-
tion in the country which would greatly

improve living conditions. Currently,
only 10% of the population has reliable
access to electricity. With the capacity
to produce 6000 megawatts of elec-
tricity annually, Ethiopia could also
export to other countries in the region.

§60ONE HOTSPOT
FOR CONFLICTS

OVER THE

“BLUE GOLD"
HAS BEEN THE
NILE REGION

WHILE ForR Appis Ababa the project
symbolizes growth, Cairo sees it as a se-
rious threat to its water security. With
a growing population of more than 90
million and a heavy reliance on water
for agriculture, water is a cardinal issue
in Egypt. Rated as being below UN’s
water threshold level, the country is
extremely dependent on the Nile, gain-
ing nearly all of its water from there as
rainfall is rare and most of the country
constitutes of desert. Egypt’s primary
fear is that the dam would reduce wa-
ter flow, doubting Ethiopia’s claims that
the water would not be used for irriga-
tion. Even if Ethiopia keeps its prom-
ise of only using water for producing
electricity and finally letting it flow to
downstream countries, having control
can rearrange power relations in the
region, and the timing of water releas-
es could threaten Egyptian agriculture.

Ecypr HAs BEEN holding on to its “histor-
ical rights” as a main argument against
the project. History books show how
for centuries Egypt and the Nile are
tied together. Besides being the “Gift of
the Nile”, there is little mention to the
other ten countries that the world’s lon-
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gest river passes through. Even to this
day, Egypt enjoys an almost monopo-
ly-like access to the water through two

Location of the dam

displayed by the red
circle, on a map of
the region. The river
flowing away from
the construction

site is the Blue Nile,
which joins the White
Nile, originating from
Uganda, in central
Sudan.

treaties in 1929 and 1959, dating back
to British colonial times. According to
these agreements signed by Sudan and
Egypt, Egypt is entitled to around 75%
of the water, leaving the remaining 25%
to Sudan. Allocation to other riparian
countries, including Ethiopia where
around 80% of the river originates
from, were not taken into consideration.

IN THE FIRST years of construction work,
Egyptian politicians warned that wa-
ter was so essential to Egyptians that it
would be worth to go to war in order to
safeguard their future. In 2013, only one
month before then-president Mohamed
Morsi was removed, he and other poli-
ticians discussed the water conflict.
Brainstorming about possible scenari-
os to sabotage the project and treating
it as a provocation to Egypt, the politi-
cians did not know that their talk was
recorded and aired live. Shortly after
the “secret” talk, Dlamini Zuma, Chair-
person of the African Union urged the
importance of dialogue. She said that
war cannot be a solution and that the
case should be discussed “in a new con-
text, not in the context of the colonial
powers but in the context of Pan-Afri-

canism”, implying that clinging to co-
lonial treaties is an obsolete argument.

SUDAN, WEDGED BETWEEN the two coun-
tries both geographically and diplo-
matically, had a hard time choosing
sides. First, it voted for maintaining
the status quo. The benefits howev-
er, namely the dam’s ability to prevent
floods and share electricity convinced
the country to support the project.

DIPLOMATIC BREAKTHROUGH CAME in
spring 2015, when the three countries
signed an agreement that allowed
Ethiopia to continue with the proj-
ect. Although the points made in the
“Declaration of Principles” seem blur-
ry and are formulated loosely. They
emphasize cooperation based on com-
mon interest among the three par-
ties and “fair and appropriate use” of
the dam, as well as ascertaining that
further technical studies are needed.

IN THE LoNG term, the production of
electricity would bring improvements
to living conditions as well as tighten-
ing trade relations, as Ethiopia assured
Egypt and Sudan of priority in sales
of electricity at competitive prices.
The ability to store water for times of
drought would also bring benefits to
all parties. Ethiopia is currently suffer-
ing from a drought believed to be the
worst in 50 years, causing massive food
shortages. Holding back water for a
long period of time however, could en-
danger the living conditions of millions
of Egyptians living in coastal areas.

ONLY ONE YEAR before its completion,
there are still uncertainties about the
project’s effects. The three countries
agreed that further impact studies
should be carried out and have already
selected two French consulting firms.
Although contracts still have not been
signed as of February, 2016. It remains
to be seen whether the expected ben-
efits will iron out conflicts and doubts
or fluid solutions in the long run. @®

By: Kriszti Téth
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INTERVIEW

CHARLOTTE PETRI GORNITZKA

~ Whatcan
, " Development
_ dofor

““Diplomacy,

Charlotte
Petri
Gornitzka?

By: Arttu Narhi

Photos: Sandra Jakobsson

Charlotte Petri Gornitzka is
the Swedish International
Development  Cooperation
Agency’s (Sida’s) pragmatical-
ly managing, yet passionate-
ly leading Director General.
Utrikesperspektiv met with
her when she visited UPF’s
Mentorship Program, to dis-
cuss how Sida fits into Swed-
ish foreign policy.

itting on the UPF of-
fice couch is one of
Sweden’s most im-
portant public ser-
vants. Sida is an inde-
pendent governmental agency
which works directly under the
Swedish Foreign Ministry, hav-
ingitsbudgetallocated with the
rest of the government’s public
expenses. As Director General,
Charlotte Petri Gornitzka over-

sees Sweden’s development
cooperation budget allocation
to about 35 target countries.

