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DRAMATIC SHAKEUPS ON THE

WORLD STAGE...

ith three editions, two semes-

ters, and one exciting year be-

hind us, we are proud to pres-

ent to you the final crowning

achievement of Utrikespers-
pektiv magazine committee, Lund Association of
Foreign Affairs, 2015-2016. This remarkable edi-
tion is dedicated to those people and faces, who
have taken their work to the micro levels of soci-
ety, and achieve their goals by working with peo-
ple, ideas, and limited recognition from society at
large.

THuis PAST SPRING saw the death of Berta Caceres.
She is an icon of dedicated environmental and so-
cial activism of this century, and we are proud to
present a story of her achievements which char-
acterizes her career. A more familiar face of peace
is the former President of East-Timor, and 2011
Nobel Peace Prize recipient José Ramos-Horta,
who himself fought on the grassroots level to bring
peace and security to his home country.

THIS ACADEMIC YEAR has seen many dramatic
shakeups on the world stage, and the future might
seem more uncertain than ever. Our mission has
been to shine light on enduring injustices, but also
highlight possible solutions and amplify the voice

TEAM

of those who are at the forefront of these solutions.
As we see in this edition, there is hope for humani-
ty for as long as we have activists risking their lives
to fight for just causes, and people working tire-
lessly to realize their vision for a better world.

THANK YOU FoR sharing your time with us and our
team, dear readers. When Utrikesperspektiv re-
turns next fall, the helm will be manned by Tobias
Adolfsson and Vilhelm Fritzon. We wish them the
best of luck in taking on this endeavor, and look
forward to seeing Utrikesperspektiv’s legacy carry
forward in the most capable of hands.

:" =

Goodbye and Good Luck!

Arttu Ndrhi & Saahil Waslekar
Editors-in-Chief
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PRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS

uch faster than expected, we find ourselves at the end

of this working year and of our time as President and

Vice President of this extraordinary association. Much

has happened since our board began its work last

summer. Environmental challenges, peace work on
a grassroots level and arms as a means of security are just a few of the
issues raised through our lectures, radio shows, study visits, and web-
zine and magazine articles alike. Our Career committee has continued
to shed light upon the different paths that await those interested in an
international career, and the Travel committee has completed successful
trips to Iceland and Lebanon. Sittnings and pub nights have provided a
socialization settings for all of our members throughout the year, and our
PR committee has taken care to masterfully promote each one.

For ALL oF this and more, we would like to applaud our wonderful active
members. It has been an honor to work for you. To our benefactors and
sponsors of this year within AF, CMES, LUCSUS, Folkuniversitet and
Folke Bernadotteakademin: thank you for helping us turn our projects
and ideas into reality. Finally, we would like to thank our fellow board
members for making this an unforgettable year for the both of us. It has
truly been a pleasure getting to know all of you and to see your unlimited
creativity and passion.

As WE ARE preparing to step down, we would like to congratulate those
elected to the next year’s board. We especially wish to congratulate our
excellent successors as President and Vice President, Kajsa Fernstrom
Natby and Sofia Hoglund. We wish you both the best of luck as you em-
bark upon an adventure that promises to be very rewarding.

WHILE THIS WORKING year may have come to an end, UPF will continue
to grow older and wiser, providing students in Lund with a platform for
discussion and debate on foreign affairs. In the hopes of your continued
engagement with this remarkable association, we wish you a lovely sum-
mer and hope to see you all in September.

On behalf of the board,

President Anahita Nicoobayan Shiri &
Vice President Oscar Waldner
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WORLD BRIEF

ARTTU NARHI

What to Look Forward to
this Summer?

UPF is soon heading on its usual summer hi-
atus. In our absence, Utrikesperspektiv has
gathered a list of the most significant events
happening this summer. The next edition of
Utrikesperspektiv will be published in the fall.

ummer 2016 is looking exciting on the

landscape of major world events. While

we will be on vacation, this World Brief

will be listing topics that are worthy of

coverage, but are yet to happen. The ob-
vious big time events involving the US Presidential
Elections and the Brexit referendum are not men-
tioned, because they were discussed in Utrikes-
perspektiv #1/2016. Go to Issuu.com to read up
on them!

TuE 2016 SumMmER Olympics in Rio de Janeiro will
open on 5th of August. This comes at an auspi-
cious time for Brazil, as their former and current
presidents are embroiled in corruption scandals,
with Brazilians taking to the streets en masse to
protest. More on this in our article on page 29. The
international athletic community is also in a state
of upheaval; as IAAF.org reports, the Russian Ath-
letics Federation has still not been cleared on their
systematic doping abuse. Russian participation in
Rio will be decided by the TAAF this May.

Russia 1s at the center stage for political elections
this summer too. In 2014, President Putin signed
into law a new electoral system, where all seats in
the lower house of parliament will be elected on
the same day. RT.com reports that half of the 450
MPs will be elected on party tickets, and the other
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half will come from “single-mandate independent
constituencies.” The Election Day has been set for
the 18th of September, 2016.

THE UPCOMING SUMMER has big scientific achieve-
ments in store for humanity. NASA’s Juno probe
is scheduled to reach Jupiter at the beginning
of July. The goal of the mission is to understand
Jupiter’s evolution, observe the planet’s compo-
sition and to map out magnetic fields. Juno was
launched in 2011, and itis the fastest manmade ob-
ject to date traveling at 250,000 kmph, according
to JPL.NASA.gov.

Tue 71st sessioN of the UN General Assembly is
scheduled to begin in the middle of September.
The agenda for the session is due to be released at
least 60 days before the beginning of the assembly.
This will contain all items proposed by UN dele-
gates, actors or organs of the UN for the upcoming
session. The assembly will also elect its President

ANDIDATA @

at the beginning of the session. The 70th session
has been presided over by the former speaker of
the Danish Parliament Morgens Lykketoft.

In SwepeN, THE annual Almedalsvecka political
festival will be once again held in Visby. Starting
on the 3rd of July, each Swedish parliamentary
party gets a day to discuss issues closest to them in
a series of seminars, TV broadcasts, and other so-
cial events. UPF Lund, as always, is heading there
too. Almedalsvecka.info reports that 3,465 events
were arranged for approximately 35,000 people
last year.

UPF Lunb 1s slowly beginning to withdraw for the
summer, but we will be back in September as al-
ways! Ready for a new year of political discussion,
inspiring lectures, and the fantastic student activi-
ties we pride ourselves in. @

Photo: Wikimedia commons



FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

JOHANNES ERNSTBERGER, ETHIOPIA

Where is the Promised Land for Ethiopian Jews?

While thousands of Ethiopian-born
Jews take to the streets of Israel
and shout out their frustration over
years of discrimination, the Israeli
government struggles to find a sen-
sible approach to dealing with ques-
tions of Ethiopian migration.

n Ethiopia, Jews have been dis-

criminated against for centu-

ries. Historically not permitted

to cultivate lands, they were

forced into craftsmanship; pro-
fessions traditionally connoted with
sorcery in the largely Orthodox Chris-
tian state. Jews were seen as backward
people at best, and as the servants of the
devil at worst - people who would turn
into hyenas at night.

As A RresuLt, past decades have seen
massive migration of Ethiopian Jews
to Israel. For decades, under the Law of
Return, Israel has encouraged Jews to
move from their home countries to the
relatively new Israeli State. The Law
of Return allows every member of an
acknowledged Jewish community to
make aliyah, meaning to migrate to the
Promised Land, Israel, and become an
Israeli citizen. In some instances the
Israeli government has even facilitated
mass migration by actively flying out
Jews from areas of military conflict.
So happened in Ethiopia: In multiple
secret service operations during the
1980’s and finally in a large scale mili-
tary operation in 1991, titled ‘Operation
Solomor, the Israeli Air force airlifted
the majority of the Beta Israel, the Ethi-
opian Jewish community.

HowEvVER, OPERATION SoLoMON lasted
less than 36 hours, and not all Ethiopian
Jews made it in time to the checkpoints.
A couple of thousand members of the
Beta Israel were left behind and have

been looking for possibilities to make
aliyah until today.

ETHIOPIA OFFICIALLY RECOGNIZED free-
dom of religion in 1995. However, Irene
Orleansky, an Israeli documentary film-
maker who is involved with a rural Beta
Israel community, claims that the mis-
fortune experienced in rural Ethiopia,
such as illness and accidents, are still
attributed to Jewish witchcraft today.
They are sometimes followed by vio-
lent attacks against Jews. Many rural
Jewish communities keep underground
and practice Orthodox Christianity on
the outside, while sneaking off to hid-
den synagogues each Saturday.

For maNY ETHI0PIAN Jews, Israel is the
Promised Land, not only in religious
terms but even as a socio-economic
haven. In the end, the will to migrate
from Ethiopia is strong not only with-

&6 \WOULD THE

GOVERNMENT TELL

EVEN ONE JEW

FROM RUSSIA, OR

EUROPE, OR

AMERICA WHO HAD
FAMILY IN ISRAEL,
“WE DON'T HAVE
THE MONEY TO
BRING YOU HERE"?




Israeli ethiopians pro-
test against racism in
Jerusalem.

in the Jewish community. However,
the dream of a bright future in Israel
might be an illusion. In reality, Ethio-
pian-born residents face difficult times
in their new home too. According to
recent reports, Ethiopians and their de-
scendants in Israel earn 30% less than
the average Israeli, and they are twice
as likely to end up in jail. On top of that,
there have been regular accusations
of systematic racial discrimination. In
May 2015, these accusations reached a
new peak when thousands of protesters
took to the streets of Tel Aviv following
the unprovoked beating up of a black
Ethiopian-Israeli soldier by two white
police men.

So whEN IN November 2015 the Israeli
parliament approved a decision to al-
low the migration of 9,000 Ethiopian
Jews who had been “left behind” in Ad-
dis Ababa and Gondar, many saw this
as a sign of support for the Ethiopian
Jewish community. However, just four
months later and before any Ethiopi-
ans were able to migrate, this decision
was overturned by Prime Minister Net-
anyahu himself. He argued that current
security crises, especially the threat of
Islamic terror in Turkey meant that the
Israeli government could not find suf-
ficient funding for airlifting any Ethio-
pian Jews.

Backing pown From the decision was
met by fierce protests, both on the
street and in parliament. Two MPs,
themselves Ethiopian-born Jews start-
ed to boycott all parliament decisions,
putting Netanyahu’s Likud party’s 61-
t0-59 majority at a risk. In Jerusalem,
the decision sparked off protests as
many Ethiopian Jews saw it as yet an-
other example of racial discrimination.
Protesters interviewed by AFP News
Agency bring up that for other Jewish
communities aliyah has always been
encouraged, but “when it comes to
Jews from Ethiopia, everyone refuses.”
“Would the government tell even one
Jew from Russia, or Europe, or America
who had family in Israel we don’t have
the money to bring you here?”, a frus-
trated protester asked.

THE IsRAELT GOVERNMENT did show that
they had serious concerns for their cit-
izens’ safety in Turkey and started to
call them back in late March. Stll, the
trust of Ethiopian Jews towards the Is-
raeli government seems more shattered
than ever before. For many, the wait for
a final decision continues, and many
Ethiopian Jewish families are separat-
ed between a country where they are
discriminated against because of their
religion, and a country where they are
discriminated against because of their
skin colour. @
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FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE

SOFIA EKHEM, SERBIA

A Country in Between...

A country in a region with a turbu-
lent history on the way to new begin-
nings. What does Serbia’s approach
towards the EU look like? Further-
more, what aspects of the country’s
history and different ideas about the
future influences this process?

erbia and the Balkans have
been troubled by instability
for centuries; most recently
with the wars in the 1990’
that followed as a conse-
quence of the disintegration of Yugo-
slavia. The ascension into the European
Union has already begun, but the pro-
cess is affected by issues relating to the
country’s past and ideas of its future.
Major challenges lie ahead when it
comes to reforming society in line with
EU standards, but as a key country in
the region, Serbia plays an important
role in the stabilization of the Balkans.

“THE POSITIVE DEVELOPMENT of Serbia
is strongly tied to the creation of long
term stability, and the accession of Ser-
bia to the EU is the best guarantee for
this to be achieved” says Christer Asp,
Ambassador of Sweden to Serbia and
Montenegro. He emphasizes that join-
ing the EU is the most natural step for
Serbia to take regarding access to and
participation in the internal European
market.

YUGOSLAVIA’S COLLAPSE CREATED an
ideological vacuum. When the rest of
the world was driven by globalization
another idea was gaining ground in
Serbia: nationalism. The country be-
came more and more introvert while
other nations were beginning to open
up. “Yugoslavia had a broader view to-
wards the rest of the world. It was an
example of a relatively well functioning
socialist economy model” says Bojan
Cvilak, political officer with a special
focus on Serbian EU integration at the
Embassy of Sweden in Belgrade. When
nationalism gained ground in Serbia,
the eountry became ideologically irrel-
evant to the outside world. National-
ism was the answer to the unanswered
questions Serbiawas left with after the
fall of Yugoslavia: focus should be on
nation-building and the creation and
exculpation of a national identity. His-
tory, culture and a feeling of commu-
nity were important. This was a period
when people focused on the past, not
the present or future.

So now wourp EU membership benefit
Serbia? First and foremost, Serbia re-
quires a redefinition of the core princi-
ples in its society regarding legislation,
institutional independence, and power
balance. The process towards attaining
EU membership is a way for Serbia to
work on all parts of its political and so-

Background: Demokratska Stranka DS/flickr
Coat of Arms: Wikimedia Commons



cial systems, step by step. This started
in 2007 when Serbia initiated a Stabili-
sation and Association Agreement with
the EU, and in 2013 they fulfilled the de-
mands of, and received, full candidate
status. The negotiation process for any
candidate country is done based on 35
different chapters of acquis. The chap-
ters correspond to the different areas
where reforms are needed in order to
meet the ascension conditions. Serbia is
now looking to open chapter 23 about
judiciary and fundamental rights, and
chapter 24 about justice, freedom and
security. These are important chapters
for Serbia as big reforms are needed.

