
1.

       THE ASSOCIATION OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS LUND  EST. 1935                               
 

                 THE PERSPECTIVE M
AGAZINE   N

o.1  2018           
 

         
 

              M
AGAZINE@

UPFLUND.SE

   The PerspectivE 
                 MAGAZINE              No  1      2018

(Un)SUstainability



2.

Zigne Edström & Vide Wassberg
Editors-in-Chief

Editors-in-Chief
Zigne Edström
Vide Wassberg

Legally Responsible PublisherS 
Zigne Edström
Vide Wassberg

Layout 
Anna Jastrzembska
Ebba Bergström
Gabriel Zetterström
Julia Borggren
Ilaria Di Meo
Isabelle Karlsson
Lizaveta Zhuk
Nicole Skoglund
Sofia Gjertsson
Sofie Von Schcnk

Swaantje Marten
Thomas Kuijpers
Tobias Adolfsson
Vide Wassberg 
Zigne Edström

Reporters
Alberto Palacio
Alexandra Cooper
Anna Jastrzembska
Emma Ehrenberg
Erlend Malmer
Gabriel Zetterström
isabelle Karlsson
Julia Debski
KRISZTINA ORBàn
LIZAVETA ZHUK
Philip Gyurov

Simon FlodÉN
Sofia Gjertsson 
SUHAIB M. IBRAHIM 
Swaantje Marten
Thomas Kuijpers
Tobias Adolfsson
Vide Wassberg
Zigne Edström

Illustrations
Sofie Von Schnck

Print
Trydells Tryckeri AB

Edition
1000

Contact
Utrikespolitiska föreningen
sandgatan 2
223 50 Lund 

magazine@upflund.se

Got Feedback? 
Let us know what you think!

TEAM

This  material is entierly or 
partly financed by SIDA, 
Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency. SIDA does not ne-
cessarily share the opinions 
found in the magazine. The 
responsibility for the content 
rests fully on the writer.

EDITORS’ NOTE 

I n cooperation with different associations of 
foreign affairs around Sweden, UPF Lund 
invites its members to a week focusing on 
environmental issues. With news outlets 
full of conflicts, famines, poverty, and po-

litical disorder it can be difficult to distinguish the 
more abstract problems constantly looming over 
our heads. Although the human-induced climate 
changes are becoming increasingly more visible, it 
is still not prioritized as an immediate threat in the 
global political discourse. 

“EnlightEnEd businEss as usual” could be a more 
accurate description of what came out of the Sus-
tainable Development Goals in regards to the envi-
ronment. While it seems like the young generation 
is more active and aware than ever, it is easy to feel 
hopeless in the face of such grave challenges. The 
responsibility placed on our shoulders is heavy. 
But with grave challenges and heavy responsibil-
ity, follows opportunities to build a better world.

thE PErsPEctivE’s Editorial team has continued 
in its search for the lesser known story, incorpo-
rating other narratives that may not exist in the 
public debate around climate change. In this is-
sue, you can read about climate fiction, the plastic 
ban in Rwanda, who climate change affects the 

most, and the global difference in the fight against 
it. Hold your breath and plunge into an ocean of 
problems associated with contemporary human 
unsustainability. Let’s begin the discussion on our 
time’s greatest issue, and more importantly, how 
we can solve it. 

Enjoy your rEad! 
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PRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS     

What a grEat start to 2018 it has been.

aftEr tWo succEssful Get Active meetings, time has flown 
by, with a Valentine’s Day visit from Foreign Minister Margot 
Wallström herself. Although not a stranger to the UPF crowd, 
she came back to give us an interesting talk on foreign policy.

sPEaking of nEW things, UPF is going to two new places this 
year. The Travel committee is organising a trip to Brussels, 
and our first ever cultural exchange to Belarus is taking place 
in April. If you’re lucky enough to be going, keep the rest of 
us updated - we look forward to reading and hearing more in 
our media channels!

in light of the #MeToo movement and our responsibility 
to ensure a safe environment for all of our members, we are 
very pleased to announce that we have passed a sexual ha-
rassment policy to go alongside our environmental, crisis and 
stress prevention policies. If you would like to know more 
about any of our policies, you can find them on our website, 
www.upflund.se. 

anothEr Way to impact the association is to attend our An-
nual Election Meeting on May 12th. There we will be elect-
ing the new board for the working year of 18/19 and we hope 
to see you there. Application processes will open shortly, so 
keep your eyes peeled. However, if board work isn’t your 
thing and you still want to get involved, there’s no better time 
than now! For more details about our committees, don’t hes-
itate to look us up online. 

last, but cErtainly not least, our annual ball will take place 
on May 5th. You are all welcome to attend - in fact, it won’t be 
the same without you! See you there, and thank you for being 
a member of UPF!
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World Brief
ZIGNE EDSTRÖM

2.

1.

1. the birth of abortion rights?

2. Grabbing what was stolen

A woman in El Salvador who was jailed 
after stillbirth was recently freed 
after 11 years in prison. Carmen 
Vasquez was convicted in 2008 and 
received a 30-year prison sentence 

for allegedly aborting her child. Now El Salvador’s 
Supreme Court has released her after a reduced 
sentence. The country is one of five countries in 
the world where abortion is criminalised in all cas-
es. Women can be charged with murder, or similar 
charges, for abortion or suspected abortion, and if 
convicted they risk facing up to 50 years in prison. 
Medical professionals can also face prosecution 
if they choose not to report a suspected abortion. 
Amnesty International has called Vasquez’s release 
a positive step in the right direction, but calls for 
an end to the ban that has resulted in the imprison-
ment of many other women as well. Å

Last week the left, populist party Eco-
nomic Freedom Fighters (EFF) pre-
sented a motion that would give the 
government in South Africa the right 
to take back land grabbed by the co-

lonial power and the apartheid regime. About 70 
percent of the farmland is owned by white farm-
ers, that was previously grabbed by either white 
settlers or the apartheid state. The confiscated 
land will be taken by the state without compensa-
tion to its current owners. For the first time ANC, 
the party in government, supported the sugges-
tion. It is still unclear how this will be executed in 
practice, but South Africa’s president Ramaphosa 
has made it clear that a takeover of farms or land 
grabbing by the public will not be accepted. Rama-
phosa himself has previously been against the sug-
gestion, but might have brought up the motion on 
the agenda to bring his divided party together and 
prove that he dares to be radical. There are, how-
ever, sceptical voices arguing that it appears to be 
strategic words rather than a discussion on how it 
is to be implemented. The goal of EFF’s party lead-
er Malema is for all land to, eventually, be owned 
by the state alone. This is, however, not accepted 
by the ANC and many hope, despite of Melema’s 
vision, that the land reform will mean that small-
er farmers will be able to own their own land and 
boost the country’s economy. Å



7.

Photo: meganfitzgerald/flickr

3.

4.

   3. An attack on us all

4. Movement in South korea

Slovakia has witnessed a continuation of 
demonstration after the announcement 
of the release of seven suspects in the 
killing of journalist Jan Kuciak. Kuciak 
was investigating alleged links between 

Slovak politicians and Italian organised crime. His 
research reportedly found that Italian business-
men with ties to the Ndrangheta, a powerful or-
ganised crime group, were embezzling EU funds.  
The suspects that were detained were all named 
in Kucaik’s report, but were released after no evi-
dence was found. The release resulted in protests 
in 25 cities around Slovakia, and called for the 
prime minister Robert Fico to step down. “An at-
tack on journalists is an attack on all of us”, some 
slogans read. Fico himself has previously referred 
to reporters as “slimy snakes that are anti-Slovak”. 
Journalist globally are increasingly becoming tar-
gets of violence and verbal abuse, making it one of 
the more dangerous professions to have. Å

In the past weeks, women in conservative 
South Korea joined the MeToo movement 
and publicly accused high-profile figures 
in entertainment, art, literature, and reli-
gion of sexual harassment. The country’s 

president, Moon Jae-in, has called for a wider 
movement to combat sexual harassment. He also 
demanded investigations of the accused who are 
among the most powerful men in performing arts 
and religion. Moon said that gender violence and 
sexual harassment can only change once culture 
and attitudes change as well. In fact, women in 
South Korea have used social media to raise the 
issue of sexual harassment in entertainment and 
art before, but this is the first time that the move-
ment has been given public support by the coun-
try’s leader. Maybe women’s rights in South Korea 
face a new dawn in the light of the MeToo move-
ment?Å
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Guest Writer  
Age: 23    Communications Officer Sustainability Forum

A Member of UPF Lund and want your article here?
E-mail your Suggestion to Magazine@Upflund.se

Name: Ludwig B. Sonesson      UPF Member since: 2014 

Blood Batteries
- The dark side of renewable energy

Elon Musk famously said, “We will 
not stop until every car on the road is 
electric”. Since then, most major car 
manufacturers have developed elec-
tric models; trucks, buses, bikes, you 

name it – everything can be powered by the magic 
battery. While electrification is an essential part of 
climate change mitigation, it comes at a cost not 
paid by billionaires (who shoot Tesla Roadsters 
into space for promotion) but by the men and 
women who mine Cobalt in the Democratic Re-
public of Congo

cobalt is a critical component in rechargeable 
lithium-ion batteries, and more than 50% of the 
world’s cobalt supply originates in the DRC. In a 
2016 report, Amnesty International exposed how 
artisanal miners, locally known as creuseurs, mine 
using basic tools in hand-dug tunnels deep un-
derground. These miners can be as young as sev-
en, unable to attend school due to financial con-
straints, and often suffer from chronic illnesses 
and potentially fatal respiratory diseases caused 
by prolonged exposure to cobalt dust. 

of coursE, not all cobalt in the DRC is mined un-
der these conditions – there are also large indus-
trial operations who come with their own environ-
mental and ethical concerns. The issue is that it is 
almost impossible to trace the origin of the cobalt 
in its complicated supply chain. The rock is sold 
to traders at informal markets, no questions asked, 
and that is the  way it enters the global trade. Once 
it has reached the London commodity markets, 
the cobalt that killed a 12-year-old boy is no differ-
ent from that which was dug by a machine. 

hoWEvEr, in rEsPonsE to Amnesty’s report, the 
OECD put out a call to action, the DRC govern-
ment committed to protecting human rights and 
several companies pledged to undertake human 
rights due diligence in their supply chains. Prog-
ress is slow but happening. 

i think many of us who care about climate change 
felt uneasy by this story. It is easier to push the nar-
rative of the evil fossil fuel industry and the heroic 
renewable sector, but the truth is that we live in a 
more complex reality than that. If we instead ac-
knowledge the problems associated with our cur-
rent industrial reality, we might be able to lever-
age broader social change through the new green 
revolution. Because progress which is built on the 
suffering of others should not be considered prog-
ress at all.

if you Want to discuss these issues further, Sustain-
ability Forum and the Raoul Wallenberg Institute 
is hosting an afternoon on Sustainable Consump-
tion: Human Rights and Justice on April 24 during 
the Sustainability Week. At 15.00 Radu Mares from 
RWI will lead a discussion with representatives 
from Vinge, Volvo and IIIEE on the issue of con-
flict minerals in global value chains and the clean 
energy revolution. Go to our website hallbarhet.
lu.se/batteries to sign up for the event, hope to see 
you there. Å

While electrification is an essential part of climate change mitigation, it 
comes at a cost not paid by billionaires, but by the men and women who 
mine Cobalt in the Democratic Republic of Congo for the production of 

modern batteries.
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UPF GOES TO TAIPEI
Each semester, UPF Lund plans a trip to destinations around the world 
that are of international political significance and interest. In May last 

year, Taiwan became the first country in Asia to legalize equal marriage. 
Taiwan’s open and progressive society is often praised as the “Lighthouse 
of Democracy in Asia”. However, Taiwan’s complex relations with China 
resulted in Taiwan’s sovereignty only being recognised by 20 UN mem-

ber countries. The unique political situation has made the island a haven 
for activists working on various social and environmental issues in both 

Taiwan and China. Therefore, the country’s capital Taipei became the 
destination for UPF’s trip the past autumn! 

TRAVEL
JULIA BERGSTRÖM & HANS BRUNK
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Ganbei is Chinese for cheers, and 
it is a word that is said more than 
most would prefer before getting 
down to business. It was also an 
important part of the Taiwan ex-

perience, as you can never be serious without 
being silly too. It struck me as an important part 
of Taiwanese culture that was overt and imme-
diately discovered by the UPF travel committee. 
Ganbei was often accompanied by a more covert 
part of Confucian society: the idea of Guanxi.

thE Pillars of Guanxi are mutual obligations, rec-
iprocity and trust. It is the idea that has been poor-
ly translated into connections and relations, but 
it runs much deeper than that.  Guanxi is closely 
connected to Confucianism and refers to a concept 
of using established connections to secure favours 
in personal relationships. Guanxi does not need to 
be equally reciprocal, and often works in favour 
of the weaker partner of the relationship. Not fol-
lowing the principles of Guanxi means losing face. 

thE PErhaPs bEst illustration of Guanxi that we 
encountered in Taiwan was our meeting with the 
World League for Freedom and Democracy. They 
met us with a banner as wide as the room itself, with 
gifts for each guest. After a very interesting meet-
ing, we were taken out to a lavish twelve-course 
lunch and experienced the meaning of ganbei. This 
was first interpreted as a display of success, and it 
might have been, but the principals of Guanxi are 
meant to benefit the weaker part of the exchange. 
In that context, we were definitely the weaker part. 

it sEEmEd that Guanxi was present everywhere we 
went: from gifts and lunches to curious questions 
about who we were, we were pampered and well 
received wherever we went. And it was not until 
we came home that the idea struck me: perhaps 
the island is keeping up the spirit of Guanxi in the 
hopes that the world will return the favour. Tai-
wan is in a peculiar position. It rests on a history of 
representing China in the UN but is no ousted and 
left only partially recognised as a state. It cannot 
compete with Mainland China and, as the weak-
er part, is constantly overlooked. A bit of global 
Guanxi could be just what the doctor ordered.Å  

 

Photo: Hans Brunk 
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The sun peaked through thin blinds, 
while sleepy Swedes stirred from 
their jet-lagged sleep. With blue skies 
and sunshine. Our first meeting of 
the day started at Covestro, a Ger-

man-owned polymer company with a focus on re-
cycling and innovation. “Covestro: people, planet, 
profit.” My marketing teacher would have been 
proud.

nExt mEEting of the day: ”the rockstar turned pol-
itician”. I learned more in one hour about Taiwan-
ese culture than three weeks of briefings. Freddy 
Lim is a true character. His calm demeanor and 
ease with information make him an ideal and ad-
ept electorate. He has a soft-spoken nature that 
contrasts a previous life filled with stage-dives and 
rock music. A life on stage has prepared Freddy 
for an ease with the masses, as well as an ability to 
channel passion along his political journey.

