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“
Upon first arriving in Lund after the 

summer break, all ready to get to 
work, we were struck by the ques-
tion: what on earth do we do now? 
Instead of a set agenda we found 

ourselves with an almost clean slate and a full ros-
ter to fill with writers and layouters. The process 
of finding them was a struggle, but the result was 
beyond our expectations. So, after out first fum-
bling steps as editors-in-chief we are now incred-
ibly proud to present the first edition of Utrikes-
perspektiv for this academic year, and we would 
like to dedicate it to the team that has made it all 
possible.

For any individual trying to bring political 
change, above all, courage is required. The man 
on our cover picture has long served as a symbol 
for just that; standing in front of the Chinese army 
tanks, refusing to accept the terrible odds that one 
individual faces when trying to change the world. 
We see this as the very core of the theme for this 
issue - individual action. 

as an extension of the cover picture one of our 
reporters has written on the dire situation of Chi-

nese human rights lawyers, which you can read 
about on page 22. On the theme you can also read 
about the political power of art, one Norwegian 
man’s fight to help protect stateless refugees, the 
role of freelance journalists in global politics, and 
much more. 

We hope that this magazine will inspire you to 
discuss and debate. If you have any thoughts or 
comments, please email us and your opinion could 
be printed in our next issue. Enjoy your read!

This material is entierly or 
partly financed by SIDA, 
Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency. SIDA does not ne-
cessarily share the opinions 
found in the magazine. The 
responsibility for the content 
rests fully on the writer.
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PRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS     
dear member, 

We are happy to welcome you to another operational year with 
the Association of Foreign Affairs! Maybe all presidents say this 
about their year, but it does not make it less true; it feels like the 
year of 2016/2017 will be the best year this association has ever 
experienced! The events of the summer, for example the big 
midsummer surprise often referred to as Brexit, seems to have 
increased student’s interest in international affairs. The amount 
of visitors on most lectures has a three-digit number and the 
committees are full of students eager to discuss and spread 
knowledge on foreign affairs. 

at the moment, a lot of focus have been directed on the historic 
U.S presidential election.  When this magazine is released, our 
travel committee has visited Washington D.C. and the associa-
tion has hosted a whole election week. Of course the U.S. Elec-
tion needs to be highlighted and discussed. 

but do you know what makes us so proud of our members? 
On the 8th of November, the day of the US Election, our Radio 
broadcasted a show on important elections all over the world. 
During the same week as all major news sources were reporting 
on the reaction of a video with Donald Trump’s sexist “locker 
room talk” utrikesperspektiv.se, published articles on “Assyri-
ans in the Middle East”. The week of the third presidential de-
bate a lecture was held about the  UN Climate Negotiations. And 
the magazine you now have in front of you is full of content that 
hopefully will bring you new perspectives on the world around 
you, and not only bring up the topics you see on the news every 
day. So thank you for contributing to this, by being a member of 
UPF! 
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World Brief
TOBIAS ADOLFSSON & VILHELM FRITZON

1.

In October, the government of Africa’s sec-
ond most populous nation, Ethiopia, issued 
a state of emergency. Growing ethnic ten-
sions is what led the country to this point. 
The Oromo, the largest ethnic group mak-

ing up about a third of the population, has long felt 
alienated from political power. The conflict rose 
to a great extent when authorities planned to an-
nex some of the Oromo’s land to expand the cap-
ital Addis Ababa. On the 2nd of October at least 
52 people died as police tried to disperse protes-
tors during a holy festival. Activists claim that the 
death toll was actually over 500. Officials claim 
that “troublemakers” were the reason behind the 
deaths and denied that any bullets were fired. The 
state of emergency allows curfews, arrests without 
a court-order and restricted protesting rights. The 
state can also ban communications and internet is 
now blocked throughout many parts of the coun-
try. Analysts and experts are divided on the issue 
– some claim that it’s necessary due to the volume 
of protests as law enforcement agencies and for-
eign companies risk being endangered. Others see 
the state of emergency just as a way of securing the 
authoritarian regime. Å

The country that holds the world’s 
largest oil reserve is still struggling 
with economic chaos and Venezuela 
is riddled with empty store shelfs, a 
lack of water and regular power cuts. 

Things began to get to get crazy as the oil price 
dropped about 50% in 2015. Current president 
Nicolás Maduro started printing money to save 
the collapsing economy, thus triggering inflation, 
which could reach 1,640% in 2017. This spring 
the country experienced a severe drought, lead-
ing to power shortages as two thirds of the elec-
tricity supply is based on hydropower. To add to 
the headache, Venezuela’s largest food produc-
ing company, Polar, shut down beer production 
in April. Polar holds 80% of the beer market and 
the claimed that breweries were shut down due 
to government policies that restricted access to 
American dollars, making it impossible to import 
goods. But in June Venezuelans finally got some 
good news – beer is back! Polar had managed to 
get a loan from Spanish bank BBVA, which let the 
company import goods needed for production. 
The deal is enough to produce beer for the rest of 
2016. What lies ahead for 2017 is unknown but at 
least the suffering Venezuelan population can en-
joy the world’s most consumed alcoholic beverage 
for the time being. Å

1. The beer is back!

2. A state of 
pretense
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After a twenty-seven year long reign of 
terror the president of Uzbekistan, 
Islam Karimov, died on September 
2nd. The late despot, who can be 
attributed with such charming acts 

as the boiling alive of suspected terrorists and of 
at one point gunning down a thousand protesters 

to quench unrest, leaves behind a country at a 
crossroads. The former prime minister 

has been appointed interim leader, 
and so far it is not clear weather he 
will try to steer the country toward 
a more democratic future, or try to 
seize for himself the firm power 
Karimov ruled with. Further, there 
are a number of different interna-
tional actors with a stake in the di-
rection the country will take: Amer-
ica reportedly has seen in the regime 
an ally in the fight to stem militant 
Islamism, Russia most likely has an 
agenda behind Putin’s statement 
at Karimov’s funeral, that they will 
”do everything to support the Uzbek 
people and the Uzbek leadership”, 
and China has a strong interest in 
securing future gas imports. One 
can only wonder: in this array of 
large scale power play, is there any-
one that cares for the thirty-one mil-
lion Uzbeks that in Karrmov’s death 
might see a sign of brighter times? Å

4.The best or the worst of times?

On September 2nd, 
the largest workers 
strike in history was held 
throughout India. 180 million people 
participated in staying home from 

work for 24 hours, protesting against the Modi 
government’s tendency to prioritize business in-
terests over workers’ rights. The unions that orga-
nized the strike had a 12-point list of demands, at 
the center of which were a raise of the minimum 
wages to 270 USD and social security for every 
worker in India. Many of the demands were also 
aimed at improving the situation for the hundreds 
of millions of workers of the informal sector, who 
are not part of any union themselves, in order to 
for the unions to increase the pressure on the gov-
ernment. In respect of the sheer size of the strike, 
it was largely seen as a success. However, as many 
of India’s news channels are backed by large cor-
porations, the event quickly passed from national 
headlines, and in the biggest cities the economic 
effects were modest. It remains to be seen wheth-
er Narendra Modi will adjust the country’s eco-
nomic approach, but the support of the growing 
workers’ movement is likely to play an important 
part in the upcoming elections. Å

3.

4.

2.

3. world record Strike

Photo: meganfitzgerald/flickr
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On October 2nd, Colombians headed 
to the polls to vote, not for a new 
leader, but to decide if a peace deal 
with the FARC should be accepted. 
The country’s leadership, including 

President Juan Manuel Santos, had worked tire-
lessly for four years negotiating a truce. Just over 
a month before the vote, President Santos signed 
the historic treaty with the FARC. The truce 
represents a chance for peace in a 52-year-long 
conflict, which has killed 220,000 and displaced 
around 6 million people. But contrary to polls, 
which overwhelmingly favoured a Yes-vote, Co-
lombians rejected the deal by a painful 50.2% to 
49.8%, with a participation rate of just 38%.

in What can be called the year of unexpected ref-
erendums, the Colombian vote came as a shock. It 

was by no measures a perfect treaty. It offered soft-
er punishment for FARC guerrillas, who admitted 
to their crimes, as well as guaranteed seats in the 
Colombian congress. But ultimately, it did provide 
peace. This in stark contrast to the No-campaign, 
which offered no credible alternatives. There is a 
case to be made for the shortcomings of referen-
dums, but that will not be the focus here. Instead, 
a major hinder is a growing mistrust of career pol-
iticians, not just in Colombia but globally.

there are several striking similarities between 
the Colombian plebiscite and Brexit. Both were 
called for by politicians with a distinct elitist air 
to them, both seemed out of touch with the will of 
the people. Mr. Cameron and Mr. Santos underes-
timated the force of the opposing movements, and 
so did the polls. This view of politicians, who are 
out of touch, far away and unaware of the difficul-
ties facing the people they are supposed to repre-
sent, leaves voters feeling ignored. In the hope of 
change and having their voices heard, many lean 
towards more populist parties, and away from the 
uninspired traditional ones.

this certainly holds true for Brexit, where the 
population chose UKIP and its promises of ’inde-
pendence’ from the EU and therefore full control 
over domestic issues. Similar to recent rhetoric 
by Donald Trump in the US presidential race, at-
tempting to flirt with African-American voters, 
many voters felt that they did not have anything to 

The country’s decision to reject a peace deal with the FARC guerrillas 
highlights a growing discrepancy between the global political elite and 

the people they represent.

Pushing for peace in 
Colombia

Feature
MARCUS KOUTHOOFD MÅRTENSSON

          There are 
several striking 
similarities between 
the Colombian 
plebiscite and Brexit

“
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lose. Similar episodes are unfolding in continental 
Europe, where countless populist parties are mak-
ing headway.

the solution to this growing and problematic 
discrepancy is obviously tricky, but there is great 
promise in simply listening to voters, as benign as 
that sounds. Take for example Sweden. The me-
teoritic rise of the Sweden democrats, a populist 
party with an anti-immigration rhetoric, culmi-
nated in December 2015 when it polled at 19% of 
the vote. In January, just a month later, the govern-
ment introduced the first border controls between 
Sweden and Denmark. It signalled to voters that 
the country was working to improve its oversight 
of the movement of people, without budging on 
its core principles of openness, inclusiveness and 
tolerance. By being attentive to the opinions of 
voters, without compromising politically, the gov-
ernment has curbed the rise of the Sweden dem-
ocrats, who currently poll at 15%. Similar action 
is needed in Colombia, where the No-campaign is 
headed by the former president, Álvaro Uribe. His 

campaign built on the notion that a better peace 
deal was available through further negotiations, 
despite the fact that negotiations went on for four 
years and if passed would have been the first time 
in history that a guerrilla group agrees to disarm 
and face justice. Similar to the promises made by 
prominent Brexiteers (such as redirecting funds 
from the EU to the country’s national health ser-
vice), a better deal is not feasible, nor attainable.

by paying deeper attention and communicating 
more closely to voters, the Colombian leadership 
can regain the trust it has lost and that the op-
position seems to have won. This is vital for the 
government if it is to keep the peace deal with the 
FARC alive but also if it is to effectively sell future 
peace deals to its people. As this magazine is going 
to press, peace negotiations have begun with the 
ELN (National Liberation Army), another violent 
guerrilla group. If the Colombian leadership can 
get it right this second time around, lasting peace 
will take a big step towards reality. Å

Colombian YES-voters campaigning for peace

Photo: AlCortés/flickr
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Ever-growing
populism in Europe:
a bitter pill to 
swallow 

Feature
IEVA SRIEBALIŪTĖ
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T he rise of populism is a highly  
pressing challenge facing Europe-
an democracies as well as Europe-
an integration today. It is especially 
concerning at a time when many 

European governments find themselves in a strug-
gle to retain their reliability in the face of unpop-
ular immigration policies and growing scepticism 
towards the EU. The popularity of populist ex-
tremist and often Eurosceptic leaders such as N. 
Farage, M. Le Pen or J. Haider and many others 
has caused an uneasiness with Europe’s political 
stability and future. 