NATIONALISM
WAS THE

ANSWER TO THE

UNANSWERED
QUESTIONS

SERBIA WAS LEF L

WIFHAFTER
THE FALL OF
YUGOSLAVIA

THE GENERAL UNDERSTANDING, both
among the people and politicians, is
that EU membership would be best for
Serbia. The rational idea of belonging to
something bigger as a means of becom-
ing more relevant and stronger is recog-
nized, but naturally there are still major
obstacles. For example, the involvement
of EU nations in the Kosovo War is a
very sensitive issue in Serbia. Another
fact that is disturbing for some is the
bombing of Serbia by NATO, consist-
ing of many EU member states, during
the Kosovo war and Milosevic regime
in 1999. “For many people here, Koso-

vo is an integral part of Serbia, and the
bombings were perceived as an unfair
collective punishment for failed poli-
cies of the government. They consider
the conflict to be an internal matter and
the bombings have created a long term
ambivalence” says Bojan Cvilak.

ANOTHER FACTOR IN Serbia’s process is
the Russian involvement in the region.
The bond with Russia is strong - cul-
ture, language, religion and the Slavic
identity. Opinion polls in Serbia show
that people have a more favorable view
of Russia, but want to live and work in
the EU. Russia is not the motherland,
but rather a distant relative that you
still have strong feelings for. The idea of
Russia is not so deep, itis more a feeling
of belonging and sympathy. There are
two different views, where one states
that Russia is simply the better part-
ner to cooperate with, and the other is
based on a bond of tradition.

AwmBAssADOR CHRISTER Asp has an opti-
mistic prognosis for Serbia’s ascension
to the EU:“I think that it is possible for
the negotiations about Serbia’s mem-
bership to be finished in large parts in
2020, provided that the Government of
Serbia continues on the reform path,
and that the EU member states steadi-
ly follow the rules guiding the enlarge-
ment process. To this end, recent par-
liamentary elections in Serbia has given
the Government a strong mandateito
stay on the reform course.” @
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UPF IN BEIRUT, LEBANON

JONAS ASKER, HEAD OF TRAVEL COMMITTEE

UPF in Lebanon - 6th to 9th April, 2016

Crammed in between powerful
neighbors with regional ambitions,
Lebanon has had to navigate dire
straits throughout its history. The
civil war has left scars, but in Beirut,
there is hope. Fascinated by Leba-
non’s turbulent past, UPF’s Travel
Committee traveled there to learn
more.

eirut’s skyline finally ap-

pears from the airplane

window after a long flight.

In the distance, one sees

the rolling hills of this an-
cient city, situated by the coast in the
eastern Mediterranean. It was just after
midnight on Wednesday, April 6th, as
UPF’s Travel Committee left the plane
and walked into the almost empty ter-
minal. Few tourists arrive at this time
of night, or at all. Last fall’s terrorist
attack in southern Beirut, discouraged
western tourists to visit the city. What
is worse for the Lebanese economy, is
at, all Gulf States now caution their
inst traveling here. There
e to this decision than
ishing Lebanon eco-
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between groups in the already divided
and sectarian society. The most obvious
evidence of this, even for foreigners,
is the state of the garbage disposal de-
partment. Beirut has not had a working
garbage system for six months, which
makes walking through certain parts of
the city an unpleasant experience. Re-
cently, the conversation reached new
levels of absurdity, with debaters claim-
ing that the only way forward was reli-
giously segregated landfills.

StiL, Hourey cramvs there is hope.
Military dictators and religious extrem-
ists do not have answers for the kind of
questions that the Lebanese youth are
asking. Moreover, they are in search for
a better life, the opportunity to improve
their situation. All in all, Lebanese so-
ciety will have to revisit the discussion
on democracy and how to improve their
public institutions, he says.

Sunpay, 9tH oF April was the last day
for UPF in Beirut. A street festival took
place in Furn Al Hayek, a central dis-
trict of downtown Beirut. The buildings
were newly renovated in French colo-
nial style, and the stores that occupied
them were super hip, although there
were still signs of the city’s previous
struggle in these quarters. A DJ plays
house music from a stage and middle
slass families stroll the street, eating
~and enjoying themselves. A
s on a wall, with the
our thoughts on civil
o religion, race
e

hed

T people |



irut Photo Gallery

Be

13



THE ITINERARY

WEDNESDAY APRIL 6TH

THURSDAY APRIL7TH

FRIDAY APRIL 8TH

SATURDAY APRIL 9TH

SUNDAY APRIL 10TH

Photos p.13-14: Runa Aarset, Emelie Wendesten, Caroline Asker,
14 Ludwig Bengtsson Soneson, Stina Hinderson



PEIN BEIRUT, LEBANON

STINA HINDERSON, HEAD OF LEC

The Lebanese
LGB T-communitys
\ Discrimination by a

* Colonial Legacy

“TURE COMMITTEIi"

' people getting exposed if they wer :
there for help, as homosexua]yy

While in Beirut, the Travel Com-
mittee visited Helem. Human rights
and grassroots movements was on
the agenda during a visit to the first
LGBT center in the Arabic world.

t was noon, when we had ar-
rived. There . was nothing
marked on thedoor which di-
rected us up to the community
center. This community center
is a new one. They decided to split it
as the old one was becoming more re=

forbidden by law in Lebanon.

HED IN 2004, Helem is the old-
[ organization in all the Arabic
While Lebanon is progres-
sive In many ways, the situation for
LGBT people has a long way to go. The
French colonial relic Article 534 only
mentions, “sexual intercourse contrary
to the order of nature”, but is used to
criminalize homosexuality. In a recent
landmark on the path to abolishing the
article, a judge declared that “nature” is
not defined well enough to determine
that homosexuality could go against it.
The Article is still in existence however.

While people are nottortured and im-

prisoned as often these days, the num-
ber ofdetained people is still high.

THE GENERAL OPINION about LGBT
people is not positive, as tradition and
powerful ‘religious communities: have
not” found: @mmon ground  towards
the group. People are subjected to a lot
of diserimination, risk of getting fired
‘workplace and shunned

situation is even worse for transgender
people as the people from Helem ex-
plained to'us, “a gay person can just lie
* and refrain from not telling their boss
about thefr situation. When the em-
ployer sees the transgender persen’s 1D

L0 “they will find out and.not hire themy”

HoOwWEVER, THE SITU:}fﬁ)N has- 'S/lighﬂy
improved over the past ten years. Pre-
viously, some stores refused seryice to
“cay-looking” people and the/ police
conducted “anal exams” to tegf to prove
if a man was gay or not. Nuch of the
improvement is due tofHelem’s work.
“Just ten years ago tli€re were no words
for homosexual aidd transgender in Ar-
abic. If media reported on it, they only
used slurs. So/we invented them and
while the progess was long and difficult
they have now adapted our words for
it”

Background: torbakhopper/flickr

families if found out. The —

15

3 N



As flowers begin to blossom in Sweden, revolutions and social movements
continue to bloom across the Middle East and North Africa. The uprising will
change the region forever but will also impact life and business in Sweden.

Stay informed by following CMES Reports or by attending our public seminars
for comprehensive analysis on the Middle East and North Africa
www.cmes.lu.se - facebook.com/cmeslund

Photo: CMES, Finngatan 16, Lund



- EN GLOBAL FRAMMARCH?

et ar en sval onsdagskvill
och Utrikespolitiska
Foreningen intar som
vanligt Café Athen for
veckans foreldsning.
astar gor Drude Dahlerup som skall
foreldsa under rubriken “Women
in Politics”. Dahlerup ér professor i
atsvetenskap vid Stockholms Uni-
sitet och &r etablerad forskare och
ivare nir det kommer till konsten
kvotering inom politiska system
parlamentariska val. Hon berit-
der var intervju hur hon reser
n runt i syftet att bista regering-
tt implementera konskvotering
politiska system. ”Vanligvis nar
mer tll ett nytt land far vii den
ionella delegationen - oftast
experter — en vecka pa oss i
ete. Under denna tid skall vi
a faktorer bakom kvinnornas
resentation, triffa kvinnoor-
itiska partier, NGOs,

janter och  oftast
ns om saken med
fredagen skall vi
till dndringar i
oteringsregler
ingsprocessen.
it hem, skrivs en
rapport med forslag till
t battre kunna inklude-

Konskvo

stalldhets
att genom
det i sa
terade kone

heter i samh

onskade skev-

s huvudsakl-

Island dr ”bdst” pd jamstdlldhet. Regeringen i Bolivia har genomgdtt en “gender chock” och i Rwanda dr

den "kvinnodominerad”. Drude Dahlerup berdttar om hur kvinnor under kort tid globalt sett tagit mer och

mer utrymme i det politiska rummet trots att den totala representationen fortfarande ligger pd ldga 22 %
och konskvoteringens roll i detta

-igen i tre olika typer; reserverade
platser, juridiska kandidatkvoter samt
partikvoter. Syftet dr att tillforsdkra
kvinnlig representation pa ett mini-
mum av 30-40 %. Saledes dmnar de
flesta kvoteringssystem att stirka
kvinnlig representation medan andra
system bygger pa “konsneutralitetet”
vilket innebér att inget kon far rep-
resentera mer &n exempelvis 60 %.

KONSKVOTERING AR DEN snabba metoden
och foresprakas av de som anser att
kvinnor blir utestingda pa grund av
institutionella  exkluderingsmekanis-
mer. Foresprakare av den langsamma
metoden ser snarare ett behov i att om-
fordela resurser for att pa sa satt till-
forsakra att kvinnor kan gora karridr
pa samma villkor som mén. Dahlerup
beskriver hur den snabba modellen &r
attraktiv just pa grund av dess effektiva
och tydliga resultat. “Jag blir tillfragad
av kvinnor 6verallt i den Globala Syden
om hur lang tid det tog for kvinnor i
Norden att komma upp till 40 %, och
jag maste ju svara att det tog 100 ar! "We
are not going to wait that long’, dr svaret
ofta. Dérfor foredrar sa manga lander
idag fast track politik med kvotering”.

FORUTOM KVOTERINGENS GLOBALA utbred-
ning fragar jag dven om Dahlerups per-
sonliga intresse for kvotering; ”Jag bor-
jade forska om kvotering da jag kinde
pamig att det var nagot nytt globalt som
var pa gang. Tillsammans med min kol-
lega, Lenita Freidenvall, ansokte jag om
pengar fran Svenska Vetenskapsradet
for att



fa organisera en konferens for forskare
inom alla stora regioner i virlden. Kon-
ferensen resulterade i den forsta boken
om konskvotering i politiken; Women,
Quotas and Politics. Jag trodde att jag
skulle arbeta om detta dmne i 3-4 ar,
men det fortsitter... Idag ar jag radgi-
vare at manga internationella organisa-
tioner, UN Women, UNDP, Inter-Par-
liamentary Union, IPU och i ldnder
som Sierre Leone, Kambodja, Tunisien,
Eqypten, Butan och nu senast Kenya”.

UNDER FORELASNINGEN KARTLADE
Dahlerup kvoteringens korta — men in-
tensiva — framvéxt framfor en fullsatt
publik. Speciellt fokus lades pa kvoter-
ing i den tredje virlden samt behovet
att inkludera kvinnor i parlamentariska
val. ”Vi ser att fler post-konflikt lander
for igenom konstitutioner nu déar kvin-
nor och alla minoriteter inkluderas via
kvoteringsregler, som dérefter skall
utmyntas i nya vallagar. Dértill kom-
mer FNs viktiga resolution 1325 om
kvinnors inkludering i fredsprocessen.
Har finns dock stora problem med im-
plementering, vilket vi bland annat sag i
skapande av Sydsudan, dir kvinnor mer
eller mindre bankade pa dorren men
endast ett fatal blev insldppta i forhan-
dlingarna for att fa stop pa konflikten.”

I sITT JAMSTALLDHETSARBETE Mmaste
Dahlerup arbeta kontextbaserat. Olika
linder kriaver olika losningar da det
finns olika orsaker till varfor kvinnor
utestidngs fran politiken. Hon beréttar
att det finns de linder som antar att
demokrati indirekt innebidr en jamn
representation, vilket var fallet néar
hon kom till Bhutan. Dédr man infort
demokrati men blev forvanade nir de
endast fick 8 kvinnor invalda, ”Men vi
har ju fria val nu” Och det finns inga
formella barridrer alls, varfor ar sa fa
kvinnor invalda?. Sa hors ofta, tex. i
Egypten efter Mubaraks fall. Men det dr
sjalvklart naivt atttro att du kanskapaen
jamstilld institution, nir hela samhallet
ar ojamstillt och ddr som jag kallar det
’ojamstalldheten sitter i viggarna’. Men

aven kvinnorittsorganisationerna skyl-
ler lag representation pa kvinnor, da de
menar att kvinnor inte rostar pa kvin-
nor. Ett (mot?)argument som jag dven
hort i Egypten, Marocko, med mera. Da
fragar jag alltid dem "Hur vet du det?
Har ni inte hemlig rostning?’ Nir man
sedan kollar pa statistiken mérker man
att det ofta inte finns en kvinnlig repre-
sentant att rosta pa. Sa diagnosen ar helt
fel, det ar inte kvinnor som inte rostar
pa kvinnor, utan det finns inte till-
rackligt med kvinnor att rosta pa. Man
maste se till vem det dr som kontrol-
lerar nomineringarna i forsta hand.”.

