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This material is entierly or 
partly financed by SIDA, 
Swedish International 
Development Cooperation 
Agency. SIDA does not ne-
cessarily share the opinions 
found in the magazine. The 
responsibility for the content 
rests fully on the writer.

Since the first layout week we, the editors, 
have started singing when exiting the 
office late at night after countless hours 
of looking for un-copyrighted photos, 
discussing whether a text is a feature or 

an opinion piece, and swearing about texts that 
refuse to align. Maybe we sang out of exhaustion, 
maybe out of happiness to have another day of lay-
out week in the books, maybe to suppress the feel-
ing of stress that comes with deadlines. “It’s called 
dead for a reason”. Famous last word from one of 
our members. 

We Want to thank our excellent editorial team for 
a fantastic year. We, more than anyone, know it 
hasn’t always been easy but you guys have always 
had our back supporting us and shown under-
standing when we fucked up. You guys are great 
writers, great layouters but more importantly a 
bunch of fantastic personalities that will stay in 
our hearts forever. 

a special thanks to Zigne Edström, one of the pre-
vious Heads of Magazine, for always encouraging 
us and being an experienced shoulder to lean on. 

the editorial team has created four issues that 
we are really proud of. We hope and have great 
faith that the new editors will improve and devel-
op the Magazine further. In 20 years The Econo-
mist will stand in the shadow of The Perspective 
Magazine. It’s sad to leave but both of us feels that 
it’s time that someone with a new PERSPECTIVE 
takes over. We are truly proud. Proud of creating 

four Magazines from scratch, with no previous 
experience, that both are interesting and looks 
great. Even if creating a magazine is an incredible 
feeling, what we are most proud of is the incred-
ible growth of our team and ourselves. We have 
strived, developed and achieved a lot together and 
had loads of fun along the way. 

the office reeks of pizza cartons and coffee 
grounds. Snuffboxes and notes are scattered on 
the table. The bell from the cathedral rings offbeat 
while music is playing in the speakers. A feeling of 
accomplishment settles in the office.

We exit the office for the last time as editors. 
Singing, this time not out of stress or tiredness but 
out of achievement, louder and prouder than ever: 

THE SHOW MUST GO ON! 
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PRESIDENTS’ ADDRESS     

Here we are, at the end of our time as presidents. Another operation-
al year has almost passed, summer is fast approaching, and soon 
many of us will leave Lund for the time being. If there is one thing 
we have learnt this year, it is that time goes by incredibly fast. It 
seems like yesterday we were welcoming our new members at the 

student fairs, meeting this year’s active members for the first time at the Get Active 
meeting, and setting up a vision for the year together with the new board. Looking 
back, things never turn out the way you thought they would. Sometimes they turn 
out even better. 

if there is one thing we are proud of, it is our active members and the board, who 
have worked tirelessly, with a burning engagement that has completely blown our 
minds. This year we have arranged lectures every week, we have helped students 
take their first steps towards an international career, and we have organised trips 
to New York, Georgia, and Berlin. By the end of May we will have published around 
150 articles and radio shows altogether in less than a year, and we will be ready 
to host the first-ever Nordic Convention on International Affairs. Indeed, none of 
which would have been possible without our hardworking PR committee. 

We ended this year in the most suitable way, with a magical evening at Grand Ho-
tel. An emotional ball for the two of us, filled with gratitude for each and everyone 
of you.  And what can we say other than thank you? Thank you for your dedication. 
Thank you for encouraging each other, for being supportive, and respectful, and 
open. To all of you who have attended our events, who have followed our media 
channels, who have joined us in our quest to learn more, to discuss, and to share 
different perspectives, thank you. Your voluntary engagement is more important 
than you might realise, because by participating today you can bring change to-
morrow. 

When this issue will have ended up in your hands, we will have elected a new 
board for next year. In only a month from now, they will take over the responsi-
bility of pushing this association forward. And after summer, we will have a group 
of old and new members, eager and ready to find new, creative ways to spread 
knowledge and debate on international affairs. We have no doubt that you will take 
UPF to the next level, but for the two of us, the journey ends here. What we know, 
however, is that whether you are leaving Lund for an unforeseeable future or if you 
are returning after summer, UPF will always be here to welcome you home. 
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HUMAN RIGHTS 
CHANGE FOR ALL

We combine evidence-based human rights 
research with direct engagement in close 
collaboration with our partners to bring about 
human rights change for all.

The institute is named after Raoul Wallenberg, 
the Swedish diplomat who saved tens of 
thousands of Jews and other people at risk in 
Hungary at the end of World War II.