“IN THESE COUNTRIES, the Swed-
ish embassy is the face of de-
velopment cooperation,” she
explains. Swedish diplomatic
efforts are in this system an im-
portant part of foreign aid. Gor-
nitzka explains that a Swedish
embassy has three functions:
to keep the political and secu-
rity channel open, to promote
Swedish relations and business
interests and manage develop-
ment cooperation. “If we go
back 20 years, foreign aid was
not a part of the embassy like it
is today. It was more of a sep-
arate line in Swedish foreign
policy. Sida had a separate of-
fice in the embassy with its own
country manager,” Gornitzka

begins to describe the chang-
es undertaken in the agency.

FIFTEEN YEARS AGO, official gov-
ernment policy was drawn up
to begin the decentralization of
Sida. Before that, Sida was run
for the most part, from Stock-
holm. “Performance and follow
up was done in the country on
a field level, but budget de-
cisions were a HQ’s respon-
sibility.”  Gornitzka recalls.
This was far before her time
though; she took on the job in
2011 and has since continued
on the chosen path. “Today I
have the overall responsibility
for almost 75 % of the budget
of Swedish development coop-
eration, and I delegate the bud-
get for a country to a Swedish
ambassador in said country.”



Tuis 1s A dramatic change in
any organizational structure,
to bring responsibility to the
professionals in the field. Yet
in the context of develop-
ment aid, it is a viable option.
“The people who are closer
to those realities, they know
better than Stockholm what
is actually needed,” Gornitz-
ka says. “It is not rocket sci-
ence, it is believing in a decen-
tralized model and learning
from other organizations that
the responsibility belongs
where the best knowledge is.”

DIPLOMATIC ACTION TOO needs
to be done with pragmatic rea-
soning. A minister in Stock-
holm cannot keep up with
strategies tailored for projects
in 35 nations. It seems foreign
aid and traditional diplomat-
ic missions are destined for a
symbiotic relationship in the
21st century. Gornitzka feels
this is an important change in
Swedish diplomacy: foreign
aid is seen as an important
part of foreign policy in form-
ing long lasting ties between
nations. This development

begs the question: Do the ex-
periences garnered from the
projects undertaken by Sida
influence policy in Sweden?

“WE’VE [INFLUENCED PoLICY]
before. We do it even more to-
day,” Gornitzka answers. “The
government has two overarch-
ing tasks for us. The first one
is ‘implement what the gov-
ernment decides’, the other is
“provide us with good analy-
sis and proposals that inform
our decisions’. So we are the
experts and the implement-

UPF Lund Career
Committee

Charlotte Petri Gornitzka stopped
by to give an inspiring talk to
members of our own Career Com-
mittee. But who are they and how
can you get involved?

- Organizers of the UPF Lund Prep
Course and Mentorship Program.

- The Prep Course consists of 10-
12 interactive seminars.

-The aim of the course is to give
participating students a chance
to ask questions regarding what
it takes to get a job in the field of
foreign affairs.

-The Mentorship Program links
participating students with a
mentor, who will provide guidance
based on their professional
expertise.

-The program provides students
with a chance to obtain a better
understanding of what it takes to
work with specific international or
political issues.

-The application round for the
next series of programs with the
Careers Committee will begin in
the Fall.

More information available on
[1] i reer

Gornitzka with
Career Committee
heads Camilla
Wendestam and
Frida Edstrém
outside the
University White
House
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ers.” Of course, having a gov-
ernment agency with a large
budget and plenty of liberty
can make the voting public un-
comfortable. Gornitzka recalls
problems with this in the past,
and is proud to tell how they
have improved on accountabil-
ity. “We were criticized by the
Swedish audit authority for not
having procedures and process-
es in place, so today you can fol-
low what we do in a transparent
process which is a huge change.”

It nas BEEN huge for the employ-
ees too, as Gornitzka describes
the new working environment.
“The people who work in de-
velopment are passionate. They
know a lot about certain reali-
ties, but now they have to plan
in a structured way, and some-
times it feels limiting. We need
to balance between our own
knowledge and believes and
what it means to implement
political decisions and work
like any agency. We need to
leave a bit of the activist aside,”
she laughs. It is clear she has
an activist alive in her as well.

STRUCTURE 1s Not the only new
dimension activists have to get
used to at Sida. Along with the
new diplomatic atmosphere,
Sida employees are learning
more about what private initia-
tives in the corporate sector can
do for development. “We are
more experienced in working
with governments and civil soci-
ety, less with the private sector.
We have tried to open up to ev-
ery actor in a society, meaning
for instance financial markets
and other things we did not do
20 years ago,” Gornitzka elabo-
rates on their changing culture.
“T am told we used to criticize
the private sector, which is not
the role of an agency as such,
but to support the civil soci-

ety organisations in their role
as watchdogs. Our mission is
to look for the best solutions
out there, being open to new
ways of working, new part-
nerships, and never to forget
our aim and lose our integrity.

BY TRANSFORMING THEIR profile,
Sida has become an important
part of the government’s foreign
outreach. Gornitzka feels that
the Foreign Minister Margot
Wallstrom has Sida as a prime
example to showcase the power
of a feminist approach to for-
eign policy. “We are one of the
few countries and agencies who
push for women’s rights in de-
velopment cooperation early on.
We have also been pushing when
the Swedish government chan-
nels money through the World
Bank. We work hard to influence
their ways of working towards a
gender sensitive perspective.”