ErT ATERKOMMANDE ARGUMENT mot
konskvotering dr om kvinnorna ifraga
ar kvalificerade for arbetet. Da bor vi
istdllet vanda pa frasen och fraga, hur
kvalificerade 4r mdnnen? Nér jag fragar
Dahlerup varfor hon tror sa pass man-
ga fortfarande dr emot konskvotering
svarar hon; ”Dérfor att det krockar med
idén om att mén &r val-
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-da baserat pa deras
kompetens, medan
forskning har visat
att en homosocial
rekrytering har &dgt
rum - dir mén ten-
derar att vilja an-
dra min fran sina
natverk.  Partierna
ar likt “gatekeepers”
till fortroendeposter,
och de borde vara
mer vittomfattande i
forhallande till kon,
minoriteter med
mera.

k6 ‘0JAMSTA

ANDOCK FORTSATTER KVOTERING att vinna
ny mark ochjag fragar varfor hontror att
detblivitsa populért, ”Vi har en ny glob-
al diskurs, en diskurs som uppmuntrar
kvinnlig politisk representation i sin
stravan att framsta som ’modern’ och
’demokratisk’. Dessutom édr det manga
post-konflikter stater som vill starta om
fran borjan och skapa ett inrostat parla-
ment som aterspeglar sammanséattnin-
gen i samhaéllet. I manga fall tar man
efter grannlander, sasom i Sydamerika
ddr Argentina har tagit enledande roll.”

SamripicT som vi bevittnar en uppgang i
det globala syd pagar det en nedatgang i
Skandinavien. En stagnation som fa ver-
kar tala om. Dahlerup forklarar att detta
beror pa utvecklingen av nationalistiska
partier som far mer och mer inflytande,
en forklaring som indirekt pekar pa
att dessa partier dr mansdominerande.
Ho understryker ddrmed vikten av att

uppratthalla arbetet pa hemmaplan.
”Skandinavien &r inte lingre den enda
modellen, dven om vi varit det under
lang tid.. Jamstédlldhet ar inget som
bara ’sker’ med tiden utan nagot som
maste kidmpas for. Backlashes dr mojligt
och speciellti krigstider dér patriarkala
strukturer dr myckethardaattbrytaner.”

FORELASNINGEN AVSLUTAS MED efterfol-
jande diskussion. Sverige firar snart 100
ar med kvinnlig rostratt men har fort-
farande en bra bit kvar. Vi far hoppas
att den globala utvecklingen fortsétter i
samma takt och inte tar likt som for oss,
ett sekel; “Det ar viktigt for kvinnor och
mén att se sig sjdlva inom olika yrken.
Men man far ofta hora att kvinnor inte
skall vara sa otaliga och att jamstalld-
het kommer komma. Men ojamstalld-
heten sitter i viggarna, och det beror
pa diskriminering och exkludering.
Konskvotering kan tvinga de politiska
partier att oppna rekryteringsproces-
sen och borja vilja seriost bland alla de
kompetenta kvinnor, som de facto finns
i civilsamhéllen 6ver hela vérlden..” ®

Text and photo: Sandra Jakobsson
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INTERVIEW

PRESIDENT JOSE RAMOS-HORTA

RN
“With areally
poor taylor ina
forgotten townin |
Guinea-Bissau.
I was visiting
the area and
decided to walk
and explore when
I saw this very
kind gentleman B
who had setup
business with

an old sowing
machine on the
veranda of an old
‘house. I noticed
he didn’t any
‘material to sow.”

President José
Ramos-Horta

Nobel Peace Laureate: Jose Ramos-Horta

President José Ramos-Horta’s struggle personifies hope, among many such struggles seen across
the 20th century. Through this interview, Utrikesperspektiv shares what it really means to cre-
ate peace from grassroots action.

By: Saahil Waslekar

You left East Timor in order
to forward the plea of the East
Timorese people, against the
occupation and oppression of
Indonesia, to the United Na-
tions at the age of twenty-five,
as Foreign Minister

How was it possible for you
to become the Foreign Min-
ister of East Timor at the age
of twenty five? How did you
manage and with what hope
did you address the United
Nations?

It was by accident of history. We
were all young. 1 was the only
one with some English and some
grasp of international politics. 1
managed to address the United
Nations through the good of-
fices of some friendly Govern-
ments at that time like Tanzania,



Mozambique, Portugal. Portugal
lodged a complaint to the Unit-
ed Nations Security Council
(UNSC) on Indonesia’s invasion
of East Timor, then still legally
considered to be a Portuguese
administered Territory. I was
very hopeful, our only hope, full
of innocence and naiveté about
the UN.

Very soon after securing a unan-
imous UNSC resolution calling
on Indonesia to withdraw its
forces from Timor-Leste (TL), I
learned my first lesson in inter-
national hypocrisy: the United
States of America (USA) having
voted for the UNSC neverthe-

“Shopping
in a popular
market. I
would visit

8 this market

" called ‘Caracol’

eat much at
|| home I always
. bought tones
. of vegetables,
fruits, just to
leave some
money behind.”

President José
Ramos-Horta

less continued to supply weap-
ons to Indonesia which enabled
it to continue to prosecute the
war in TL in defiance of the
same UNSC resolution that the
US voted for.

The National Council of Mau-
bere Resistance’s (umbrella
political organisation against
Indonesian occupation) Peace
Plan document was instru-
mental in contributing to-
wards East Timor freedom

As face of CNRM'’s Peace Plan
abroad, did your experiences
and learnings from the inter-
national stage contribute to

formation of the plan?

Well, one learns through expe-
rience, studying, through one’s
own instinct sometimes.

How did you communicate
with leaders back home in the
1970-1980s? How did you feel
when you received the Nobel
Peace Prize?

Communication was extremely
difficult. For years we didn’t have
any direct communication. But
we received reports via Church
channels, the Church being the
only institution on the ground
and somewhat preserved, safe.

Photos: President José Ramos-Horta
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1 was surprised, embarrassed,
when 1 heard the news that
I had been awarded the No-
bel Peace Prize, I never ever
thought about it let alone lobby-
ing anyone to nominate me for
the Prize.

You stood as an Independent
candidate to the post of Pres-
ident of East Timor

As President, seeing East
Timor shape on a daily basis,
were you convinced that the
people of East Timor were liv-
ing peacefully?

I did much to restore peace to
the people, restore lost hopes
and faith, by crisscrossing the
country, visiting the common
people everywhere; 1T engaged
all in dialogue; T launched cre-
ative initiatives through sports
and culture, films, etc to pro-
mote peace. And I succeeded.
By the time I handed over the
presidency to my successor, five
years later, the country was dra-
matically different from the one
I had received. My conscience
was at ease.

You are the United Nations’
special Representative and
Head of the United Nations In-
tegrated Peacebuilding Office

in Guinea-Bissau (UNIOGBIS)
How do you contribute to sus-
tainable peace today?

I was... I am not now. I was the
Special Representative of the
Secretary-General (SRSG) from
Feb 2013 to July 2014. 1 did
contribute my share to restore
constitutional order and more
important hope to the people
of Guinea-Bissau. 1 left when
the country was back on tract
to peaceful, democratic regime.
Thousands of simple people,
street vendors, bid me farewell.
Many cried when I left. This was
the best, more heartfelt tribute I
felt.

Yours is a story of hope, perse-
verance and self determination

What is your advice to those
youth who aspire to contrib-
ute to peace and eradicate
challenges of today?

First advice to youth: study,
study and study, to excel, to be
the very best, to be the pride
of your family, community and
country, and to serve the people.

Second: never surrender to ha-
tred, violence. Respond to vio-
lence with messages and acts of
tolerance, understanding, love.

About...

President José Ramos-Horta
received the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1996 alongside his
countryman, Bishop Carlos
Filipe Ximenes Belo, ‘for
their work towards a just

and peaceful solution to

the conflict in East Timor’.
Between 2007 and 2012, the
respected Nobel laureate
served as the second
President of the Democratic
Republic of

Timor-Leste. Today, President
Ramos-Horta continues
working for peacebuilding.

Third: embrace the poorest of
the poor in your school. Look
out for the neediest student in
your classroom, in the school.
Share what you may have; some
clothing, shoes, food, books.

Fourth: identify a possible proj-
ect in a poor community where
you and other students may de-
velop to improve the lives of the
people; maybe clean water and
sanitation; solar lighting? Free
internet? @

NEVER SURRENDER

TO HATRED, VIOLENCE




#RespectRejected

Black Lives Matter and the
Death of Respectability Politics

The murder of Trayvon Martin, Michael Brown, Tamir Rice, Sandra Bland, Freddie Gray and
countless other Black Americans whilst under police protection has been a catalyst for the na-
tionwide Black Lives Matter movement. With their deaths the use of politics of respectability, a
tactic used in the 1960s American Civil Rights movement, died as well.

Martin Luther King giving
his ‘I Have a Dream’ speech
in Washington, D.C. on 28
August 1963

|Photo: National Archives
and Records
Administration
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N AprIL 16TH 1963, Mar-

tin Luther King wrote his

seminal open letter from

his incarceration in Bir-

mingham jail in which he
defended the benefits of non-violent re-
sistance to combat racism and the need
for direct action outside established
institutions to challenge oppression.
More than fifty years from then, black
people in America continue to face dis-
proportionate incarceration and death
at the hands of state apparatus. Further,
black people are still more likely to be
unemployed, live in poverty and have
fewer opportunities for social mobility
than their white counterparts.

INn TRUE 21sT century fashion, the Black
Lives Matter movement (BLM) began
as a hashtag. Following the acquittal
of George Zimmerman for the death of
Trayvon Martin, black community lead-
er Alicia Garza wrote a Facebook post
and signed it “Our lives matter, Black
lives matter” This was hash-tagged by
Opal Tometti, support was given by
Patrisse Cullors through social media
and the Black lives Matter movement
began. What sets the BLM movement
apart from the non-violent civil rights
movement of the 60s is the new ave-
nues that have been opened for com-
munity organisation through advances
in technology. Twitter and Facebook
have made the dream of a truly hori-
zontally organised movement of the
citizens a reality. Furthermore, during
the 60s spreading information or high-
lighting instances of state oppression
required finding space in newspapers,
having access to telephones and time on
news stations. This required support of
established institutions and friendship
of the almost exclusive white members
of them.

INTERESTINGLY, BLACK PEOPLE are dispro-
portionately represented on Twitter —
they make up 25% of the Twitter sphere
while they only making up 13.2% of
the American population, according to

66 s PRESIDENTIAL

CANDIDATES

DISMISS BLM: LET’S
GET BACK TO THE

ISSUES

Gawker,com. This has led to a phenom-
enon, currently being studied at univer-
sities such as the University of South-
ern California. Referred to as “Black
Twitter” in which the black community
excels at drumming up support through
social media for a variety of topics, from
making fun of Kanye West to more se-
rious issues such as #lamJada — which
supports victims of sexual assault.

Tue BLM movEMENT is characterised by
its rejection of “respectability politics”
— the requirement that marginalised
groups present their grievances in line
with mainstream values rather than
challenging existing norms. Instead,
their acts of direct action take several
forms including “die-ins” (flash mobs
of people “dead” in areas to disrupt the
normal flow of people); marches and
most salient - disrupting political rallies
through both silent and vocal protests.
It is the last of these tactics that has
highlighted the tension between both
the old and the new black civil rights
movement, and between BLM and the
wider public.

BarBra REYNOLDS, VETERAN of the 60s
civil rights movement, in August, 2015,
published an article in which she ad-
monished the BLM movement for their
rejection of respectability politics. She
wrote “in the 1960s, activists confront
white mobs and police with dignity and



The ‘Million Hoodies

Union Square’
protest in response
to Trayvon Martin's
shooting death in
Sanford, Florida
Photo: David
Shankbone
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decorum” and that Black Lives Matter
demonstrations are “peppered with
hate speech (referencing chants that
claim policemen are killers), profanity,
and guys with sagging pants that show
their underwear.” Similarly, Reverend
Young, an aide to Martin Luther King
Junior, during the civil rights move-
ment, claims “white supremacy is a
sickness...you don’t get angry with sick
people; you work to heal the system. If
you get angry, it is contagious and you
end up acting as bad as the perpetra-
tors.”

A Mution Hoodiss
FOR TRAYVON MARTIN
h

A -
— (r.

As THE CURRENT American political race
becomes more polarised, BLM’s insis-
tence on rejecting political affiliations
puts the movement at odds with much
of politicised America. When BLM pro-
testors interrupted a Hilary Clinton
rally and confronted her about state-
ments she had made about the black
community, the presidential candidate
responded in a manner that has been
widely viewed by black commentators
and organisations as “dismissive.” She
reacted by stating, “let’s get back to the
issues,” before having the protestors re-
moved and Clinton was visibly agitated
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by the interruption. One need not look
too far to find multiple instances of
Trump supporters verbally and physi-
cally assaulting BLM protestors at his
rallies across the United States. Trump
himself defended his Birmingham sup-
porters who attacked a BLM protestor,
“maybe he should have been roughed
up because it was absolutely disgusting
what he was doing.” It has been wide-
ly reported that Bernie Sanders stood
back at his Seattle rally and allowed the
BLM protestors to speak. This claim
has been disputed by Seattle’s chapter
of BLM who paint a more hostile pic-
ture of the Senator’s reaction. However,
what is clear is his supporters were en-
thusiastic in showing their distaste for
the disruptive tactics of the BLM pro-
testors. Marissa Johnson, one of BLM
protestors on stage, writes, “the crowd
was outraged, chanting Senator Sand-
ers’ name during a moment of silence
for Mike Brown and calling for the
police to tase us while throwing water
bottles at us on stage.”