tWo similar core features are at the roots of popu-
list extremist parties throughout Europe: a deeply 
critical anti-establishment strategy towards the 
mainstream parties and the advocating of ex-
clusionary policies towards immigrants. Both of 
these features are often linked to policies stem-
ming from the EU, which adds to a growing feel 
of Euroscepticism and a divide. Solutions offered 
therefore often lean on distancing the respective 
countries from the EU, if not withdrawing.
Populist extremist parties are far from being 
‘catch-all’ and heavily count on supporters of 
quite distinct profile - working class men who lack 
formal qualifications and are economically vul-
nerable. In other words, they are often popularly 
dismissed as losers of globalization. However, too 
quick of a dismissal lead to a limited understand-
ing of what underlying concerns and despairs lie at 

the centre of these citizens’ motivation to vote for 
populist extremists. A better knowledge of where 
the scepticism and discontent stems from is vital. 
One of the forces driving the Europeans to opt 
for radicals is a distinct erosion of left and right 
in the mainstream parties. Over the past decades, 
Europe saw traditional parties increasingly mov-
ing towards the center, which led to a confusion of 
their standing-points. Angela Merkel welcoming 
refugees to Germany and a general shift towards 
more progressive stances on sociocultural matters 
could be seen as one example of reshaping the 
conservative. Such redefinitions lead to a feeling 
that parties are getting more and more similar to 
each other, thus no longer fairly representing a 
broader spectrum of views. At this point a vacu-
um of ideologies is created, meaning a fertile soil 
for populists, attracting citizens no longer able to 
affiliate themselves with what used to be a tradi-
tional left and right. This yields the anti-establish-
ment narrative employed by populist extremists in 
order to distinct themselves from center-oriented 
mainstream elites.

in addition oF missing a political home, there are a 
number of fears and insecurities in European soci-
ety continuously unaddressed by mainstream par-
ties. Populists make use of them maneuvering their 
way to the unattended concerns, which makes 
a shift in citizens support to populist extremists 
more likely. While controversial issues are what 
populists feed on, these same issues remain large-

Populist extremists throughout Europe barely offer any 

calculated measures or constructive long-term visions 

in their fiery political rhetoric. However, they still enjoy 

growing rates of endorsement. Why so many Europe-

ans have given up on traditional mainstream parties and 

instead opted for populist ones? And more importantly, is 

there a way for Europe to exit this populist trap?
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          One of the forces 
driving the Europeans 
to opt for radicals is 
a distinct erosion of 
left and right in the 
mainstream parties

ly unresponded by the rest of the political elites. 
Arguably the most salient issue in the past decades 
has been the rising rates of immigration. 

according to W. Connor, the essence of the nation is 
a psychological, vivid sense of sameness or oneness 
of kind, which, from the perspective of the group, 
sets it off from all other groups in a most vital way. 
This is mainly why people tend to respond more 
emotionally when it comes to a national identity in 
comparison to when an economic well-being is at 
stake. For these people, the core incentive of turning 
to populist extremism is the feeling that immigration 
and diversity threaten their national culture and a 
habitual way of life. Such psychological underlying 
insecurity caused by migration is much more pow-

erful than economic competition, which for too of-
ten and too long was held as a primary source of any 
public discontent. 

europeans miss a dialogue about these inner fears, 
but, unfortunately, only populists seem to be joining 
the conversation. Meanwhile, mainstream elites per-
sist on making the economic case for immigration 
rather than one for cultural diversity, which poses 
some uncertainty about the future. A research by 
Lauren McLaren concludes that possible long-term 
consequences of such unaddressed public concern 
might lead to a plummeting of trust in political in-
stitutions and a decline of overall functioning of 
the political systems. Undoubtedly, once in power, 
the populist extremists will also add to a destruc-
tion. Having in mind that their vision of coping with 
public distress is in most cases limited to distancing 
respective countries form the EU or even withdraw-
ing, the unity of Europe, often taken for granted, is 
also wildly at stake.

this leaves us expecting that concerns about the 
insecurity and national identity are to be taken into 
account and measures to increase the appreciation 
of cultural diversity implemented. Otherwise, main-
stream parties ignoring the discontent as well as 
failing to rediscover the virtues of ideological het-
erogeneity will cause a continuous divide among Eu-
rope. Meanwhile, populist extremism blooms under 
upheaval and is by no means willing to leave public 
sphere solely on its own accord. Å

“
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SATIRE
TOBIAS ADOLFSSON

So, Adolf Hitler, you are giving poli-
tics another shot. I tell you, its gonna 
cause some hey-day. The readers will 
be interested to know, what really is 
your goal?

“National socialism is the determination to create 
a new man. There will no longer exist any individ-
ual arbitrary will, nor realms in which the individ-
ual belongs to himself. The time of happiness as a 
private matter is over.”

Wow, full speed ahead I see. Seeing as you lost 
last time, what keeps you motivated?
“I believe that I am acting in accordance with the 
will of the Almighty Creator: by defending myself 
against the Jew, I am fighting for the work of the 
Lord.”

Interesting, I would never have guessed. Any-
way, much have changed since you were last 
active. What do you think of this 21st century 
society?
“Our whole public life today is like a hothouse for 
sexual ideas and simulations. Just look at the bill 
of fare served up in our movies, vaudeville and 

theaters, and you will hardly be able to deny that 
this is not the right kind of food, particularly for 
the youth. Theater, art, literature, cinema, press, 
posters, and window displays must be cleansed of 
all manifestations of our rotting world and placed 
in the service of a moral, political, and cultural 
idea.”

I take it that you are keeping with the infamous 
propaganda tactic? Tell the readers about it.
“The art of leadership consists in consolidating 
the attention of the people against a single adver-
sary and taking care that nothing will split up that 
attention. The leader of genius must have the abil-
ity to make different opponents appear as if they 
belonged to one category. The greater the lie, the 
greater the chance that it will be believed.”

How exactly does that work?
“The receptivity of the masses is very limited, 
their intelligence is small, but their power of for-
getting is enormous. In consequence of these facts, 
all effective propaganda must be limited to a very 
few points and must harp on these in slogans until 
the last member of the public understands what 

CONVERSATION WITH A

 TYRANT
An Utrikesperspektiv Exclusive Interview

At first it was only a movement in the corner of my eye; a flash, and 
when I looked nobody was there. But then I started seeing him, sneak-
ing around at the fringe, whispering in an ear here, making a comment 

there. For a while now he has been present, lurking, channeling his voice 
through the mouths of others, preparing. At the brink of his return, I 

managed to catch him for an exclusive interview.
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you want him to understand by your slogan. By the 
skillful and sustained use of propaganda, one can 
make a people see even heaven as hell or an ex-
tremely wretched life as paradise.”

You don’t seem to hold the people in very high 
esteem?
“Indeed, what luck for rulers that men do not 
think.”

So what will be your course of action from now 
on?
“The best way to take control over a people and 
control them utterly is to take a little of their free-
dom at a time, to erode rights by a thousand tiny 
and almost imperceptible reductions. In this way, 
the people will not see those rights and freedoms 
being removed until past the point at which these 
changes cannot be reversed.”

Should you succeed in rising to power again, 
what will be the first thing that you do?
“Two things. First I’ll put an end to the idea that a 
woman’s body belongs to her; the practice of abor-
tion shall be exterminated with a strong hand. 
Secondly, we have to put a stop to the idea that it 
is a part of everybody’s civil rights to say whatever 
he pleases.”

On a more specific note, as the question of 
immigration is among the hottest right now, 
would you care to comment the direction the 
European Union have taken?
“If the race is in danger of being oppressed or even 
exterminated the question of legality is only of sec-
ondary importance. The established power may in 
such a case employ only those means which are 
recognized as ‘legal’, yet the instinct of self-pres-
ervation on the part of the oppressed will always 
justify, to the highest degree, the employment of 
all possible resources.”

Lastly, some of our readers might be interested 
in political careers, would you give them some 
advice?
“If you do not know how to counter your oppo-
nents efforts, if you remain confused and uncer-
tain as your opponent makes his moves, step by 
step with decisiveness and intention, and your 
inaction allows him to come closer to power, then 
you have already lost and they have won, for they 
know the rules of the game and you do not.” Å

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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Fiction
ABDALLAH SMITH

Amid the growing tension of migration and border controls 
gripping the continent, one foreign university student journeys 

from the Copenhagen Airport to the Lund Central Station. 
On route he meditates on questions of identity and humanity 

arising from the encounter with a new country.
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Chapter 1 

It was pretty late by the time my plane ar-
rived at the Kastrup Airport in Copenha-
gen. The air was a stinging cold but the 
winds had been moderate. The flight was 
fine. No turbulence and my usual flight 

anxiety had not been as severe. Before any flight, 
my mind would conjure up a very detailed and viv-
id image of a plane crash. Either the wing of the 
plane would snap off leading to an uncontrollable 
descent. Or, the engine would burst into a ball of 
flames and consume the entire crew and passen-
gers alike. 

sometimes When i am lucky enough to fall asleep 
I would dream that I am in blackness. Within this 
space I would think that it is all over. Somehow I 
had missed the event of my death and I was on the 
other side. I would loiter around a bit in the black-
ness and feel a deep sadness. The blackness would 
press me in and my essence would tighten like a 
knot finally snapping. I would wake to the usual no 
smoking sign above me. Everything as normal as it 
could be 30,000 feet in the air. 

Chapter 2

i Was tired and wanted to be in bed. It would be 
another hour or so before I was to arrive in Lund. 
Only immigration control and train ride to go. 
With immigration checked I made my way down 
to the ground floor of the airport. 

i Wasn’t particularly hungry but the glaring 
Burger King advertising lured me in. I stood be-
hind a short Asian woman who wore huge spec-
tacles and seemed anxious about what she would 
order. Looking up at the digitized menu I also pon-
dered what I should eat. 

i had someWhat denounced Islam as my religion 
some years ago. The bacon reminded me of the day 
that I told my friends that I would expand my diet 
to include pork. We had been working up an ap-
petite throughout the day and by evening walked 
up the street to the McDonalds. They were serving 
a famous seasonal burger, the McRib. It was glo-
rious. Between the burger buns were two slabs of 
pork ribs layered with cheese and bacon. Each bite 
severely stymied the flow of blood to my heart. 
When we were done I didn’t feel any different. 

The gates of hell didn’t open up to swallow me. 
The skies didn’t break apart and shower me with 
scorching fire. All I felt was the hollow feeling you 
experience after eating fast food. 

i decided on just a normal cheeseburger with fries. 
I slouched over the high tables and munched on 
my meal looking over at the other arrivals pace 
toward the ticket machine. The issue of not eat-
ing pork for Muslims has to do with the hygiene 
of the animal. It is seen as unclean and therefore 
deemed to be ungodly. It is strange because the 
reason is really more scientific or health-based 
than anything spiritual or otherworldly. Much of 
the religion is based on reason, which you would 
not usually associate it with in our world today.

and me? i haven’t dumped the religion entirely. I 
just don’t want to be controlled by something that 
has so many flaws. Going to university had opened 
my mind. I now knew of the threads that sewed 
history and religion. I became aware of myself 
within its design. Consequently, the concrete that 
walled the house of my morality turned to sand 
and I stood naked in an open field. 

but. i am still a Muslim. It will never leave me. 
And no matter how much I stray from it I will ad-
here to its values. 

Chapter 3

at malmo the train stopped and border control 
officers boarded to examine everyone’s docu-
ments. There were a number of people on my car-
riage but everyone was seated alone as was custom 
in Sweden. It took a while before the officers came 
to my compartment. It took even longer for them 
to examine everyone’s identification before com-
ing to me. I reached into my pocket and gave my 
passport to the officer. He stared down at the small 
booklet then handed it back to me. 