GORNITZKA ALSO MAINTAINS that
Sida’s working culture is in-
herently feminist: “The fem-
inist policy is not just about
investing in women, it is a way
of thinking. I think we already
have the modus operandi with
the perspectives you would ex-
pect a feminist to have. With
social inclusion and a rights’
based approach”, she lists as
the aspects of their approach
to the work. Sida also takes this
to their target countries. With
government backed develop-
ment plans, they are uniquely
placed to influence social policy
with a focus on inclusiveness.
“ONE way oF working is using
experience from pilot projects
in advocating and implement-
ing social safety nets investing
in women. We do that with lo-
cal authorities, and sometimes
with NGOs,” Gornitzka con-
tinues discussing their gender
equality aims. “We could prove

that the money was invested
differently when directed to the
mother, instead of the family as
a whole. The mother invested it
in health and education for the
children,” Gornitzka explains.
Using examples of Swedish child
support mechanism, Sida has
also been able to use a truly Nor-
dic approach to family welfare.

FOREIGN DEVELOPMENT COOPERA-
TION as a tool of diplomacy can
work to advance the develop-
ment of a bilateral relationship.
Furthermore, as Sida proves,
diplomacy working alongside
foreign aid can yield fantastic
results. As part of the Swedish
foreign mission, they have ac-
cess to all sectors of society on
something agreed upon to help
advance their solutions. “We can
influence systems, because it is
a relationship government to
government,” she says. “If we in-
vest in, for example, Tanzania’s
budget, we can focus on what
they need to improve. We can
put demands on the relation-
ship with Tanzania, if we invest
money in education we want to
see it is being implemented.”

SIDA cAN BE seen as a Nordic ex-
ample of how to carry out social
policy. Bringing foreign aid into
the diplomatic tool box presents
new opportunities for forming
closer ties with other nations.
Especially for an agency work-
ing under the government, it is
reassuring to know that the gov-
ernment itself is invested in this
for the long term. “The Swed-
ish way of working in bilateral
development cooperation is a
long term relationship,” Gorni-
tzka summarizes as the success
of Swedish foreign policy. “We
have 5-7 years strategies, you
can depend on Sweden to be
there for quite long. It is quite
a predictable relationship.” @
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Above: Burundi’s
President Pierre
Nkurinsiza

Left: AU Peacekeep-
ing troops in Somalia
Right: UNHCR refu-
gee camp in Burundi
last July
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On January 28th 2016, the African Union (AU) de-
cided against sending troops into Burundi in re-
sponse to the increasing violence. This decision
established a policy line for AU. However, the lack
of military aid leaves those suffering at the mercy
of the warring factions in the country.
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urundi’s history is steeped

in sectarian violence. Since

its independence in 1962,

the country has experi-

enced two genocides, as
classified by the International Commis-
sion for Inquiry of Burundi by the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council. Follow-
ing a period of relative stability in the
country, President Pierre Nkurunziza
announced he would begin his third
presidential term in April 2015, going
against the constitutionally mandated
two term limit. This sparked a new con-
flict in the country, as protesters con-
tested the Court’s ruling on the consti-
tutionality of Nkurunziza’s third term
claiming the decision was achieved
as a result of coercion by his agents.

“AFRICAN SOLUTIONS FOR African prob-
lems” was the idea behind the creation
of the African Union (AU) in 2001, an
institution that replaced the impeded
Organisation of African Unity (OAU).
The AU’s strength vis-a-vis the OAU
lies in the inclusion of Article 4 in the
Constitutive Act of the Union. This
Article gives Member States the pow-
er to intervene in the conflicts of an-
other Member state to prevent “grave
circumstances” such as war crimes,
genocide and crimes against humani-
ty. This clause was intended to give the
AU teeth the OAU never had, which
forced the disbanded Union to stand
at the side lines and watch in 1994 as
the Rwandan Genocide took place.

THE NEW CONFLICT in Burundi has dis-
placed over 250,000 people, who have
fled the country, and left at least 500
dead. Following President Nkurun-
ziza’s refusal to accept the aid of AU

ever, this was only a consideration. Had
they sent the troops under an Article 4
mandate this would have been an act
of humanitarian military intervention.
Instead, in threatening to violate the
sovereignty of Burundi with a coalition
of African forces, the Global Observato-
ry and other publications have accused
the AU of partaking in coercive diplo-

macy: attempting to affect the deci-
sions of a sovereign country by threat-
ening an invasion and use of force.

HOWEVER, THIS FEAR attributed far more
effectiveness to the AU than it has in
reality. An analysis of the AU’s pre-
vious relationship with thelr Artlcle
4 powers revea ‘

troops; the escalading crisis led the AU - supporting a -

Peace and Security Council to consider
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Lake Tanganyika
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cumstances” most closely resembling
Burundi today was Sudan in 2004 and
Libya in 2011. Both times the AU de-
cided against military intervention
without the government’s consent.

ONCE AGAIN, As of January 2016 the AU
had made the decision not to send in
troops to Burundi. Instead the Union
proposes to deploy 100 humanitarian
observers and 100 military observers
to oversee the situation in the country.
However, the effectiveness of send-
ing in peacekeeping troops, especially
without the consent of the host nation,
has been questioned internationally.
The AU shares almost all its peacekeep-
ing mandates with the UN. Although
the peacekeeping operations of these
institutions have been somewhat suc-
cessful at protecting civilians, George
Washington University Professor Paul
Williams states that overall “these mis-
sions have failed largely because they
were deployed in a context of ongoing
war where the belligerents themselves
did not want to stop fighting or preying
on civilians.” As President Nkunruziza
vowed to launch an attack on AU forces
if they were to enter Burundi, it would
appear that the AU’s decision to refrain
from sending troops was tactically wise.