THE CONTEMPORARY FIGHT for civil rights
in America is not directly concerned
with promoting legislative change.
Unlike the 60s, when one could point
to discriminatory legislation, today’s
racism lurks within social interactions
— a disproportionate police response
towards black civilians is not written
in the black letter of the law, it is learnt
through institutionalised practices.
Thus, the tactics of the 60s, where “re-
spectable” victims were chosen and
walked through the legal process by
organised civil rights groups in an at-
tempt to change legislation, cannot be
applied to the current situation.

InstEAD, BLM 1s attempting to change
the hearts and minds of individuals
working within state institutions. De-
spite being charged with the same
crime, the length of Black men’s sen-
tences for federal crimes are 20% lon-
ger than their white counterparts - this
percentage only increases with the se-

verity of the crime. This is not a result
of unbalanced legislation in favour of
whites but the result of systemic norms
and values within the judicial system.
Similarly, the persistent failure for
grand juries to indict police officers af-
ter the shooting of black civilians does
not represent a failure of the grand jury
system itself but is instead an illustra-
tion of the perception of black victims
by the American people. Respectabili-
ty politics tells black activists: conduct
yourself in a way worthy of white peo-
ples respect and they will grant you that
respect. This conduct requires that you
fight within existing structures and in
line with mainstream values. BLM’s
core goal is to change the values and
norms inherent within institutions - to
change the status quo — by definition
this cannot be done with a policy of re-
spectability politics.

Tuus, THE CALL for a more tempered
response from the BLM movement is
antithesis to the organisation’s agenda
and undermines the changes they are
attempting to affect. It would appear as
though little has changed since Martin
Luther King Jr. wrote his Birmingham
jail letter:

“THE NEGRO’s GREAT stumbling block to
freedom....is the white moderate who is
more devoted to order than justice...who
constantly says, “I agree with you in the
goal you seek, but I can’t agree with your
methods of direct action.” — Martin Lu-
ther King Jr. Letter from Birmingham
Jail. @
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BRAZIL, IMPEACHMENT AND
GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT

As the political forces of Brazil come closer to the impeachment of President Dilma RoussefT,

Brazilian democracy is undergoing grassroots transformation both within parliament and on the
streets.

Former President Masnsﬁ'oteszI l'?l
Luiz Indcio Lula da ‘ Brasilia on 13 Marchyg
Silva s 2016@
Photo: Ricardo & = Photo: Agéncia
Stuckert

President Dilma |
Rousseff
Photo: Ricardo

Michel Temer
Photo: Anderson
iedel

Protest in Sdo Paulo
Photo: Agéncic
Brasi
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dthe impeachment borders on a politi-
cal coup, with the party seeing its longs
awaited opportunity to grab power andgg
implement its conservative agenda be-f*
fore the next election. Just hours aheadf™;

nder the succession of
Dilma Rousseff from the|
popular Luiz Inacio Lulal
da Silva, affectionatel
referred to as Lula Bra-*

hambers, Temer’s preemptive victor
peech was leaked to media.

b ¥rccession in 20 years with unemploy-‘
B mnent rates doubling to 8.2%. Prior to
#BRousseff, Lula was credited with lifting ‘ p—
ast swathes of the population out off &
poverty and making Brazil a growing A X

market and political power. Nothing
highlights this progress with such cer-i§ ’F ’MPEACHMENT
emony as the 2010 World Cup and the
iomeme " SCAN BE ACHIEVED
HOWEVER, SINCE 2014, the government: | O N L E S S E R C H A R G E S
has also been beleaguered with corrup- 9
tion scandals implicating its leaders. %
Corruption is no secretin Brazilian pol-l ‘iPR ECEDENT ’S
itics, but recent investigations exposing &
billion-dollar fraud involving the state SET FOR FURTHER
run oil company Petrobras were ex-
treme even by Brazilian standards. Ad-
B ¥ocates of impeachment see RoussefT; LEG’SLAT’VE COUPS

chairwoman of Petrobras prior to herg
presidency, as implicated in the cor-
ruption. However, the charges levied
Blacainst her revolve around whether or
not she instructed the treasury to ma-
_mpulate government accounts to min-
§imise the deficit before the 2014 presi-
‘ dential polls.

\ ROUSSEFF’S Workers' Parry has no
been immune to corruption charges E
with numerous federal and state pol-f#
iticians implicated in the Petrobras
scandal and so experienced somewha
of an identity crisis. With the populari-
ty of Lula attached to anti-neoliberalis ‘
sentiment and his broad social policies,
Rousseff has struggled to maintain her
record alongside failing in constitution-|
al reforms. This has resulted in a dis-jJ
tancing between the party’s voters andEa
its leadership. Rousseff herself faces a
image problem, with only 10% approvall
ratings. 8

ETHE ONGOING 2014 investigation into the
Petrobas scandal, dubbed Operatio
Car Wash, has seen 179 people indict-
ed, another 133 arrested, and 16 com-
\"4. panies implicated with involvement:
The investigation covers allegations
that executives and politicians inflated
construction prices and pocketed the
difference.

L}TADING ek ;P:[PEACHMENT 1ds i Oﬂ;eli " Prruaps symBoLic oF the state of affairs,
than Rousseff’s Vice-president, Michel 8p oo fr granted a ministry to her pre-

Py Temer, of the Bra}zllhan ‘]l)emoli:ratlc decessor, Lula, effectively giving him
' overiey Fartg Al el s yimmunity to the charges of his involve-
member of the ruling coalition. Temer,s §

1 hirds of h iment in Petrobras, he too has been ac-
> welyas two LIEAS of congress push- Yo, e with, As well as given the leader-
ing for impeachment are also under

¢ N REEER di ship of the campaign against Rousseff’s
* corruption investigations. For pundits, impeachment within parliament.
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FoRrR BRAZILIANS, THE 1mpeachment pro- ,as that of Temer, as a move to austerl—

cess has exposed the rifts underlylng
W@the fabric of the country. The year 2015'
saw increasing protests in the streets,
both against and for the government.
This seemed to culminate in Marc
Wthis year, with estimates of 1.2 millio
to 3.6 million taking to the streets call-
ing for Rousseff’s impeachment. All
across social media, news networks
I%and in the streets, anti-Rousseff rheto-
ric is echoed, especially in the affluen

and white south. Whilst in the working

ty measures and the downsizing of the
social policies that lifted millions from®
poverty under Lula. Such policies aref
seen as the first step of disenfranchisingg

working-class voters and the millions/ Sl

living in favelas.

BRAZILIAN DISCONTENT SEEMS mMore com-|

plex than a merely anti-Rousseff cam-gi

&

of 4

2,

class north, where the Worker’s Par

" palgn with Reuters reported 61% fa-
(M vour of impeachment (down from 68%[9

.in March), a further 58% would also|

Wscck the impeachment of Temer. 78%§8

garners most support, Brazilians facefRare in favour of new elections, if both

institutionalised exclusion from thefidwere impeached. As a result, a silent’

'media and civic life. After all, it was %
these  constituencies that propelled
Lula to office.

S OUTSIDE OF THE parliament, grassroots
campaigners have emerged in support-|
P ing impeachment as a facet of their,
wider agendas. One such group is the
nascent Free Brazil Movement, whic
‘adheres to an economic libertarian

Mstance and cut from the same ideolog-

cal cloth as Reagan and Thatcher.
However, the leaders of FBM are not

, 'the conventional prosaic leaders o
yneo-liberalism, but college students
Jand millennials. It’s most recognised

simajority has emerged amongst those,
Wdependent on the social policies, those| "'Ga-

fearful of a right-wing government, and®

fmost common - those that see the en-

tirety of Brazilian politics as corrupt.

@Something that might explain this si-

lent majority circulates on Brazilian so- &
cial media “If you are not confused, you
are not informed”.

OPPOSITION PARTIES HAVE been success-

‘ful in its aggressive take down of Rous-

seff, but at the same time this has raised

L questions about the rigidity of the po- P

litical system. If impeachment can bey

fachieved on what lawmakers such asf

figure-head at19 years old, Kim Katagu-f*

biiri commands a strong social medi
i followership, as well as headlining a
pro-impeachment demonstrations up-|
wards of 200,000 people. The FBM
seeks the impeachment of Roussef

Win projecting its power on established
conservatives, with some equating 1tt
to a Brazilian Tea Party. Indeed, FBM
has received support from American
neo-liberalists such as Rand Paul and
the Cato institute.

W e E !
" implicated in corruption, now more so

the Attorney General see as “lesse
charges”, precedent is set for further
legislative coups.

(Wit CONGRESS OVERWHELMINGLY ap-
proving impeachment proceedings
on 17th April, the Senate looks next t
progress with the charges. As the im
peachment of Rousseff looks increas- §
ingly likely, the future of Brazilian pol- "4
itics looks far from it. With so many

.than ever, democratic institutions suc

IRRESPECTIVE oF THE millions of dem- @as the independent judiciary syste

P onstrators that took to the streets in
& favour of impeachment, there remains}
an element of pragmatism that persists

n Brazilians. With some seeing thel s

impeachment and subsequent shift off’
sovernment to right wing parties such

will be charged with the responsibil-
ity of holding parliament to public ac-
count, where others have failed. ®

By: Thomas M. Rogerson
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An Uncommon Grassroots Movement in Turkish History

Turkey has witnessed three highly
politicized grassroots movements
since the 1960s, The well-known Gezi
Park Protests was a unique peaceful
resistance sought to emancipate mil-
lions without promoting an ideology.

ocial movements can mean a

variety of things. Over time,

they have known to be a re-

jection of particular political

stand points and even gen-
erated an outbreak moment targeting
revolution. In this piece, I would like
to share my impressions on two major
social movements in Turkish history
where, almost all of my family members
including me took part.

THE MOST NOTEWORTHY and compre-
hensive grassroots movement in Tur-
key took place in the 1960s which was
materialized by the worldwide-known
“60’s generation” and continued in
1970s in some way. Since I have had the
opportunity to learn first-hand from
my relatives’ personal participations,
I am rather well aware of the move-
ment which erupted in the 1970s. At
the first half of the 70s, Turkey lacked
political authority. The functionality of
statehood had been in a fragile position
where the legislative structure almost
collapsed. In addition to this extreme
situation, there was an ongoing eco-
nomic embargo sanctioned as a result
of the Cyprus Invasion. It might be
hard to imagine in today’s age and time
although the consequence was seen
through lines stretching kilometers, in



Left: Protesters
having occupied a
building near Gezi

Park, a few days after
the protests began.

order to collect two litres of gasoline or
a package of coal.

THIS DYSTOPIAN ATMOSPHERE lived until
May, 1977. In Taksim Square of Istanbul,
33 people were murdered when they
celebrated Worker’s Day. This act was
the final straw leading to a three year
long grassroots movement between
right and left wing supporters. A year
after “Bloody May 17, social movements
became all more complicated. Political-
ly motivated groups clashed amongst
each other, announcing certain districts
as “clean neighbourhoods” for their
supporters and stratifying people by
their physical appearance.

AT THAT TIME, my uncle was a social-
ist student in Istanbul University. As a
childhood memory, I still remember the
discussion, when he shared with my fa-
ther, the incident of a fatal explosion in
the university faculty. He was lucky to
survive although, at the end of the day,
his best friend and thirty other people
were not.

TORI
WiL

OPTRESS
BY FM ER2Do
»~

THIS TURBULENCE APPEARED to have end-
ed in 1980 with the military coup d’état.
People voted in favour of new man-
date with great majority. However, the
new era only finished apparent clashes
among people on the street yet started
the covered intelligence and labelling
war carried out by military authorities.

TURKISH SOCIETY HAs managed to sur-
vive this politically motivated grass-
roots movements. It can be argued that
in the 1970s there was a general system-
ic problem combined with internal po-
litical instability. However, no one can
argue that the “2013 Gezi Movements”
were also a systemic failure. We, Turk-
ish society as a whole, nurtured the
environment leading to this social ex-
plosion prepared by the Justice and
Development Party (AKP in Turkish
Acronym).

AKP’s TWELVE YEARS of supremacy in
the government (2001-2013) has been
a remarkable era which can be taught
in political science departments. Their
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conservative agenda which ideally
leaning on economic development and
social justice has been beneficial for
some groups in Turkish society. These
groups were mostly third generation
migrants coming from rural areas of
Anatolia and those who suffered from
rapid urbanization. They have been a
predominant group within the popu-
lation who have been neither villagers
nor city locals but somewhere in lim-
bo. AKP’s well-designed conservative
agenda directly integrated them into
the political sphere. By receiving ma-
jority votes, AKP gradually established
its control within all ministries with
highly motivated partisanship. Like
martial law after the 1970s, they also
labelled people who do not support
them as ‘others’ and non-AKP groups as
“foster children’ of the Turkish Repub-
lic. As a result, people were expected to
be obedient to the AKP government’s
Turkey. Any critics from civil society,
even from academics were regarded
as ‘spying activities’. Unlike the 1970s
movement, these circumstances su-
pressed people from all backgrounds:
seculars, non-believers, LGBTs, Kurds,
the wealthy class and even nationalists.

WITHIN THIS NEXUS, on 28th May 2013,
AKP occupied, Istanbul Municipali-
ty officials, wanted to cut down trees
in Gezi Park next to Taksim Square in
order to build a shopping mall. Many
people, obviously not AKP supporters,
started to shelter these trees by stand-
ing in front of the bulldozers. However,
this resistance was classified as ‘viola-

tion to municipality’s rights to work’
and people were supressed by tear
gasses capsules. This scene, going viral
across social media, showed how the
police took orders from the AKP gov-
ernment and hit people in order to su-
press the intervention. Initiating from
Istanbul, this uprising spread across all
major Turkish cities such as capital An-
kara and the “Aegean Pearl”, Izmir. For
almost four months, millions of people
from different parts of the society re-
volted against AKP’s harsh regulations.