“Do you have your Swedish visa?”
“Yes I do. One second.”

i pulled out my bag and checked the inside pock-
ets where I usually put my residence permit. It 
wasn’t there. Nervous now, I checked the outside 
pockets then checked the pockets of my trousers 
and wallet for the permit. It wasn´t there. It wasn’t 
on me. The officer asked again if I had the permit 
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and I told him that I didn’t. He instructed me to go 
see his colleague on the platform. I rushed out and 
saw a lady officer with a gadget in her hand. I went 
over to her and explained the situation. I must’ve 
looked worried. She asked me to calm down and 
assured me that if I could remember my personal 
identification number she would be able to pro-
cess me. Relief. 

i had saved my number on my phone. I pro-
duced the number anxious that the train would 
leave without me. She processed my information, 
smiled and told me not to forget my permit again. 
I thanked her. 

happy that i 
wouldn’t be strand-
ed in Malmo or Co-
penhagen or wher-
ever I would need to 
go if I didn’t have my 
information, I got 
back onto the train. 
It was a different 
carriage and there 
were a few more 
people on this car 
than the one I was in 
beforehand. 

i sat behind a brown 
man nearly my age 
and rested my head 
against the window 
waiting for the train 
to start again. By the time the train got going the 
man in front of me began to sing along to a song 
playing from his phone. I was sleepy but I recog-
nized the song as a prayer from the Quran. He was 
quite loud. Loud for a midnight train at least. 

i Was a little tense about this development given 
the simmering environment all over Europe re-
garding Muslims. Muslims and attacks to be pre-
cise. My mind began to detail a story leading to 
my death, as my stories always did. I stretched my 
eyes over the head of his chair and saw that he was 
clutching a bag very close to his body. The story 
became even more vivid. 

he must be praying the prayer the suicide bomb-
ers pray before they blow-up themselves and ev-

eryone else within the blast radius to the next di-
mension. Damn, what a way to go. I can see the 
headlines. Blast kills 12 on train to Sweden. Oh 
shit, they might mistake me as the perpetrator! 

i didn’t like the feeling of not being in control of 
the situation. Some form of action needed to be 
taken. Before I made a move, a young Swedish lady 
got up and approached the man. 

“Could you please be quiet? This is a train for ev-
eryone.”
“I wasn’t being too loud.”
“Im sitting at the back and you were disturbing.”
“Alright I will put it lower.”

Jesus, What has 
she done. She has 
doomed us all. If he 
ever needed an ex-
cuse to go through 
with it she just gave 
it to him. Damn, 
what a way to go.

Chapter 4

a FeW minutes 
passed and I got up 
to sit by the brown 
man. I introduced 
myself and he told 
me his name was 
Mohamed. He asked 
if I was Muslim and 

what I was doing in Sweden. I told him about my 
program and that I was from Ghana. He asked me 
about Ghana and I told him it is sunny. Sunny and 
beautiful. He was from Pakistan and had found his 
way to Sweden a while back. He wanted to be a po-
lice officer and was training to enter the Swedish 
force. I thought it incredibly ironic, but also sad. If 
he only knew the problems he might run into pur-
suing his dream. Whilst conversing we heard the 
young Swede from the back talking quite audibly 
on her phone. 

“People are very quick to forget.”
He shook his head and smiled. I smiled as well. 
“Here is my stop.”
“Mohamed, I wish you the best of luck, brother.” 
“You too.”

           I closed my eyes 
and let the blackness 
consume me. Fear of 
nothingness creeping. 
My stomach plummet-
ing. A sick sensation. It 
was all too much at 
once 

“
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i Wanted to say something more meaningful. 
Something along the lines of “don’t let people get 
to you,” or “follow your dream no matter.” But I 
was no older than he was. Who was I to tell him 
that? 

and there Was also the embarrassment and the 
shame holding me back. The embarrassment that 
I had thought he was a suicide bomber and the 
shame in feeling like I wasn’t really a real Muslim. 
That I am, in more than one way, a fake. Caught in 
between the world that I had grown up believing 
and the world I was now trying to understand. 

i had held on to the image of heaven when I was 
child because it made me less fearful of death. Less 
fearful of losing my parents after death. I held onto 
the belief that our home would transcend time, 
space and earth. That my mother would be there 
to hold me till the end of time. My father napping 
on his chair, a fixture in God’s kingdom. I was em-
barrassed because it felt like I had been fooled. A 
big joke. And it would get to me like it was getting 
to me now. And I would feel sorrow rushing to my 

eyes like the blurred pastures we were rolling by. 

i closed my eyes and let the blackness consume 
me. Fear of nothingness creeping. My stomach 
plummeting. A sick sensation. It was all too much 
at once. 

so i let it wash over me.
Then the tightness in my chest loosened. 
My heart eased.
The train began to slow down. 

i looked up at the arrival sign. Back in Lund.  Ev-
erything as normal as it could be millions of miles 
away from home. Happy, at least, that I was going 
to sleep on my own bed. Å

Photo: Randen Pederson
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The New Chinese president, Xi Jin-
ping, has often stressed that China 
should employ a system based on the 
‘rule of law’. However, following a 
string of human rights lawyers being 

detained, it seems the reality is far from the ‘rule 
of law’ and remains heavy-handedly the rule of 
power. 

the nationWide police operation began when 
Wang Yu was taken from her home on July 9th 
2015. Wang Yu’s friends received terrified phone 
messages from her after she returned home alone 
late to find her electricity and Wi-Fi turned off and 
men trying to break into the house. 

originally, Wang yu had been a commercial law-
yer, until she felt the sting of injustice when she 
was refused entry onto a train, despite having a 
valid ticket. Rather than the train conductor being 
punished, Wang Yu was imprisoned for 2½ years 
for ‘intentional assault’. Through witnessing the 
mistreatment and torture of inmates, she convert-
ed to a human rights lawyer by the time she was 
released. Wang Yu then worked at Fengrui Law 
Firm in Beijing, tackling sensitive and high pro-
file human rights cases. The firm became a major 

target during the July crackdown as authorities 
rounded up many of her colleagues, including her 
husband, in one weekend. 

the chinese government were quick to use their 
monopoly over the media to gain public support 
and present the frankly laughable image that the 
government follows rule of law. Just days after 
Wang Yu’s arrest, the Communist Party news-
paper reported that the lawyer arrests were to 
“smash a major criminal gang” that had used the 
Fengrui Law Firm firm to “draw attention to sensi-
tive cases, seriously disturbing social order”. 

a Week later, Wang Yu was personally targeted 
by the media as she was described as an aggressor 
while an old clip of her shouting “pack of scoun-
drels” at bailiffs was televised. Of course the con-
text preceding this clip was excluded. In truth, 
her defendant was forcefully shoved and removed 
from the room and her fellow lawyer was beaten 
unconscious after bringing up a sexual assault that 
the defendant experienced in custody. 

on the 6th October, Wang Yu was hit again by the 
government’s actions, when her 16-year-old son 
was captured in Myanmar during a plan to escape 

In Summer 2015, over 300 Chinese lawyers, 
activists and their associates were detained 
or interrogated in a nationwide crackdown 

on human rights lawyers. This represents the 
biggest attack against free speech since the 

aftermath of the Tiananmen square protests.
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to the US. This was after he was detained and re-
fused permission to attend his school in Austra-
lia before boarding his flight. He now stays with 
his grandparents under heavy surveillance and 
is emotionally effected by his parent’s detention. 
Wang Yu’s two friends who helped him escape 
now face serious peo-
ple-smuggling charges. 

by January 8th, Wang 
Yu had been in isolat-
ed solitary detention 
in a hidden location for 
six months. She was 
scared for her husband, 
her son, her friends and 
her colleagues. She was 
unable to communicate 
with the outside world. 
She was kept in the dark about her case. Wang Yu’s 
lawyer, Li Yuhan, was repeatedly refused visits to 
her client and after 6 months her lawyer’s licence 
was revoked. The State reportedly chose their 
own lawyer for Yu as a way to sentence her more 
easily; state appointed lawyers can only play the 
role of “stability maintenance” and not truly de-
fend her rights. It was on this day when Wang Yu 
was formally arrested for the crime of “subversion 
of state power”, which carries a sentence from 10 

years to life, if the person played a leading role. 
Her husband was formally arrested for “inciting 
subversion of state power”, with a maximum pen-
alty of 15 years. 

another six months later, after no contact or 
news from her, Wang 
Yu is seen on television 
sitting outside in a re-
laxed looking interview 
and has supposedly 
been released on bail. 
She is seen confess-
ing that she went to 
extremes in her work, 
“wrote inappropriate 
things online and ac-
cepted interviews with 
foreign media” and said 

“I feel ashamed and express remorse”. She con-
tinued by saying she hoped that her son would 
“serve the motherland” and rejected two awards 
for her brave work in human rights commenting 
that they were intended to “blacken the reputation 
of the Chinese government. I am Chinese. I only 
accept the leadership of the Chinese government. 
I do not accept these awards”. But she can’t real-
ly mean that, right?! In fact, many people doubt 
that she was genuine, with fears that she had been 

         When ordinary 
people have no choice 
but rise up in their 
own defence, those in 
power will reap what 
they’ve sowed: 
heightened social 
tension and chaos 

-Chen, arrested lawyer

“

         She is the bravest 
and the most upright 
and selfless human 
rights lawyer 

-Wang Quanping, lawyer

“
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threatened. This is not the first public confession, 
and, among others, journalist Gao Yu made a tele-
vised confession and later withdrew her words, 
saying that the authorities had threatened her son 
and made her read a script. Could the same have 
happened to Wang Yu? Wang Yu has remained 
incommunicable af-
ter the interview, and 
family members are 
unsure of the condi-
tions of her so-called 
‘bail’. 
 
this sudden display 
of power against law-
yers who follow inter-
national human rights 
conventions, outside 
the laws of China, is a 
shocking start to Pres-
ident Xi Jinping’s rule 
and has gained inter-
national criticism and 
national frustration. 
The China director at 
Human Rights Watch 
comments that these events “demonstrates the au-
thorities’ willingness to warp the law beyond all 
recognition”. Sina Weibo (Chinese twitter) users 

mock the Chinese ‘rule of law’: “guilty or not, the 
authorities have the final say, nothing to do with 
law”. 

does this heavy stance demonstrate a heightened 
level of paranoia within the current administra-

tion? Could this be the 
start of another reign 
like Chairman Mao’s? 
Amongst desperations 
to keep the country from 
harmful Western influ-
ences and prevailing po-
litical dissent, journalists 
and writers have been 
jailed for challenging 
Chinese history, while 
internet censorship and 
academic controls have 
increased and NGO’s are 
banned from receiving 
foreign funding. China 
advocates freedom of 
speech and press, how-
ever this is often under-
mined through the loop-

hole that these freedoms may expose state secrets 
or endanger the country.  Å

          If they say we’re 
guilty, they will find 
ways to incriminate 
us, even if they have 
to pull ridiculous and 
groundless evidence 

-Su Tienfu, lead pastor 
of Huoshi Church

“
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FRIDTJOF NANSEN
A Man  Of COMPASSION, Vision And Action

Today, at least 10 million people are defined as stateless, and therefore 
unable to get medical care and education. The definition of statelessness 
is “a person who is not considered as a national by any State under the 

operation of its law”. The story of avoiding and preventing statelessness 
starts with one man’s great compassion for his fellow human beings and 

unique innovative thinking, which has become the founding stone of 
every modern international refugee relief policy.
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Explorer, scientist, diplomat, humani-
tarian and politician. These are some 
of the titles of the great Fridtjof Nan-
sen (1861-1930). Nansen is mostly 
known as the crazy Norwegian arctic 

explorer who reached the North pole using a spe-
cially designed boat that could repel the unforgiv-
ing ice. As a young man, Nansen crossed Green-
land on skis which launched him into fame and 
established Norway as a polar nation. In 1893 he 
set sails on a mission to reach the North Pole. With 
his uniquely built ship Fram, he was the first man 
to reach the North Pole, or at least as close to the 
pole as any man had been before.

Fiercely intellectual, nansen earned his doc-
torate degree at the University of Oslo when he 
was only 26 years old, writing about the human 
central neural system. Nansen had a great com-
passion for politics, society and his fellow human 
beings, which he worked hard to uphold and pre-
serve in his later years. In Norway and worldwide 
he is mostly known for his daring adventures but 
is however less known for his truly inspiring and 
heartwarming work as the High Commissioner 
for refugees. Nansen’s relentless efforts, methods 
and hard work is the inspiration of mostly all mod-
ern international organizations who work with 
helping and protecting refugees today.