THE IMPORTANCE OF dealing with the
violence in Burundi stretches further
than the humanitarian cost of dis-
placed and murdered civilians: The
Great Lakes region of Africa has a his-
tory of conflicts spilling over borders.
Nkurunziza’s third term already ap-
pears to have affected the political sit-
uation in neighbouring Rwanda and
the Democratic Republic of Congo.
The RWand\a\n constitution has re-
ly _an ed, allowing Pres-
ent Kagame to.r
in 2017. Similarly, observers claim

o
the DRC’

attempt to engineer his third presiden-
tial term. Thus, it is imperative the AU
find a way to contain the Burundi crisis.
The AU is pushing for inclusive peace
talks between the opposition forces
and President Nkurunziza. Presum-
ably, with the intention of encourag-
ing Nkurunziza to abandon his third
term; or, at the very least, to consider
limiting the length of his presidency
to appease the opposition forces. Iron-
ically, President Museveni of Ugan-
da, who is running the talks, has him-
self led the Republic of Uganda for 30
years. Considering the number of long
term presidencies amongst the mem-
ber states of the AU this choice is not
entirely suspect. Furthermore, the via-
bility of such talks rests on being able
to identify the opposition forces to be
brought around the table with Nkurun-
ziza. However, fragmentation within
the opposition forces, as well as oppo-
sition leaders currently residing out-
side of Burundi, has made this difficult.

ULTIMATELY, THE AFRrICAN Union dip-
lomatic approach has been criticised
by those within the conflict zone as
reinforcing the hegemony of African
leaders and not taking decisive action
in conflicts, currently with relation
to Burundi. However, as an institu-
tion made of 54 countries it is staffed
by approximately 1,300 people, com-
pared to the EU’s 27 countries staffed
by over 40,000 people. Thus, under-
staffed and facing severe opposition
from the Burundian president, the AU’s
military and humanitarian observers
appears to be the most diplomatic and
least confrontational decision to be
made at this time. Only time will tell,
whether this will be enough to preve
greater suffering 1

people and




INTERVIEW

AMBASSADOR KAYA TURKMEN

THE TURKISH MISSION

Flags: Jacob Breivik Grimstveit

AM BASSADOR TURKMEN
ON THE SWEDISH-TURKISH
RELATIONSHIP

By: Umut Can Adisénmez

Turkey-EU relations are the focus in discussions currently. However, the
Turkish embassy in Stockholm is focused on their bilateral relationship
with Sweden to improve lives of citizens living in both countries. Utrikes-
perspektiv approached Ambassador Kaya Tiirkmen to discuss the state
of the Sweden-Turkey relationship.
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What is the nature of Turk-
ish-Swedish bilateral relations?

The relations between Tur-
key and Sweden are progress-
ing in a very positive manner.
Sweden is one of the leading
countries  strongly  backing
Turkey’s EU  membership.

During the State Visit of Pres-
ident Abdullah Giil to Sweden
in March 2013, the two coun-
tries signed a “Declaration of
Strategic Partnership” and con-
solidated their cooperation.
The bilateral trade volume
between Turkey and Swe-
den was 3.3 billion USD (ex-
ports 1.3 billion USD, im-
ports 2 billion USD) in 2014.

Turkey’s exports to Sweden
can be roughly categorized
as textiles and ready-to-wear
products (Turkey is Sweden’s
third biggest supplier in tex-
tiles), motor vehicles and spare
parts, televisions, refrigerators
and ceramic products. Turkey’s
main imports from Sweden are
iron and steel products, ma-
chinery and parts, electrical
equipment, motor vehicles,
drugs and other chemicals.

The total amount of direct in-
vestments from Sweden to Tur-
key in the 2002-2014 period is
268 million USD and 36 million
USD from Turkey to Sweden.
The number of Swedish tour-
ists visiting Turkey exceed-
ed 670 thousand in 2014.

The Turcology Department in
Uppsala University has a histo-
ry of 170 years. Efforts are being
deployed to reopen Turcology
departments at Stockholm and
Lund Universities. During the
State Visit of President Abdul-
lah Giil in 2013, an "Institute of
Turkish Studies” was inaugu-
rated at Stockholm University.
Approximately 115000 em-
igrants from  Turkey live
in Sweden, most of whom
having dual citizenship.

As an ambassador, what are the
unique characteristics of your
position in Sweden? Is your po-
sition focused on facilitating
Turkish-Swedish bilateral rela-
tions or on preserving the status
quo between the two countries?

The nature of my mission in
Sweden is shaped by a number
of different factors. These are:
the distinguishing features of
the bilateral relations between
Turkey and Sweden, the role
and action of Turkey in the in-
ternational arena, the internal
developments in Turkey, the
general perception on Turkey
and Turks in the Swedish so-
ciety and the presence in Swe-
den of more than 100 thou-
sands immigrants from Turkey.
All these have an important
bearing on the conduct of my
work as Ambassador of Turkey.

My first and foremost duty is not
only to preserve and uphold the
positive nature of our bilateral

relations, but to further devel-
op these relations in all possible
areas. The tools for this are di-
plomacy, communication, con-
sultation and cultural exchange.

To further develop relations,
do the two countries make
use of elements of innovation?