IT was A non-partisan explosion of
Turkish people who were essentially
caged in their mother land. Young pro-
testors, such as Ali Ismail Korkmaz,
Ethem Sarisiiliik, Abdullah Comert and
Mehmet Ayvalitas were murdered by
AKP sympathisers and many law en-
forcement officers were permanently
disabled. Even though these people
suffered, tortured and eventually killed,
one needs to remember that the core of
Turkish society should not be underrat-
ed.

EvEN THE CcURRENT ruling party has
survived such determined and widely
organized grassroots movement. It is
hard to estimate how powerful a fu-
ture movement will be. Once people are
united, regardless of ethnicity, political
orientation or social background there
is nothing that could possibly stand in
their way. @

By: Umut Can Adisénmez
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BERTA CACERES

A LEGACY OF DIALOGUE

As citizens fight for environmental
and political rights around the world,
Caceres’ legacy lives on. This eulogy
recounts some of the most important
work Céceres was a part of.

erta Isabel Caceres Flores
was a Lenca leader who
co-founded the Civic
Council of Popular and
Indigenous Organizations
of Honduras (COPINH) more than 20
years ago. The Lencas are an indigenous
community that live in the river basins
of southwestern Honduras and eastern
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El Salvador. For them, the rivers and
surrounding areas provide more than
just resources, the area is also central to
their culture. The rivers are a place of
social gathering, playing an important
role in religious ceremonies. It is note-
worthy that the Lencas consider them-
selves ancestral guardians of the femi-
nine river spirits that, in turn, bestow
life and wisdom upon them. However,
as the Government of Honduras and
private corporations sought to exploit
natural resources found in this area to
accelerate growth, the Lenca’s way of
life has been threatened. It was in an ef-
fort to protect the interests of the Lenca
communities that COPINH was born.

THROUGHOUT HER LIFE, Cdaceres stood
up for the Lencas and other vulner-
able communities whose rights had
been neglected, and sometimes even
denied, by the government and the in-
ternational enterprises responsible for
the construction of hydroelectric and
water-intensive mining projects. One
of the most controversial projects that
she stood against was the construc-
tion of Agua Zarca hydroelectric dam
in the Gualcarque River, where dif-
ferent groups of Lencas live. Caceres
considered the project illegitimate and
strongly opposed it on the grounds that
the communities that were directly af-
fected by the construction of dams were
not previously consulted. Even though

Above: Cdceres in
front of a COPINH
painting.

Right: Proposed site
for a dam which
Cdceres and the
Lenca community
successfully stopped
the building of.



Honduras ratified the International
Labor Organization’s Indigenous and
Tribal Peoples Convention — which
defends indigenous communities from
integrationist projects by promoting a
valid process of previous consultation
— the government has not only over-
looked the communities’ position but
s has also tried to coerce them into ac-
cepting the construction of the dams.
Through COPINH, Caceres fought to
voice the Lenca’s concerns and ensured
their rights and interests were taken
into account.

% IN RECOGNITION oF her lifetime work,
last year Caceres was awarded the
Goldman Environmental Prize for her
leadership in environmental grassroots
s activism. This is particularly meaning-
= ful considering that Caceres, an indige-
nous woman herself, overcame not only
the position of marginalization and
powerlessness commonly associated to
her gender and ethnicity, but also man-

S aged to make a mark as a prominent en- g

vironmental activist in a country that is

environmentalists. The internation-
managed to shed light on the risks
Caceres was taking to defend the rivers
S and communities of Honduras. Sadly, it
| was not enough to keep her from harm.
She was murdered on 3rd March in her

house in La Esperanza.

suggested to the media that her assas-
sination could be attributed to a failed

might be construed as an effort to depo-

measures in 2009 by the Inter-Ameri-
can Commission on Human Rights. In
spite of the continuous threats to life,
Caceres continued to oppose and resist
neoliberal and extractives policies that

death.

| Caceres and its final results echo the
known for its violent reprisals towards B
_ abusive developmental projects can
al attention that the award garnered, ®
- daughters described in a recent inter-

® their way of life”.

AccorpiNG To THE Guardian, the police ¥

attempt of theft. Though no concrete | that enacted by the state and the cor- |
evidence has surfaced. This declaration &
8 conducted by Lovisa Prage in 2014 for
liticize her murder, especially after she &

had already been issued precautionary |

the state sought to impose as part of
their development discourse until her §

CACERES’ ACTIVISM CHALLENGED the pre-
conceived idea of development as the
continuous improvement of a popu-
lation’s quality of life, and questioned
that this improvement in the quality of
life was done in order to benefit a select
group at the expense of others. How-
ever, as Margareta Sekaggya, a United
Nations Special Rapporteur comments,
those who attempt to pinpoint the
harmful consequences of these devel-
opmental projects are “..branded as
members of the resistance, guerrillas,
terrorists, political opponents or crim-
inals”.

MOREOVER, As WE have seen in Caceres’
case, the consequences of defending &
the environment can go well beyond 8
mere stigmatization. The nature of e
threats she received range from sexual S8
harassment messages, death threats, '
and car chases, to threats of putting
her in jail and, if the speculations are &8
to be believed, even her assassination. &4
The escalation of the violence towards

mounting and devastating effects that
have in a community. As one of Caceres’

view conducted by Democracy Now!,
the imposition of these will eventually [
lead to “dispossession, the pillage of the &%
natural goods of nature, and, over time, §
to the death of the communities and

YeT, CAcERES ENVISIONED development |
as an essentially different concept to i

porations in power. In an interview im

Radio UPF, she defined development |
as “the respect, the balance, the har- "
mony with the environment, [...] [it] i

should also be integral, that women [
are respected, that our suggestions for i
improving the living conditions are re- i
spected, our thoughts, our concepts,
our struggles, our resistances, our par-
ticipation process... Development forus
is very focused on the rights to dignity,
freedom, peace and justice, the right to §




&6 CACERES ENVISIONED
DEVELOPMENT AS AN ESSENTIALLY
DIFFERENT CONCEPT TO THAT
ENACTED BY THE STATE AND

THE CORPORATIONS IN POWER
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self-determination, sovereignty and
autonomy...”. In contrast with the more
westernized and individualistic devel-
opmental model proposed by the state
and corporations, in this definition of
development, Caceres outlines a sense
of community in which everyone has a
role to play to ensure the protection of
nature and individual well-being with-
in a society.

THis concePT OF inclusive development
is modeled in the way COPINH works
as it strives to organize the indige-
nous community’s resistance efforts
against abusive development projects.
Caceres’ philosophy is present in the
goals they envision and in the way that
they attempt to accomplish them. Said
organization believes that through the
collective analysis of their own reality
and constant dialogue, they can estab-
lish common positions about different
issues and coordinate their efforts to
defend them. So far, the results of their
efforts are promising: if the Agua Zarca
project has failed to be implemented
until now, it is only due to the coordi-
nated efforts and manifestations that
people have organized for more than
three years.

THAT PROTESTERS IN Honduras and
countries around the world took to the
streets to ask for justice and to com-

memorate Berta Caceres’ life, can give
us some insight on the expanse of her
legacy. First, she worked for communi-
ties that even today work to defend the
rights of nature, women and indigenous
groups. Second, her contribution to the
internationalization of a methodology
of dialogue used to keep the organi-
zations close to people’s concerns and
regulate the influence of the groups in
power. Third, the creation of world-
wide networks to make the process of
resistance against big projects and the
defense of the indigenous rights more
visible and gain stronger support. And
finally, her work has fostered a broad-
er debate on the definition and impli-
cations of development, challenging
preconceived ideas on the role that na-
ture and people have to play in order to
achieve a desirable quality of life.

“BErTA CACERES Is not dead, she multi-
plied!” was the cry that resonated in a
recent rally as activists gathered to op-
pose illegitimate projects promoted by
the government and international cor-
porations. In fact, her ideas did not die,
they multiplied. @

By: Alfredo Berard & Laura Lucia
Photos: Goldman Environmental Prize




THE OCEAN CLEANUP

An endeavor to change the tide

With unprecedented consequenc-
es and ineffective measures so-far,
ocean pollution is one of the most
critical environmental issues faced
by the world today. As the seemingly
insurmountable issue worsens, the
question is: can ocean pollution ever
be solved?

ccording to 2l-year-old
Dutch inventor Boyan
Slat, it can be solved. Not
a moment too soon, this
ambitious young man has
taken up the challenge of tackling the
often overlooked issue of ocean pol-
lution. Through his foundation “The
Ocean Cleanup”, he presents a grass-
roots movement that may very well

change the tide in favor of the world’s

oceans.

To UNDERSTAND SLAT’s initiative, we
must look at the consequences of ocean
pollution. One such issue is the con-
tinuous expansion of the great ocean
gyres, enormous areas of ocean where
swirling currents cause plastic from
around the world to converge in huge
patches. One such site is the Great Pa-
cific Garbage Patch which is twice the
size of Texas. A direct result of gyres
and ocean pollution is the death of
over 1 million seabirds and 100 000 sea
mammals per year.
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ANOTHER CONCERN coMEs from the de-
composition of plastic itself which
makes up 80 % of the litter found in the
oceans and coastlines. As plastic breaks
up and disintegrates, it forms micro
plastics. These tiny fragments of a few
millimeters or less are consumed by
marine wildlife from the smallest fish
to the largest whale. Through digestion
and absorption, toxic substances begin
to build up in the animals’ bodies, an
effect further amplified when travelling
through the food chain and ultimately
to humans. An increase in the accumu-
lation and concentration of pollutants
and toxic chemicals has a devastating
impact on animals and humans alike.
Health risks include cancer, mutations
and impaired reproduction.

HOWEVER, DESPITE THE severity and mag-
nitude of the situation, ocean cleanup
has not been implemented as a solu-
tion. Instead, policy has primarily been
about reducing the influx of garbage
and plastic dumped into the ocean. Al-
though this is a step in the right direc-
tion, it does not stop the expansion of
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the gyres or prevent ocean pollution,
it only slows it down. However, all the
plastics and waste that still remain in
the oceans is not being dealt with, as it
is perceived as impossible, not to men-
tion, expensive to clean up. This skep-
ticism is understandable to a certain
degree as a staggering 8 million metric
tons of trash and plastic is released into
the oceans every year.

THIS PESSIMISTIC VIEW is contrasted by
Slat’s optimism. Where some people

Boyan Slat working

from his bedroom,
before The Ocean
Cleanup had an
office.

&6 WHERE SOME

PEOPLE SEE

INSURMOUNTABLE

PROBLEMS,
SLAT SEES

OPPORTUNITIES




see insurmountable problems, Slat sees
opportunities and is determined to find
solutions. One such goal is Slat’s en-
deavor to clean up the Pacific garbage
gyre. His foundation, along with oth-
er scientists, develops technologies to
extract, prevent and intercept plastic
pollution. At the moment, Slat is devel-
oping a V-shaped floating network of
barriers called “Ocean Cleanup Arrays”.
The system is designed to take advan-
tage of currents and winds. This exten-
sive system of arrays and submerged
non-permeable screen collects plastic
floating around and below the surface
to a central platform. From here the
plasticis extracted and stored for trans-
port. As most of the currents pass un-
der the screens and arrays, it reduces
by-catch and the risk of harming ma-
rine wildlife. Not only does the Ocean
Cleanup Array present a great solution
to a stressing issue, it is also supposed
to be the longest floating structure ever
deployed in the ocean.

Stat’s OceaN CLEANUP Array not only
helps to confront issues concerning
the well being of marine wildlife and
humans. It also presents solutions to
other issues relating to ocean pollution
such as transportation costs. Currently,
plastic waste is causing up to 13 billion
dollars in damage annually. The collec-
tion of plastic and other debris would
reduce the costs for the shipping and
transport sector. In addition, it can pro-
vide a possibility for further recycling
and reuse of various resources. This
provides an incentive for companies to
make profits from extracting and “min-
ing” ocean waste as a resource. In re-
turn, it encourages recycling, and most
importantly sustainability.

StaT’s INITIATIVE AND determination
to clean up the oceans promotes new
thinking and pushes forward solutions
concerning environmental issues. He
challenges solidified contemporary
pessimism regarding the clean up of the
oceans and introduces new aspects that
prove beneficial for society as a whole.

Future policymaking will hopefully
promote and deploy his ideas and ways
of confronting the problems caused by
ocean pollution. In the end, Slat’s grass-
roots movement will inevitably change
the perception and understanding of
the oceans for the greater good. @

By: Fredrik Blix
Photos: TheOceanCleanUp.com

The Ocean Clean-
up Array, gathering
floating trash over
vast distances.
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As one of the most used political la-
bels today, the serious nature of pop-

ulism has been all but squeezed out; |§

the time has come to restore its pow-
er. Tobias Adolfsson explores the
concept for Utrikesperspektiv.

ust like ‘democracy’ is a word
that can refer to almost any-
thing that one deems good in
society, ‘populism’ has, in the
last couple of years, come to
be a label that can be applied to what-
ever one deems bad. This hollowing out
of the meaning of the word threatens
to render it useless. As political land-
scapes are changing at an ever-increas-
ing pace, the need for proper analytic
tools that can be used to understand
and assess the dangers that this could
bring along grows mutually. This is why

the concept of populism has to be stip- &

ulated.

A coMMON concepTioN of populism
is the opportunist one: a populist is a
turncoat that adapts to whatever the
opinion of the majority is and uses it
to gain power. To some extent this is

true, but this is also to some extent true
of all politics, and this is a good thing;
the cornerstone of democracy is that
the people rule through representatives
that implement their wishes. To quote

Jean-Marie Le Pen, former chairman of

the French Front National: “Populism
takes into account the opinion of the

s ol

This should not be the case; this is the 2

kind of rhetoric that serves to defuse

same goes for many other definitions of
populism, including that it is the giving
of simple solutions to complex prob-
lems, that it is the appeal to the emo-
tions and fears-of the public, and that
it is anything outside of the established
political order. It is not that populism
does not often contain these elements,
but they are not enough to make a use-
ful analytic tool. This is because they,
as well, are all common to politics in
general, rather than to populism in par-
ticular.