1917-18 Was a truly desperate year. The allied 
blockade in Germany was at its worst, effectively 
starving the population during war. Nansen was 
the head of the Norwegian delegate in Washington 
D.C. trying desperately to negotiate an agreement 
which would let food and supplies through the 
Alliedblockade and into Germany. In the spring of 
1920, the League of Nations asked Nansen to un-
dertake the task of repatriating the prisoners of 
war, many of them held in Russia. Working with 
his usual boldness and ingenuity, despite restrict-
ed funds, Nansen repatriated 450,000 prisoners in 
the next year and a half.

the history oF international protection of ref-
ugees started with the League of Nations. In the 
aftermath of World War I, the Russian revolu-
tion and the Greco-Turkish, Caucasus and Balkan 
wars, all in the same time era (1918-1922), there 
were some major upheavals on the European Con-
tinent. A steady stream of different minorities, re-
ligious and political exiles were pouring out as a 

consequence of these brutal wars and there were 
no organization or system to handle it.

recognized as the strong leader that Fridtjof Nan-
sen was, The League of Nations appointed him as 
their very first High Commissioner for Refugees in 
1921. First order of business was the Russian revo-
lution and civil war. Lenin’s Red army defeated the 
White movement and took power in Russia. Many 
Russians refused to submit to the new regime and 
therefore decided to leave the country. On the 15th 
of December 1921 Lenin decided to revoke the cit-
izenship for all those in exile, leaving around 800 
thousand Russians stateless, and therefore unable 

to seek asylum in any other European country.
Nansen quickly identified this as the main problem 
and started creating a unique passport called “the 
Nansen passport”, which gave the refugees a valid 
name, ID number and were therefore able to seek 
asylum.In 1921 Nansen was granted another enor-
mous task requested specifically by the Red Cross. 
During the dire Russian Famine of 1921-22, his task 
was to provide food and shelter for the Russians, 
whose crops had failed 2 years in a row and in the 
aftermath of the first world war were running ex-
tremely low on provision. Due to his outstanding 
methods of organizing, he was able to produce 
food enough to save 7 million Russians, out of 
which 6 million were children. Nansen were also 
a pivotal figure in Greco-Turkish war. The Greek 
army was beaten and Greeks living in Asia poured 
into their native land. Nansen arranged a swap and 
1.2 million Greeks who lived in Turkey returned, 
likewise for 500.000 Turks living in Greece.

nansen ministered hundreds of thousands of 

           the refugees who 
were regarded as an 
intolerable burden 
would comprise 
a rich asset 

-Fridtjof Nansen

“
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refugees - Russian, Turkish, Armenian, Assyri-
an, Assyro-Chaldean - using methods that were 
to become classics. Custodial care, repatriation, 
rehabilitation, resettlement, emigration and inte-
gration were all a part of Nansen’s program and 
are today the standard methods in protecting and 
helping refugees.

the dissolution oF the League of Nations in 1946, 
due to their failure to prevent the Axis power ag-
gression which lead to World War II, made way 
for a new peacekeeping international organi-
zation, the United Nations. The United Nations 
High Commissioner for Refugees (UNHCR) is a 
very important part of the undertakings of the UN. 
The successful work and innovation all produced 
by Nansen is still very much influential, especially 
noticeable in the UNHCR program to end state-
lessness by 2024.

statelessness is still a worldwide problem. War 
is one of the main reason for people being state-

less, and war is something that is historically con-
stant. Nansen gave us the right tool a long time 
ago, something which is still being applied to help 
stateless people today, but with natural disasters 
happening more frequently and more brutal wars 
occurring, the issue of statelessness is a reality the 
world still faces.

the nansen passport is no longer active, but the 
UNHCR gives out a travel passport to stateless 
people, a renewed Nansen passport. Except for 
preventing statelessness, the most effective way 
to protect is to identify and give stateless people 
a chance to seek asylum in other countries.There 
are at least 10 million stateless people wandering 
around today, unable to get education, medical 
treatment and other necessities because they are 
denied a nationality. Even though Nansen started 
and identified the problem, it is still a major prob-
lem that perhaps needs modern innovation and 
diplomacy. Å

The Nansen Passport

Photo: Mon Œil/flickr
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It’s not saying like ‘I saved this person’s life. 
Or ‘I changed this person’s life’. Because 
that is bullshit. These people are adults, 
they’re taking care of their own lives, 
they’ve been through worse stuff. I mean, 

they crossed the sea in a rubber boat. We just 
helped them along the way.”

a bunch oF push and pull factors brought Matteo 
to Greece in the beginning of November 2015. As 
he walked besides the waterfront on the Greek 
island, the first thing he got confronted with was 
the unilateral media reporting. Instead of rubber 
boats dramatically being washed up on the coast 
he saw people jumping in the water to cool them-
selves off and observed families gathered in the lo-
cal cafés. “Is this really a refugee crisis or a holiday 
resort in Beirut?” 

but a hundred meters away from the waterfront 
he got confronted with the bad conditions in the 
camp. And being present one night in the port as 
wet, hungry, tired people in bad shape arrived, 
Matteo soon realized the gravity of the situation. 
After a couple of weeks with thousands of arrivals, 
a lack of volunteers, chaos, devastation and barely 
any sleep it suddenly became quiet and Matteo de-

cided to leave. “Of course three days later the cha-
os started again on the Greek Island. I guess the 
lesson is that as a freelance volunteer, you never 
really know what is bad or good.”

 “When i leFt Greece the first time, in the end of 
last year, I got the impression that the time for the 
freelance volunteer is over. Which is good; be-
cause that meant that there was more structure 
and system in place. Sad; because it was great to 
arrive as a random person and make a really big 
difference on your own initiative. But that’s not 
how it’s supposed to be obviously. It shouldn’t 
be possible for random people to just walk in to 
a camp. They could have bad intentions as well.”

*

“noW i live in a good situation in Germany. They 
are my people. You know, these are Syrian people, 
and I’m Syrian. This is my duty, to go to Greece 
and help.” 

in the beginning of 2015 Ibrahim reached Greece 
as a refugee. Just a couple of months later he re-
turned to volunteer. Ibrahim’s role as a volunteer 
was mostly based on his knowledge of the Arabic 

Wanting to help other people is a conventional human feeling. Being 
able to help, is a privilege. Thousands of people made their way down 
to Greece in the name of humanity last autumn. Being a volunteer is 

problematic in many ways. Having a lawless power position is difficult to 
handle without any experience related to crisis situations and vulnerable 
people. And constantly facing prejudices. Here follows three short stories 
about some freelance volunteers I met while I was present in Greece one 

year ago as a volunteer myself.

“

Jalla, habibi, mafi, bukra, As-salamu alaykum 

Fragments from 
the Mediterranean

Record
RONJA DE BOER
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language. He devoted a lot of time in the hospital 
for medical cases, but also helped Frontex and the 
police with translating. 

there existed a general misunderstanding about 
the volunteers. Many refugees thought that the 
unpaid helpers in matter of fact received juicy sal-
aries from big organisations. “‘They really don’t 
take salary?’ they asked. And I responded ‘No they 
don’t take salary.’ When I told them we come as 
humanitarians, a lot of people started to cry.” 

he puts Weight on the importance that Europeans 
observed that refugees like him went to Greece to 
contribute. “Because many European people say 
‘oh refugees come and they only want to sit and 
take money and don’t want to do anything for the 
European community and doesn’t work.’ No, we 
didn’t come to Europe to stay and play. We come 
because there is war in Syria. We come here to 
make a future. And by volunteering in Greece we 
showed the European people that. “ 

*

“in greece, it was very traumatic but easy to help; 
which gave you such a strong feeling of success. 
In Lebanon, no matter what you did it made you 
realize how little of a difference you made.” 

Fanny Went to Greece in November last year, in-
trigued to be a part of the humanitarian movement 
representing solidarity. “Something necessary to 
demonstrate in a time when it seemed that the of-
ficial policy of Europe corresponded the opposite.” 
After spending some months on The Greek island 
the situation became more organized. The Greek 
ministry took over and freelance volunteers lost 
the right to enter camps. She and a little group of 
other freelance volunteers heard about the situa-
tion in Lebanon. “We choose to go there and try 
out. There was more of a need there. Our hands 
were more worthy there.” 

in greece anyone hade the possibility to walk out 

Photos: Rishabh Kaul
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*

It is so close to the primal, when the mountains in the sea around me,
are lying like dinosaur bodies.

I swam in the same sea where children and mothers and fathers 
have died on their way from Turkey to Greece,

but the sea made such an innocent sound in my ears.                                                                                                                               
And in that combination where the frustration and devastation,

faces the constant beauty of the island
it creates an echoing existential question in my head.

Å

on the street and respond to the crisis. In Lebanon 
it required meetings with all the NGO’ s, military 
and municipalities in order to get anything done 
as a freelance volunteer. ”It was even more clear 
and frustrating that we weren’t able to work with-
in a system. We would never be able to finish our 
work. There would always be one more person in 
line with the same problem.” 

the lebanese had a full system in place with leg-
islation about everything related to refugees. But 
again one familiar condition was present: the cha-
os. “Because a structure doesn’t mean anything 
when it doesn’t work in praxis and in praxis there 
were just too many refugees, with too few resourc-
es.” 
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As Tim Miller tells us in the ori-
gin myth of his third book, he got 
a thought, did some calculations, 
and concluded that if he continues 
to perform in different parts of the 

world, living the traveling agent’s life (selling art 
and political opinions) he’ll end up sleeping in 
nearly a thousand hotel beds. As a result, he pub-
lished 1001 beds. Performances, Essays, and Trav-
els in 2006 with Glen Johnson as  the editor. 1001 
beds is a book and a performance. It’s an autobi-
ography reflecting on around twenty-five years of 
a career, and an anthology of interviews, journals 
and  performance transcripts. It is a blend of his 
art and “behind the scenes”. The journals and es-

says are really enjoyable to read as they give a nice 
touch of vulnerability to the confident profession-
alism.

the 1001 nights were originally spent by telling 
tales; the stories in Tim Miller’s book are definite-
ly different but not less interesting. Once upon a 
time... there was a boy in America who wanted to 
play Oliver in the musical, a boy finding all those 
Vietnamese boys on the pages of the National 
Geographic handsome. This queer boy grew up 
to be a queer man seeing friends and lovers die 
by AIDS, while his loved country didn’t acknowl-
edge their need for help so he worked together 
with ACT UP/LA. A man leaving dance for per-
formance, co-founding Performance Space 122 
on Manhattan’s Lower East Side and Highways 
Performance Space in Santa Monica. He met other 
brilliant artists and together they fought against 
the state-structured homophobia. He created art 
interwoven with his political opinions because 
change was what he was burning for, but words 
and moves were what he believed in. He also be-
lieved in love but couldn’t marry the one because 
he happened to be a man and he could even lose 
him because he happened to be Australian.

in the prologue of the book he writes: ”Maybe 
the writing cure could now help me once again 
to get a lock on a very chaotic situation, the nag-
ging fear that at some point Alistair will be forced 
to leave the country. This can really cut through 
a lot of writer’s block. I’m writing as fast as I can 
before his visa expires! ... I decided that rath-
er than dutifully try to meet my deadline, it was 

In a performance called US, the American performance artist Tim Miller con-
fessed to consider to go into exile in Canada so that he could legally marry his 

boyfriend. Only a decade later were the two able to marry in the US. Could 
Miller’s body of work help the juridical change? Or, what are the consequences 

if the state wants to decide what is art and what is not?

The sex positive activism 
of Tim Miller

Book Review
Krisztina Orbán
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more important that I should spy on Alistair in his 
office.” This quote illustrates why personal mate-
rial keeps popping up in his performances. The 
answer might seem simple: that’s what concerns 
him. The personal really is political in his case and 
so he uses the potential of art to raise his voice. As 
RoseLee Goldberg wrote “many artists reclaimed 
performance as a mechanism for grassroots activ-
ism, and in the hands of Tim Miller or the late Da-
vid Wojnarowicz, . . . it became the most effective 
means to publicize political and social issues.”

he Was, along with Karen Finley, John Fleck, and 
Holly Hughes, the NEA Four: three gays and a fem-
inist. They were denied grants from the National 
Endowment for the Arts in 1990, or, they were “to 
be censored, distorted, and used by right-wing 
demagogues”, with Miller’s words. The four sued 
the NEA and got grants in 1992. However, it wasn’t 
a clear win: in 1998 the Supreme Court decided 
it was constitutional to judge art by its decency. 

The discussions evolving around the case both in 
political and media agenda effect the artists even 
today: not only did they simplify their art as  sex-
ual ignoring its values but were also a clean sign 
of no support. Every now and then performances 
get canceled in states with a strong right-wing be-
cause of Miller’s history.