Relations between countries are
conducted in a world in con-
stant change. Thus, the form
and tools of diplomacy which
are, how governments handle
their relations with other na-
tions have to adapt to new re-
alities. These changes are not
only limited to the emergence
of new parameters in the polit-
ical landscape, but also involve
technological ~ developments,
climate change and cultural
trends. To give an example, we
witness today that all political
leaders make wide use of social
media. I cannot think of an Am-
bassador in Stockholm who does
not care to follow at least the
Prime Minister and the Minis-
ter of Foreign Affairs on Twitter.

As far as other aspects of bilat-
eral relations are concerned,
innovation is a natural compo-
nent. It affects communication,
trade, tourism and the dissem-
ination of novel values. Recent
trends in international relations
such as criticism of a country
concerning human rights not
being seen as an intervention
in internal affairs anymore, are
innovations by themselves. @




EDITORIAL

JOHANNES ERNSTBERGER

DIFFICULTIES OF THE AFRICAN UNION

What to do if nobody wants to talk to your chairman
because he’s Robert Mugabe?

56.

The requirements for being a
successful chairman of the Af-
rican Union are unexpectedly
pragmatic. As the latest suc-
cession shows, human rights
violations or despotism are
not per se no-goes, unless they
are coupled with notoriety.

very 30th of Janu-
ary, the Assembly of
the African Union,
the highest decision
making organ pan
Africa, appoints a new chairper-
son. A couple of weeks ago, the
new incumbent, President of the
Chad Republic, Idriss Déby, re-
placed Robert Mugabe, a figure
who was met with mixed reac-
tions during his one-year term.

ESPECIALLY OUTSIDE OF the Af-
rican  continent, Mugabe’s
appointment as chairperson
did not receive much praise.
The Zimbabwean’s national-
ist views and repeated human
rights accusations have made
him one of Sub-Saharan Afri-
ca’s foremost notorious trou-
blemakers. As a result, financial
sanctions by the EU and USA
are enforced on the 92 year-

old and his family since the
beginning of the 20th century.

For THE AFrricAN Union (AU),
however, it was not Mugabe’s
despotism that made him a dif-
ficult candidate. Instead it was
the Zimbabwean’s diplomatic
legacy. For being head of a ma-
jor intergovernmental decision

£6\MANY WERE
RELIEVED WHEN
MUGABE STEPPED

DOWN

making body, it is an advantage
if people actually want to talk
to you. With Mugabe, that was
not the case and many claim
he was a hindrance for the AU.

WHEN OBAMA cAME to East Afri-
cain 2015, he was the first Amer-
ican President to visit Ethiopia
and the AU Headquarters in Ad-
dis Ababa. In his speech to the



The Assembly of the African Union.

AU he did not address the As-
sembly, but the AU Commission,
the secretariat concerned with
political structures. This way, he
was formally hosted by the head
of the Commission, Nkosaza-
na Dlamini-Zuma, and did not
have to shake hands with the
Zimbabwean president. Con-
sequently, many were relieved
when Mugabe stepped down
after his one-year term was
over in the beginning of 2016.

His successor, IDriss Déby, is
seen as a diplomatic improve-
ment. Undeniably, he too has
been accused of human rights
violations and has been in of-
fice for a staggering twen-
ty-six years. However, things
do work differently in Africa
and if you are looking to place
the position only with uncon-
tested democratically elect-
ed heads of state, you might
run out of options very soon.

ONE OF THE main criticisms to-
wards Déby is the situation on

human rights in his home coun-
try. Chad has most recently,
in February, 2016, ratified the
protocol for the establishment
of the African Court on Human
and Peoples’ Rights. This de-
velopment and Chad national
elections in April, 2016, during
his period as chairman might
demand for best behaviour from
the capable leader. Ironically,
this criticism is warded off by his
advocates who claim that he will
win national elections anyways.

StiLL, 1T seEmMs Déby is a prag-
matic and realistic choice. Most
importantly, his name is clean
enough for being talked to on
a diplomatic level. In a press
release in mid February, Ange-
la Merkel, Chancellor of Ger-
many, congratulated Déby and
advocated a close collaboration
with the African Union for his
term in office. Already in two
weeks, Déby has shown a clear
diplomatic advantage compared
to his predecessor Mugabe. @
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Left: The tower of

Kingdom Center in
central Riyadh. The

third tallest skyscrap-

er in the country.

The Arab Spring and the ensuing Syr-
ian Civil War has in many ways un-
folded a complex system of underlin-
ing conflicts among Middle-Eastern
states; Saudi Arabia particularly. Evi-
dently, Saudi involvement in the Syr-
ian Civil War will in many ways shape
the future stability in the region.

audi Arabia’s involvement in

the Syrian Civil War as well

as other conflicts that arose in

the midst of the Arab Spring

can partly be explained by
Saudi Arabia’s underpinned sectarian-
ism. As a state shaped by Wahhabism,
the Saudi government follows an en-
trenched element that deems a range
of Islamic schools of thought and their
respective ideas and practices as de-
viations of devotion to the oneness
of God. As a result, sectarianism has
been a ubiquitous element in Sau-
di domestic and foreign policy. It has
been part of their ambitions to control,
limit and even oppress Islamic ideas
and practices. This in return explains
the strenuous and tense relationship
with Iran (whose population is ma-
jority Shia Muslims) as Saudi Arabia
denounces Shia faith. Sectarianism is
further cemented in Saudi politics as

€€ THEY BECOME

PAWNS IN

THEIR EFFORT

TO SECURE
AND GAIN

INFLUENCE AND

DOMINANCE
INSYRIA

Shia groups and regimes, such as the
Houthi rebels in Yemen, Al-Assad in
Syria and Hezbollah in Lebanon, are
supported by Iran. Consequently, im-
bedded sectarianism becomes a key
element in aspects of Saudi Arabia’s
involvement in Syria as it urges it to
check Iranian and Shia expansionism.