So wHAT 1s a useful definition, which
can help us understand the situation
we are facing? Princeton Professor of
Politics, Jan-Werner Miiller has exten-
sively tried to discern the central mean-
ing of populism. What he has found
central is that populism always entails
a moralistic perspective of the demos,
the people, which is to say that there
is a ’morally pure’ or ’authentic’ part
of the population that really are ’the
people’. These, always regular, honest,
hard-working people, are in opposition

o| with, or even threatened by, something

like corrupt political elites, who only
work to remain in power, or a leeching
lower class that holds them from pros-
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Left: More than any
other movementin
history, the Nazi’s
distinguished the
‘authentic’ people
from the totality, and
followed that distinc-
tion to its extreme.

perity. The authentic people are then
represented by a leader who claims that
he or she exclusively can identify the
volonté general, the general will, of the
homogenous group and then put it to
action. Miiller finds examples in Viktor
Orban, who, after losing the Hungarian
electionsin 2002, delegitimized the loss
with the claim that “the nation cannot
be in opposition” or, after winning the
election in 2010, changed the constitu-
tion to ensure staying in office despite
losing popularity, and Recep Tayyip Er-
dogan, who, in response to the massive
protests against the building of amall in
Gezi Park in 2013, denounced the pro-
testers as not being ”real Turks.”

THE CENTRAL ARGUMENT, then, is that
populism is, firstly, the antagonistic ap-
proach of pitting the ’authentic’ people
against “evil’ elites, lower classes, mi-
norities or the like. Secondly, it is also
necessarily anti-pluralistic, which is to
say that, whatever the empirical reality,
the populists deny the very idea of le-
gitimate opposition, and that different
groups can have the right to be a part
of the political process. The notion that
there actually is a moral dimension to
the composition of the demos is dia-
metrically opposed to the liberal foun-
dation of democracy, which dictates
social equality for all individuals; it is
a reverting back to a clan-like percep-
tion of the state. In this way populism

&€& POPULISM

ALWAYS ENTAILS
A MORALISTIC
PERSPECTIVE OF

THE DEMOS

is incompatible with democracy itself,
and only if seen as such can we prop-
erly analyze the movements or parties

labelled thus.

WHEN APPLYING THIs, conditions usu-
ally are not this clear. Taking Sweden
Democrats as an example, their roots
lie in the ‘Preserve Sweden-Swedish’
movement, which embraces the type of
ideology that makes moral distinctions
between different groups of people.

HowEevEeRr, For A while now they have
fought to leave these ideas behind, and
rather make the claim that economic
motives are the basis for their want-
ing to restrict immigration. One must
take care to note that, if this was all
that there was to it, this would not be
populist. Are they, then, or are they not,
populists today? One must understand
the definition as an ideal type against
which one can compare reality, and so
a specific example will have some but
not all the populist traits. With this in
regard, the historical remnants, if noth-
ing else, definitely cause enough simi-
larities between the Sweden Democrats
and populism to get them across the
line.

HopPEFULLY THIS NOTION, that populism,
rather than an appeal to the people,
is a moral defining of the people, and
that this in itself is undemocratic, can
help bring clarity to the political pre-
dicament of today. Perhaps now, when
we hear the word, we can, rather than
shrug our shoulders like Le Pen, under-
stand that we are dealing with some-
thing that might bring about disastrous
consequences, and react accordingly. @
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EoUcation at stake

s

j T@@@Hﬂ@tﬁ@ movement in Hungary

| Hungarianteachers’ frustratlonWItht‘ that has resulted in delays in school
" the system they are forced to work in | supplies, including basics as chalk and
| has been bottling up for years. Now | toilet paper.
it has reached its breaking point, as
| teachers protest and schools are on To avomp BEING run by KLIK, many
strike to push for change in the edu- ¥l schools choose to be maintained by the
cation system. church instead. Church-run schools are
y private and unlike public schools, can
o, what is so problematic M select their students through a self-de- & & = &=
about the current system to M signed application process. This has led
generate such a collective ¥ to an increase in segregation, creating g. p
outrage? The most prominent | a division between white, middle- class ., { 4 ' A
problems concern centraliza- ® children going to the private institu-* )'
tion, unreasonable workloads for both |+ tion and underprivileged, mainly Roma ' 4
teachers and students, infrastructural 4/ children being stuck in state-owned [
problems, increased segregation and . schools in regions with significant |
| the lack of consultation with experts - Roma populations.
that could have prevented the chaos.

STUDIES EXAMINING THE famously high
It starRTED wiTH the new National Cur- ¥ quality of the Finnish education sys-
riculum released in 2012, including [ tem show that its success lies in the
policy changes and teaching guide- W autonomy of teachers, fewer hours of
lines, which faced heavy criticism from W teaching and providing equal opportu-
the beginning. Besides the increased -*

*nity regardless of one’s socio-economic
workload, the curriculum also focus- background. It seems surreal that Hun-
es too much on factual knowledge gy gary has been doing the exact opposite
instead of independent thinking and @ in every aspect.

problem-solving. With nationalization

of the school book market, free choice — As A RESULT, an open letter was writ-
of teaching material was not an option @& ten towards the end of 2015 by a high \
either. A new central institution, KLIK ® school in Eastern Hungary, a desperate
(full form in Hungarian language), was @ cry to change the current education
also formed the following year to oper- @ policy immediately. Drawing attention
ate public schools. This institution was [l to the everyday problems teachers face,
formerly run by local governments to [ it emphasizes how the sudden changes |
ensure financial stability and transpar- [l are in fact “experimenting on children”
ency. During its short life however, the [l and call for reforms based on “societal
institution had already become high- [l and professional consent”. Soon after,
ly indebted, and is challenged with a l a movement was built around the let-
complicated administration process [l ter, with over 950 joining schools and




attracting thousands of supporters.
The Tanitanék (“I would like to teach”)
movement listed 12 demands, such as
free choice of school material, deseg-
regation, and dialogue which includes
incorporating the opinions of unions
and other professional organisations
for policy changes.

AFTER PROTESTS EARLIER this year, a
major demonstration was held on 15th
March for the “freedom of education”.
In a speech given by Istvan Pukli, a
school principal and leading figure
of the movement, Hungarian Prime
Minister Viktor Orban was urged to
apologise to the teachers for humiliat-
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ing them in the past years. If not, they
would organise strikes. Orban brief-
ly commented on the demand, saying
that he “thought it was a joke”. About
two weeks later, more than 200 schools
joined in an act of civil disobedience.
Participating schools did not hold the
first class that day. Instead, teachers,
students and supporters demonstrated
in front of their school buildings. As the
termination of KLIK was announced
shortly after, it seems that the protests
did have some effect. Schools however
would still be maintained by the state,
therefore it is hard to see whether this
policy would bring significant change.

So FAR, NEGOTIATIONS between the gov-
ernment and teachers’ unions have
not begun. The Ministry of Human

| testing on the streets, each ending with
| different success rates. One of the most §

Photo: Gabriel Saldaia
*Photo not relaté story

Resources, responsible for education,
invited representatives of the move-
ment for a roundtable discussion which [¥
they refused, stating that they did not
consider this an eligible platform for =
real negotiations as it lacks policy mak- |

ers and experts. This means that more |
strikes are scheduled until the end of &
the school year to push for real negoti-
ations.

HuncaRry Has Not been short on massive
demonstrations since the Orban-led
Fidesz party won elections in 2010 and
2014. Rapid and major changes to the
constitution, media law, and increasing
tuition fees in higher education among &
others have resulted in thousands pro-

pressing issues is the state of the public
health system which faces severe un-
derfinancing and dreadful conditions.
In 2015, Maria Sandor, a nurse, urged
healthcare workers to work in black
clothing for a weekend to draw atten-
§ tion to the critical state of the system.
§ It grew out to be a movement as well,
but one year and many demonstrations
later, the “nurse dressed in black” said
she was giving up her fight. For the
teachers’ next strike in April though,
she called healthcare workers to dress
in black again showing solidarity with
teachers. Many teachers and students
wore black clothes too to express sup-
port in exchange. As the movements
of different social groups start to in-
tertwine with and possibly empower
each other, they hopefully stand a bet-
ter chance to evoke concrete action for
change,\for once. ®

By: Krisztina Judit Téth



The Mekong sub-region has become
a new geostrategic site of the great
powers’ battle for influence through
their new strategic brands of ‘devel-
opment cooperation frameworks/
The burden is on the smaller states
to carefully reap the benefits for the
socio-economic well-being of their
people.

he Mekong River is one
of the most resource-rich
areas on Earth. It is a ma-
jor source of livelihood for
over 70 million people in

Photo: Akuppa John Wigham

six countries. These countries are re-
ferred to as ‘CLMVT” and include the
less developed Cambodia, Laos, Myan-
mar, and Vietnam plus Thailand, a me-
dium-sized middle income country.
Finally, China, a rising power, benefits
directly from the region. The Mekong is
a key water lane for trade and tourism.
However, its significance goes beyond
this physical dimension to include po-
litical and economic spheres.

DURING THE coLoNIAL period, the im-
perialist expansion of the French In-
do-Chinese and British colonial powers




encroached on The Mekong. In World
War 11, the region witnessed the Jap-
anese imperial expansion under the
so-called ‘Greater East Asia Co-Pros-
perity sphere’, which caused historical
wounds that still traumatizes people
today. The Cold War saw the region
become an ideological battleground be-
tween Western Democracy and Com-
munism. Fortunately, the Post-Cold
War era has provided impetus for a
comparatively peaceful regional order,
allowing the sub-region to develop eco-
nomically and socially. However, the
area surrounding Mekong is still rec-
ognized as one of the poorest regions in
the World.

UNDER THE DEVELOPMENT paradigm,
both regional and extra-regional great
powers have rushed to pursue their
political and economic agenda through
cooperation and provision of aid as-
sistance to small size nations in the
region. The proliferation of regional
development cooperation frameworks
and institutions is symptomatic of this
strategy.

GIVEN ITs PROXIMITY to the sub-region,
and the importance of the region to
their national interest, China has ac-
tively engaged in the development of
the Mekong sub-region as an upper
riparian state - acting as a big broth-
er. China takes a pragmatic approach
by emphasizing the financing of in-
frastructure development projects in
terms of ‘construction and upgrading’,
both through bilateral ties and through
multilateral frameworks. Due to long
standing diplomatic ties, the CLMVT
countries are the largest recipients of
the Chinese bilateral financial assis-
tance for infrastructure development.
The projects, for example, include rail-
roads and highways leading to China,
development close to the Chinese bor-
der, and energy with construction of
hydro-electric dams.

Tue Locic THAT underlines China’s sup-
port for the region’s development lies
in its domestic gains: the development
imperative of their Southern provinc-
es, energy supplies for domestic con-
sumption, market access, and export
of Chinese commodity goods to the
neighboring markets. Through multi-
lateral channels, China also supports
the development project under the um-
brella of the Asian Development Bank
(ADB) and Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN). They are ac-
tive stakeholders in projects, co-financ-
ing and providing trade concessions to
the countries. The two-prong approach
provides China with economic lever-
age, since infrastructure projects easily
translate into concrete economic de-
velopment and, of course, dependence.
In this case, the efficient transport sys-
tem has increased the volume of trade,
which has benefitted the people as well.
This economic interdependence has
transformed into political leverage —
providing China with an opportunity to
manipulate its neighbors.

JAPAN 1s ALSO a core contributor to the
economic development of the Mekong
sub-region, especially through the
ADB. The significance of the region’s
development goes further back in the
case of Japan, since well-connected
infrastructure in Southeast Asia pro-
vides large benefits to Japanese oversea
factories and firms. In light of China’s
recent expansion and quest for regional
dominance, Japan asserted a coopera-
tive development framework in 2007
known as the Mekong-Japan Coopera-
tion to give them leverage to re-engage
with CLMVT countries.

Sourn Korea Has also found econom-
ic opportunity in the sub-region. They
proposed their own version of a cooper-
ative framework called the Mekong-Re-
public of Korea Cooperation in 2011
through their ‘Cooperation Fund.’ This
has similar emphasis on infrastructure
development - in line with the ASEAN
Framework.
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INFLUENTIALLY, THE US, as well, has
been involved in the Mekong since the
beginning of the Cold War. While coun-
tering communist insurgency in the
region and preserving liberal democra-
cies, the US was actively involved in the
formation of the first Mekong regional
institution: The Mekong Committee,
established in 1957. Its members in-
cluded Thailand, Laos, Cambodia and,
at the time, South Vietnam. During the
Cold War the institution fell into disre-
pair; however, it remerged as the Me-
kong River Commission (MRC) in 1995.
Its new members included only the
lower stream states of CLVT countries.
More recently, under the ‘Pivot’ rebal-
ancing policy, the US stressed the need
to launch the cooperative Lower Me-
kong Initiative (LMI) in 2009 showing
its renewed engagement with the re-
gion. Later in 2011, Friends of Mekong
Initiative (FMI) was launched. The in-
teresting thing about this push was that
China, as a Mekong country, is the only
one not included in these frameworks.
However, the US approach has taken a
different path with a people-oriented
approach focusing on human security
and human development addressing
trans-boundary issues.