What is the overall picture like? When reflecting 
on his career in an interview, he notes how AIDS 
became less significant in his work after 1996 
when new drugs appeared. He perceives it as a 
kind of feedback – when a topic is not that press-
ing anymore it might be because what he did actu-
ally made some change.  After achieved marriage 
equality he has the freedom to tell new stories and 
so he does. His new performance, ROOTED, pre-
miered recently,  and beside he works frequently 
with young artists to help them start their own 
journey. Å
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VIOLENT RIOTS - a different perspective
“Those who make peaceful revolution impossible, make violent revolution 

inevitable.” - John F. Kennedy

In the past few years there has been a surge 
in the number of public protests across the 
globe. Massive public gatherings in differ-
ent countries have taken place to protest 
against issues ranging from intense eco-

nomic inequality, social injustice and ethnic griev-
ances to austerity measures taken by their gov-
ernments. Majority of these gatherings have been 
peaceful and fruitless. However, those protests 
that turned violent have left their lingering mark-
ers in the places they occurred. The Arab Spring, 
15-M and Spanish Indignados, London Riots, Oc-
cupy Wall Street, Ferguson unrest amongst many 
others had a few things in common: they were re-
actions to states’ actions or inactions and started 
out as peaceful protests, but set off as riots because 
some form of state-sponsored violence, ordinarily 
police brutality, was used.

it is common knowledge that peaceful protests are 
largely ignored by governments – when the pro-

test is over, the issues mechanically subside. In 
order to get the attention of those in power, such 
issues are dramatized. From disobedience to de-
struction, the methods are used by the participants 
to express their anger and resentment, and to in-
cite immediate governmental action to change the 
status quo. As the methods become extreme, it is 
often suggested that the political character of the 
protest is lost in the mayhem of vandalism and 
looting; the rioters then become criminals, and 
their actions are classified as meaningless and ran-
dom acts of criminality. The complex issues are 
reduced to such simple explanations, and the root 
causes are conveniently ignored. The psychologi-
cal underpinnings of the riots are never analysed 
since they do not occur because the participants 
had no alternative in the face of ugly brutality. Or 
that the dehumanized behavior could no longer 
be ignored, and the repressed tensions of society 
needed to surface in order to be resolved. These 
perspectives are deliberately not hinted at to keep 

Editorial
SAADAT UMAR PIRZADA
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up the façade that everyone is treated equally and 
fairly. 

the reaction oF the different governments all-
around has been almost identical: deploring and 
discrediting the protest-turned-riot, and labeling 
it as mindless acts of violence and criminality by 
apolitical opportunists. In making this the univer-
sal truth, governments involve different institu-
tions to preach their ‘official version’ of the story 
in an attempt to make it more believable. Gov-
ernments’ streamlining of mass media is perhaps 
the most common tool employed to manufacture 
the ‘right’ responses from the public. For exam-
ple, during the London Riots, the Prime Minister 
termed the riots as “sickening” which needed to 
be “confronted and defeated”. The politicians and 
media alike presented the riots in the same fash-
ion. Apparently, this “criminality” was defeated 
when a 24 year-old student was sentenced for 6 
months for stealing bottled water worth £3.50. 

it is in no way suggested that vandalism and loot-
ing represent anything more than criminal dam-
age and theft. However, the stress of politicians 
and mainstream media is always consciously on 
the damage caused by the riots to portray the pic-
ture of meaningless and self-contradictory anar-
chy. It is suggested that the focus should be more 
on changing the way how riots are perceived: are 
stone buildings and mechanical devices more im-
portant than people? It is the failure of the sys-
tems of a state, including its justice system, when 
a blind eye is taken towards complex issues in a 
society, and when particularly communities with-
in it are branded as criminals. In 2014, researchers 
from University of Oxford concluded that rioters 
in London “came from economically deprived ar-
eas and from boroughs where policing had less 
legitimacy”. 

the conclusion oF this research can be best ex-
plained in the famous words of Dr. Martin Luther 

          The status quo is kept and maintained 
through government-led repression and violence“

Marching riot police.

Photo: Serge klk/flickr
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King Jr.: “There is nothing more dangerous than 
to build a society with a large segment of people 
in that society who feel that they have no stake in 
it; who feel that they have nothing to lose. People 
who have stake in their society, protect that soci-
ety, but when they don’t have it, they unconscious-
ly want to destroy it.”

nonetheless, the oFFicial story portrayed 
through mainstream media does not take these 
factors into consideration as these would high-
light governments’ inability to solve the issues. 
A superficial social analysis is provided that only 
deals with the after effects of the riots. As the riots 
are politically divorced phenomenon, there is no 
genuine anger or grievance behind the actions and 
reactions of rioters, hence there is no need to grap-
ple with underlying social causes. The status quo 
is kept and maintained through government-led 
repression and violence. It would be outrageous to 
suggest that such government violence only begets 
violence: a form of self-defense of the participants. 
After all, the Icelandic saucepan revolution is a 
successful story of peaceful protests that brought 

along a change in political regime in Iceland with 
major changes in their constitution. 

the issues oF social inequality, economic issues, 
social stratification, ethnic issues, state-sponsored 
brutality, etc. have been present in the world in 
one form or the other since time immemorial. The 
national revolutions that took place over the time 
in history involved violence and achieved results. 
They are glorified through songs and literature, 
and are celebrated as proud historical moments. If 
any lesson can be learned from history, it is this: 
freedom of any kind is earned, forcefully taken 
from the oppressor. It is not a charity donated by 
him. 

it is time for governments to learn from history 
and see social issues and riots from a different per-
spective to avoid what their inactions will make 
inevitable. Å

Police trying to disperse protestors.

Photo: looking4poetry/flickr
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Wir schaffen das!
September 2015. Crowds of people applauding the arriving refu-

gees. Angela Merkel proclaims “Wir schaffen das” – “We can make it”. 

September 2016. One year later the same motto is still valid, yet 
increasingly disputed. On the local level people still 

have to “make it” on a daily basis. What is the situation like for    
volunteering helpers and refugees one year later? 

The initial engagement during the 
peak of the ‘refugee crisis’ was quite 
overwhelming all over the country. 
Now the everyday is setting in. Gyms 
and other makeshift emergency shel-

ters are emptying and refugees settle more perma-
nently in local municipalities. Those who are left 
volunteering to help have to cope with fostering 

integration and settling in on a long-term, every-
day basis. Because the problems are not becoming 
less complex. Help is not done with a one-time 
donation of old clothes. Solutions have to be more 
sustainable.

the small bavarian town Höchstadt an der Aisch 
is one of many examples of a community where 

Photo: European People’s Party/flickr
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refugees found a new home. Stefanie Wittmann is 
one of several locals who are committed and sup-
port the newly arrived. After initially paying spo-
radic visits to the shelters and new homes in town 
she quickly built up relationships with an array of 
asylum-seeking people. Now she’s doing some-
thing almost every day: “You get sucked into it. You 
see that helping out once is not enough, there is 
always a next step to be taken”. Her activities com-
prise phone calls to all kinds of local and regional 
authorities, driving refugees to the doctor, accom-
panying them to certain appointments, helping to 
find work or explaining mail they receive: “Certain 
letters contain words I don’t even straight away 
understand myself as a native speaker. I had to fig-
ure out the incredibly complicated social systems 
and competences of each authority”, she explains. 

Where sWeden has Skatteverket and Migra-
tionsverket, Germa-
ny has the foreign-
ers‘ office, the social 
office (managed by 
the district admin-
istration), the job 
center (managed by 
the agency for work) 
and the federal office 
for migration and 
refugees. “Also the 
people there have to 
grow into their re-
sponsibilities, some 
authorities haven’t 
had these tasks before.” Stefanie knows most of 
the people working there personally by now. 

one Wonders hoW Germany can expect the new-
comers to figure out all of that themselves, espe-
cially with no centralized system for German lan-
guage classes. The refugees can choose between 
different organizations offering these services. It 
is also hard to understand what they should base 
their choice on, not knowing who all these orga-
nizations are.

in may 2016 Germany passed the first ‘integration 
law’ in its history, defining the guidelines for what 
integration of the refugees should consist of. One 
of its cornerstones is the mostly compulsory com-
pletion of an ‘integration course’. The example 
of Iranian asylum-seeker Ali K., however, shows 

how impracticable this can be in concrete situa-
tions. One month ago the trained welder managed 
to find work – again with considerable help of 
Stefanie, who could sort out the necessary paper-
work after around 20 phone calls with 4 different 
authorities and the new work place. This process 
took so long that the employer almost withdrew 
his offer. “Luckily this company was very cooper-
ative and really wanted to employ Ali. Otherwise 
this is impossible”, she remembers.  

shortly aFter settling in at his new work place 
the migration office asked Ali to take part in an 
integration course – during his work hours of 
course. Luckily Stefanie was able to fix this prob-
lem, Ali won’t have to attend this 8-week course 
now. After all the same law emphasizes that work 
is the most vital and best form of integration. This 
shows that often a solution presupposes a reso-

lute negotiation position 
against the authorities.

problems are maniFold, 
but usually of very prac-
tical nature. Apart from 
organizational problems 
language and cultural 
barriers add to the com-
plexity of the daily life. 
Hand and feet can be 
crucial instruments of 
communication. This is 
especially complicated 
with the “pile of letters 

and application forms from the authorities. They 
pile up in their apartments, they don’t even open 
them anymore, because they can’t read them any-
way. And when the helpers visit them they get con-
fronted with this pile”, Stefanie tells. These papers 
are often of a simple nature: letters to the parents 
from school or a registration form from the health 
insurance. This last one Stefanie filled out for Ali 
K.: “It was two pages in a tiny font with unneces-
sarily complicated terms. Ali initially thought the 
form was about his illness history, which it wasn’t 
at all.” 

another practical problem is distances. All legal 
matters concerning asylum-processes are admin-
istered at the place of the initial reception center. 

For syrian mohammed L. this is in Regensburg, 

“       Help is not done 
with a one-time                        
donation of old clothes;               
Solutions have to be 
more sustainable
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100km from Höchstadt, for Ali K. in Zirndorf, a 
50km journey. The latter one is however overload-
ed, which meant some weeks ago that Ali had to 
take his family to Nürnberg instead for a hearing 
concerning their asylum application. He took the 
day off from work, their daughter Anna couldn’t 
go to school. It took them three hours on public 
transportation to arrive in Nürnberg in time, just 
to find out that the responsible judge was sick that 
day. Also Mohammed’s wife whose baby is due in a 
couple of weeks doesn’t know yet how to come to 
the hospital once labor pain sets in. 

hoWever, looking at the situation in the long 
run – and of course the long history of migration 
proves it once more – encounter and exchange of 
experiences is the key for integration. The circle 
of volunteers in Höchstadt therefore organized 
an intercultural encounter party during the sum-
mer to give old and new citizens an opportunity 
to meet and better get to know each other around 
food from different home countries and music. 
The attendance was surprisingly high, an import-
ant signal against rising xenophobia and violence 
from right-wing extremists also in Germany.

maybe this is what Angela Merkel meant when 

she was talking about “Willkommenskultur” – 
“welcome culture”. Anyway, the situation of the 
refugees and the volunteers shows that this cul-
ture has to happen on the very local, individual 
and interpersonal level. And this requires efforts 
from both sides – the very definition of the term 
integration. Politics are often very far from these 
local realities, using symbolic legislations and 
questionable rhetorics to keep loud voices from 
the far-right quiet – people who could instead of 
shouting spend their time for making it work. Å 

                Maybe this is what 
Angela Merkel meant 
when she was 
talking about 
“Willkommenskultur” 

“
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Migrants in Wien waiting for the train that will take them to Munich, Germany.
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Being a stateless Rohingya from the Ra-
khine state of Myanmar means that 
forced labor is common. One night, 
you were too sick to work on the 
shrimp farm. After explaining to the 

Nasaka Commander, you were beaten up. The po-
lice were drunk so you took a chance and escaped. 
Great, you’re out of the camp! You went back to 
your family but were told to escape as the Nasaka 
would come for you. Fearing for your life, you paid 
your life savings to a smuggler who promised you a 
new life in the promised land, Australia. 

you hopped into a small boat with more people 
in it than it could handle, thinking about your 

ambitions. Soon you will have a shot in life! Upon 
reaching Australia’s shore, however, you were in-
tercepted by Australian Navy and sent to an off-
shore processing center in Nauru where your 
claim for refugee status will be processed.