hE dElvEd dEEP into political policies that created 
a clearer picture of the Taiwanese society. During 
a time when everyone is tearing down China and 
the political agenda is sorely focused on UN in-

volvement, Freddy offers a refreshingly positive 
outlook: “First, [Taiwan] should be thankful for its 
current situation. We have a fully functional dem-
ocratic government. Mongolia has been fighting 
for independence for years with less successful re-
sults. China is an issue, but it’s not the only issue.”

frEddy sPEcifically rEcognizEd opinions affect-
ing the younger generation. He continued with a 
focus heavy on evening the Taiwanese wealth gap. 
“We should focus on strengthening the younger 
generation. There is no need to waste resources 
on China. We should focus on allies, not enemies.” 
The entire UPF group was shocked to hear such 
genuine words uttered from a politician’s mouth. 
Then again, Freddy Lim is much more than your 
every-day politician.

our third and final meeting of the day was with 
the organization TAPCPR (Taiwan alliance to pro-
mote civil partnership rights). To convey the right 
context, it is important to know the news headline 
on the 24th of May 2017: “Taiwanese constitution-
al court, rules that prohibiting same-sex marriage 
is unconstitutional.”
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this Was a huge step towards a freedom that is 
central to society and has been overlooked by 
countless nations. Taiwan is battling for civil lib-
erty, a struggle that needs a change in the hearts 
and minds of millions. Victoria Hsu and the rest 
of TAPCPR are hoping to bring about change in 
their home country. Their main priority is to, “give 
the LGBT [community] the equal right to get mar-
ried.”

victoria PossEssEd an enthusiasm that many strive 
towards in the work environment. We began with 
quick introductions and an engaging group discus-
sion. Victoria was curious about our LGBT world-
views and listened intently. Discrimination and its 
reflection on society is never an easy discussion. A 
complex topic produced a mixed discussion. This 
was youth international affairs at its core.

that Was it for the day’s work. Next on the agen-
da was play. It was only natural to act the tourists 
part. It was time to visit the island nation’s prime 
attractions: Elephant Mountain. We arrived as the 
sun began to set. The transition from metropolis 
to wilderness is immediate and unassuming. It is 
hard to believe only a fifteen-minute bus ride sep-
arates Taiwanese concrete and natural jungles.

not Wanting to miss the incredible views in the 
fading light, a brisk tempo up the mountain began. 
For those unaware, the Taiwanese climate is in-
credibly warm and humid. Therefore, formal dress 
is not recommended for climbing a mountain in 
the rainforest. We did not have a change of clothes 
and must have looked quite amusing climbing the 
endless steps. We made it to the overlook just in 
time. Deep purple lit up the skyline. The views 
stretched from metropolis and mountains to for-
est and sea. 

darknEss arrivEd in a haste. The mega city’s night 
owls began to wake. Next stop Taipei 101. Eyes 
bulged, stomachs rumbled and we feasted. 45 min-
utes and 5 kg later, we headed for the observation 
deck. The city rush came to a crawl. We gazed out 
over the horizon, revelling in the joy of a day com-
pleted. Our morning had been filled with corpo-
rate, political, and passionate meetings. The after-
noon was spent in jungle and concrete mountains. 
This short summary explains the trip best: Work 
and play for the most complete days! Å 

Photos: Hans Brunk 
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The people of Hungary have spoken, and they unanimously 
reject the Soros Plan. Wait, what?

The George Soros Plan 
for the ruination of Europe

The goal of the Soros Plan is to push 
the languages and cultures of Europe 
into the background so that integra-
tion of illegal immigrants happens 
much more quickly. Together with 

officials in Brussels, George Soros is planning to 
dismantle border fences in EU Member States, 
including in Hungary, to open the borders for 
immigrants. Another goal of George Soros is to 
make sure that migrants receive milder criminal 
sentences for the crimes they commit. It is also 
part of the Soros Plan to initiate political attacks 
against those countries which oppose immigra-

tion, and to severely punish them. Now, based on 
these statements, do you or do you not support the 
Soros Plan? 

this quEstion Was presented to the Hungarian 
populace in a ‘national consultation’, a survey, 
sent to eight million people this past fall. The 
statements above are actual quotes of what the 
Hungarians were asked to bear in mind when 
answering whether or not they support the So-
ros Plan. And the verdict of the people is all too 
clear. Out of 2 356 811 respondents, “the number of 
responses rejecting the Soros Plan was above 2.3 

Photo: Wikimedia CommonsFeature
TOBIAS ADOLFSSON
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million.” In the words of the Fidesz government 
spokesperson Zoltán Kovács, Hungarians “unani-
mously reject the Soros Plan” and “all arguments, 
plans and attempts aimed at persuading Hungary 
to become an immigrant country.” Therefore, “the 
government will continue to consistently reject all 
attempts to blackmail and threaten it into ‘giving 
in’ and submitting to Brussels’ intentions.”

if by noW you are thinking ‘but wait, what is the So-
ros Plan?’ you are not alone: nobody really knows. 
That is to say that the national consultation for-
mulated as much as asked about the plan, and the 
latter exists in no coherent way independently of 
the former. Some of the questions in the consulta-
tion draw in a twisted way on statements Soros has 
made over the last few years, primarily relating to 
the moral responsibility of Europe during the ref-
ugee crisis. But at the same time, Fidesz’ idea of 
the Soros Plan is much larger than anything he has 
said or even what is implied in the consultation. 
Indeed, they have used it to denote virtually any-
thing they deem is posing an existential threat to 
Prime Minister Orbán’s political power or the fate 
of the Hungarian nation.

soros, an 87-yEar-old investor, philanthropist and 
Holocaust survivor has figured in far-right con-
spiracy theories for many years. One reason often 
presented to explain this is Anti-Semitism. Anoth-
er relates to his philanthropic ventures. Through 
his Open Society Foundations, he has over the 
years donated more than $18 billion to various 
causes, primarily relating to development, human 
rights and democracy, being an avid promoter of 
progressive and liberal values. In this regard one 
can find a speck of truth in the conspiracy theo-
ries: he does support a host of liberal causes. Of 
course, that is not all the conspiracy theorists nor 
the Fidesz government claim. In the national con-
sultation as well as in other media Fidesz repre-
sentatives allege that Soros is a puppeteer not only 
of NGOs and opposition parties, but of the leaders 
of the European Union. “Mister Soros’ proposals 
and plans are coming through the European in-
stitutional system,” said the very same Kovács in 
a BBC interview, and added “wait and see, you are 
going to see that this is true.” Prime Minister Or-
bán, too, bluntly expounded on national radio that 
“George Soros has people and whole institutions 
on his payroll. Brussels is under his influence, and 

carries out his plan considering immigration.” 
The scope of his influence, it is claimed, knows no 
bounds.

it has bEEn noted in several analyses that Soros 
is ascribed the role in Hungary that Emmanuel 
Goldstein has in George Orwell’s Nineteen Eighty-
Four. Goldstein is the character invented by the 
Party to unite the people and to distract the cit-
izen from “the discontents produced by his bare, 
unsatisfying life” and any grievances related to the 
regime. He is “the commander of a vast shadowy 
army, an underground network of conspirators 
dedicated to the overthrow of the State.” He is 
the personification of evil; the raison d’etre of the 
state. 

rEasonablE PEoPlE can disagree about the fairness 
of this comparison. Either way, the practice of 
personifying real or imagined political opposition 
and portraying it as malevolent and deceitful has 
a dark history. As much is shown by posters put 
up all over Budapest last year by the Fidesz youth 
wing, showing Soros as a puppeteer controlling 
Hungarian politicians next to a 1930’s print of a 
Jew in a similar vein as a puppeteer controlling 
the German people. 

thE Point about distracting the citizenry has been 
acknowledged by many analysts as the most proba-
ble explanation for the invention of the Soros Plan. 
In 2015, support for Fidesz was deteriorating, and 
the refugee crisis came, according to the newspa-
per Budapest Beacon, “like a godsend.” According 
to Goran Buldioski, director of the Open Society 
Initiative for Europe, one of Soros’ foundations, 
the Soros Plan is a way of “covering up everything 
else that is important for this county.”

indEEd, With ElEctions coming up on the 8th of 
April, there is little debate in Hungary on issues 
like corruption, education or health care. Any at-
tempt to talk about these gets politicians labelled 
‘agents of Soros’. The largest opposition party is 
far-far-right Jobbik, and by now it is unlikely that 
Fidesz will lose any votes in that direction. Alas, 
there is little doubt that Fidesz will be uncontest-
ed, and the will of the people triumphant. Å

Left: Fidesz propaganda poster promoting participation in 
the consultation by stating “the Soros Plan: do not ignore it”.
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(Un)SUstainability
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Take a closer look at the front page of this issue. The planet-looking 
image consists of illustration from each of the articles in this issue, per-
fectly symbolizing the interconnectedness of everything in the earth’s 
climate. The climate is underpinned by a sensitive system. The local en-
vironment lives in symbiosis with the global, simultaneously affecting 
and being affected by the changes induced in the intertwined cycle of 
life. Take away one link and the whole chain breaks. 
On mare 72 pages we try to shed light on some of the issues connected 
to the way we humans have organized our way of life. We stand in a 
crossway. The time for change is now!

(Un)SUstainability
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Editorial

Noticing 
the 

Invisible
Forget about relaxing days at the beach, the world is running out of sand. 
This reality puts a lot of pressure on the environment and local communi-
ties. There is a large discrepancy between the magnitude of the problem 

and the public awareness of it.

Photo: TNS Sofres / Flickr

VIDE WASSBERG
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Look outside the nearest window. What 
do you see? It could be the dreadful 
outside of your student accommoda-
tion, or it could be the street outside 
with people going about their daily 

business. Whatever may exist outside, wherev-
er you are, is not the most important thing here. 
Rather what you may not see: the actual glass. 
That transparent barrier, separating you from the 
outside scenery, causes more social and environ-
mental hardship than you and most other people 
might know. What I am referring to is the compo-
nent making up the glass, sand. The world is run-
ning out of it.

running out? - you might ask. But sand is every-
where? Yes that is true, however, after air and wa-
ter, sand is the resource most widely used in the 
world today. Sand actually makes up most of the 
things that we see as naturally occurring in mod-
ern societies: glass, roads, solar panels, cosmetics, 
toothpaste, detergents, and especially, concrete. 
Sand even exists in your pocket in the form of the 
silicon chips that you can find in modern phones 
and electronics. Since ancient Egypt, our societies 
have literally been built on sand.

but still, sand is everywhere! You might point 
out, yet again. Well, sand used to be a local prod-
uct available for everyone to use. But restrictions, 
regional shortages, and skyrocketing demand have 
turned it into a global commodity. The sand that 
is used in modern production and construction is 
quartz sand, and most of it comes from the natural 
erosion and weathering down of mountains. Over 
thousands of years, the rock breaks down into 
small grains which is transported by rain and wa-
ter streams down the mountainside and out into 
the world. Most ending up at beaches and in the 
ocean.

thE global dEmand for sand for the construction of 
cities and production of goods is so big that we are 
stripping beaches bare, cutting down forests, and 
tearing up farmland. As these sources dry up com-
panies are now using ships to vacuum the ocean 
floor. Since 2005 at least two dozen Indonesian 
islands have disappeared entirely because of sand 
mining. The sand from those islands mostly ended 
up in Singapore, which needs titanic amounts to 
continue its program of artificially adding territo-
ry to reclaim land from the sea, making it by far 
the world’s largest sand importer. Countries like 

China, Indonesia, India, and Vietnam are devel-
oping in such a rapid phase that the global price 
for sand has increased sixfold in the recent twen-
ty-five years as the world’s sand consumption rises 
to forty billion tons per year.

EvidEntly, this has severe environmental conse-
quences, both locally and globally. Local marine 
and land ecosystems are being wiped out. Further, 
the natural barriers that protect local communi-
ties and ecosystems from rising sea levels and ex-
treme weathers, are being mined away. In the US, 
sand mines are blamed for land erosion, water and 
air pollution. There is a lack of scientific research 
and policies addressing these issues. The body of 
research that exists today mainly scrutinize the 
impacts infrastructure developments have in the 
surrounding they are being built, little attention 
has been paid to the impact of sand mining itself. 
Shedding light on the lack of sustainability with-
in the mining, shipping, and trading of sand have 
mainly been driven by the global media. It has got-
ten to the point where governments have finally 
started to regulate sand mining. However, sand is 
a common-pool resource, easy to get and thus hard 
to regulate.

rEgulations combinEd With the increasing prices 
and demands have spawned a worldwide boom 
in illegal sand mining. In contrast to legal sand 
mining operations, who need to pay for land res-
toration, gangs are robbing communities of their 
sand. Even companies with permits are spreading 
bribes around to dig deeper and wider pits, and 
corrupting societies in the process. In some cases 
whole beaches have disappeared as a conse-

at least two
dozen Indonesian 
islands 
have disappeared 
entirely
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quence. Sand mining gangs are forming in Jamai-
ca to Nigeria, Israel to Italy, all the way to Malay-
sia. But nowhere is the scramble for sand by the 
“sand mafias” felt more than in India. Sand mafias 
have reportedly killed hundreds of people the past 
years in India. Everyone from police officers, gov-
ernments officials, to ordinary people and farmers 
protecting their land have been killed as the world 
craves sand to feed its neck-breaking construc-
tions.

for somE, this might seem like a problem of relo-
cating sand across the globe, rather than an overall 
shortage. However, restrictions are, as discussed, 
hard to implement and hard to come by in less 
developed parts of the world. More developed 
nations have the privilege of greater governance 
over their natural resources and a greater chance 
of importing sand. Glass and other products could 
be recycled which would ease the sand demand. 
However, a big part of the fundamental issue is not 
glass, but rather concrete. Concrete is a mixture 
of cement and sand. The concrete in buildings are 
there to stay permanently. The sand that is used 
in construction is thereby taken out of the circu-
lation indefinitely, breaking the recycling chain. 
The alternative is to crush rocks in order to create 
sand. This process is both very expensive and pro-
duces sand with lower quality than the naturally 
created quartz sand.

by noW somE might be thinking: what about the 
great deserts of the world, surely that sand could 
be used? The answer is no. Desert sand general-

ly does not work for construction. It is formed by 
wind rather than water, thus the grains are too 
round to be able to bind together well. For exam-
ple, Australian sand was transported to a faraway 
desert when Dubai’s Burj Khalifa tower was built. 
However, some initiatives are starting to emerge 
as small beacons of light. One way to deal with the 
ominous mountains of plastic is to grind it down 
to be used as an alternative to sand when mixing 
concrete. Sadly, this idea is not implemented on 
a larger scale, yet. Further, the melting glaciers in 
Greenland expose huge quantities of sand. On the 
one hand, exporting sand from Greenland would 
give the domestic economy a well-needed boost. 
On the other hand, this would merely export the 
problems associated with sand mining to Green-
land. Ultimately, as sand stocks diminish, sustain-
able alternatives are vital in order not to dwarf 
global development.

today thErE arE no international conventions 
which regulate sand extraction. Sustainable use 
and extraction of sand need to be treated as seri-
ous as preserving clean air and water. The man-
agement of biodiversity and the fight against or-
ganized crime needs to incorporate global sand 
mining. In reality, it is the people of the less de-
veloped regions, with smaller voices, that feel the 
bitter pain of global inequality and unsustainable 
development. For the illegal sand miners them-
selves, the black market merely enables them with 
an income in impoverished areas. Yet again, I in-
vite you to look outside the nearest window, what 
do you see? Å
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Climate Fiction
 - A call to action or herald of false doom?