NoOT SURPRISINGLY, SAupi Arabia has
seen the Syrian Civil War as an oppor-
tunity to dislodge Syria from Iranian in-
fluence and replace it with a Sunni-led
government that is friendly towards
Saudi Arabia. Financial and military aid
has therefore been deployed to various
groups, such as the Free Syrian Army,
as an endeavour to topple the Al-Assad
regime. However, with Iran’s continued
support to Al-Assad, both states resort
to war by proxy tactics in order to reach
their goals and ambitions. Thus, it urges
Saudi Arabia, along with Iran, to identi-
fy, create and activate proxies by whom
they become pawns in their effort to se-
cure and gain influence and dominance
in Syria. Evidently, these chess pieces
become means to an end, by which con-
sequences or implications that comes
with it is being overlooked or ignored.
Unfortunately, Syria becomes the bat-
tleground of Saudi Arabia and Iran’s
clashing interests. Thus, it can be ar-
gued thatanew Cold War has erupted as
Saudi Arabia and Iran are by no means
ready to make concessions over Syria’s
future, at least not for the time being.

HoOWEVER, SAUDI ARARBIA’S Tole and im-
pact on the Syrian Civil War is not sole-
ly limited to its conflict with Iran. Sau-
di Arabia’s interests in Syria, in terms
of installing a friendly-government,
faces issue elsewhere. States such as
Qatar seeks to become a key regional
player that is independent from Saudi
interference. Thus, Saudi Arabia, who
wants to be seen as the prime Sunni
Muslim leader and coordinator of the
operations and events in Syria, faces
obstacles in the form of intra-Gulf ri-
valry. Although it is unanimous among
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the Gulf-states that Iran is the prime
enemy, they remain divided as to how
to confront and coordinate operations
in Syria as well as how the political fu-
ture of Syria ought to look like. Qatar’s
support of Muslim Brotherhood-linked
groups such as Liwaa al-Tawhid in
Aleppo is an example of this division
and intra-Gulf rivalry. The Muslim
Brotherhood is a political opponent to
Saudi Arabia in terms of political Islam
as they promote alternative Islamic
models of governance based on elec-
toral politics. This is a stark contrast
to the absolute and monarchist rule
of Saudi Arabia. Consequently, Sau-
di Arabia sees Qatar’s rapprochement
to the Muslim Brotherhood groups as
steps towards destabilizing Saudi rule
domestically but also its influence in
the region. Thus, it becomes all the
more important to check and neutral-
ize developments in Syria that might
deviate from Saudi’s course of action
and interests. As a result, Syria not
only becomes a battleground for states’
clashing interests, it also becomes an
extended part of Saudi Arabia’s do-
mestic politics concerning threats to
its own security and monarchist rule.

IN THE END, Saudi Arabia plays a sig-
nificant role in the development and
the continued complexity of the Syrian
Civil War. Saudi foreign policies that
are shaped by sectarianism contribute
in many ways to the failure of diplomat-
ic relations that are necessary in order
to find solutions and common ground
in the conflict. The intra-Gulf rivalries
only cement Saudi interests of increased
interference in Syria in order to become
the dominant regional power and to
safeguard its own domestic security as a
monarchy. As a consequence, Saudi Ara-
bia’s engagement with short-term pri-
orities of increasing its regional influ-
ence and to protect itself from exterior
threats may deteriorate the possibility
of reaching long-term interest of estab-
lishing peace and stability in Syria. @

By: Fredrik Blix
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EDITORIAL

CHRISTI

AN BARSOUM

Game Theory

& Diplomacy

Diplomats are the people in control of the global po-
litical conversation. There is one significant principle
guiding their talk: game theory. Christian Barsoum
delves into the rationality of diplomatic discourse to
uncover the challenges met with this strategy.

Above: President
Obama depicted as a
stealthy chess-player
on the board of the
Democrat-Republi-
can domestic policy
game
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e have all heard
the news, or rath-
er, the discussions
surrounding them.
Every time it’s the
same: What will happen? How will they
compromise? Why can’t they just agree?

FoRrR MANY, STRIKING a simple conver-
sation with a complete stranger, under
relaxed circumstances, can be an ex-
tremely demanding task. For better, or
worse, you could bet on the odds that the
stranger is, most of the time, well mean-
ing, polite and does not differ too much
from your own personal values. The
chances of running into someone who
is not only there to profess their own
self-interests and ‘unusual’ values, but
also to convince you of why they’re right
and everyone else wrong, is close to nil.

Now, IMAGINE BEING a diplomat, a repre-
sentative of millions of voices, differing
ideologies and values. You are trying
to strike a conversation with some-
one of similar responsibility, but from
a continent on the other side of the
world. Strangers at the bus stop might
seem like best friends in comparison.

So waar makes diplomacy so difficult?
Besides voicing an ocean of idea, that
is. It’s the act of negotiating itself, to
be exact, the part where two or more
representatives need to compromise
and settle for a solution; but first, and
foremost, understand each other.
As is the nature of nations, and most
entities in general, the fulfillment of
self-interests, and the preservation of
themselves, exceeds any will of be-
nevolence and generosity in regards to
others’ survival. Of course, it’s a highly
dramatic scenario, but isn’t all political
activity built on some form of drama?