Can Australia transfer asylum seekers to a 3rd 
country?
australia is a contracting state of the 1951 Refu-
gee Convention, which emphasizes on the prin-
ciple of non-refoulement. According to Article 33 
of the United Nations’ Convention and Protocol 
relating to the Status of Refugees, ratified by Aus-
tralia in 1973, a contracting state has an obligation 
to not return a refugee to a place where his life or 
freedom would be threatened on account of his 
race, religion, nationality, membership of a social 
group or political opinion. But Australia is not 
sending you back to Myanmar, it’s sending you to 
Nauru. Before the Migration Act was changed in 
2012, former Prime Minister Julia Gillard appoint-
ed expert panels for guidance. The expert panel’s 
report stated that asylum seekers have no right to 
have his status determined in a particular place 
under International Law and there is no rule that 
an asylum seeker must seek protection in the first 
state. A High Court ruling in 2011 stated that Aus-
tralia cannot process asylum seekers in a country 
that was not bound by law to provide protection 
while their refugee status is being determined. Na-
uru ratified the Refugee Convention in 2011, so it 

Unwanted by All
Relocation - A new way of resettling refugees

Australia celebrated two years of stopping illegal boat arrival in July 
2016. Asylum seekers arriving by boat are sent to detention centres in 

Nauru or Manus Island. To provide resettlement for refugees in Nauru, 
Australia and Cambodia signed an agreement that is inconsistent with all 
international practice on refugee matters. Could this be the new way of 

resettling refugees or is Australia just sending them away 
by paying Cambodia?

       Fear of terrorist 
attacks and mass refugee 
flows are driving many 
Western governments to 
roll back on human rights 
protections

- Kenneth Roth, Human Rights Watch

“

Chapter 1: Encounter
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seems it is not illegal for Australia to send asylum 
seekers there.

Chapter 2: Limbo
it’s been 2 years since you set foot in Nauru and 
your refugee status has been determined. How-
ever, you’ve been told that settling in Australia is 
impossible. Australian immigration authorities 
approached you with the “golden ticket” to leave 
Nauru, made possible by the Australia-Cambodia 
Refugee Relocation Agreement. They told you 
that Cambodia is “free from persecution” with “a 
stable economy and good employment opportuni-
ties”. Anywhere is better than this prison-liked de-
tention camp. You could not bear anymore of the 
beatings, robbing and harassment. Not to mention 
the appalling standard of medical care. You decid-
ed to abandon the tiny impoverished island and 
take your chances in Cambodia.

What is the Australia-Cambodia Refugee Relo-
cation Agreement?
australia and cambodia signed an agreement 
providing relocation for refugees from Nauru to 
Cambodia on 26th September 2014. The agree-
ment was negotiated without consultation with 
parliament or civil society in Australia or Cam-
bodia. Many details of the agreement remained 
unclear, such as the number of refugees to be re-
located to Cambodia. Former Australian Immi-
gration Minister, Scott Morrison, stated that as 
many as 1,000 refugees will be relocated but the 
Cambodian Interior Minister said they would only 
accept “three to four” at first as a “trial”. Howev-
er, under the agreement, Cambodia will decide 
how many refugees to accept and when. The exact 
cost of the agreement is a mystery, but in October 
2015 the Secretary of Department of Immigration 
and Border Protection clarified that Australia was 

providing A$40 million in ‘development assis-
tance’ and another A$15 million for overall reset-
tlement program. Only five refugees accepted the 
offer of resettlement. As of June 2016, 4 of them 
have returned to their home countries despite the 
well-founded risks of persecution. The last refu-
gee in Cambodia, Mohammed Roshid, a stateless 
Rohingya Muslim, which the Myanmar govern-
ment does not recognize, described his situation 
there with the words, “I fear that I will die here.”

Chapter 3: Utopia
aFter being in Cambodia for few months, you re-
alized that you’ve been lied to about life in Cambo-
dia. Cambodia is not flooded with employment op-
portunities. You found a job selling roti but the pay 
is not enough to support yourself. You felt cheated 
for agreeing to come to a poor, once refugee-pro-
ducing nation, where around 18% of the Cambodi-
an population survive on less than $0.93 a day and 
the government struggles to provide basic services 
even for its own people.

Who is legally responsible for refugees’ protec-
tion in Cambodia?
both cambodia and Australia are bound by the 
1951 Refugee Convention. The country that has 
legal responsibilities for the refugees in Cambo-
dia depends on whether the country has effective 
control over them. The non-refoulement principle 
of Article 33 as mentioned earlier only applies to 
a state that has effective control. Once the refu-
gees settled in Cambodia, it can be safe to say that 
Cambodia has effective control over them and not 

       We believe that the up-
coming aid from australian 
government... will add and 
increase the corruption in 
Cambodia

- Pises Mao, Cambodian Political Analyst

“

         Refugee status doesn’t mean 
they want to stay in Cambodia for 
good... That’s why we don’t do much 
to integrate those people with 
vocational training or sharing how 
to make a living in Cambodia

- Mr. Phay Siphan, Cambodia’s 
government spokesman

“
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Australia, as Cambodia would have territorial ju-
risdiction over them, thus shifting the responsibil-
ity from Australia to Cambodia. 

let’s go back to Nauru processing center, where 
Australia has effective control over asylum seekers 
and refugees. Again, based on the non-refoulement 
principle of Article 33, if there is compelling ev-
idence that refugees’ rights would be violated in 
Cambodia, then Australia would be legally obliged 
to stop resettlement in Cambodia. 

this is Where the lines are blurred. How do we 
define ‘compelling evidence’ and what is the 
threshold? I could only make persuasive argu-
ments. Under the agreement, refugees will be 
given ‘temporary accommodation’ in the capital, 
Phnom Penh, then they will be resettled outside 
of the capital. Australian Department of Foreign 
Affairs and Trade website described Cambodia’s 
medical services as “poor and very limited” with 
“no medical facilities” for emergencies outside 
of the capital. In 2009, Cambodia, who ratified 
the 1951 Refugee Convention in 1992, forcibly re-
turned 20 ethnic Uighurs to China despite univer-
sal condemnation of Cambodia’s action and Chi-
na’s record of torture, disappearance and arbitrary 
detention of Uighurs. In return, China confirmed a 

commitment of $900 million in aid. Human Rights 
Watch have also long reported the forced return of 
Khmer Krom activists into the arms of the Viet-
namese security services. In the session of the Hu-
man Rights Council in September 2016, Australia 
joined 36 other nations in a statement raising con-
cerns about Cambodia’s political tension, which 
threatens oppositions and human rights organiza-
tions after the “politically-motivated” murder of 
political commentator, Kem Ley. All these may in-
dicate that Australia is aware of Cambodia’s poor 
human rights record and that refugees’ safety and 
rights would be violated, which may trigger the 
non-refoulement principle. Å

        How irresponsible is it from 
Australia? Cambodia cannot 
protect its own people and 
violates every possible right 
they have

- Ou Virak, Chairman of the Cambodian  
Centre for Human Rights

“
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Hunting Season 
for Journalists

Journalists play a vital role in the fight for freedom.  Driven to get 
closer to the truth, they sometimes have to decide whether a story is 

worth risking their life for or not. At the same time, we bear 
witness to an ongoing discussion here at home concerning 

the death of journalism itself.

Freelance journalist Martin Schibbye is 
well aware of the risks that come with 
the profession. He began his journalis-
tic career ten years ago. His aim ever 
since has been to cover the stories that 

otherwise never would have been told. This still 
remains one of his greatest motivations. Never-
theless, the current trend with increasing risks for 
journalists in parts of the world troubles him. “It 
almost appears to be a hunting season for journal-
ists”, he says.

around the globe reporters are threatened, tor-
tured and imprisoned. Last year, at least 199 jour-
nalists were sent to jail. During the past six years 
452 journalists have been forced to live in exile. 
Sometimes their very lives are put at risk.As a con-
sequence of today’s various publication platforms 
the need for journalism as a method for political 
actors to communicate their agenda has dimin-
ished. Nowadays governments, politicians and 
other actors on the international arena can ex-
press themselves through social media. ”It is more 
efficient for terrorist groups to execute a journalist 

and post it online rather than being interviewed”, 
Schibbye argues. 

iraq, syria and the Philippines are the countries 
where most journalist killings have taken place 
in the past 24 years. Whereas many die in cross-
fire, the proportion of murders are disturbingly 
high. From 1992 until today at least 1,211 journal-
ists have lost their lives. More than half of them 

         Some are going as 
far as claiming that 
we are witnessing 
the murder of 
journalism 

“
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were murdered. The Philippines has, in addition, 
the lowest rate of conviction in such cases. The 
country’s president, Rodrigo Duterte, justified the 
killings of local journalists by claiming that they 
were corrupt.

While Journalists are risking their lives for our 
access to information there is a current debate 
here at home about the potential death of journal-
ism itself. An unwillingness to pay for online arti-
cles, leading to cost cuttings and job losses and are 
part of the picture. As technology has developed, 
old journalistic institutions have demised. Some 
are going as far as claiming that we are witnessing 
the murder of journalism. 

according to schibbye this is, however, not the 
case. “The crisis lies with the old business model”, 
he argues. This does not mean that journalism as 
a whole is an obsolete profession. On the contrary, 
Schibbye believes that the hunger for qualified 
journalism is more present than ever. He recent-
ly took part in the starting of crowdfunded Blank 
Spot Project, aiming to cover the stories that are 

often overlooked. The project was met with great 
enthusiasm, proving that people are willing to pay 
for quality journalism. 

the alarming amount of threats and violence 
against journalists should not be taken lightly, es-
pecially not from a democratic perspective. The 
ideal of journalism as a generator for peace and 
freedom remains and so does the public demand 
for it. As long as there is an interest for foreign 
correspondence the risks taken by the journalists 
cannot be disregarded.

according to martin Schibbye being a journalist 
is the greatest job there is. Regardless of the dan-
gers he might face while covering stories abroad, 
and despite the warnings of a profession facing a 
potential extinction, his enthusiasm for journal-
ism is obvious. Schibbye is only one of many jour-
nalists around the world who are willing to take 
the risks. It is the belief in the power of journalism 
itself that makes it worthwhile. Å

Photo: Martin Schibbye

Freelance journalist Martin Schibbye believes that the hunger for journalism is more present than ever. 
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London.

Beijing.

Tel Aviv.
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the capital of digital startups and high-tech     
companies is still located in the american west.

 where can  its future challengers be found?

THE NEXT

SILICON VALLEY

Photo: Nikolaj Potatin, Wikimedia Commons
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Nestled in the sunny bay area of 
Northern California, Silicon Valley 
has grown to garner a worldwide 
reputation for being leaders in 
startups, high-tech and digital com-

panies. Silicon Valley roughly covers the city of 
San Francisco, Santa Clara and San Mateo county, 
and a few surrounding areas. This region was orig-
inally known for its semiconductors industry, but 
in the past few decades it has become more known 
for its technology and software. Major companies 
such as Google, Facebook, eBay, Apple and Net-
flix have all chosen to base their headquarters in 
Silicon Valley. What makes an area a thriving spot 
for startups and innovation? Usually it is a combi-
nation of a high number of startups and scaleups, 
large pools of venture funding, a large percentage 
of local area employment in the technology sector, 
and an entrepreneurial culture that attracts do-
mestic and foreign talent. However, Silicon Valley 
is far from the sole owner of an impressive tech 
scene. Here are three regions of the world that 
could give Silicon Valley a run for its money.

London, UK

london is oFten cited as the number one city in 
Europe for supporting startups, as well as one of 
the world leaders in financial technology. The 
city’s extensive access to capital, digital infrastruc-
ture and an overall high level of entrepreneurial 
culture makes it a solid ground for innovation. 
The number of startups in London is consider-
able, with around four thousand startups and over 
250,000 digital jobs. Tech groups based in London 
have raised a staggering 2.28 billion pounds collec-
tively in 2015. It is estimated that the economic ac-
tivity from the tech scene will generate 12 billion 
pounds and around 46,000 new jobs over the next 
decade. London is an attractive city for investors 
and companies expanding abroad because they 
see the location as a good base for moving into the 
European market. 

one caveat to the predicted upward growth of 
London’s tech scene is the result of the Brexit 
decision. A significant portion of tech companies 
within the United Kingdom saw an exit from the 
European Union as an impediment on bringing 
foreign talent. There are also concerns that pub-
lic confidence in the tech sector will be weakened. 
More concrete effects from Brexit on London’s 

tech development are likely more visible after 
2018, when the UK will officially leave the EU. 