Climate Fiction, or cli-fi for short, is the new name of a genre 
describing an ever more popular kind of fiction. But opinions 
divide on whether its impact on the climate change debate is 

positive or not.

Photo: TheDigitalArtist /  Pixabay
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The term ‘climate fiction’ has emerged 
over the past decade. This type of 
fiction has been met with much ex-
citement, with many hailing it as the 
ideal way to educate and convert the 

masses to the dangers of climate change facing us. 
But what actually is cli-fi and does it have the abil-
ity to do what its supporters claim it does?

as a fairly new term, cli-fi’s exact definition is not 
universally agreed upon. Some have argued that it 
should be seen as a sub-genre of sci-fi, given that 
many texts and films defined as cli-fi depict events 
and technology of a fantastical nature. While oth-
ers take place in the future, during or after a cat-
aclysm, where climate change has brought on a 
dramatically different world and society.

WhilE it is true that many works of cli-fi could 
also be called sci-fi, there are many examples that 
don’t fit this mold. Books like Barbara Kingsolver’s 
Flight Behavior or Ian McEwan’s Solar, for exam-
ple, take place in a more or less mundane contem-
porary setting. There’s a great variety in what may 
be called climate fiction, which makes the term 
hard to pin down. In its widest sense, cli-fi could 
be defined as any piece of fiction that in some 
significant way includes issues related to climate 
change as part of its plot, setting, or themes.

With this in mind, it is perhaps not surprising 
that the inclusion of everything from biblical tales 
like Noah’s Ark, to Victorian-era novels, up to and 
including films and tv-series like Godzilla, Snow-
piercer, and Game of Thrones has been suggested. 
Even a novel like Michael Crichton’s State of Fear, 
whose plot specifically denies and argues against 
the validity of climate change, may be considered 
cli-fi under this definition.

ProPonEnts of thE benefits of cli-fi, both laymen 
and scientists, argue that it has great potential to 
educate and raise interest in climate change is-
sues. Some, like Dr. Sarah Perkins-Kirkpatrick of 
the Climate Change Research Centre at UNSW 
Australia, point out that discussions about the ac-
tual science of climate change can seem distant 
and overwhelming to the average person. In con-
trast, cli-fi can portray these issues in a way that 
feels both more accessible and personal, possibly 
inspiring action.

many ProPonEnts also suggest that cli-fi has a bet-
ter chance to reach and engage an audience that is 
not yet convinced of the reality of climate change. 
While such an audience might be less interested in 
a documentary on climate change, a work of cli-fi 
could appeal to them as its climate change theme 
will likely be embedded within a larger and excit-
ing narrative.

WhEn thE moviE The Day After Tomorrow came 
out it was much maligned by climate change ex-
perts for its exaggerated and inaccurate portrayal 
of a sudden ice age striking the northern hemi-
sphere. However, a number of studies showed that 
it did have a noticeable impact on its audience, 
causing greater awareness and interest in action 
toward climate change issues. In one such study, 
conducted by Dr. Anthony Leiserowitz of the Yale 
Program on Climate Change Communication, it 
even showed the movie affecting voting prefer-
ences, at least in the short term.

thE moviE’s inaccuraciEs didn’t seem to impede 
its ability to engage its audience, in fact, it may 
even have aided it. Advocates for cli-fi argue that 
since the real effects of climate change usually 
only become noticeable over a span of many years, 
they don’t often lend themselves to good drama. 
Therefore, cli-fi should not be expected to follow 
the same demands of facts and realism as actual 
climate science. The ability to put climate change 
into a compelling narrative and contextualize it in 
a way that is easy for its audience to relate to is 
more important than adherence to real science.

       cli-fi can portray 
these issues in a way 
that feels both more 
accessible and 
personal
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but this divErgEncE from reality for the sake of 
drama has risks of its own. Some have voiced their 
concern that cli-fi’s fictional portrayals of climate 
change and its consequences could cause unrealis-
tic expectations about the real thing. Cli-fi’s com-
mon focus on some kind of cataclysm, and a sub-
sequent post-apocalyptic dystopian future could 
mislead audiences to assume that such a future 
is inevitable, inducing apathy and a reluctance to 
deal with climate change issues. 

dr. ailisE bulfin of the UCD School of English, 
Drama & Film has researched the impact of “ca-
tastrophe narratives” and has argued that they 
may cause a large number of ‘myths’ regarding 
climate change, such as this fear of an inevitable 
cataclysm. She also takes note of the reoccurring 
figure of a lone genius that steps up and resolves 
the crisis, which often appears in many of these 
narratives. While this figure could serve to inspire 
people, it may also cause a false assumption of sci-
entists being able to solve the problems of climate 
change without the need for the adoption of miti-
gating behavior within society at large.

othErs havE quEstionEd whether current cli-fi 
really can succeed to attract an audience whose 
opinions on climate change is not already in align-
ment with it. George Marshall, author of the book 
Don’t Even Think About It: Why Our Brains Are 
Wired To Ignore Climate Change, argues that sto-
ries about climate change are often tied to a liberal 
viewpoint that alienates conservatives, predispos-
ing them to reject the message within. Because of 
this, the dramatized nature of cli-fi might actually 
devalue it in the eyes of such readers (or viewers 
in the case of film), who might consider cli-fi’s fic-
tionalized drama as proof of how climate issues in 
real life are being exaggerated or just overblown 
fiction.

cli-fi’s grEatEst strEngth is, therefore, simulta-
neously its greatest limitation. While its drama-
tized narratives could possibly inspire to greater 
climate action, it could also lead to misconcep-
tions and even delegitimize real climate science in 
the eyes of some. Whether cli-fi can navigate these 
concerns and become the boon to climate change 
debate that its proponents hope for is yet to be de-
termined. Ultimately, it is the audience, you and 
me, who determine the influence of cli-fi. Å

      Cli-fi’s greatest 
strength  
is simultaneously 
its greatest limitation.
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BAG BAN

Kiyovu District, Kigali. Photo: Gabriel Zetterström

Gabriel Zetterström
Editorial
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It is two days before New Year’s Eve, and 
we have just landed in Rwanda. As we are 
driving through Kigali, I experience the 
things I recognise from my previous vis-
it to Africa: the tropical heat; the women 

with children under their arms and baskets on top 
of their heads; the sticky smell of sulfur and food. 
But something is different. While the roads in 
Ghana were completely cluttered with trash, here 
we see nothing except the ditches themselves. 
As we are about to experience, Rwanda is quite 
special.

WE humans arE about to destroy the earth with 
plastic. The latest reports are alarming and state 
that there are 500 times more microplastics in the 
oceans than stars in our galaxy. Recent research 
predicts that in 2050, we will have more plastic 
than fish on the planet. These reports should not 
seem like news for anyone. Still, we continue this 
plastic addiction which is overloading the planet 
with trash.

in 2016, i stayed for a longer period in Ghana; an 
amazing country in so many ways, but also drown-
ing in plastic. In the beginning of the 2010s, me-
dia reported that rich western countries sold their 
garbage to Ghana instead of handling it by them-
selves. And in Ghana, people did little to improve 
the situation, most of them just threw the plastic 
away after consuming the contents. Ghana is not 
at all unique in an African context: Greenpeace 
once stated that Africa has become ”the dump of 
the world”.

hoWEvEr, thErE arE countries who have decided 
to face these challenges. Earlier this winter, I vis-
ited Rwanda - a country that, for a long time, was 
dealing with the same issues as Ghana but, since 
2008, has forbidden plastic bags. The signboards 
that met us at the airport told us that every plastic 
bag would be confiscated. In the customs, plastic 
from imported goods are often removed, and even 
for manufacturing, for example, crisps in plastic 

bags, you need an approval from the government 
and a detailed plan about how to collect and recy-
cle the bags.  

thE ban sEEms to have had positive effect in 
Rwanda; the streets, sidewalks, and roads are al-
most clinically clean. It is a part of the political 
development program that the government of the 
country launched at the turn of the millennium: 
”Vision 2020” - a plan for catalysing Rwanda’s 
level of development until the year of 2020. A lot 
has happened since the launch of this innovative 
initiative. In addition to the new large, sweep-
ing environmental policies, the country has gone 
through rapid economic growth, with skyscrapers 
popping up like mushrooms in Kigali, the nation’s 
capital, which New York Times recently highlight-
ed as one of this year’s best travel destinations. The 
president, Paul Kagame, is reportedly dreaming of 
creating an ”African Singapore”. 

Rwanda, a nation that went through hell, changed itself dramatically and 
faced the issues of tomorrow.

Photo: Gabriel Zetterström
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“ the government 
doesn’t take into 
account how these 
policies will affect 
poor people

Poster of President Kagame at Inema Arts Centre, Kigali. 
Photo: Gabriel Zetterström

almost 24 yEars ago, Rwanda was hell on earth. 
During a genocide that lasted for a hundred days, 
almost a million people were slaughtered. Vision 
2020 and the ban against plastic are parts of a plan 
to take Rwanda into the 21st Century, but could 
also be seen as a way of moving on from the events 
taking place in 1994. Today, Rwanda wants to be 
noted for completely different things than its past.

just likE in most other countries in Africa, the 
plastic situation in Rwanda got out of control. 
”The main reason for the prohibition was that we 
did not have a good recycling system”, explained 
Theophile Niyonzima, a doctor in environmental 
governance at the University of Rwanda, to the 
Finnish-Swedish magazine, Ny Tid.

at first sight, the ban against plastic bags seems 
like a brilliant idea to face littering and environ-
mental issues. But, as always, there is another 
side. The harsh legislation, which in worst cases 
can lead to prison sentences, has created a black 
market where plastic bags become lucrative con-
traband. The explanation: the people need them 
to survive. ”No buyer wants to take home sombé 
[pulverized cassava leaves] or tomatoes in a paper 
bag. The vegetables sweat, and the bag dissolves,” 
said Beatrice Rukundo, a saleswoman at Gisenyi 
Market, to Al-Jazeera. “The plastic bag ban is typ-
ical of many well-intentioned policies introduced 
by the Rwandan government,” added Carina Tert-
sakian, senior researcher at the Africa division of 
Human Rights Watch.  “They look good on paper, 
but they have been imposed in a really draconi-
an way, almost overnight. Often the government 
doesn’t take into account how these policies will 
affect particularly poor people.”

Paul kagamE Was one of the leading figures in the 
Tutsi rebellion who finally defeated the Rwanda 
Armed Forces, as well as the Hutu militia, Inter-
ahamwe, in July 1994. That marked the end of the 
genocide. Since 2000, he has been the president 
of Rwanda. Many political observers claim that 
this is exactly the stability Rwanda needed to heal 
the wounds from the past. But as years go by, Kag-
ame maintains his control. The hero has become 
the dictator whose policies have turned more and 
more towards ”the end justifies the means” type 
of reasoning. When discussing climate challenges, 
this is the question that always comes back. What 
are we willing to pay for saving the planet? Å



27.

Financial District in Kigali. Photo: Gabriel Zetterström



28.

On the looming coffee 
scarcity: 

How will climate change 
affect our favourite 

non-alcoholic drink?

What would be left of our love lives if we would no longer be able to go 
on fika dates? As a result of climate change, coffee might become a very 
scarce good in the near future. Fortunately, coffee bean producers are 
adapting to the changing weather circumstances. But the question is 

whether adaptation alone will be enough to save our caffeinated delicacy.

FEATURE
THOMAS KUIJPERS
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The worldwide coffee production is 
under pressure! The coffee plant is 
very vulnerable to even small chang-
es in annual temperature and rainfall, 
while climate change causes rising 

temperatures and increasingly extreme weath-
er conditions and natural disasters in the world’s 
coffee growing regions. According to a recent re-
port by The Climate Institute in Australia, about 
50 percent of the land currently in use for coffee 
production will no longer be usable for that pur-
pose by 2050. On that note, the production sites 
that survive will be more susceptible to diseases, 
fungi, and parasites, increasing the likelihood of 
destroyed harvests. Though it is not very widely 
known, this problem didn’t emerge recently: sev-
eral coffee producing countries, such as Ethiopia, 
Guatemala, and Tanzania, have reported falling 
yields since the second half of the 20th century. 

so far, smallholdEr coffee farmers - which con-
stitute 80 to 90 percent of the total number of 
coffee farmers – have been trying to adapt to the 
increasing temperatures, mainly through two 
mechanisms. One, they move up productions to 
higher altitudes where climate conditions are still 
favourable for coffee plants. Unfortunately, this 
often comes with the (illegal) logging of forests, 
which in its own right contributes to the rising 
temperatures. And of course, the hill or mountain 
is only so high; at a certain point, a farmer is sim-
ply not able to move their plantation any higher. 
This is usually the point where the second adapt-
ing mechanism comes in: switching to producing 
a different, often less valuable, crop, that is less 
vulnerable to changing weather conditions. A 
main cause in the decline of coffee bean harvests.

an EstimatEd 600 to 800 million people world-
wide are in one way or another dependent on 
coffee production, in their livelihoods. This does 
not only include the 25 million coffee farmers 
and their families, but also people employed in 
the processing, transporting, shipping and sell-
ing of coffee, or even in more remote but related 
industries, such as packaging. Obviously, coffee 
scarcity would have its consequences beyond 
the coffee producing regions. Considering the 
amount of fika that is consumed during edito-
rial meetings, for example, this very magazine 
would probably cease to exist. Even when writing 
this article, yours truly finds most of his inspira-
tion in the comforts of one of Lund’s many cafés. 

hoWEvEr, bEyond this (somewhat justified) ego-
centric thinking, the real impact of declining pro-
duction will of course be felt somewhere else: in 
the coffee producing regions. Most smallholder 
farmers have a  very little capacity to build great-
er resilience other than the two previously men-
tioned mechanisms. Part of this is due to the low 
wages for workers on coffee farms. Besides that, 
most of these farmers belong to marginalized 
groups in their countries, such as indigenous popu-
lations, giving them little opportunity to reach out 
and further educate themselves on how to adapt 
to changing weather conditions in different ways. 

a rElativEly simPlE solution, for example, would 
be to plant avocado trees on the coffee plan-
tations. Not only do they provide shadow, and 
therefore at least somewhat cooler conditions 
for the plants to grow under, but they also pro-
vide food and additional commodities for the 
farmers and their families. Unfortunately, many 
of the smallholders are unaware of this mecha-
nism, or they do not have the available resources 
for this costly and labour intensive investment.

fortunatEly, many major coffee companies have 
begun to make substantial efforts to ease the 
problematic situation in the affected areas. For 
example, they support research on how the cof-
fee plant can be made more resistant to chang-
ing weather conditions, they reach out to the 
smallholder coffee farmers and edcuate on how 
to adapt in sustainable ways, and they limit their 
own greenhouse gas emissions. Partly, these de-
velopments happen because we, the consum-
ers/coffee junkies, are becoming increasingly 
aware of the issues, and have started to demand 
this of them. Therefore, we should definitely 
continue to put pressure on these major coffee 
companies, so they cannot get away with con-
tinuing unsustainable coffee bean production. 

hoWEvEr, many of the discussed solutions are only 
fighting the symptoms of the root cause: climate 
change. It is uncertain in how far a ‘least impact sce-
nario' will affect the coffee production, but to save 
coffee it is necessary to mitigate climate change as 
much as possible. As of now, 2.25 billion cups of 
coffee are consumed worldwide, every day. Imag-
ine the consequences of their disappearance! Å
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Dressed in toxins 
Hidden dangers in your

Today the clothes we wear are statements. Many 
people use clothes to portray what they feel, who they 
are, or maybe just how comfortable they feel that day. 
However, the way  fashion and clothes are used today 

could mean something completely different to the 
environment.