THE QUESTION REMAINS - how on earth
do nations reach agreements. The
COP21 in Paris last year did prove
fruitful despite the difficulties sur-
rounding it. Let us introduce the con-

ductor of diplomatic orchestra, game
theory. Please contain your excitement.

IMAGINE THE NEIGHBORING COUNtry pos-
ing a military threat to your nation. Do
you prepare for battle, or will you trust
them not to attack? Of course, both
nations will endure casualties and tre-
mendous losses in capital if they decide
to wage war on each other. However,
the outcome of that will be far less di-
sastrous if both manage to decide on
a truce. Unfortunately, they do not.
So what is the solution to this dilemma?
Inaworld thatlacksthe possibility of ne-
gotiation and diplomacy, war is inevita-
bleasitposestheleastlossforeachactor.

£60UR
INCREASINGLY

INTRICATE WORLD
ISSTILL DEPENDENT
ON THE PROPER
INTERPRETATION
AND EXECUTIONS

OF DIPLOMATS

THIS EXAMPLE ILLUSTRATES the difficulty
of decision-making, strategic planning
and the fragile thread that is foreign pol-
icy, which ties countries together. Here,
we were only concerned with two coun-
tries and one issue; once again imagine
being a diplomat at a global conference.

What can we then derive from all this?
That diplomacy is tough, relentless to
say the least. Just the way craftsmen
have their toolbox, diplomats have their
own, one which we just visited: game
theory. The ability to map out strategic
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Strange game,
Professor. The only
winning move is not
to play.

moves and outcomes is vital to the prog-
ress of negotiation. What does China
actually gain by neglecting an environ-
mental policy and how can we change
our approach to outweigh our differenc-
es, and eventually reach an agreement?

THERE ARE MANY factors to be taken into
consideration and even more outcomes
with respect to all the possible combina-
tions of strategies. With an increasingly
complex world, the number of sensitive
issues seems only to increase exponen-
tially, as does their difficulty in han-
dling. What will countries from the pre-
vious example do if they were to reach
a trade agreement? Alternatively, if the
land currently separating them is a nat-
ural reserve, one of the last remaining
after an escalating environmental ca-
tastrophe wiped out most other areas of
vegetation, how they would cooperate.

As YOU caAN seg, it is a difficult issue to
grasp and resolve. Yet, our increasing-
ly intricate world is still dependent
on the proper interpretation and ex-
ecutions of diplomats. Will they not
eventually reach their limits though?

WHEN pUT INTO contrast, development
that runs out of hand can sometimes
be devastating. It is a fundamental

principle that without control over
the situation, reality will soon slip out
of our hands. We will be stuck with
problems that are so complex that na-
tions will never reach upon an agree-
ment. There is however one more in-
strument which, if properly handled,
can prove so fruitful at the conference
tables, one that is easily overlooked,
which is, computer-processing power.

IN January 2016, an artificial intelli-
gence (A.I) company owned by Goo-
gle, called, Deep Mind, beat a world
champion in what is believed to be
the hardest board game in existence,
Go. This marked a major break-
through for the power of machine
intelligence. A program that foresaw
millions upon millions of outcomes,
and analyzed countless strategies,
was able to beat a world-renowned
champion. The astounding part isn’t
that though, it is that it taught it-
self how to play Go in the first place.

WHAT ARE THEN the prospects for intel-
ligent programs to be used in diplomat-
ic decision-making in the future? Huge.
Specialized A.I are already being de-
ployed in the financial sector to maxi-
mize profits for firms and investmentop-
portunities, especially amongst banks.

It1s oNLy a matter of time until the game
of diplomacy becomes too hard for us to
play, and our game theories grow stel-
lar in size. By the time we reach Con-
ference of the Parties 50, we might just
even plug in a couple of values into a
supercomputer and never worry about
our climate again, who knows? Until
then, however, we will do well by our-
selves to strike up conversations with
strangers and ask if they are interested
in a round of chess. Because that stu-
pid computer just kept beating you.@®
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in poorer regions of the Global South, F5
mostly because these countries do not
have the capital to deal with these i im- &

Beingoneofthe greatestthreats man-
kind has ever faced, climate change
is one issue that calls for worldwide
cooperation in order to gain any lee- [ pacts and are further behind on the de- 2
way into combating it. Krithi Ven-  velopmenttimeline. Manon Verchot, re-
~ kat looks into climate diplomacy, |4 porting for The Quint, puts it very well |
* thinking back on COP21 of last year. - when she says “the consequences of de-
‘ " lays in climate action will have the most
ver the last few decades, L.I devastating effect on nations least re-
leaders of the world have E sponsible for creating global warming”.
engaged in an intense bat- = Any progress made in climate negotia- ¥
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much, for how long and finally, what
actions to put in place to actually tackle ™ CLIMATE prpLOMACY, As defined by the =
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- the ages pass by through denial of exis- I plementation of climate policies and
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states at the most recent Conference of M curity. Countries with diverse cultural
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ber 2015, it was the priority that the
French government had given this
agreement, and the way the COP21 was
hosted by them, that mobilized annu-
al investments of $100 billion for the
Global South towards climate finance.