Beijing, China

the capital oF China is not only known for its 
important political institutions, but also for its 
establishment and potential in the technology 
sector. Beijing is home to Zhongguancun Science 
Park, headquarters to major firms such as Weibo 
and Youku, and this area has often been referred 
as China’s SIlicon Valley. Beijing boasts at least 
40 tech startup companies that are valued at 
over one billion each. Similar to other prominent 
startup technology cities, Beijing has a significant 
concentration of venture capitalists willing to bet 
their money on new investments. Renowned uni-
versities in Beijing, such as Peking and Tsinghua 
University, has supplied many talented graduates 
into the technology workforce. Due to the size of 
its population and geography, China has a massive 
domestic market for Beijing startups to tap into.

For Foreigners hoWever, Beijing may prove to be 
a difficult market to establish and grow startups. 
Complications on taxes, visa approvals, and gener-
al unfamiliarity with the culture and customs can 
all be potential barriers to setting up companies in 
Beijing. On the other hand, tech firms in Beijing 
may also face cultural and language barriers when 
moving abroad and thus some companies opt for 
just staying within the Chinese market. 

“                     Beijing boasts at 
least 40 tech startup 
companies that are 
valued at over one 
billion each
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Tel Aviv, Israel
 
tel aviv is well known for its prominent role in 
the cybersecurity industry. Originally developed 
around military affairs, cybersecurity in data min-
ing and cryptography is finding its place into the 
financial world, allowing digital transactions to be 
made safely and effectively around the globe. 

the city itselF has as much as five thousand start-
ups, an impressive number for a population of 
around 404,000. Examples of prominent startups 
originating from Tel Aviv include Kaltura, a vid-

“                     Israel has more 
startups per capita 
than anywhere in the 
world 

eo platform company, and Wix, a web publishing 
platform.

israel, With a population of 8 million, has more 
startups per capita than anywhere in the world. 
However, some point out that the limited popu-
lation and small domestic market of the country 
may be a hindrance on the rapid development of 
its tech industry.

tel aviv’s booming tech economy has seeming-
ly outpaced the domestic skilled worker supply, 
leading to a shortage of developers available for 
hire. One solution is to look towards foreign tal-
ent, but immigration laws in Israel makes it hard 
for non-Jewish people to move into the country. 
The Israeli government has worked toward steps 
in making arrangements for foreign skilled work-
ers to work in Israel for a few years. However, the 
special arrangements may be only temporary, as 
Israeli Prime Minister Netanyahu elaborated that 
the import of foreign talent was only to fill the 
vacuum until Israel’s own population is trained 
enough to fill the demand. Å 

Photo: michel_china/flickr

Zhongguancun Science Park, Beijing
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A WORLD OF ABSURD
The 2016 US election has amazed people around the world, mainly be-

cause of the craziness of the Donald Trump campaign. Still, Trump is not 
the only political candidate to cause raised eyebrows in the history of 

world politics. Utrikesperspektiv maps out three politicians around the 
world –  all mad, but in their own unique way.

Who: Toyama Koichi
Where: Japan
What: Running for Governor of Tokyo/President of the 
US

mr. koichi began his first speech by declaring the state 
of Japan a horrible nation which needs to be destroyed. 
He went on by saying that the majority of the people 
watching the speech his sworn enemies. To round off 
the show, Koichi stated that nothing would be changed 
through elections anyway and gave the camera the finger. 
In 2008 the fireworks continued as Toyama Koichi ran 
for President of the United States, his case being that the 
rest of the world should be seen as the “51th state” be-
cause of American world hegemony.

Result: Placed eight in the Tokyo elections with just over 
15.000 votes. Apparently Mr. Koichi’s straightforward 
speech didn’t do a bang up job. Oddly, he was not allowed 
to run in the American presidential election.

In Short
Vilhelm Fritzon

Photos: Wikimedia Commons 

Photo: Gage Skidmore/flickr
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Who: William Lyon Mackenzie King
Where: Canada
What: Running for Prime Minister 

a biography on Mackenzie King stated: “out of eleven 
characteristics of an insecure passive-aggressive male, 
King demonstrated nine every single day”. Disliked by 
most of his colleagues, self-absored, moralistic, vain, and 
paraniod, the story about the oddity of the Canadian pol-
itician doesn’t end there. Mackenzie King often talked to 
dead relatives and Leonardo Da Vinci using mediums, aus-
picated his shaving foam in the morning for signs of what 
would happen during the day and was obsessed with his 
mother. Althoug Mackenzie King might come across as a 
cold person, he was a big animal lover. After his first dog 
Pat died, he got a second one and named it Pat II, followed 
by Pat III. When Pat III passed away Mackenzie King’s 
fourth Irish terrier was named Bob. No one seems to know 
why the pattern was broken. 

Result: The longest serving Canadian Prime Minister of all 
time, holding the office for 22 years. The weirdness aside - 
William must have been doing something right. 
   

Who: Michel “Sweet Micky” Martelly
Where: Haiti
What: Running for President 

What does hillary Clinton, Wyclef Jean and Ben Stiller have 
in common? During a few weeks in the beginning of the year 
of 2011 they all campaigned for “Sweet Micky”, a well-known 
dance artist in Haiti, to become the President of the country. 
With the support of local superstar Jean, a big gala held in 
New York led by Stiller and a visit to Haiti by Secretary of 
State Hillary Clinton to promote the candidacy, the road to 
the president’s office was paved for Mr. Martelly.

Result: The entertainer assumed office in May 2011. As Pres-
ident “Sweet Micky” delayed elections, was accused of cor-
ruption and police had to use tear gas to break up large pro-
tests demanding his resignation. Martelly eventually resigned 
in February 2016, leaving the Caribbean state without a Pres-
ident for a week. To say goodbye, he released a song suggest-
ing that Lilliane Pierre Paul, a famous journalist in Haiti and 
one of the president’s most influential criticizer, needs some 
banana (Martelly’s successor, chosen by himself, is called 
“Banana Man”). Maybe “Sweet Mickey” for President wasn’t 
such a good idea.  

Photos: Wikimedia Commons

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
Photo: www.glynlowe.com/flickr
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Feature
LISA SVENHARD

A Vindication 
on the 

War of Women

Far from the common assumptions and stereotypes rests the fact that 
women play a significant role in various terrorist networks around the 

globe. Lisa Svenhard tackles the background, reasons, and consequenses 
of not considering the realities and dangers associated with this fact.

Photo: pexels.com
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To describe the characteristics of a ter-
rorist is not as simple as one would 
like to believe. In fact, it may even 
be extremely difficult. A common as-
sumption may be a crazed man seek-

ing vengeance or meaning through the extreme 
ideas of fanaticism in religion or politics. This 
may be true in many cases. However, the simplic-
ity of that idea is not a fair description of reality. 
We tend to overlook the role women have played 
in terrorist organisations over the past 50 years. 
Women are equally capable of committing violent 
terrorist crimes as men and as passionate about 
their extreme ideas; the idea that they are not is 
fatally misleading and dangerous.  

as history reveals, women in terrorist organisa-
tions tend to be very active in the communication 
between current and prospering members. Be-
tween 1970 and the turn of the century, various 
German left-wing terrorist groups exclusively 
consisted of women, and bombings and other at-
tacks were committed in the name of feminism 
and anarchy. One of these groups was the Baader 
Meinhof-gang which were co-founded by wom-
en, and the women were active in the planning of 
bombings and attacks that cost 34 lives until their 
dissolution in 1998. Another organisation was 
Rote Zora, who were solely female-led, and they 
targeted shops and organisations that in their eyes 
were discriminating women. 
Today, ISIS is another example of a terrorist or-
ganisation where women are independent in their 
passion for the cause. Women spread propaganda 
and communicate via social media to recruit and 

radicalize, broadening the reach of the organisa-
tion. Moreover, violent terrorist acts is not some-
thing they shy away from. ISIS appeals to women 
who share the organisation’s values and a will to 
fight. Over 600 western women are believed to 
have joined ISIS, and the numbers are even higher 
in other parts of the world. For example, in Tunisia 
alone it is estimated that 700 women are now part 
of ISIS. 

these previous examples lead us to question as to 
why this is not spoken of today. This could be ex-
plained by applying the almost outdated theories 
of the relation between a man and a woman. The 
idea that women only conform to terrorism when 
they’re under the influence of a man is still domi-
nating. Whether it be to support a love interest, or 
to obey a guardian, these are all assumptions that 
originate in this aged perception where the man 
leads the woman. In many cases, that’s what we 
still like to believe. The women who use violent 
methods to exercise terrorism frightens us in a dif-
ferent way to the violence conjured by men. Not 
only does it show that women are equally able to 
perform these kinds of acts, but it also shakes the 
whole idea of women’s passivity into the ground.  
The expectation of a woman’s life is not an inde-
pendent one, whether it be criminal or not, and 
to see a woman choosing a life without a commit-
ment to a man as the main focus is alienating. 

it is clear that another obstacle in this discus-
sion is heavily rooted in the cracks between ”the 
west and the rest” and the belief that our mod-
ern ”secular ways” are correct. Let us exemplify 

          By claiming that all these women are 
under great oppression, we cease to admit the 
dangers of the women themselves
“
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this by looking at the French government’s ban 
of the Burkini, the beach clothing that covers the 
full body of a woman. The argument for this ban 
claims that it serves as an elimination of the Islam-
ic oppression of women. All of this has been said 
through the western perspective, gravely over-
looking the opinions of Islamic women.  Whereas 
in relation to terrorism, these cracks are deepened 
due to the preconception that women who belong 
to terrorist groups are oppressed. Finally, who are 
we to say what is right in this very complex situa-
tion? In what context do “western” opinions ap-
ply, and when do they not?

We must understand that there’s more to terror-
ism than what meets the eye. By claiming that all 
these women are under great oppression, we cease 
to admit the dangers of the women themselves. An 
oppressed person is a harmless person, right? One 
may assume that an oppressed person is a victim-
ized person, that needs saving. Truth be told, this 
whole situation is a huge advantage for the organ-
isations themselves, as the women can commit 
crimes without facing the same suspicion as men. 
A blind spot is created, that could be very harmful.
The engagement of women in these organisations 
is broad and difficult to define, yet something we 
cannot deny exists. If we keep overlooking the 

danger that their involvement holds, we may fail 
to comprehend the background as to why a lot 
of people surrender to these forces. Without ac-
knowledging the fact that both men and women 
are susceptible to surrendering to terrorism, we 
will never be able to work against this kind of be-
havior. Parents educate their sons to teach them 
peaceful manners, but without conducting this 
kind of education for girls everything may be for 
nothing.

consequently, it is of great importance that we 
open the discussion about this. We need to chal-
lenge the discourse that dominates in this area. By 
acknowledging the existence of facts and learning 
more about them, we can also start preventing ter-
rorism. Education is needed for both boys and girls 
to enable them to pursue a life without this kind of 
violence. An inclusive discourse concerning the 
life of women in all countries of the world, and 
especially in those where terrorism is frequently 
occurring, is needed. The exchange of thoughts on 
what equality and feminism means for all wom-
en is essential for us to stop judging one another 
based on cultural differences. By shedding light on 
the challenges which we are facing, we may find 
the solution to a complex problem that involves 
every single person on this earth. Å

          Not only does it show that women are 
equally able to perform these kinds of acts, 
but it also shakes the whole idea of women’s 
passivity into the ground

“
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Obama has been unable to forward a candidate 
to supplant Scalia due to a lambast of right-wing 
umbrage undermining his prerogative to appoint 
a new justice. According to many, all of this pos-
turing is just a strategy to put the power of nom-
ination into the hands of the Republican nominee 
for president, Donald Trump. This painfully re-

It has been eight months since supreme 
court justice Antonin Scalia was pro-
nounced dead at the age of 79. He died 
quietly, in his sleep, after an evening out 
hunting and dining at Cibilo Creek Ranch, 

in his home state of Texas. Stuck in a stalemate 
between a staunchly polemic congress, President 

Politic Justice
A look into how the Scalia nomination provokes questions about the 

horizon of American democracy beyond just one man’s judiciary clout.