Clothing

Clothes can be a dream, going to your 
favourite store and picking out that 
new jacket you have been eyeing for a 
long time, or going shopping for bar-
gains on the sale just after Christmas, 

or simply  taking your mind of the daily struggles. 
The way we consume clothes has changed rapidly 
over the past decades, and the global production of 
clothing doubled between 2000 and 2014. Today 
an item of clothing is expected to last half the time 
an item was expected to last 15 years ago. We have 
thereby increased our demand and production of 
clothes. But when you look at the prices, they re-
main low, meaning that the production today must 
be double as efficient as it was 15 years ago.

onE of thE most common materials in clothing 
is cotton. However, the environmental effects of 
the cotton industry are far more extensive than 
most people could imagine. Cotton requires enor-
mous amounts of water, pesticides, and fertilisers 
to grow to the extent we need today. The cotton 
plantations only take up around 2,5 percent of 
the worlds farmed land, but 20 percent of the 
worlds agrochemicals are used for cotton produc-
tion. Cotton also requires chemical treatments 
throughout its production process.

hoWEvEr, most PEoPlE are aware of  cotton in-
dustries using pesticides. Despite this, it is often 
believed that the environmental effects of the pes-
ticides remain in the production area, and to some 
extent this is correct. Many of the countries pro-
ducing cotton have limited water supplies, as the 
water demand in cotton production is high. For 
example, it is estimated that the production of one 
t-shirt requires 2 700 litres of water. Therefore, 
most cotton plantations use irrigation systems in 
order to keep up with the production. Neverthe-
less, in some ways it is true that most environmen-
tal effects remain on a local level. For example, 
the Aral Sea, which used to be the biggest lake in 
the world is close to being completely dried out. 
Though recently many efforts to bring water back 
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to the lake have been made. Nevertheless, it is the 
people living in these areas that will suffer from 
lack of water, pesticides in the soil leading to high-
er levels of cancer, and kidney diseases, to name a 
few. The pesticides used gets absorbed into the lo-
cal soil and water streams, spreading through the 
food chain and eventually to humans. Increasing 
the already high demand for freshwater.

hoWEvEr, What doEs this have to do with the 
people actually demanding these high quantities 
of cotton textiles? How could this affect you and 
me? From the beginning to the end of the cotton 
production, it has been treated with chemicals. 
The clothes are often treated extra before being 
shipped to other countries in order for them not to 

be damaged. As a result, the material is still packed 
with chemicals and pesticides when it arrives at 
its final destination, the store. We, as consumers, 
often believe that everything bad that happens, 
happens far away. Even though the biggest envi-
ronmental effect is local, we still bring the chemi-
cals to where the production started, where the big 
companies are. When buying a new item of cloth-
ing, 30 percent of the weight of the clothing is pure 
chemicals. These chemicals are then absorbed ei-
ther by our skin when wearing the clothes or into 
our own local systems when washing them. As a 
result, the chemicals find their way into our eco-
systems. However, it is still unclear how big the 
effect in the consumer’s environments will be.

Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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asidE from this, cotton also affect the greenhouse 
gases, as one kilogram of cotton generates 23 ki-
logram of greenhouse gas. This is not something 
that only affects a few regions in the world. As 
most of us know, the greenhouse effect, affects 
everyone on earth. Furthermore, the consumption 
of fresh water is also alarming across the globe, 
as water shortages are something many nations 
already struggle with. It could well be so that the 
West will begin  suffering from this as we continue 
using water carelessly in many cases, such as the 
cotton industry. 

luckily, thErE arE companies moving towards 
a more sustainable cotton production. H&M has 
made several steps towards this goal by eliminat-
ing the most toxic chemicals in their production 
process by investing in “better cotton”. Also, Tom 
Cirdland,  a British designer, puts a lot of emphasis 
in his clothes that they should last a long time. Ac-
cording to him, the clothes he produces are meant 
to last for up to three decades. Another movement 
is the trend of buying second-hand clothes. A way 
for consumers to still fill their demands, without 
having to produce more cotton and thereby not 
having to use up water resources and contaminat-
ing the environment with pesticides.  

thEsE movEmEnts arE moving us in the right di-
rection. However, not many companies put any 
emphasis on the fact that their customers should 
recycle, reuse, or mend their clothes. Most do not 
even know how much overall impact their compa-
nies have on the environment. A reason for why 
the environmental issues in the textile industry 
are not prioritised can be that the people in charge 
do not see the affects themselves or that it is be-
lieved to collide with their profits. If more people 
were aware of the extent of  the cotton industry’s 
affects on the environment and the climate, locally 
and globally, including themselves as consumers, 
it might change people’s priorities.  And through 
them the priorities of the companies producing 
for the global garment industry as well. People 
need to be made aware of just how close they are 
to these toxins. They are, in fact, practically wear-
ing them! Further, researchers need to focus on 
how this affect us as human beings. If more re-
search was made on the effects near us, then may-
be there would be a push for change in the way we 
see the usage of pesticides and toxins. Because if 
we do not do anything and let this ignorant usage 
go on, soon the effects of (un)sustainability that is 
sewn into the clothes we wear, might get exported 
to us. Maybe then will we understand the reality of 
people living in the areas of cotton production. Å
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editorial
KRISZTINA ORBÁN
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MENSTRUATION 
IS POLITICAL ACTION
“There is little value to equal rights if none of us can breathe the air due 
to pollution,” said Kate Metcalf at the Women's Energy Network. From 
this perspective, there really does not seem to be a point in picking bat-
tles. Intersectional feminism has already set the goal to combine different 
ideologies, but it is time to act from an environmentalist angle.

Let's start with an exercise! Without tak-
ing it as heavy-weight evidence, let's 
see how the English language mirrors 
this misunderstanding and blurring of 
women and nature following Karen 

Warren. “Women are referred to as cats, pussycats, 
bitches, bunnies, cows, sows, chicks, beavers, fox-
es, vixen, queen bees, cheetahs, serpents, old bats, 
old crows, bird-brains, and whales. Women cackle, 
go to hen parties, henpeck their husbands, become 
old biddies. Mother Nature (not Father Nature) 
is raped, mastered, conquered, mined; her (not 
his) secrets are penetrated, and her womb is put 
into the service of the man of science (not wom-
an of science, or simply scientist). Virgin timber is 
felled. Fertile (not potent) soil is tilled, and land 
that lies fallow is useless or barren.”

thE ProblEm doEs not seem to be new: that the 
Western information society and science have 
been built by white men for centuries – and its 
“export” to other areas – be that women or oth-
er continents - happens on terms of fundamen-
tal incapability to comprehend differing ways to 
live and to look at life. Women, for example, are 
now allowed to build careers – on the condition 
of accepting the pre-existing construction of the 
institutions we thereby enter. And institutions 
are places where there is very often no space for 
care, emotions, taking days off because of period 
cramps or for having a baby.
 
ProcEssEs biologically connEctEd to the female 
body, such as menstruation, are spaces for un-
avoidable choices. The individualistic aspects of 
feminism and environmentalism meet here: pads 
and tampons create hills of waste, for example. A 
woman is estimated to use 11,000 tampons in her 
lifetime and these are not only based on cotton 

and chemicals, meaning their production is un-
sustainable, but the waste they create takes cen-
turies to degrade. The sustainable options are the 
silicone-based menstrual cup, reusable pads, or 
period underwear. However, one has to deliber-
ately choose them, because they are not as easily 
available in most parts of the world, and then keep 
up the use. Washing a thing again and again not 
only uses tap water, another valuable resource, 
but requires much more commitment than sim-
ply throwing away bloody pads. Organic cotton 
disposables, on the other hand, cost up to two 
or three times more than regulars, making them 
unaffordable for a significant part of the female 
population. Worth remembering, that mainstream 
pads and tampons are not affordable to many, due 
to double marginalisation, resulting in schoolgirls 
staying home from fear of stigma.
 
somEWhat similarly, a no-waste sex life is hard-
ly a thing. More precisely, when it comes to birth 
control, fertility awareness is zero waste, but does 
not work for everyone, and takes a lot of discipline 
in monitoring oneself. The contraceptive pill is 
wrapped in masses of plastic and paper, and the 
excess estrogen that ends up in the water through 
urine, from the pill, patch, ring, shot or implant 
causes alterations in fish, such as becoming in-
tersex. The IUD coil only has to be removed after 
5-12 years, thus scores higher on the green grade 
than most contraception, among them the sponge 
that is thrown away every time, or diaphragms and 
cervical caps made of rubber, reusable up to a few 
years. Just like the menstrual cup, these have to be 
washed, dried and stored for reuse, requiring con-
stant effort.

but WhEn it comes to safe sex, protection from 
STDs, the (internal) condom cannot be circum-
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“ Condoms are es-
timated to amount to 
1,365 tons of waste in 
the US Yearly, 
vented. Condoms are estimated to amount to 1,365 
tons of waste in the US yearly, while more than 10 
billion are used worldwide in the same time frame. 
Several manufacturers offer semi-solutions: lamb-
skin condoms are biodegradable, although exploit 
animals, fair-trade products take into account the 
working conditions at the plantations, and sus-
tainable condoms do not add chemicals to the 
natural latex making it easier to degrade. Once 
again, as far as sustainable and fair-trade options 
are considered, it becomes an availability issue as 
they cost more.
 
kinga milánkovics at the Glass ceiling blog inves-
tigated how a sustainable lifestyle aiming to de-
crease the family’s ecological footprint comprises 
determined choices that put weights on women’s 
shoulders. This is a lifestyle angle at families in 
Western, but not yet gender equal, countries. 
Home-grown vegetables – a female chore. Pro-
cessing the vegetables and fruits – a female chore. 

Home-made food without lots of packaging and 
preservative – a female chore. Using textile dia-
pers that have to be washed again and again – tra-
ditionally a female chore again. Taking children to 
school by public transport, or even better, by bike 
– well, this one is arguable, but the picture is clear.
 
sustainability gEnErally mEans putting effort 
into the smallest details in life, moving out of the 
comfort zone – and range up until the decision to 
give up on cars entirely, or do not have children. In 
cultures where women are already overwhelmed 
by managing a household and working at the same 
time, sustainability only requires additional time, 
work and energy. And the gratifications are not 
clear. There is, of course, a kind of delight in eat-
ing healthier, home-grown vegetables. And there 
is also an indescribable satisfaction, that one did 
something good. But it’s for nature, and it’s for the 
future, and probably the only reward is that one 
delays doomsday.
 
noW thE quEstion is not whether lifestyle choic-
es count as activism or if they are sufficiently ef-
fective, because they are unavoidable, as this is 
the century of individualism when these angles 
of ideological movements will most probably stay 
with us. The question is if we can expect women to 
once more work additionally, and save nature for 
all of us. Å
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Climate action and 
the welfare state

- The Cha(lle)nges to come

Editorial
PHILIP GYUROV
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What will happen to the welfare services developed societies around 
the world enjoy when we move from a socio-economic system based on 
industrialisation and fossil fuels, to one that aims to use sustainable re-

sources and be in harmony with nature?

What are the first things that 
jump to mind when we think 
and talk about climate action? 
Recycling and reusing mate-
rials to conserve power? Yes. 