Ar tue HEART of the great powers’ fierce
competition, and their active commit-
ments to the Mekong sub-region de-
velopment, are the great benefits for
the riparian CLMVT states. China’s
emphasis is on ‘hard’ infrastructural
development by financing the trans-
port infrastructure development for
the purpose of trade benefits and mo-
bility. While the US approach supports
the ‘soft’ infrastructure development
in human security issues and institu-
tional building through training and
knowledge-sharing, as well as improve-
ments on local standards of living. It is
clear that the US places emphasizes on
the negative side of Chinese economic,
especially environmental side effects
from Chinese dam construction. Alter-
natively, Japan strongly supports the

‘missing links’ infrastructure projects
while South Korea lays ground work
along existing frameworks of ASEAN
Integration.

Whiar 1s LEFT under this discussion is
how the CLMVT countries continue
to reap the benefits from competitive
development cooperation schemes
and frameworks. It is not the tradition-
al balance of power which the states
should be pursuing, but the ‘balance of
influence’ in which the states should
carefully share the riches with the great
powers with equality. In fact, the act of
balancing influence can be seen in their
insistence to co-chair all the frame-
works proposed by the great powers,
giving them the leverage to oppose any
ideas that would threaten the interests
of the Mekong CLMVT countries and
jeopardize peace and prosperity of the
region. If successful, the careful man-
agement of the situation yields great
benefits for the people of the Mekong
sub-region nations. @

By: Varintorn Thanvichien



concerns: b’&l?rmgmg about a radical shiftin approa(;h—
o n& the food—Wgter— energy nexus. Utrikesperspektiv .
contacted Bakey’s founder Narayana Peesapaty €

oﬁt more.




ounds of garbage, un-

clean water and ris-

ing temperatures are

just a few of the most

common problems in
the world’s largest cities. Rising rural
depopulation and unsustainable use of
natural resources, coupled with indis-
criminate consumption of plastic has
created this problem.

INDIA, ONE oF the world’s most populous
countries, is at the heart of this mess.
Having to feed over a billion people,
the agricultural sector in the country
is dominated by rice, wheat, sugarcane
and pulses production; rice being the
staple diet of people in southern and
iy eastern India and wheat in the west-
¥ ern and northern parts. India is the
second largest producer of rice in the
world, accounting for almost 20% of
the world’s total production. Dominat-
ed by rice paddy, the agricultural sector
in India accounts for almost 90% of the
total annual water consumption. Due to
such high water demand, irrigation for
these crops is mainly dependent on the
annual monsoon, thus resulting in ex-
tremely risky circumstances of drought
and subsequent insufficient annual
yield. Over the last two years, India has
faced drought and reduced rainfalls,
leading to the exploitation and result-
ing depletion in the quality of surface
and groundwater for the irrigation of
these crops.

As or ApriL 2016, only two months
into the year’s summer, the Ministry
of Earth Sciences has predicted that
this could be the warmest summer in
a century for India. Making headlines
. alongside this news are the astounding X
figures of waste generation in Indian
cities. It has been reported by the Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board that in 60
| Indian cities, daily plastic generation
has risen to over 15,342 tonnes. As per
a statement given by the country’s En-
vironment Minister to Times of India
newspaper, 9205 tonnes of the plastic

waste generated gets recycled while g
more than 6000 tonnes of this waste
remains uncollected, discarded in open
heaps along sidewalks and streets all
over these cities. This waste remains
unattended for days; once collected, it
is disposed in municipal landfills and
left untreated. Due to the low quality
of safeguards maintained in landfills in
India, toxins from degrading materials
reacting with plastics, metals and other
chemicals present in this waste seeps
into the ground, polluting the soil and
eventually ground water.

SeT IN THIS backdrop, and determined
to make a difference, is Mr. Narayana
Peesapaty and his internationally rec-
ognized edible cutlery. Mr. Peesapaty
is a ground water and agriculture re-
searcher by training and practice, based
in the city of Hyderabad, India. He has
recently established himself as an en-
trepreneur, and has stepped into the
manufacturing sector determined to
bring about a change tending to more
sustainable practices in industry and in
people’s lives.
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ackground:
Sorghum crop ina
field.
Photo: Bakey’s edible
cutlery displayed
with spices.
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MR.  PEESAPATY’S cOMPANY = Bakey’s,
founded in 2011, produces cutlery that
can be eaten after use. His products
are made using a specific proportion
of ground sorghum, rice, wheat and
combined with hot water. The compa-
ny produces spoons and forks in a va-
riety of flavors such as sweet, plain and
savory. In order to cater to a broader
clientele, the cutlery is also being made
using other millets such as ragi or fin-
ger millet, barley, corn and soy, to make
them gluten free. Bakey’s claim that
their cutlery adds to the meal by being a
high protein supplement, providing nu-
trition equivalent to sorghum roti (an
Indian flat bread).

THE DOUGH, ONCE prepared, is molded
and baked hard to ensure that the cut-
lery does not melt while being used in
liquid food. Abiding by their mission,
Mr. Peesapaty confirms that there is no
waste generated even during produc-
tion as the broken spoons are reused in
the main‘mixture. Although the prod-
ucts are currently being wrapped and
sold in plastic packaging material, Mr.
Peesapaty has confirmed that all the
cutlery being produced in-their new
manufacturing facility will be wrapped
in paper packaging material and fur-
ther research will go on into finding
the most appropriate packaging mate-

ik
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rial that preserves the integrity of the

product while being biodegradable and
environmental friendly.

THE COMPANY’S WEBSITE explains the
main motivation behind this innovation
is to reduce the amount of non-bio-
degradable waste going into landfills.
They explain that the cutlery, if not
consumed, canbe discarded as they will
naturally decompose in about three to
four days. They go on to explain that
choosing sorghum as the main ingredi-
ent was because it needs over 60 times
less water than rice to grow. In his in-
terview with business-standard.com,
Mr. Peesapaty talks about how his prod-
uct has the potential to create the much
needed market force for transitioning
to the production of millets and grains
besides rice, thus preventing soil deg-
radation and high water demand that
comes along with paddy cultivation.

BAKEY’S HAS RUN two ex tremely success-
ful crowdfunding campaigns hosted by
Ketto and Kickstarter with the mainaim
of spreading awareness regarding their
product and the need for a paradigm
shift and to be more sustainable in their
product design and production. Bakey’s
currently has a production capacity of
50,000 spoons per day. Mr. Peesapaty is
in the process of upgrading this to over




300,000. He confirms that the current
orders are over three or four times their
production capacity and are from all
over the world. He is also in the process
of diversifying his production line to
include chopstick, coffee stirrers, soup
spoons, desert spoons, forks, bowls,
and similar products to meet this var-
ied demand. Although these products
will initially be exported and shipped,
he stresses that “we see no sense in
using our food grains converting them
into utensils and creating food insecu-
rity. We would be setting up production
facilities overseas. To reduce the costs,
we would be working with locally avail-

Major Crop Areas

able raw materials such as oats, barley, . ke Areas with two
predominate crops
corn, soy, rye, etc.” W I wheat
3 Jowar (Sorghum)
B [ Bajra (millet)

THE WORLD’S pLAsTIC production was
311 million tonnes in 2014, estimat-
ed to triple by 2050. With landfills at
over-capacity and improper manage-
ment practices increasing at alarming
rates, radical change need to take place
in main consumer product industries.
India alone produces 120 billion pieces
of plastic utensil waste annually. Inno-
vative ideas to meet this rising demand
sustainably, such as edible cutlery, need
to be nurtured and promoted to ensure e .
the safeguarding of innovative capaci- ] 2
ties paving the way to a more sustain- ‘

able future. ®
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Is a grassroots movement always a
good thing? Exploring deeper shows
that civic movements could also be
xenophobic, racist and chauvinistic.
A sadly successful example is the
German, PEGIDA: “Patriotic Euro-
peans against the Islamization of the
Occident” Movement.,

ounded in Dresden in Octo-
ber 2014, PEGIDA started
as a closed Facebook-group.
From 20th of October, 2014
onwards, demonstrations
under the name of PEGIDA have been
held every Monday in Dresden — with
rocketing numbers of participants and
quickly spreading to cities all over the
country. However, while crowds in
other places never exceeded several
hundreds, Dresden’s PEGIDA reached
its peak in January 2015 when 25,000
people took part. These days the rallies
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usually do not reach more than 2,000-
3,000 people.

PEGIDA’s posiTioNs AND claims are
mostly formulated through the orga-
nizer’s speech on the rallies. Concretely
originating in a protest against cruelties
of the so-called Islamic State and com-
munal asylum policies in Dresden, the
movement quickly became a melting
pot for all kinds of establishment, re-
jecting, xenophobic, chauvinistic, rac-
ist, and islamophobic ideologies. The
topics of conversation include asylum
and immigration policy, domestic se-
curity and direct democracy. Political
correctness (i.e. language criticism and
feminist gender politics) is mostly re-
jected as ‘ban of thought” and their for-
eign policy ideas take a mostly pro-Rus-
sian stance and reject EU-sanctions.
These rather concrete areas grew and
blossomed on a rich ground of poten
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GRASSROOTS MOVEMENT = GOOD?
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tially right-wing populist, politically
apathetic, disappointed citizens — on a
diffuse feeling of ‘Now it’s enough’.

PEGIDA OFFICIALLY PUBLISHED a pro-
gram. This however only consists of
19 points which present very general
and moderate claims. The more ex-
treme and crude ideologies appear in
speeches, posters, the members chant-
ing and flag symbolisms. Utterances
and demands are very diverse in na-
ture, ranging from hostility toward the
media (‘state propaganda’), toward po-
litical correctness in language, and of
course the fear of domination of Islam
and immigrants from which traditional
German values and culture need to be
protected. Supporters and members are
highly reluctant to speak to any kind of
media which are malignly considered
as ‘Liigenpresse’ (lying press) — a term
with a long history of attacking media
of the political opponent and used very
eagerly by the Nazis.

THE VARIETY OF claims is wide and

shows the movement’s diffuse nation-
alistic and prejudiced background.
Rage against ruling elites in politics and
media and against the mainstream are
catalyzed in these topics - in the sup-
porters interpretation, a social move-
ment for preserving peace in Germany
and Europe.

ONE or THE slogans chanted on the ral-
lies has a special history. During the
Peaceful Revolution in the GDR in 1989,
also a grassroots initiative with demon-
strations every Monday, ‘Wir sind das
Volk’ became the central symbol for the
violent-free social movement result-
ing in Germany’s reunification. Hence,
PEGIDA is exploiting its positive na-
tionalist connotations. Also, it plays on
the idea of basic democracy, in their
eyes a regaining of power to the people
— just that the ‘we’ would apparently
not really include everybody. But who
is this ‘we’ strolling through Dresden
every Monday?

SurvEY pATA sHows that the average

PEGIDA demonstra-

tion in Amsterdam.

Photo: Guido van Nispen



PEGIDA-participant is male, mid-
dle-aged, non-religious and from Sax-
ony. Surprisingly however, he comes
from the bourgeois middle-class with
a slightly above average income and
has a good education (one third with
an academic degree). Eventually it is a
movement of outrage about a general-
ized political and media elite nourish-
ing from ethnocentric protest against
a perceived ‘left-green mainstream’ in
the establishment. PEGIDA channels a
diffuse dissatisfaction. A certain cultur-
al way of living is constructed as being
under attack from inside and outside,
which ends in a patriotic movement of
rage and protest.

CLASSIC DEFINITIONS AND explanations of
social movements usually focus on “pos-
itive’ forms of civil disobedience or bot-
tom-up protest initiatives: progressive,
emancipatory, rather left. The PEGIDA
phenomenon thus shows the ‘bad’ or
‘dirty’ civil society: citizen participation
promoting nationalistic xenophobia
and intolerant misanthropy. The cen-
tral aspect of islamophobia (in their
title), rather a form of general racism,
constructs a situation of attack against

Photo: Metropolico.org

which our traditional European way of
life and values must be defended. Inter-
estingly, in Dresden around 0.4% of the
population are Muslims.

A PERSPECTIVE ON PEGIDA as a grass-
roots initiative “for peace’ sheds light
on the constructed-ness of alleged Ts-
lamic domination in Europe. PEGIDA’s
self-proclaimed peacefulness is used as
a justification of oppressive politics and
ideologies. Positive notions of peace
and democracy are used as facades for
wrongly legitimizing intolerance and
exclusion.

PEGIDA 1s nNot an isolated phenome-
non. It has branches all over Germany
and Europe and there are similar or
even more radical organizations like the
English Defence League or Soldiers of
Odin. They perfectly demonstrate that
not every bottom-up social movement
standing “for peace’ is favorable. @

By: Philipp Seuferling
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In 2014, a group of students heading for a protest were abducted by local police and unidentified . '
masked men. The Mexican government claims the students’ bodies were found murdered, but  ~ ; °

activist organizations across the Americas and the world dispute this.

[l VIVOS SELOS LLEVARON!

and a half years have

sed since the night

when 43 students were

abducted by local po-

lice in Ayotzinapa in the

state of Guerrero, Mexico. Since then,
a series of events have highlighted the
severe state of the country in terms o
human rights violations, impunity, and
corruption. The case of Ayotzinapa is
a story of 43 student activists whosel
rhereabouts are still unknown; of

termined people’s movement for justicefs

and a government’s desperate attempts

at obscuring its complicity in what Am-|
mesty International calls “one of the]

rorst human rights tragedies” in the
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country’s modern history.

Tue AvorziNapa Rurar Teacher’s Col- '
lege was founded after the Mexicar
revolution in an effort to guarantee
higher education in rural areas, and has
a long tradition of activism and critiqu e
of the government. On September 26thj
2014, a group of young teacher students
from the school were on their way to
the town of Iguala, 90 miles away. They

de-Poccupied five public buses in order to
|protest the discrimination against ru-

ral teachers. Before heading back to
Ayotzinapa, police forces and unknowr
masked men stopped the buses and
fired at the students. Six people died!




and 43 were abducted. The mayor o
Iguala, José Luis Abarca, has been ac-
cused of ordering the arrest, as the stu-
dents were reportedly heading to Abar-
ca’s wife Marfa de los Angeles Pined:

illa’s mayoral campaign meeting.