Feature
JAMIE WOODWORTH
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proachful dialectic is more than a mere sophomor-
ic fit on who-gets-to-play-supreme-court-first, it 
is actually a discussion that has serious implica-
tions for the national democratic endgame. Not 
only does Scalia’s death open up a seat for either 
party, but it also brings into question the fallibility 
of civil rights law.

to elaborate, the supreme court was original-
ly founded on a premise of justice grounded in 
neutrality. That is, the court, under its original 
conscriptions, strived to wipe its hands of polit-
ical proclivity in the sanctum of the stand. Since 
the 1960s, this precept has been nuanced. Since 
the ruling of Baker vs. Carr in 1962, the judicia-
ry branch has been tasked with a political im-
perative—to invert the power of the many under 
the power of the few (that is, nine judges, or one 
plaintiff ), when justice demands. Supreme Court 
Justice Louis Brandies has articulated this devel-
opment as such: ‘a single courageous state may, if 
its citizens choose, serve as a laboratory; and try 
novel social and economic experiments without 
risk to the rest of the country.’ 

When baker vs. Carr was weighed upon in the 
Supreme Court, the judges not only had to choose 
between a plaintiff and a defendant, but two op-
posing visions for democracy. Baker vs. Carr 

concerned a redistricting case for the state of 
Tennessee. Under the in situ districting, which de-
termines the distribution of representative votes 
across the state, Tennessee had given superior vot-
ing privileges to white populations. The issue was 
brought to the Supreme Court in hopes that justice 
would be brought for the black population. This 
case, as average as it sounds, actually provoked an 
ideological furor among the judiciary. The conser-
vative side of the court invoked the Political Ques-
tion Doctrine, which alleges that the court has no 
business interfering with state legislature, because 
such an action would be ‘fundamentally undemo-
cratic.’ In other words, the judges shouldn’t im-
pose their own opinions over the legislative fiat 
of elected state representatives, or put another 
way, impose the will of a minority over the rep-
resentative majority. Because the citizens of Ten-
nessee had voted on the district proportions, the 
legality of that layout should be upheld. Howev-
er, not interfering would show complicity in the 
overtly racist and unjust districting of Tennessee. 
In the end, the court fell in favor of Baker, in a 6 
to 2 vote—and thereafter, all redistricting cases 
brought to the court were deemed ‘justiciable.’

although, From the lens of Baker vs. Carr, the 
politicisation of the court appears to be a victory 
for democracy, certainly from the leftist eye, there 
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are several cases in recent history that evoke just 
the opposite, and confirm Justice Douglas’ (served 
1939 - 1975) fear that this would ‘open the flood-
gates.’ Indeed, there has been a veritable flood 
of right wing agendas being pushed through the 
Supreme Court in recent decades, which have ma-
liciously challenged and undermined long fought 
for civil rights laws. Edward Bloom, for example, 
is an independent lawyer who has been described 
as a ‘one man wrecking crew of civil rights law.’ 
His most recent case was Fisher vs. The Univer-
sity of Texas, which attempted to dismantle Af-
firmative Action Laws. Another case was Shelby 
County v. Holder, which butchered a section of 
the Voting Rights Act, revoking voting privileges 
for many. Though Baker vs. Carr was able to her-
ald in justice for a minority population over the 
hegemonic majority, the same ideological premise 
that allowed it to do so also permits a malevolent 
minority to exercise greater control over the ma-
jority. These questions are acutely salient in the 
turmoil over Scalia’s passing. In a time replete 
with attacks on civil rights by way of the Supreme 
Court, the judiciary branch of government has an 
immense amount of power. They can guide histo-
ry in a direction that strikes justice for Americans 
who have been oppressed by majority powers, as 
is exemplified this year by Obergefell v. Hodges, 

which legalised gay marriage—or, America can be 
lynched by elitist, white, male agendas, in a new 
and unique way. 

From a historical viewpoint, it’s comical that the 
Supreme Court has risen to an echelon of power 
that was never premeditated at its apotheosis. Few 
people know that the court actually began prac-
ticing in the basement of Congress, and it was sel-
dom used as a tool for democracy by politicians or 
the polity alike. Now, during the 2015 presidential 
elections, America needs to think seriously about 
the Supreme Court in a way never anticipated by 
the presidents that created it. The Scalia replace-
ment, in fact, isn’t the only justice on the table 
(literally and figuratively). There are three judg-
es in the court which are over the age of 70. This 
means that the incumbent president will likely 
have to nominate not one, but four justices in total. 
The consequences of this judicial upheaval could 
be massive. It’s only fitting that this discourse re-
emerges at the time of Scalia’s passing, though, for 
these were issues he strongly enunciated during 
the course of his career, and will surely be what he 
is remembered for. Whether his invocation of and 
vision for ‘constitutional originalism’ and democ-
racy appealed unilaterally to the right or left, his 
voice, posthumously, echoes loudly still.  Å

          America needs to think seriously about 
the Supreme Court in a way never anticipated 
by the presidents that created it“
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According to the UN Habitat pro-
gramme, which aims to develop and 
create a better urban future, there is 
a serious lack of knowledge about 
the specific needs of marginalized 

groups in the urban environment. The increasing 
urbanization happening across the globe is a con-
sequence of numerous factors. Economic growth 
and the higher amount of job opportunities in ur-
ban areas and the fact that rural areas are more 
affected by dispossessions, conflicts, natural di-
sasters and land grabs. The rural-to-urban migra-
tion process has gained rapidly in speed, and the 
adjustments and development of the cities haven’t 
kept pace. 

Feminist city planning isn’t just about the needs 
of women in the urban space, but includes the var-
ious perspectives of other marginalized groups. 
This is an issue touching upon many different as-
pects: decision and policy making, design and ar-
chitecture, infrastructure, accessibility, transport, 
housing etc. The feminist analysis and critique 

of city planning is intersectional, which means 
that it considers more than just gender as a basis 
of discrimination. How are cities experienced by 
low-income groups? What are the needs in subur-
ban areas? How do newly arrived immigrants find 
their space in the city? Is the city planning con-
tributing or counteracting segregation? 

partly, the needs of women in the city can be very 
hands-on. For example: they need somewhere to 
breast feed their babies, if this isn’t accepted to do 
in public. On the other hand, the needs can be a 
bit more abstract, such as the feeling of being safe 
after dark. To this the right kind of infrastructure 
can be provided, such as lights and a safe public 
transportation system. There are also other needs 
that are on a more political level, such as repre-
sentation and discussions about separate areas, for 
example at public baths. 

in the classic essay ’What would a non-sexist city 
look like?’ from the 80’s, the American urbanist 
Dolores Hayden argues that the division between 

Women and men experience urban life in different ways. They use the 
public sphere differently and are exposed to different kinds of threats and 
difficulties. To meet the associated challenges a new branch of city plan-
ning is growing, taking care provide to each according to his or hers need.

THE FEMINIST CITY
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work and home should be less strict and more 
porous. Domestic work is not viewed upon or 
acknowledged as a productive activity, rather it’s 
excluded and physically separated from econom-
ic life. It is hard to speculate how cities would be 
planned if women and other marginalized groups 
would have been included in the architectural, in-
frastructural and strategic decisions and planning, 
since there are so few examples that have run for 
a long enough time for it to be measurable. For 
example, when a new transport system is under 
discussion, there has to be a people’s angle for it 
to be possible at all to talk about the gender an-
gle. Usually it’s not, but rather a technocratic and 
economical basic view that confines the possibil-
ities to raise the issue about how to work against 
the harassment and assault that many women face 
when using public transport. 

basically, the question is: how can we get all 
groups in society to coexist in the same city on the 
same terms? The local governments need to ac-

knowledge and recognize the systematic impacts 
of discrimination. Gender and socio-economic dy-
namics of the city are crucial to have in mind at 
all stages of the process. But when the diverse ex-
periences and needs of women as well as men are 
taken into consideration when it comes to urban 
planning and design, there can be possible change 
in the procedures of planning, public spaces and 
management. 

in vienna an urban planning project focused on 
gender mainstreaming has been running for a 
couple of years now. It started small, as a survey 
where they found out that women’s experience 
from moving around in the city using public trans-
port or after dark was shockingly different from 
the experiences of men. They also found that 
women were using a much more varied pattern of 
movement, due to their extra duties when taking 
care of children and elderly family members to a 
higher extent than men. A first step in Vienna was 
to make pedestrian areas better and more accessi-
ble, and expanding the bus net with more routes 
and more stops. Gender mainstreaming in prac-
tice means that city administrators create laws, 
rules and regulations that benefit men and women 
equally. The goal is to provide equal access to city 
resources. In the local government of Stockholm, 
the leftist majority presented their budget for 2017 
in the middle of October. In it there was money set 
aside for architects and housing corporations to 
work with feminist city planning, with the aim to 
include more people from different marginalized 
groups in the elaboration of the urban environ-
ment. Å

Photo: Bejing City Planning Museum

          HOW CAN WE GET 
ALL GROUPS OF 
SOCIETY TO COEXIST IN 
THE SAME CITY ON THE 
SAME TERMS?
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The conflict regards several countries 
with borders towards the South Chi-
na Sea and their colliding territo-
rial claims. The Sea has substantial 
amounts of fish, an industry of great 

importance for many of the countries in the re-
gion. But the disputed sea does not only hold fish: 
major oil and gas resources are also believed to be 
found. Furthermore is the South China Sea the 
second most used sea line in the world. The con-
flict has escalated in step with Chinas extending 
attempts to gain control over the area, for instance 
using artificial additions to reefs and islands – 
making Manila initiate the cogent dispute-resolu-
tion under 1982´s UN Convention on the Law of 
the Sea, which China has confirmed. 

but chinas claims are probably not only based 
on economical incitements. Below the surface is 
a great deal of national pride hidden. As a mea-
sure of his ambition, Xi Jinping, in his first days 
in office, announced his agenda - the ”great dream 
of national revitalisation”. And nothing is prob-
ably more central about ”The Chinese dream” 
than China´s conception of its rightful place in 
the world. The place which, Chinese people are 
taught, they been robbed of twice: first by Europe-
an imperialism and then by an American-imposed 
Asian order that has been in place since the second 
world war. Prior to these setbacks has the Chinese 

civilization been the superior state of East Asia, 
where neighbouring states, vassal states, paid trib-
utes. To understand (not vindicate) the Chinese 
history, and the country´s return to preeminence is 
thus a prerequisite for understanding such actions 
as the “nine-dash line”, which might seem incom-
prehensible for the ones less conversant. 

an illustration oF the nationalistic winds that is 
amplifying the conflict is the extensive Vietnam-
ese protests that took place after China in 2014 
built an offshore oil rig outside of Vietnam. Even 
Chinese factories in Vietnam were burned down. 

as a result has the American-Vietnamese rela-
tions improved, despite their tragic history, and 
now also covers military exchanges. Chinas ac-
tions might therefore huddle the surrounding 
countries into US´s open arms – which might suit 
the experienced superpower perfectly, in line with 
the American “pivot” towards Asia. 

and in the middle of all this was the judicial de-
cision based on the United Nations Convention 
on the Law of the Sea ruled, which few believe 
China will take notice about. The ruling is legally 
binding, but the court has no right to implement 
the sentence. The convention will probably not be 
more than a dot on the Chinese radar – the ques-
tion is rather if China will show restraint.  Å

In July came the ruling: Chinas 
claim on practically all of the South 

China Sea lacks legal grounds. But 
it didn´t take long before Beijing 

declared the ruling to be “null and 
void”. What’s behind Beijing’s drive 
to control the South China Sea, and 

what may the future hold?

A drop 
in the ocean 

for Beijing
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The “nine-dash line”, in green, marks the Chinese claim.
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Under a government which imprisons any unjustly, the 
true place for a just man is also a prison.

If any thInk that their influence would be lost there, and 
their voices no longer afflict the ear of the State, that 
they would not be as an enemy within its walls, they 

do not know by how much truth is stronger than error, 
nor how much more eloquently and effectively he can 

combat injustice who has experienced a little in his own 
person.

If a thoUsand men were not to pay their tax-bills this 
year, that would not be a violent and bloody measure, as 
it would be to pay them, and enable the State to commit 

violence and shed innocent blood. This is, in fact, the 
definition of a peaceable revolution, if any such is possi-
ble. If the tax-gatherer, or any other public officer, asks 

me, as one has done, “But what shall I do?” my answer is, 
“If you really wish to do anything, resign your office.” 

When the sUbject has refused allegiance, and the officer 
has resigned his office, then the revolution is accom-

plished. 

Å

Last Words:

Henry David Thoreau
on Civil Disobedience
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