Reduced usage of plastics? Sure. Curbing our re-
liance on fossil fuels and moving on to sustainable 
development via renewable energy resources, like 
wind and solar power? Certainly. Ensuring that 
further development does not exact the terrible 
toll it has on the environment since the age of in-
dustrialisation, which will continue to reverberate 
ramifications to future generations, much like it 
does to us today? Absolutely. The answer is sim-
ple: all of the above, and more.
 
most PEoPlE today would agree that climate ac-
tion is of vital importance if we are to trammel the 
detrimental effects of climate change. We are al-
ready experiencing abnormal weather conditions 
that affect most of all the poorest countries with 
the least amount of resources to deal with the is-
sue, like Haiti, Zimbabwe, and Bangladesh. How-
ever, the situation is changing apace and these 
changes will be felt everywhere around the world, 
sooner rather than later. Not to mention that these 
changes affect not only humans, but the animal 
and plant kingdoms alike. Climate change is per-
haps the most important issue humanity will have 
to tackle in the twenty-first century. However, as 
we address this problem, others arise, as if we are 
playing a game of “Whac-A-Mole”, where before 
we manage to deal with one concern, another ap-
pears and we rush to confront it as well, lest we 
tailspin into a worse scenario than before.
 
onE such concErn is the sustainability of the wel-
fare state and what will become of it as we move 

to a socio-economic system based on sustainable 
development. A country’s welfare is provided by 
its government and it is the system that ensures a 
minimal living standard to all its citizens via the 
provision of healthcare, education, and insuranc-
es against unemployment, ill-health, old age, and 
others. Most countries have a welfare state in 
place, which, however, differs in size and scope 
from country to country. Nonetheless, the ser-
vices provided are mainly financed by tax reve-
nues that are highly dependent on the current job 
market, which creates a problem. The shift from 
a non-sustainable system to a sustainable one will 
most likely leave a lot of people jobless, as they will 
need requalification and time to adapt to the new 
market. In addition, the UN projects that by 2050 
the Earth’s population will reach 9.7 billion peo-
ple, which is quite the leap from today’s 7.5 billion. 
These two factors alone mean there will be more 
people in the world and fewer jobs, subsequent-
ly bringing in less revenue to a country’s coffers, 
meaning less spending on overall human welfare. 
Is this permissible?
 
sWEdEn, to takE an example, has one of the 
world’s best-developed welfare states. Swedish 
citizens are accustomed to their universal edu-
cation, healthcare, and parental leave policies, 
to name a few welfare services. However, the 
very same were largely developed and expanded 
on during the golden age of the Swedish welfare 
state, following the years after the Second World 
War (1950-1970), where the country experienced 
fast rates of GDP growth, full employment, eco-
nomic stability, and high birth rates. All of this 
was possible via an industry aimed at rebuilding 
war-ravaged Europe. Following the financial cri-
ses in the 1970s and 1990s, however, Sweden had 



39.

to dismantle some parts of its public sector as it 
was becoming too expensive. A move not taken 
lightly by its populace. The provision of welfare 
services would hardly find opposition towards the 
government, but try and dismantle them and re-
sistance is guaranteed. With this in mind, we need 
to ask ourselves two fundamental questions. First, 
how will these changes affect a government’s abil-
ity to provide welfare to its citizens? Second, how 
will the citizens react to these changes?
 
it is hard to give an answer to the first question 
simply because we do not know how a future 
based on sustainable development would look like. 
We have a notion that we might live in harmony 
with nature, but such a vision would probably re-
quire a clean slate, rather than building on top of 
the current system. The second question is easier 
to answer. Citizens will not be sanguine if there is 
an abrupt change to their welfare services. Indeed, 
living in the bliss and bane of a democracy, they 
might challenge the move towards sustainable 
development, regardless of the need for climate 
action. So what should we do to attenuate such 
issues?
 
first of all, as argued by scholars at the univer-
sities of Lund and Leeds, people will need to alter 
their attitudes alongside the economic changes 

that are occurring. This would mean rapid cultural 
changes that will shift expectations of the way wel-
fare is provided in order to minimise conceptions 
that a system based on sustainable development 
would necessarily mean a deterioration of personal 
welfare. This leads us to a second point: policy-mak-
ers need to start easing people into this new system 
by advancing novel ways of providing welfare ser-
vices, showcasing how a move towards sustainable 
development will not harm personal welfare in any 
way. By doing this, governments will succeed in 
gaining support by their citizens, allowing them to 
be more efficient in their efforts to tackle climate 
change. An example can be taken from the Swedish 
city of Malmö, where for the last two decades public 
policies have been transforming the city from a de-
clining industrial hub to a sustainable urban centre.
 
in thE End, the welfare state seems unimportant 
when we think about climate change, especially 
when, as these words are jotted down, people strug-
gle halfway across the world. However, if increased 
climate action questions the welfare of a country and 
has no substitute in mind, discontent will be assured. 
The welfare services are just one example of such 
issues arising, and if we do not properly deal with 
them, we might, like in the game of “Whac-A-Mole”, 
be overwhelmed and lose a lot more in the end. Å  
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The price of paradise
Palm Oil Commerce in The Face of 

Environmental Pressures

Palm, palm, the magical fruit…the more we consume, the more we pollute.
The more we pollute, the more ecosystems we steal.

So let’s be conscious before every meal.

Feature
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Deep in the rural pockets of East 
Sumatra, canopied by one of the 
world’s most lavish tropical rain-
forests, the clashing and clatter-
ing of newly chopped African Oil 

Palm trees crescendos in the distance. The fall-
en foliage here represents only an infinitesimal-
ly small fraction of forest that has been hacked 
and harvested as part of the century-long cru-
sade for these trees’ auspicious asset: palm oil. 

covErtly labElEd as “stearic acid”, “glycerol” or 
“vegetable oil”, palm oil can be found in a wide 
variety of household items – from the entire tub 
of Haagen-Dazs you generously spoon-fed your-
self last Sunday night to the laundry detergent 
you used to scrub those tear-soaked chocolate 
stains the day after. The glutinous golden sap 
is ubiquitous, yet virtually undetectable to con-

sumers. And while palm oil has been prominent-
ly traded on global markets since the mid-nine-
teenth century, recently it has become rampant.

thE ProlifEration of palm oil can be attribut-
ed to rapid developments in its processing and 
manufacturing over the past few decades, which 
have granted the multipurpose potion a com-
petitive edge against other vegetable extracts. It 
has a simple extraction process, yields compar-
atively more than its competitors, and it can be 
secretly inserted into a seemingly endless list of 
products. Consequently, global consumption of 
the oil has more than quintupled since the 1990s. 

this skyrockEting markEt for the illustrious 
fruit, however, has created strenuous demands on 
the rich tropical environments in which they are 
cultivated. These pressures incentivize negligent 
cultivation practices, which intensify the degra-
dation of forest ecosystems. One widespread and 
particularly vile practice is the act of “slashing 
and burning” whereby huge swaths of forestland 
are set ablaze to create arable land for the plan-
tations. This makes palm oil production not only 
one of the greatest drivers of deforestation but 
also one of the largest emitters of greenhouse gas-
es: taking away viable trees and releasing billions 
of tons of carbon dioxide into the atmosphere.  

noWhErE in thE world is ‘slashing and burning’ 
more commonplace than in Indonesia. The vast 
archipelago-state sits in first place in the Asia 
Pacific region’s palm trade – where nearly 90 
percent of the world’s crude palm oil is cultivat-
ed. Like many other palm-producing countries, 
Indonesia is home to some of the most bountiful 
rainforests, environed by large expanses of car-
bon-absorbing peat soil and abound with diverse 
wildlife. These types of tropical sanctuaries not 
only support terrestrial biodiversity but also pro-
vide livelihoods for billions of people worldwide, 
including many indigenous populations. Hence, 
the industrial ravaging of these forests exposes 
countless species to endangerment and degrades 
lush ecosystems and forest resources, often at the 
expense of native forest-dependent communities. 

thEsE unsustainablE PracticEs of palm oil pro-
duction have not gone entirely unnoticed from 
the international community. Joining the fray 
are organizations such as Conservation Interna-
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tional, Oxfam, WWF, and Sumatran Orangutan 
Society, which have campaigned tirelessly to ex-
pose climate culprits and further the legislation 
of sustainable forest practices. Their influence is 
far-reaching, goading global governance actors 
like the UNFCCC to take up the matter – such as 
establishing global initiatives like REDD+, which 
sets out to reduce deforestation and forest degra-
dation while promoting sustainable livelihoods. 

although thEsE intErnational sanctions pressure 
forest-actors to act sustainably, the profitability of 
palm oil’s current methods of production under-
mine commitments made by producers to accept 
the more sustainable, but less financially appeal-
ing practices. Successful climate action is there-
fore two-fold: in addition to establishing stringent 
regulations, redirecting consumer-demand is also 
imperative. Accordingly, many countries have at-
tempted to label all products containing palm oil, 
while the EU has committed to instating a mor-
atorium on all palm imports from a few major 
exporting countries within the upcoming years. 

hoWEvEr, thEsE nEWEr trade conditions have 
been met with collective resistance from affect-
ed exporting countries. The opposition is diverse, 
ranging from government officials to large corpo-
rations to smaller-shareholders, and immigrant 
plantation workers alike. The network of affected 
parties reflects the complexity of palm-depen-
dent livelihoods across and within these nations. 
While monstrous corporations might have the 
greatest share of the “palm-oil cake”, there are 

still many independent or semi-independent local 
business, and plantation workers also in the mix.

rEWorking consumEr dEmands must, therefore, 
entail being mindful of these livelihoods, promot-
ing the growth of sustainable palm oil employ-
ment while also spurring income diversification 
into more environmentally friendly markets. In 
2004 the “Roundtable on Sustainable Palm Oil” 
(RSPO), an international ‘green’ certification pro-
gram for credible palm oil products, was estab-
lished by a group of relevant palm oil stakeholders 
with hopes of doing just that. While the methods 
it uses to categorize ‘sustainable’ farms are wor-
thy of critique and the extent to which these la-
bels have led to tenable ecological improvements 
are still contentious, the scheme nevertheless 
represents appreciable actions on behalf of global 
actors to encourage more eco-friendly industries. 

thE root of change for future palm production is 
ultimately nourished by our very own conscious 
consumerism. When we envisage climate action, 
colorful images of activists chaining themselves 
to isolated oilrigs or scientists and political lead-
ers at long mahogany tables often spring to mind. 
Very seldom do we consider the mundane task of 
grocery shopping a pivotal form of climate action. 
However, in many ways, eco-friendly consuming – 
which entails both refraining from goods contain-
ing the infamous oil or opting for ‘green’ certified 
products – can make all the difference. When it 
comes to climate action against palm oil, we must 
take matters into the palms of our own hands. Å
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When looking at China in terms of climate action one might be a little 
puzzled. From being highly criticised for high carbon emission and pol-

luting, to being a leader in climate change discourse in the G20 meetings. 
China have the recent years shown incredible ability and wishes to rapid-
ly change course. Now they might become a leader in urban sustainable 

development.

CHINA’S SUSTAINABLE URBAN DEVELOPMENT. 

A model for a better
future?

Erlend Malmer
Feature
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Eco-cities, vertical forest cities and 
low-carbon cities have been on the 
rise as a sustainable solution for fu-
ture urban development. China has 
the last decade taken a huge leap, es-

tablishing themselves firmly on the international 
stage as the leader in terms of sustainable urban 
development. The asian country is now build-
ing eco-cities at a tremendous pace. The projects 
have been regarded in widely different ways, giv-
ing way to a lot of criticism and scepticism as well 
as a bright hope for the future. China is currently 
building 280 new “eco-cities” and estimates that 
50 percent of all their cities will be “eco-cities” in 
near future.

thE idEa is not new and was established already 
in 1975 by Richard Register. As of today there does 
not exist a formal definition and includes a wide 
array of different underlying ideas. Broadly speak-
ing, eco-cities are supposed to be self-contained, 
environmentally friendly, emit lower amounts of 
carbon and use fewer resources. In some cases, the 
cities are said to be socially harmonious. In 2008, 
the international eco-city conference defined 
“eco-cities” as an ecological healthy city, the har-
monious coexistence between man and nature in 
order to achieve sustainable urban development. 
To build these cities one needs a deep understand-
ing of the relationship between economy, politics, 
urban environment and culture based on ecologi-
cal principles.
 
china is currEntly in a unique situation. Until 
recently, China has had a large rural population, 
but are now experiencing a massive urbanization 
boom. It has been estimated that Chinese cities 
will experience a 17,7 million increase each year 
- that equals the city of New York each year. The 
rapid and large urbanization of the country is one 
of the reasons the mass scale building of eco-cit-
ies. The Chinese people are no longer in the dark 
concerning the climate change and especially re-
garding their own hazardous urban environment, 
due to the country’s extreme industrialization in 
recent decades. This means that the Communist 
Party needs to change course and living conditions 
to avoid destabilizing elements in the future. Apart 
from the 1,6 million premature deaths due to dan-
gerous air pollution, China is also experiencing 50 
percent of its waters undrinkable. One might won-
der if the eco-cities are more about having decent 

living conditions rather than “saving the world” as 
some western spectators believe. Some think that 
these cities only live in the powerpoints presen-
tations, while other regard them as the future of 
urban development.

thErE Exists a huge variation between these eco 
and low-carbon cities. Some have failed to popu-
late and have become “ghost towns”, some are in-
habited but fail to meet the eco-friendly require-
ments and some are on track. Many observers 
give the central government the blame for these 
“flopped eco-cities”, saying they are concerned 

with economic development more than the envi-
ronmental progress. As a matter of fact, in terms 
of sustainability and eco-friendly urbanization, 
London is actually more “green” than the some of 
the Chinese eco-cities. So could one call London 
an eco-city? According to Fu and Zhang who did a 
rather comprehensive comparative analysis of the 
300 eco-cities, the development of these cities are 
still in an early stage and therefore it is hard to say 
if they live up to the expectations. Since there is 
no one way to build an eco-city, the experienced 
achievement is highly individual. Critics often 
highlight that the Chinese green cities are still very 
much about economic growth, social progress and 
improved conditions for the new urban dwellers. 
Not that the cities are necessarily bad, but perhaps 
not as environmentally friendly as suggested and 
promoted? Many of the researches done regarding 

 Well, given that 
there is no definition of 
what they [Eco-cities] 
are, success in achiev-
ing eco-cityness can be 
self-defined too
 - Williams

“
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the performance of these green cities are viewed 
through a Western environmental lense, and with 
that comes some harsh criteria.
 
but if thEsE so called eco-cities are built only to 
provide decent living conditions for the people, 
China is building their first “forest city” which 
is supposed to be very environmentally friendly.  
Italian architect Stefano Boeri has some very in-
teresting ideas. He wants to build a “vertical city” 
in Nanjing, China, a city where he plans to com-
pletely cover with trees that produce 132 pounds 
oxygen per day. Simultaneously in Liuzhou, the 
city will be covered in more than 1 million plants 
and 40.000 trees that will absorb 10.000 tons of 
carbon dioxide and 57 tons of pollutants each year. 
Chinese government officials have promised that 
90 percent of transportation in urban areas will be 
on foot, by bike or public transportation by 2020.
 
thErE arE many critics and sceptics. There are 
those who believe that the cities only lives in pow-
erpoint presentations and have no real impact, 
those who believe that it is a good development, 
and last but not least those who outline the fact 
that it might not “save the world” but create de-
cent living conditions for new Chinese urban 
dwellers, which are currently living in harsh ur-
ban condition. Given the clear wish and desire 
from the Chinese government to build sustain-
able cities and their rapid urbanization, these new 
green cities, including Boeri’s vision, might truly 
be an important element in the years to come. 
Many of the eco-cities do not live out their true 

potential, mostly because of exterior pressures 
such as economic development and the central 
government. However, given the fact that they 
actually build these cities might serve as a prom-
ise for the future, not to mention the possibility of 
mass scale building of vertical forest cities. China 
functions as a top-down system, and the success 
of the eco-cities might be largely dependant on 
a down-top stream of knowledge, so the country 
can gain popular support for the successful devel-
opment of eco-cities. Either in terms of creating a 
decent urban living environment for the Chinese 
or saving the world with groundbreaking sus-
tainable urban development, is China now taking 
the lead? Or is it too ambitious? Or is it simply to 
create a decent urban life for their people, not the 
bright future the western commentators hope it 
will be. Å

 Urban forestry is not 
only necessary to improve the 
environment of the world’s 
cities but also an opportunity to 
improve the living conditions of 

less fortunate city dwellers

- Boeri

“
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Climate change is a global threat that requires more unity than ever. As 
they say, the ocean is neither Republican nor Democrat, it does what it 
knows, it just rises. The planet itself is neither developed nor undevel-

oped, it just follows the laws of nature. Collective efforts should be gath-
ered to address the many deep-rooted issues previously ignored, resulting 

in today’s disasters. Individual measures are simply not enough. 