THE GOVERNMENT HAs claimed to have
found the students’ burned bodies ir
a garbage dump nearby. However, this
story is widely dismissed due to several
inconsistencies highlighted by various
independent research bodies as well as
Whuman rights organizations. While the
‘government’s investigation describes
‘the event as a local conflict betweer
,drug cartels assisted by a corrupt police
patrol, evidence indicates influences
", from significantly higher levels of gov-

ernment. The Interdisciplinary Groupj

of Experts Ayotzinapa (GIEI), an inde-
;1. pendent research group assigned to the
case by the Inter-American Commis-
sion on Human Rights, exposed vari-
ous severe problems with the official

investigation in a report from Septem-
ber 2015. Apart from the fact that it was
technically impossible to identify the
bodies found at the dump, there were
reported cases of torture in official in-
terrogations, destruction of evidence
such as film recordings and communi-
cation between authorities, as well as
the forbidding researchers from inter-
viewing members of the military. Fur-
thermore, the team found that police
and state monitored the location of the]
students on the day of the disappear-

Blance, and witnesses’ accounts point

towards a thoroughly planned and co-
ordinated operation by several levels o
police force.

THE CONFLICT BETWEEN the state author-|
ities and the GIEI around the investi-

figation intensified in the beginning o

April, as the attorney general of Mex-§
ico leaked confidential information off
the independent investigation, thereby®
violating the agreement between th
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/‘tv\ 0. At a press conference on April 6t
\ ‘in Mexico City, the GIEI declared thei

research to be heavily obstructed, stat
ing that “there are sectors that want
to bloek .the investigation, focus the

sues of the investigation or even try to
close the case”.

ACCORDING TO AMNESTY International

more than 27 000 people have disap-

peared in Mexico in the last ten years
President Enrique Pefia Nieto has re

ceived heavy critique for the country’s
srowing numbers of torture cases, asis

7ell as its extremely dangerous envi
ronment for journalists. Given these
facts, the impunity around the Ayot
zinapa case is perhaps of little surprise
hat seems somewhat remarkabld
Mhowever, is the government’s continued
persistence in hiding information and

" Ineglecting such clearly exposed faults

&;’;"’g.desplte the growing critique from var

us dlrectlons

sgoss Eskopia Uit sabed dorgeacatd
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ment has grown strong both in Mexico
and internationally. Since 2015, par-
ents and colleagues of the disappeared
Bstudents have travelled through Soutt
America, United States and Europe to
hed light upon the impunity and mobi-
llize an international demand for truth.
‘While Pefia Nieto is currently about to
embark on a series of country visits to|
FEurope during April and May, the voic-
es of what appears to be an increasingly
mified international movement con-

inues to condemn his administration.§

he words “Vivos se los llevaron, vivos

2&los queremos” (" They took them away

o

i ive, we want them alive”) continue to,

echo in protests extending far beyond
he borders of Mexico. @

-

As part of an
iinvestigation of the
Ayotzinapa case,

the Inter-American
Commission on
Human Rights pays a
visit to the students’

ischool, where parents

and students have
gathered to give their




EDITORIAL
RICKARD ALLREKE WAHLHAMMAR

Fight for or against feminism:
the unfortunate counter effect of
grassroots movements

The political struggle for which one thing is right can cause the opposite of a wanted result,
through a reactionary response. Rickard Allreke Wiithlhammar dives into the subject by explor-

ing rections to feminism.
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s a student in Lund, it is
easy to get stuck in the
academic bubble that
surrounds it. Every day
we study and spend our
time with people that study academic
subjects and theories that would seem
quite foreign to the people outside it.
These include, ideas, concepts and
politics about feminism, ethnicity, and
environment and so on. The idea that
feminists are anti-man and that men are
being discriminated against, the con-
cept that multiculturalism is a danger
to our society, and not to mention the
idea that Islam and most of its followers
support terrorism are all common.

A vor or students get involved in move-
ments that are actively against the ideas
mentioned above, to include, feminist
groups and groups working with refu-
gees and migration policy are numer-
ous within the student life. It is easy to
understand this reasoning: if we fight
for a better world, the world will even-
tually become better. In other words,
morally correct action leads to a desir-
able change. This line of thinking can
however lead to the opposite result and
the logic behind it can be quite clear.
For instance, in order to work towards
a more feminist society the biggest ob-
stacle are those people who are actively
against it.

A GRrassroOTSs STRUGGLE should funda-
mentally be about changing the ideas of
people or at least making sure that the
general opinion does not sway from a
desirable position. In order to do so, it is
important to understand why people do
not believe in what we do and the logic
behind it. Moreover, I think itis import-
ant to ask if common grassroots action
helps the cause that they work towards.
An interesting example of this is the
countermovement against feminism.

66 FOR THE WELL
VERSED FEMINIST

READING THIS,
DO NOT GE||

ME

The anti-feminists or Men’s Rights Ac-
tivists (MRAs) are arguing that men are
acutely the victims of today’s society,
where men have a disadvantage in cus-
tody cases. They are not recognized as
victims of not-being-heard-as-victims
of domestic abuse and are victims of the
false rape accusations “epidemic”.

AFTER READING FORUM posts and arti-
cles from people who hold these ideas,
it becomes pretty clear that they see
themselves as victims of today’s soci-
ety. At some point, among all the poor
arguments, there are some valid points.
Points that are however, not a result of
the man-hating feminists, but of the
logical nature of the patriarchal soci-
ety we live in. Most of the points they
are bringing up are cases of men not
fulfilling the discourse of being a man
or cases where the discourse of manli-
ness works against men. Weakness is,
according to the patriarchal discourse,
seen as a feminine trait, so an incident
where a woman abuses a man goes
against the societal roles of genders and
can therefore (theoretically) be more
difficult to take seriously. Taking care of
children is also a feminine trait, in pa-
triarchal discourse, so if it applies that
men should be less likely to be given
custody, all other factor equal.



THE PREVIOUS LINE can be seen as a the-
oretical description of a patriarchal dis-
course that might end up hurting men.
For the well versed feminist reading
this, do not get me wrong, women are
being actively disenfranchised by these
discourses; domestic abuse is still most-
ly towards women, the idea that men
should be the sole caregiver of a divorce
is quite modern and the terrifying idea
that some people believe that false rape
accusation are an epidemic demon-
strates this. There is however, on a the-
oretical basis, an argument to be made
that there are men who are victims and
the feeling they have needs to be un-
derstood. There are also a lot of other
aspects, but gender, that can get peo-
ple structurally disenfranchised where
class and people living in peripheral
areas are important for this argument.

Ir oNE WERE to look at the background
of people that are antifeminist on a
superficial level, the amount of work-
ing-class men from peripheral areas is
striking. They seem to come from rural
areas where the economic future looks
grim. As a result, they have other barri-
ers in society to overcome than an up-
per middle class woman in a major city.
These men constitute a group of people
who have to struggle against certain so-
cial structure too. It is here, where their
relation to the movements mentioned
earlier gets interesting.

THE FEMINIST MOVEMENT and similar
movements, which for example work
with refugees, are all about analyz-
ing and working to destroy the power
structures stratifying social groups. As
a white middle class heterosexual man
born close to Gothenburg, I can see that
1 have been privileged in most, if notall,
ways but for people who are privileged
in some ways (being a white man) and
not in others (coming from an impover-

ished rural area), the rhetoric of these
movements might come off as wrong.
Saying that women are structurally dis-
enfranchised, however true it is, and
asking man to look in to the theory priv-
ilege when they might experience more
disenfranchisement, can make them
turn against them.

MosTt PEOPLE ARE not academics, they
do not necessarily read feminist theory.
So when we talk about feminism, we
usually understand that the gender di-
vide is one of many and that feminists
are working towards a more equal so-
ciety on all levels. The people against
it do not see it in this way: they see a
group of privileged, often middle-class
academics telling them that they are ac-
tually the privileged ones, even if this is
not our intention. Somewhere along the
line, the message got misunderstood
and the active anti-feminists, the peo-
ple who actively hate women and think
that feminists are the opposite of them
(therefore man-haters) are getting peo-
ple to believe that their view on femi-
nism is correct.

Livine IN THE bubble that we do, it is
easy to assume that people get what we
are saying, and that the fight might lead
to a better world. In reality, a counter-
action has happened, and without un-
derstanding its mechanism it is easy to
see that the harder we fight for what we
think is right the stronger the reaction
might be. There is a theory in political
science that says that a topic being dis-
cussed does not change people’s opin-
ions, although only how the topic is be-
ing viewed. If a fight for feminism and
other causes only make the backlash
stronger it might be time to reconfigure
our strategy, so that our actual point
gets across and actual progression in
society could come out from the strug-
gle. ®
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DISPOSSESSED: AN AMBIGUOUS UTOPIA (URSULA K. LE GUIN, 1974)

A Utopian Reality in Science Fiction

Live your own utopia within a grassroots movement. Create new norms through bottom-up de-
cision making, and communicate a political message that challenges the status quo of society.
Doing things different can be frightening. Science fiction can take away fear through the visuali-
sation of new imaginaries to create real alternatives.

Panther Science Fiction '

Hugo and Nebula Award-winning author

URSULA
LE GUIN

The Dispossessed

.
i

‘Certain
to become
aclassic’

SCIENCE FICTION =
MONTHLY i

he degrowth movement is a grass-
roots movement that calls for a rad-
ical socioecological transformation.
This socioecological transformation
should lead to an era of social justice
and environmental sustainability. Societies should

be about human well-being and enhanced eco-
logical conditions. This can be reached through
downscaling of production, a focus on sufficiency
instead of efficiency, cooperation and conviviality.
Critics of the movement often argue that the al-
ternative society they envision does not sound at-
tractive, and will lead us on a path of decline into
a backward society. To demonstrate different and
take away the fear that the principles of degrowth
do not necessarily lead to reduced freedom and
dissolution of happiness they draw on science fic-
tion utopias.

In 1974, Ursura K. Le Guin wrote the science fic-
tion novel The Dispossessed: An Ambiguous Uto-
pia. Utopias and science fiction have the power to
critically assess current societal structures and to
explore how alternative norms and values would
be translated into reality. Therefore Le Guin’s uto-
pian literature in which she takes the reader to
explore new worlds based on harmony, anarchy
and communal ownership perfectly ties into de-
growth’s struggle for justice.

THE Dispossessep TELLS the story of Shevek who
grew up on Anarres the moon of Urras (simulta-
neously Urras is Anarres’ moon it just depends
on your standpoint). Anarres is a society that was
established seven generations ago through a rev-
olution in which it set itself free from the socie-
tal structures of Urras. That, according to them,
are structures of inequality, exploitation and false
illusions. Odo was the leader of the Anarasti rev-
olution calling for justice. They challenged the
societal structures of Urras but the powerful elite
on Urras experienced them as dangerous and sent
them to the moon to start their own community:
Abbeney which means “Mind”.



ABouTr TWo HUNDRED years later Shevek lives on
Anarres. He is an exceptional physicist who works
on The Theory of Simultaneity. Scientists on Urras
are interested in his work and invite him to come
over to the moon. This journey is not without dan-
ger as coming to Urras means that Shevek has to
cooperate with the Urrasti while the Anarresti
once swore to never get involved in their business-
es again. Shevek decides to go, not to merely han-
dover his scientific work but to establish brother-
hood between Urras and Anarres.

ONcE oN Urras he finds a society that has sim-
ilar norms, values and societal organisation as
the modern western society in which economic
growth, consumption and material welfare are
desirable and unquestioned. The Anarrasti, just
as the degrowth movement, challenge these struc-
tures as they often go hand in hand with social in-
equality and ecological destruction. The freedom
and beauty of these societies therefore are criti-
cised as illusionary and unsustainable.

THE poLITENESs oF the people on Urras comes
therefore as a surprise to Shevek once he enters
the moon. He even enjoys the comfort in his own
luxury room. However, the more time he spends
on Urras, the more he starts to dislike the society
ruled by individualism and greed to live the dream
of false freedom and unequal prosperity. He miss-
es home, even though life on Anarres is much
tougher than on Urras through natural shortages
and its life of survival. He misses Anarres’ norms
and values.

Sign held by an Occupy
Wall Street protester in
Zuccotti Park, New York
on 28 September 201 1.
Photo: David Shankbone

LirE oN ANARRES is organised bottom-up through
human solidarity, sharing, commons and mutual
aid. There is no money and no exploitation, there
is no excess and no inequality. A new generation
Odonians on Urras feels inspired by the Odonian
revolution 200 years ago and demonstrates for
freedom. Shevek gets in touch to be in solidarity
with them and their struggle and spoke the follow-
ing words on the biggest demonstration ever since
the Odonian revolution:

ON ANARRES, SHEVEK states, “|w]e have nothing
but our freedom. We have nothing to give you but
your own freedom. We have no law but the sin-
gle principle of mutual aid between individuals.
We have no government but the single principle
of free association. We have no states, no nations,
no presidents, no premiers, no chiefs, no generals,
no bosses, no bankers, no landlords, no wages, no
charity, no police, no soldiers, no wars. Nor do we
have much else. We are sharers, not owners. We
are not prosperous. None of us is rich. None of us
is powerful. If it is Anarres you want, if it is the
future you seek, then I tell you that you must come
to it with empty hands.” (L.e Guin 1974)

TuE sTorY oF The Dispossessed shows us how sci-
ence fiction can be a creative playground for grass-
roots movements to envision alternative societies.
Envisioning of utopias might be the beginning of a
new story of reality. @

By: Petra van der Kooij
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