ALTHOUGH AGREEING ON climate finance
is a milestone on its own, leaders have
a more challenging task that needs to
be negotiated and agreed upon at the

_ earliest. This is the issue of how to

spend this money and what process

"~ to follow to monitor and evaluate and

~ whose responsibility this will be. The |

——Kf

e~ . - a

tinued negotiations on climate action.

ONE OF THE greatest strategic moves
France made while facilitating COP21
was to bring in flexibility into the
agreement. This agreement allows
for a willingness to agree to nonbind-
ing commitments, where countries
are free to decide on the course of ac-
tion to be adopted to achieve the tar-

get of global warming control while
!pursuing their national priority. Al- |

" though this did facilitate the signing
| of the agreement by the greatest dip-
lomatic majority seen in climate poli-

s

_— NEGOTIATION IS THANKS TO
- INTERNATIONAL DIPLOMATIC

b o

~ current debate also addresses the le- [¥ cy history, it is still worrying as it only =

RELATIONS

gitimacy of including countries like
India, China and Brazil among the

Global South, as these are emerging [

economies which have the capacity
to put certain climate actions in place
on their own without having to dip
into the climate finance pool as much.

| WITH PRESSURE FROM the scientific com-

munity to restrict GHG emissions and
with the push from the UNFCCC and
certain key stakeholders at the COP,
the agreement reached aims to cap
temperature rise at 1.50C over pre-
industrial times. However, based on
the current projections of the actions
agreed to by the countries at the mile-
stone event, we still fall short, as these
actions place us on track to only be
able to cap temperature rise at 2.70C.
This indicates a gap between what
we are on the path to achieve, what is
realistically achievable and what we

& i

talks about “intended” commitments.

For THE FIRST time, the failure to act |

on climate change is topping the list of

. global risks with greatest impact, fol- |

lowed by extreme weather events and
failure of climate change mitigation
and adaptation. Veteran negotiator and

Gambian Minister Pa Ousman Jarju
reflects on the Paris Agreement - “to |

date, 189 countries have made nation-
al commitments. While I am encour-
aged by the quantity of pledges, it is
now time to address their quality” @

E By Krithi Venkat
-

| Background: Drought aroﬁnd the Tarangire

river in Tanzania.
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fter the Tahrir square glory and
Mubarak stepping down in ear-
ly 2011, came the sinister and epic
days and nights of tear gas, armored
vehicles, gas masks and morgues.
Starting late summer 2011, and until early 2012,
there was a dark yet beautiful time no one knows
anything about except those who were there. The
events of “Mohamed Mahmoud street” in No-
vember 2011, and then the “Cabinet events” start-
ing mid December, same year, both in downtown
Cairo. Confrontations between rebels and the an-
ti-revolution’s security forces. Mohamed Riyad,
the visionary young poet and journalist was there.

REBELS DEFIED cHAos and violence, they owned
the streets of downtown Cairo for a time that
seemed like forever, battle raging day and night,
never halting, many died, many went blind when
they were targeted with security’s shotguns in the
eyes, and a lot of families lost a son or a daughter.

LiteraTure IN Egyer still didn’t come to grips
with these years, not with these days specifically.
Poetry did. Riyad’s book, “..emerging forth into
the Light” (another name for the ancient Egyp-
tian funerary text, “Book of the Dead”) consists
of two long poems, “The Poet Becomes Victo-
rious” and the second carries the book’s name.

PerHAPs NOTHING REMAIN of those days except
memories, mostly personal and fragmented,
and this book. Since its publication in 2014, it
was widely recognized as the birth of a very
strong and original poetic voice. This is mere-
ly an attempt to ‘translate’ how it felt like to
be in the middle of it all. The poet’s language
is Arabic, which is also my native language.

Text and translation: Amr Khairy Ahmed



Emerging Forth into the Light
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Armored vehicles are not creatures made of metal,
Armored vehicles bellow, like slaughtered bulls,
Hot blood drive them crazy,

Armored vehicles cry in groups,

When they align along the pavement,

Breathing smoke and bullets,

Their wide eyes always staring at people,

To identify potential preys.

Revolutionaries are smiley,
Their beards grown like hedgehogs,
Attractive, passionate, optimistic,
Strangely real,

Even for imagination,
Ready to fight over a concert,

Or a match,
Delicately, violently,
Pushing along grand pleasures of life,
Towards their miserable rooms,
And confronting the bullets,
Handsome, stubborn,
Autistic

As if each of them got a breast in his mouth,
An incredible crime rising behind his soul,
Immersed in their dreams,

Immersed in anxiety,

Allured by chatter in cafés, by girls’ smell,
And their eyes, always, looking to the inside,
Swim, make love, rest,

On a far away beach.

Your bodies will bloom one day,
And your hearts will depart with seriousness and pain,
And with work struggles, and hate for women,
And you will kiss your lovers in the tickets queues,
And in trains, and on board vacation ships,
You will cross happily in this world,
And will not find a trace of patriotic songs,
Or helmets in the streets,
These slogans of marches and demonstrating will disap-
pear forever,
And the banners of martyrs will be lift by the wind,
And nobody will ask you in narrow streets:
Do you want a comrade,
Or a pimp,
Or a partner in crime?
Each of you will own a star in the sky,
Lighting for him only,
And a spacious grave among the orchards,
So that others won’t see his vulnerability and fall-
ing-apart,
I am ready in this moment,
To write the future:
Write the kids to come,
And the streets open to infinity,
And the music coming from every window,

And the statues smiling to passersby,
Waving the V sign
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