Legitimate concerns
 Fair claims

Developing Countries and Climate Change:

EDITORIAL
SUHAIB M. IBRAHIM Photo: Wikimedia Commons
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         To what extent 
are they willing to 
fairly handle the con-
sequences? 

Back in Sudan, I was once talking 
to one of my old relatives. He 
was a farmer, and like many 
other farmers depending on 
rain for irrigation (over 85 

percent is rainfed irrigation). He was 
complaining about shifting of seasons, 
drier climate, intensity, and temporal 
changes of the rain and how it affects and 
sometimes destroys all his crops either 
due to droughts or floods. What immedi-
ately came to my mind was climate change. 
But the question was how could I explain 
the concept of climate change to him? What 
could he do to prevent its impacts? And more im-
portantly, how could I help him?

climatE changE is the rise in earth temperature 
due to the surplus of Greenhouse Gases (GHGs) 
which are essential for keeping the earth’s warmth. 
They occur naturally but the anthropogenic emis-
sion rates lead to the abundance of GHGs, which 
accordingly increases earth’s temperature. It is ex-
pected to be about a 4 degree rise in this century 
alone. Climate change is often mistakenly under-
stood as just a rise in temperature. But actually, it 
affects weather patterns, wind currents, resulting 
in cooler weather in Europe, and shifting of the 
precipitation belt away from the equator which 
leads to more droughts and flooding in the already 
hot and dry regions.

many confErEncEs, convEntions, and interna-
tional institutions under auspices of United Na-
tions have taken place. The most recent one was 
the Paris agreement, which aims to keep a global 
temperature rise this century well below 2 de-
grees and aspire for 1.5. Fundamentally, it is a fran-
tic quest for clean energy. There are many alter-
native sources for clean energy but the fossil fuel 
industry is old and well-established. The energy 
sector is the world’s biggest investment of which, 
according to international energy agency (IEA) , 
81.1 percent is unclean, unsustainable resources. 
Thus, looking for alternatives is a matter of will in 
the very core because technically it is doable, but 
it requires a big initial capital investment and it 
will take a long time to fully shifting the system to-
wards renewable environment-friendly resources.

so, it is a test for global will, for decision makers 
around the world. Do they realize the seriousness 

and urgency of the situation? What sacrifices can 
they make? Especially developed countries as they 
have the means and capacities to lead this action, 
and also it is claimed that the process of their de-
velopment is what caused this tragedy in the first 
place. To what extent are they are willing to fairly 
handle the consequences, including a fair deal to 
other countries who believe it is their time to uti-
lize their resources? 

right noW, imPacts of the climate change are al-
ready being felt by people across the globe. Evi-
dence show that the temperature change has af-
fected the health, livelihoods, food productivity, 
water availability, and overall security of those 
regions. According to the Climate Change Vulner-
ability Index for 2015, seven of the ten countries 
most at risk from climate change are in Africa. All 
are developing countries which do not have the 
capacities to mitigate the impacts. Africa has seen 
a decrease in rainfall over large parts of the Sahel 

    “
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and Southern Africa, and an increase in parts of 
Central Africa. Over the past 25 years, the number 
of weather-related disasters, such as floods and 
droughts, have doubled, resulting in Africa having 
a higher mortality rate from droughts than any 
other region.

in such vulnErablE regions, already struggling 
with poor infrastructures, diseases, famines, illit-
eracy, corruption, conflicts, to prioritize climate 
change on the agenda would be more of a bad joke 
than a scientific discourse. Even though these 
places are the ones already receiving the first hit 
of climate change. History plays an important part 
as there is a big distrust  between the continent 
and the rest of the world. Moreover, it is a distrust  
between developing countries and developed 
countries. Many people justifiably think that they 
are just being denied their rights of development. 
How can this fair concern be addressed?.

any solution for the issue - from developing 
countries perspective - should simultaneously fol-
low three paths. The first and most urgent is on a 
global scale, and it is to significantly reduce GHGs 
emissions. 75 percent decline in carbon emissions 
in industrial countries by 2050 should be reached 
to hypothetically decrease the temperature of 
about 2 degrees. 

sEcondly, anothEr urgEnt measure is helping vul-
nerable countries in facing the first climate change 
hit and mitigate consequences. The world should 
cooperate to mitigate natural disasters, to facil-
itate mobilization of funding, to help farmers in 
those vulnerable regions sustain their agriculture, 
to build infrastructures in order to control water, 
to alleviate the temporal distribution and intensity 
of rainfall problems, as well as raising awareness, 
and empowering by education. A long, but sustain-
able way to solve the root of the problem.

thirdly, a fair deal with countries that have just 
started exploiting their energy resources should 
be attained. By provision of alternative cheap 
technologies for renewable clean energy and 
building capacities to be able to sustain the energy 
sector in the future independently. If every coun-
try in the world starts to fully utilize its fossil fuel 
potentials, consequences would be unthinkable. 
Therefore, large emitters should have responsibil-
ities towards vulnerable countries. Countries like 

the US, China, Canada, and Russia, should have 
concrete obligations, mitigating the impacts and 
providing alternatives.

as for my uncle, and all other farmers, the interna-
tional community can assist  with the cooperation 
of local governments through training programs 
on shifting towards more stable irrigation systems, 
more efficient water consumption, more produc-
tive farming and help financing water harvesting 
projects to ensure water availability throughout 
the year. By dominos effect if we attain water and 
food security, then conflicts, internal migration, 
and ultimately security issues will fall down ac-
cordingly. It is crucial to know that it is a burden 
that has been accumulated for centuries, so there 
will not be any cheap, instant solutions. It is time 
to pay the bill for centuries of recklessly exploiting 
the planet resources. It will for sure imply some 
big sacrifices and concessions. Å

      Any solution for 
the issue, from 

developing countries 
perspective, should 

simultaneously 
follow three paths

“
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We Need To Talk 
About the Birds 

and The Bees

Like all the species on the planet, insects are at an immense risk due to the 
climate change. However, a lot of people are unaware of how dependent 
we are on these tiny creatures and how the fate of even one species can 

affect the life worldwide.

FEATURE
ANNA JASTRZEMBSKA
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Are humans the chosen species to hold 
dominion over the Earth? That was 
our delusion. Does the climate change 
happen far away, mostly in the devel-

oping countries? That is not entirely true, either. It 
affects the natural habitats of species worldwide 
by the changes in seasonal cycles, weather, and 
temperature. Like other animals, insects do not 
recognize the international borders and do not di-
vide the world according to the economic develop-
ment. Different species of bees and mosquitos are 
found around the world, making and breaking the 
lives of millions of people in the completely op-
posite ways. However, with the changing climate, 
we are more dependent on them than ever before.

it is EstimatEd that 80 percent of the flowering 
plants are dependent on pollinators, or insects that 
move pollen from a male to female flower to fer-
tilize them. Without pollinators, a whole range of 
food crops, trees, and other plants would be at risk. 
Among them, bees are one of the most important 
on the planet. There are about 20,000, or, by some 
approximations, even up to 30,000 species of bees, 
and they are all suffering from the climate change.

of sPEcial significancE here is the global warm-
ing. With the rising temperatures, European and 
North American bee species are moving north. 
At the same time, the bees that inhabited more 
northern areas remain there, which results in a 
concentration of the insects in a smaller habitat. 
There is also the question of phenology, which 
is the periodic life cycle of animals and plants, 
influenced by seasons and climate. It is not yet 
clear what effect the shorter winters will have 
on bees – will they emerge from the beehives 
earlier to match the plant phenology, or will they 
mismatch and the plants will not be pollinated, 
and the bees will starve? There is not enough re-
search in the area but so far it is suggested that 
the plants and the bees use different cues in their 
annual cycles, with plants dependent on precip-
itation and snow, and bees on temperature. The 
climate change is also only one of the difficulties 
encountered by the bees – they are also 
largely affected by human devel-
opment, pollution, and use of 
pesticides. Overall, their fu-
ture does not look bright.
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What can bE done to help the bees? First of all, 
planting flowers. Sowing native flowering plant 
species in your home garden or even just in a 
pot on the windowsill can greatly help the bees. 
Then there is avoiding using pesticides, support-
ing local farmers, avoiding foods coming from 
monocultures, and knowing where your hon-
ey comes from – the raw, local honey is much 
better to you and to bees than the “mixture of 
honeys from the EU and the People’s Repub-
lic of China” from a supermarket at any rate. If 
you are feeling really passionate and have the 
space, you might look into starting your own bee-
hive or a bee hotel. As it has been growing pop-
ular, there are lots of helpful websites out there.

that brings us to the other problem. It would 
be hard, if not impossible, to find someone who 
likes mosquitos. Their buzzing and biting is an 
iescapable part of any summer and often a source 
of sleepless nights. However, with the climate 
change, the problem is just going to grow. Unlike 
bees, mosquitos are extremely adaptable and the 
scientists have already noted how they are ad-
justing to the changing climate. It is an especially 
pressing problem as we are not only talking about 
the nuisance but a possible threat to health and 
lives to an increasing number of people worldwide.

thE grEatEst concErn is caused by Anoph-
eles, the genes of mosquito that carries ma-
laria. You might have done the simple math 
above – we equate mosquitos with summer, 
summer means warmer weather, the climate 
change raises the temperatures worldwide, af-
fecting mosquitos’ phenology, broadening their 
habitats, and making them more of a problem. It is 
anticipated that by 2050 most of Europe (includ-
ing parts of Sweden) will be a suitable habitat for 
malaria-spreading mosquitoes. Due to the gener-
ally high quality and accessibility of healthcare in 
Europe, it is not expected to become an epidemic 
here. However, it is worth mentioning that ma-
laria is not the only mosquito-borne disease. Zika 
virus, West Nile virus, and dengue fever are some 
of the more infamous ones, but there is a total of 
thirteen of them and they are responsible for the 
deaths of about a million of people each year. 
With the rising temperatures, they are all becom-
ing more widespread and not everyone has ac-
cess to the healthcare of Scandinavian standards. 

thErE is a variety of other insects that could be 
considered here –crops pests, disease-carrying 
ticks, pollinating butterflies. Whatever direc-
tion we look in, the future looks bleak and the 
longer we take to make a change, the bigger risk 
that the changes will be irreversible. We need 
to accept that the times when we thought that 
humans were masters of this world are over 
and make peace with the fact that the death 
or life of a tiny insect can affect us immensely.
Å

Photo: Jenni Peterson
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CLIMATE CHANGE:
WHO IS AFFECTED MOST?

Lizaveta Zhuk
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CLIMATE CHANGE:
WHO IS AFFECTED MOST?

People already feel the effects of climate change whether 
they know it or not. But there are some groups who would 

suffer more from the adverse effects than the others. 
So, who are these people and where do they live?

Consequences of 
climate change vary 

disproportionately 
across regions, among 

and within countries, 
among generations, 

income groups as well 
as between men and 

women 

“

Climate change is happening now and 
fewer people are courageous enough 
to claim the opposite. The fear of an 
uncertain future already affects the 
way we produce goods and services, 

extract natural resources, and even how we live 
our daily lives. But do we all feel the influences 
of  climate change evenly? The immediate answer 
is no, we do not. Women waiting for the return of 
their partners at home somewhere in Bangladesh. 
Farmers from Nicaragua dependent on their crops 
to provide a decent living for themselves and their 
families. Slum dwellers in Dhaka, capital of one of 
the most densely populated countries in the world. 
These are just a few examples of people who will 
carry a heavier burden of the changes induced by 
climate change in comparison with those living 
better off and in the less vulnerable countries.

manifEstations of thE changing climate are al-
ready visible in many parts of the world. Accord-
ing to the UN projections, “under a business as 
usual scenario, greenhouse gas emissions could 
rise by 25 – 90 percent by 2030 relative to 2000 
and the Earth could warm by 3°C” contributing to 
the rise of sea levels from 18 to 59 cm by the end 
of this century. Practically, if we continue using 
the same amount of natural resources, producing 
the way we produce even in the same quantity, we 
will ourselves charter the course towards the dis-
mal climate scenario. Unsustainable production 
and extensive use of natural resources will result 
in more commonly appearing extreme weath-
er conditions such as storms, floods, hurricanes, 
and droughts. Lack of food, clean drinking water 
shortages, the spread of climate-sensitive diseas-
es, and the extinction of plant and animal species 
across the globe.

thE imPacts of the changing climate do not rep-
resent an environmental challenge solely, but will 
also bring negative economic and social conse-
quences that could perpetuate and reinforce exist-
ing inequalities. Consequences of climate change 
vary disproportionately across regions, among and 

within countries, among generations, social class-
es, income groups as well as between men and 
women. This because of many reasons, but mainly 
due differing capacity to manage the disasters and 
adapt to changing environmental conditions. Poor 
people, using World Bank’s terminology, living in 
low- and lower-middle-income countries already 
today suffer more from extreme environmental 
conditions. The heavier burden is carried by wom-
en living in societies where they are oppressed and 
discriminated against on a daily basis. Same goes 
for other disenfranchised groups and communi-
ties.

according to thE 2017 global climate risk index, 
the ten most affected countries by climate change 
in the world from 1996 to 2015 are Honduras, 
Myanmar, Haiti, Nicaragua, Philippines, Bangla-
desh, Pakistan, Vietnam, Guatemala, and Thai-
land. All these countries, apart from Thailand, are 
ranked 117 or lower according to UNDP’s multi-
dimensional poverty index, measuring the pop-
ulation’s level of health, education, and standard 

Photo: Anastasia Zhenina/Unsplash
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of living. The security and wellbeing of people 
in these countries are additionally challenged by 
the low capability of states to cope with extreme 
weathers occurring due to changing climate con-
ditions. Coupled with limited ability to ensure the 
decent standard of living and access to public wel-
fare services, it also puts at higher risk the most 
disadvantaged.

loW-lying, flat and densely populated Bangla-
desh is considered to be the sixth most suscep-
tible and vulnerable country to climate change 

The ten most  
affected countries by 

climate change are 
honduras, Myanmar, 

haiti, nicaragua,  
philippines,  

bangladesh, pakistan,  
vietnam, guatemala & 

thailand

“ in the world according to the climate risk index. 
The populations most at risk include poor people 
living in slums and squatter residual areas, rep-
resentatives of lower castes, and women. Making 
climate change a national priority, Bangladesh 
became more resilient to catastrophes in recent 
years. By strengthening communities and govern-
ment’s capacity to deal with emergencies, fortify-
ing river embankments and coastal polders in the 
low-lying lands vulnerable to flooding, building 
emergency shelters and more resilient houses are 
some of Bangladesh’s efforts to reduce disastrous 
consequences of extreme weathers. Nevertheless, 
the occasions when emergency warnings do not 
reach certain populations are still common. Some-
times, due to other cultural and social factors, peo-
ple choose to avoid a self-saving course of action. 
For example, staying-at-home Bangladeshi wom-
en usually have fewer chances to receive emergen-
cy warnings in time, and even if they do, often they 
choose to stay, out of fear to leave their homes with-
out the husband or partner’s permission. Some are 
afraid of experiencing physical and psychological 
violence during evacuation and at shelters. Also, 
the majority of Bangladeshi women have never 
learned how to swim decreasing their chanc-
es of survival in frequently re-appearing floods.

nicaragua, Which is ranked four according to the 
same index, suffers from a significant reduction in 
crop yields due to frequent droughts and floods. In 
the past, extreme weathers have already contrib-
uted to the increased levels of malnutrition among 
the population. The changing climate conditions 
also continue to hit the country’s economy by 
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threatening the cultivation of one of its biggest ex-
port products – coffee. While droughts and floods 
directly influence the crop yields, increasing cli-
mate change impacts the suitability and quality 
of the coffee. It pushes the producers to adapt to 
fast-changing environmental conditions. Most re-
cently, coffee producers started to gradually shift 
from production of arabica to robusta, which is 
known as a coffee variety that requires less care, 
grows faster and has a higher disease-resistance 
level. At the same time, robusta is considered to 
be of a lower quality, and “less prestigious,” thus 
less valuable and popular. The shift to robusta 
combined with bad harvests documented in re-
cent years has a significant potential to generate 
less incomes. For the people at the bottom of the 
value chain, this scenario would put in danger 
their economic security and employment op-
portunities, decreasing their overall wellbeing.

throughout history, WE have been organizing 
our lives and our societies around climate con-
ditions of the areas we live in. With the already 
visible weather shifts and current climate pro-
jections, extreme weathers falling outside the 
normal range will increase. The effects of climate 
change will be disproportionately felt by differ-
ent countries depending on their geographical 
position, susceptibility to climate change and the 
capability to manage the climate-related risks. 
Most importantly, some people will face greater 
challenges than others. People living in the areas 
exposed to frequent storms, floods, and droughts, 
but also poor, elderly, women and children, peo-
ple with disabilities, migrants and many others 

would have fewer opportunities to deal with the 
adverse impacts of extreme weathers putting at 
risk their security and livelihoods. Cultural, envi-
ronmental and socio-economic decisions of coun-
tries can either amplify or reduce climate change 
impacts. Thus the environment does not exist in 
isolation to cultural, political and socioeconomic 
systems and climate change would have cascad-
ing effects among various sectors of countries’ 
economies directly influencing people living in 
these countries. The question that we need to 
ask ourselves is: Would we be able to respond to 
the environmental challenges in a comprehen-
sive manner to ensure that the resources we use 
and negative impacts we bring would not fur-
ther increase the socio economic cleavages, that 
does not only exist between countries, but with-
in them as well. If we want future generations to 
have the ability to satisfy their material and so-
cial needs, an answer needs to come quickly. Å

  People living in  
areas exposed  

to frequent storms, 
floods, and droughts, 

but also poor,  
elderly,  

women & children,  
migrants 

and many others 
would have less  

opportunities to deal 
with adverse impacts 
of extreme weathers 

“
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When good intentions 
backfires
What differentiates a marine ac-
tivist from a pirate? And what an 
environmental activist from an in-
truder? Sometimes it is difficult to 
define how far activism should go 
and where to draw the line between 
provoking and committing crimes.
 

Activism has incredible potential. 
Well-planned events, campaigns, 
and lobbyism are effective ways of 
raising awareness among people 
about all kinds of issues that they did 

not see as such before. They can educate people 
on what to do differently in their everyday lives 
- surely, most people remember having seen pic-
tures of dolphins tangled up in plastic and starting 
to bring their own bags to the grocery store – and, 
last but not least, activism has the potential of 
bringing concerns to a higher level, bundling many 
voices and giving them an outlet, making sure they 
get heard by politicians and decision makers.
 
having said that, however, activism also has a 
dark side to it. When it is not well-informed and 
well-planned, it can shed a negative light on activ-
ism as a whole or even lead to disastrous conse-
quences.

a classic ExamPlE of such an occurrence is an ac-
tion organized and carried out by the Animal Lib-
eration Front (ALF) in 1998. A number of activists 
broke into a mink farm in New Forest in England 
one night with the aim of saving some 6500 minks 
from being killed and turned into fur coats. While 
their intentions were undoubtedly honorable, 
they possibly caused more damage than good. Re-
leasing the 6500 minks into the wild meant releas-
ing an army of predators into an ecosystem that 
was not adapted to that kind of threat. Thousands 

of animals, including rare owl species 
from a local sanctuary, fell victim to 
the minks, and local fisheries were se-
riously endangered. While this action 
certainly gave ALF high media 
coverage, it was definitely not the 
kind the activism branch needed.

anothEr ExamPlE of activ-
ism backfiring is a literal 
crime Greenpeace com-
mitted in 2014 in Peru. 
For a publicity stunt 

Swaantje marten
Feature

Illustration: Banksy   Photo: Flickr
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during the UN’s climate conference in Lima, the 
organization placed a slogan right next to the Naz-
ca lines in the South of the country. The lines are 
more than 1500-year-old carvings of animals and a 
vital part of Peru’s indigenous culture. Usually, vis-
itors need a special permission and certain foot-
work to go near them. The Greenpeace activists, 
however, were either not aware of this or did not 
care to respect those rules and left footprints on 
the vulnerable ground. According to the Peruvian 
government, they damaged the UNESCO world 

heritage site, 
showing disre-
spect for the im-
portance of the 

sacred ground. Even though Greenpeace 
leader Kumi Naidoo flew to Peru personally 

to apologize for the faux-pas, Greenpeace’s im-
age, and with it environmental activism, took a 
deep scratch that day.

 
a vEry ExtrEmE, yet ambiguous example for un-
controlled activism is the marine conservation 
NGO “Sea Shepherd Conservation Society”. The 
organization has declared it their mission to pro-
tect dolphins, whales, sharks and other marine 

animals. In the light of the ongoing whale 
hunt by Japan that kills hundreds of an-
imals every year, this is a much-needed 
work. The question is, however, how this 
should be done and by whom. The self-de-
clared ocean guards from Sea Shepherd 

claim to have sunk several whalers’ 
ships over the years. Their fleet tracks 

down whale-hunters and poachers 
and pursues them – sometimes over 
several months – to hinder them in 
their work. Continuous brutal con-

frontations between the whalers 
and the Sea Shepherds are the 

consequence. In 2012, the US 
Court of Appeals for the Ninth 

Circuit ruled in favour of 
the Japanese whalers who 
had requested an injunc-
tion against Sea Shepherds 
requiring them to keep at 
least 500 yards distance to 
their boats. Judge Kozins-
ki stated:

 

“WhEn you ram ships, hurl glass containers of 
acid, drag metal-reinforced ropes in the water to 
damage propellers and rudders, launch smoke 
bombs and flares with hooks; and point high-pow-
ered lasers at other ships, you are, without a doubt, 
a pirate.” 
 
hE rulEd that it was not up to the organization 
to police Australia’s court order that made the 
whale-hunt in Australian waters illegal, but for 
the country itself. The Australian government 
declared it had no affiliation with Sea Shepherds 
and condemned them for breaking the UN’s con-
vention on the law of the seas. Julie Bishop, the 
Foreign Minister of Australia, told the press club 
of Japan:
 
“WE do not, and will never, condone reckless, 
dangerous, unlawful behaviour. And where it oc-
curs on the high seas, we will unreservedly con-
demn it.” 
 
thE quEstion rEmains how populistic activism 
should be. It is in the nature of activism to swim 
against the mainstream. However, it seems that 
activism should still be maintained and organized 
in some way. While anarchy tends to be a very ef-
fective instrument to receive attention, it can also 
backfire and shed a bad light on activist move-
ments in general. Activists thus have a fine line 
to walk between being provocative yet respectful, 
being bold but not endangering anyone, calling on 
institutions but not foreclosing potential future 
cooperation with decision makers.
 
WhEn activism managEs to walk that line, it has in-
credible potential to transform our world. Å

You are, without 
a doubt, a pirate

“
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     The Wall is the pri-
ority. Keeping The Incom-
ers out is the priority. 
“

Somewhere in the back of my mind I 
know I’m dreaming, but it feels so real. 
I tell the voice in the back of my mind to 
shut up. I like it here. It’s warm, it’s hazy, 
and for some reason, I can’t explain, it 

feels good. I’m happy. 

a distant sound commands my attention, but 
I ignore it. I’m not ready to leave. I just told the 
back of my mind to shut up, I don’t want to tell 
this noise that as well. The noise gets louder, but 
I still cling on to the happy place. Just let me stay 
in my happy place. The noise is too loud now to 
be ignored. It’s pulling me up. I break the surface 
and open my eyes. The sound of the alarm clock is 
shrieking. It’s the worst noise in the world. Slowly, 
I drag my legs off the side of the bed and heave my-
self up to a sitting position. I take a deep breath. I 
may not be sleeping anymore, but this is the night-
mare. Reality. 

oPEning thE loosE floorboard under the bed, I 
grab my most prised possession. Grandma’s diary. 
Well, it’s not as much a diary as it is a book of fairy 
tales. Fairy tales about the past, stories from an-
other time, from the days of her youth. When life 
was so different from how it is now. The pages are 
withered with age, the cover falling apart from be-
ing handed down through three generations. She 
started writing it when The Change took place. 
She gave it to my mum; my mum handed it over 
to me. She wanted us to remember, to understand. 
Everybody else seems to have forgotten.

I Walk uP to the dusty window, the diary pressed to 
my chest. Matron will be here soon, but I still have 
a couple of minutes to myself. I press my nose to 
the cold glass, staring out over the city. Stockholm 
looks the same as yesterday, and the day before 
that. On the other side of the grey water, I glimpse 
the round building of The Riksdag. Behind it, in 
the distance, is The Wall. Throwing its looming 
shadow over the city like a dark veil. 

straightEning mysElf, i open grandma’s diary to 
its first page. Women in The Riksdag, that’s what 
it says. Women in The Riksdag, women in law en-
forcement, even women in The Army. I can barely 
comprehend it. Women could do anything. Travel, 
study, work, love freely. They could even be politi-
cians and leaders. That round building on the oth-
er side of the water, where women haven’t set foot 
in decades, used to be open to them.

thErE Was this man back when grandma was 
young. He was the leader of The Americas, I think. 

Photo: Holger Ellgaard/Wikimedia
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Apparently, he wanted to build a wall, to keep peo-
ple out. That idea spread. Many places have walls 
now, because of The Army’s fear of The Incomers. 

i had to go to the other side of The Wall once. We 
all have to, so we know what awaits if we stop be-
ing useful. I’ll never forget the smell. It’s the smell 
of thousands and thousands of people crowding 
together for decades. Dirt, garbage, faeces, sick, 
blood, and death. That was the smell.

that PlacE is hell on Earth. The Incomers didn’t 
want to come here, but they couldn’t stay where 
they were either. There were floods, droughts, 
rising sea levels, new diseases, food shortages, no 
water. Earth was dying, and we were the murder-
ers. The North didn’t fare as badly as the rest of 
Earth though. So The Incomers had to leave ev-
erything behind and come here. But they came in 
the millions. So the Army seized power, and in-
stead of welcoming those in need, they built The 
Wall. Now The Incomers can’t get in, and we can’t 
get out. 

in thE sWEdEn of grandma’s youth, equality was 
a priority. Sweden was known for it. Our equality 
doesn’t sound like the same thing as what grand-
ma meant by it. There are other priorities now, and 

The Army decides the priorities. The Army con-
trols, The Army governs. No women allowed in 
The Army, so we aren’t a priority. The Wall is the 
priority. Keeping The Incomers out is the priority. 
Women stay inside. Swedish women only, though. 
We nurture, we raise, we care, we treat. That’s our 
equality, that’s where we’re needed, that’s equally 
important, or so they say. But we stay inside. We 
don’t leave. We don’t make decisions.

i’m onE of the lucky ones they tell me. I’m inside 
The Wall, I should be happy. But I’m not.

WE could havE stopped this a century ago. There 
were ways of stopping what we were doing to 
Earth. Then The Incomers wouldn’t have been 
forced to come here, The Army wouldn’t have 
seized power, The Wall wouldn’t have been built, 
and maybe women could’ve done like the women 
in grandma’s fairy tales. We could’ve travelled, 
studied, worked, loved freely, and even have be-
come politicians and leaders.  

WEll, too latE. I put the old diary back under the 
loose floorboard and prepare for the day, just like 
any other. Å 
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“the value of each thing is 
determined by its ability to satisfy 

human needs

In this era of ecologic awakening it is important to be aware not only of the 
environmental consequences of our actions, but also how the ideas shape our 

relationship with Nature to properly understand
their implications.

Since the beginning of Western philos-
ophy, humans have occupied the cen-
ter of the universe. According to this 
conception, only human beings have an 
intrinsic value per se, the rest of the liv-

ing things only have an instrumental value which 
means that the value of each thing is determined 
by its ability to satisfy human needs. This view 
is called Anthropocentrism and we can observe 
it already in Greeks philosophers like Aristotle, 
who in his book Politics states that “nature has 
made all things specifically for the sake of man”. 
Some scholars argue that Judeo-Christian re-
ligions were the driving force for the spread of 
Anthropocentrism over time. For those religions, 
the idea that humans were sons of God and Earth 
was created exclusively for their use, was a core 
belief. For example, the Old Testament in the 
Book of Genesis (1:26) states “And God said, let us 
make man in our image, after our likeness: and let 
them have dominion over the fish of the sea, and 
over the fowl of the air, and over the cattle, and 

over all the earth, and over every creeping thing 
that creepeth upon the earth”. Due to the popu-
larization of Christianity all over Europe, Anthro-
pocentrism became hegemonic in the Western 
thought during the end of the Roman Empire and 
the Middle Ages. This conception legitimated the 
exploitation of nature for the benefit of humans.
 
coPErnico With his heliocentric model was the 
first who stroke a blow to this conception when 
he displaced humanity from the physical center of 
the universe in the 16th century, which triggered 
the beginning of the scientific revolution. All the 
new scientific discoveries, such as the Darwinian 
evolutionary theory, contributed to discredit theo-
logical metaphysical explanations and rationalism 
rose as the main epistemological view thanks to 
philosophers like Descartes. However, rational-
ism also lied the foundations for a new type of 
Anthropocentrism mainly through Cartesian du-
alism, that states that mind and body belong to 
two different realms of existence (note that de-
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spite arguing against classical theology Descartes 
maintains the same basic Christian structure of 
body and soul). This implies that only humans 
have minds and therefore, reason, drawing a cru-
cial difference with the rest of living creatures.
 
yEt, in thE 17th century a new original and radi-
cal conception that challenged all previous ideas 
was conceived by Baruch Spinoza, a Jewish ra-
tionalist philosopher. He explained that every-
thing that exists in Nature (i.e., everything in the 
Universe) is one Reality (substance) and there is 
only one set of rules governing the whole of the 
reality (this conception is usually called monism). 
Spinoza viewed God and Nature as equivalents, 
namely a single, fundamental substance that is 
the basis of the universe and of which all lesser 
“entities” are actually modes or modifications. 
Hence, Spinoza rejects the traditional duality of 
body and soul, instead he argues that both are 
mere attributes of the universal substance. This 
idea was perceived as heretic at that time and Spi-
noza was expelled from the Jewish community in 
Amsterdam and considered an atheist. Hence, it 
can be said that Spinoza lied the foundations for 
a new relation between human beings and nature.
 
draWing from thosE roots, the 19th Century 
American transcendentalists writers like Henry 
David Thoreau, Ralph Waldo Emerson and Walt 
Whitman also showed interest in the relation-
ship between humans and Nature. According to 
this philosophy, Nature should be protected not 
only because it has current or future quantifiable 
value for society, but rather, because of what we 
do not know about it. At the core of these ideals 
is that natural, pristine places have a spiritual and 
magical grandeur and we should respect them 
out of childlike wonder. This philosophy laid the 
groundwork for early environmental concerns 
in the US at the end of the 19th century. Howev-
er, also from the anthropocentric point of view, 
some authors began to worry about the preser-
vation of environment. The English philosopher 
John Stuart Mill argued that there was no value 
in conquering nature and that it would be nec-
essary to maintain a “stationary state” in order 
to achieve an equilibrium. This had a strong in-
fluence on the US environmental policy, result-
ing in the creation of National Parks under the 
presidency of Theodore Roosevelt, for instance.

“we can no longer dis-
miss Nature as some-
thing subordinated to 
human’s interest, but 

rather as an equal

Photo: Simon Wijers / Unsplash
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in thE 20th century the outcome of the extreme 
interference with our environment led the scien-
tific community to fear that the rich biodiversity 
of the planet is at risk, occurring climate and en-
vironmental changes may lead to serious conse-
quences for human beings and to the other forms 
of life on the planet. Hence, according to scientists 
a new approach to nature was needed in order to 
promote a harmonious cohabitation with Nature. 
The effect of human actions on environment be-
gan to be seen as self-evident and concerns about 
preservation of Nature started to gain importance. 
In 1973, the Norwegian philosopher Arne Næss 
coined the term “deep ecology”, which consti-
tutes an environmental philosophy that encour-
ages “biocentric egalitarianism”, meaning that all 
living beings have an intrinsic value regardless 
their value to human needs. Deep ecology has 
numerous sources, both scientific with the devel-
opment of ecology and biology and spiritual like 

Buddhism (live in harmony with Nature). How-
ever, it is clear and Næss himself acknowledges it, 
that the main grounds are due to Spinoza’s meta-
physics. Deep ecology takes a more holistic view 
on the world and seeks to understand the sepa-
rate parts of the ecosystem function as a whole. 
This philosophy provides theoretical grounds 
for ecological and green movements and seeks 
for a new foundation of environmental ethics. 

thE Position Each element occupies within the 
hierarchical relationship between humans and 
Nature is shaped by the view used to analyze it. 
Hence, the deep ecology view challenges the pre-
dominant anthropocentric conception by attribut-
ing Nature the same importance as humans. This 
implies that we can no longer dismiss Nature as 
something subordinated to human’s interest, but 
rather we have to value Nature as an equal. Å

Photo: Simon Wijers/Unsplash
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Islands on a death row
Increasing sea levels due to climate change is a serious threat especial-
ly for growing coastal populations. For some people living on low-lying 

islands, damage from sea level rise is already a daily reality. Kiribati, one 
of the most vulnerable islands, illustrates well the (unfulfilled) needs of a 

small nation fighting the consequences of climate change.

Julia Debski
Feature
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The adverse impacts of climate change 
are contributing to current and fu-
ture transformations of human 
movement. Despite extreme envi-
ronmental events such as hurricanes 

and tsunamis receiving far more attention, it is the 
gradual changes in the environment that will have 
the greatest impact on future migration. One such 
gradual phenomenon is rising sea levels, especial-
ly affecting the population of numerous low-lying 
islands. Should the sea level keep rising at the cur-
rent rate, these islands are in danger of entirely 
disappearing. Even though this might sound like 
a pessimistic prediction, rising sea levels already 
impede the everyday life of people living on island 
nations such as Fiji, Tuvalu, the Marshall Islands, 
Vanuatu, and Kiribati - amongst others.

kiribati, a nation of 105,000 people, is on the list 
of places in the world most vulnerable to rising 
sea levels and could be completely submerged in 

only 50 years. Kiribati includes 32 small islands, 
of which most are less than 2 kilometres wide.  
Hence, many citizens of Kiribati live near exposed 
coastlines and  constitute some of the most impov-
erished victims of climate change. The tangible 
fear existing on the island is reflected by the pur-
chase of 5,460 acres of land on neighbouring Fiji. 
The purchased plot is not only intended to be cul-
tivated in order to deal with increasing food inse-
curity, it could also serve as a potential relocation 
place for the island’s entire population.

thE land transfEr was approved by Ratu Epeli 
Nailatikau, president of the Republic of Fiji, who 
assures that the people of Kiribati will have a home 
if their country would drown by the rising sea lev-
el as a result of climate change. He further states 
that his nation and others have a responsibility to 
not stand back and watch another country “sink 
slowly beneath the waves” and that Fiji would as-
sist Kiribati in any way it could. Brave words, but 
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the situation on Fiji is not looking much better. 
On the island, coastal homes have been routinely 
flooded, while saltwater has been destroying sug-
arcane crops, a driving force of Fiji’s economy.

hEncE, solidarity cannot only be provided by an-
other vulnerable island, but also the less volnera-
ble world has to accept responsibility to counteract 
threats of rising sea level. This, in practice already 
faces obstacles on a legal basis, where people dis-
placed due to the forces of climate change are de 
facto unprotected. The 1951 Refugee Convention 
uses refugee as a legal term for a person persecut-
ed for “race, religion, nationality; membership of a 
particular social group or political opinion”. How-
ever, this definition excludes people displaced by 
climate change. A legal mechanism that assures 
climate change refugees the assistance from other 
countries does simply not exist yet.

thErEforE, intErnational agEnciEs, such as the 
UN Refugee Agency and the International Organi-
zation for Migration, have pointed out the need to 
specifically protect environmental migrants. Yet, 
establishing such a law has been proven to bring 
along a number of serious challenges. Institutional 
capacity issues, the causal complexity, as well as 
the difficult problem of determining and proving 
that environmental changes alone forced some-
body to migrate, have impeded the construction 
of international agreements that can be practi-
cally applied. A single new category for a climate 
migrant opens an important discussion, as clearly 
defining who qualifies as a refugee will be far more 
complex than the simple category suggests.

in nEW zEaland, the world’s first climate change 
refugee case has already taken place around Ioane 
Teitiota, a Kiribati citizen. In 2015, the Supreme 
Court chose not to review the decision that he and 
his family do not qualify as refugees according to 
the international refugee convention. Ioane Te-
itiota and his wife came to New Zealand in 2007 
and remained in the country illegally after their 
permits had expired in October 2010. In order to 
avoid its deportation, the family has applied for 
the refugee status “on the basis of changes to his 
environment in Kiribati caused by sea-level rises 
associated with climate change”. Despite that Te-
itiota has made several attempts to stay in New 
Zealand as a climate change refugee rather than 
returning back home, his request had for a  third 

and final time been rejected by high court. As it 
has been argued, a refugee must have a legitimate 
fear of persecution in his home country. Despite 
acknowledged that rising sea levels may make life 
more difficult, the judged decided that Teitiota 
failed to prove that nature is persecuting him.

yEt, thE basic tenor in New Zealand has some-
how changed as the government has recently 
been debating about a program that enables up to 
100 pacific island residents per year to enter the 
country. The idea was brought up as part of the 
Green party’s pre-election policy and suggests a 
newly established visa category addressing peo-
ple displaced by climate change. A visa track to 
specifically address people displaced by weath-
er and climate can be seen as a first step towards 

empowering citizens of the endangered small is-
land states and would constitute a very important 
precedent case. Not a sufficient one, however, as 
climate change could become the main cause of 
human migration in the world and will constitute 
one of the biggest challenges for the internation-
al community throughout the 21st century. Yet, 
rather than assuming responsibility, the majority 
of countries tend to choose harder restrictions on 
migration. These isolation policies, however, do 
leave the most vulnerable to their fate. Of all peo-
ple those who contributed the least to the forces 
that drive this tidal wave of climate induced sea 
level rises. Å

a potential 
relocation place 
for the island’s 
entire population

“
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Why we 
should not kill

our darlings

Feature
ISABELLE KARLSSON 

Photo: Unsplash/Caroline Hernandez
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In Disney’s adaptation of Hans Christian Andersen’s fairytale “The Little 
Mermaid”, Arielle and her tiny blue-yellow friend Flounder go treasure 
hunting in a scary sunken ship. It is dark and spooky, and then, to their 
big horror, one of the shadows actually turns out to be thrown by a big bad 
shark that wants to eat them. Luckily, our heroes manage to outwit him 

(because he is a bit stupid as well) and escape by a hairbreadth.

Due to pop culture and our archaic 
fear of predators, it is not surpris-
ing that we have adopted the image 
of sharks being evil badass killer 
machines. Truth is, though, that 

this image is nothing but humans ascribing to an 
animal random characteristics that we made up 
through language. However, the consequences are 
drastic: this image of sharks being monsters seems 
to legitimate their slaughtering, even when in re-
ality, it is absolutely unlikely for a human to be at-
tacked by a shark.

in a broadEr definition, they have namely popu-
lated the earth for 420 million years, thus basically 
being living fossils that should deserve special at-
tention, one could argue. Still, focusing on rebuild-
ing stocks of ‘edible’ fish is higher on the agenda 
than to protect, let’s say, sharks. Or jellyfish or 
plankton. These are namely species that do not 
seem to directly be of use for humans, plus, they are 
not perceived as ‘cute’, like dolphins, for instance, 
due to above mentioned narratives. Further, there 
is this phenomenon that unless environmental 
issues are put into a social context, as in mak-
ing sure the effect on human well-being is made 
clear, they may not get as much attention. What I 
am saying is that by no means we should shift our 
focus away from ‘cute’ animals to be protected. 
But we should also include the ‘uncute’ ones like 
sharks. Arguably they are just as important for the 
ecosystem as dolphins. The higher the biological 

diversity of species in the ocean, the stronger the 
resistance against changes, even climate change. 

but Why arE sharks then slaughtered in the first 
place? The causation is not very transparent, and 
there are several factors that count in. One exam-
ple, sharks are caught ‘accidentally’ as by-catch 
by industrial trawlers. Further, though catching 
sharks is illegal in many regions, some fisherman 
simply head for countries where this is not a crime 
instead. Unfortunately, these sharks are not even 
‘used’ as a whole. Usually, the only parts that is 
processed are their fins, as these can be sold for a 
good price in certain markets, for example, to be 
used for shark fin soup or for ‘medicine’.

WE knoW lEss about the oceans than we know 
about outer space. Yet, we let industrial fishing 
including devastating ‘side-effects’ like by-catch 
and circumventing quotas drastically extinct life 
in the seas. And that is only one example - the 
destruction of habitats, pollution, rapid climate 
change and several other man-made influenc-
es do their contribution to the problem. What 
must be kept in mind is that not only our direct 
action takes its tribute. All these changes that 
happen to the oceans, may they be big or small, 
man-made or indirect consequences, happen 
within a bigger picture and affect the circle of life.

in naturE, EvErything is tied together and de-
pends on the other components. Changes in the 
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us humans love to make up things like 
the evil, bad, and a bit stupid shark“

Photo: Unsplash/Laura College

food chain, in the diversity of species and thus in 
the ecosystem do affect other small wheels in the 
big system. If sharks were to die out, to stay with 
this example, other species’ populations maybe 
were to explode or to go extinct as well, affect-
ing the biomass of plankton and thus the oceans’ 
ability to bind carbon-dioxide. In other words, not 
only life in the oceans will be affected, but also life 
on the land, in the air, our planet’s climate, and ul-
timately, also us humans. We just don’t know yet 
in what dimension or with which consequences. 
Changes happen on an ongoing basis. Extinction 
is a natural part of evolution, and so is the emer-
gence of new species. The problem is, though, that 
the balance in this process is being disrupted by 
humans at remarkably high speed.

WE can’t makE undone what we, the humans, have 
done so far. Still, there is hope. Besides some official 
attempts like the introduction of catch regulations 
or more exhaustive research, there are various ac-

tivist groups and organizations that fight against 
extinction of species in the ocean and for protect-
ing marine life. Even the Vatican has taken action 
in hosting conferences about counteracting extinc-
tion of species and promoting biological diversity.  

us humans lovE to make up things like the evil 
bad and a bit stupid shark to laugh about. But un-
fortunately, in “The Little Mermaid” it is not Ari-
elle that we should identify with because she gets 
away. Rather, we are like the slightly simple-mind-
ed and greedy shark, that, in attempt to catch its 
prey, gets stuck in a man-made trap. Unfortunate-
ly, the movie makers never told what happened 
to the nasty shark afterwards. Let’s, for our very 
own sake, hope he managed to cheat the gallows 
and will never make the same mistake again. Å  
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