Raoul Wallenberg at his graduation 1930

Want to know more about our work? Sign up for our newsletter at www.rwi.lu.se or follow us on  
Facebook, Instagram, Twitter & LinkedIn
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World Brief
SOFIA GJERTSSON & ISAK FRITZON

2.

1.

Pope Francis is known for being one of 
the most liberal popes in history. A few 
years ago he said that homosexuality 
is not a sin. A liberal statement for the 
sometimes very conservative Catho-

lic Church. Recently it has been announced that 
Pope Francis now has made it mandatory clergy 
to report sexual abuse to their superiors. This is 
due to the many scandals that have been brought 
to light in media over the past few years regarding 
sexual abuse within the Catholic Church. He has 
admitted that nuns have been sexually abused by 
priests and even kept as sex slaves, which he says 
the Church is now working on and taking a stand 
against. Other big scandals regarding sexual abuse 
within the Catholic Church often revolve around 
sexual abuse of children. There have been many 
coverups and some of the scandals date back to the 
1990s with no consequences being enforced until 
recently. Pope Francis takes a big step in his an-
nouncement. Changing the Catholic Church is a 
difficult task as the worldwide institution is pow-
erful conservative and rigorous. Å

The 12th annual Cuban Conga against 
Homophobia and Transphobia was 
cancelled by the Cuban govern-
ment. National Centre for Sex Ed-
ucation (CENESEX), organizers of 

the event, explained the cancellation was due 
to “new tensions in the international and re-
gional context”, but activist is questioning the 
government’s motives and called the cancella-
tion “a move backward”. Cuba was set on course 
toward changing the constitution, supporting 
same-sex marriage, but amended the draft af-
ter strong criticism from religious groups. Large 
groups of Cubans, generally hesitant to criticise 
the government, opposed the government’s pro-
posal to include same-sex marriage in the draft 
for the constitution. While the general support 
for same-sex marriage was strong, the govern-
ment changed the language, in the constitution, 
to not forbid same-sex marriage but also not 
openly supporting it. Some LGBTQ activist be-
lieves the cancellation of the Cuban Conga was 
due to the recent backlash in the public opinion 
against same-sex marriage rights. Cuba is one 
of the most liberal countries in Latin America 
when it comes to LGBTQ rights decriminalizing 
same-sex relations in 1979, but Cuba still has un-
dertones of conservatives six decades after the 
revolution. While this might have been a legit-
imate cancellation, voices are being raised that 
this was a signal that the LGBTQ community 
isn’t welcome. Å

1. Cuba libre?

2. pope francis taking stands
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In April, vegan activists took to the streets 
in Australia to protest against the meat in-
dustry. The protestors broke into slaugh-
terhouses, chaining themselves to convey-
or belts, and blocked main intersections in 

Brisbane. The aim of the activists was to raise 
awareness about the meat industry. Austra-

lia is the second biggest meat consumer 
in the world with 95 kilograms of meat 
per person/year and also one of the 
biggest meat producers. Australia’s 
prime minister Scott Morrison com-

mented on the protests saying “What 
you have just described is shameful, it 
is un-Australian. The real thing that’s 

going on here, is this is just another 
form of activism that I think runs against 

the national interest. And the national in-
terest is people being able to farm their own 

land.” Morrison also called for “the full force of 
the law... against these green-collared criminals”. 
Surely you can criticize the activist’s methods but 
all I can add to this political chilli con carne is that 
Australians really loves their meat. Å

4. Un-Australian vegan activism

Recently Swedish media has been 
informing about Swedish children 
trapped in camps in Syria after the 
death of their parents whom joined 
so called-ISIS. A specific case is the 

Skråmo children who come from Gothenburg 
(those of them born in Sweden) and whose par-
ents are presumed to be dead. Dagens Nyheter, a 
Swedish newspaper, illustrated their tragic story 
in a camp in Syria after their parents had been 
killed. The children are malnourished and it has 
been stated that the youngest son would die soon 
unless given treatment. The reportage from DN 
put pressure on Swedish government agencies to 
try and get the children out and they were recently 
moved from the camp in Syria to a private Swedish 
hospital in Erbil, Iraq. There they also met their 
grandfather who also had been visiting them in 
the camp in Syria. It has also been announced that 
they will be able to move back to Gothenburg. A 
happy story for these seven children, but what is 
going to happen with all the other Swedish chil-
dren in similar situations? The Swedish prime 
minister Stefan Löven has announced that each 
case like this needs to be handled individually but 
that the children are innocent and deserves to go 
home. Å

3.

4.

   3. stuck in camp 2. pope francis taking stands

Photo: wikipedia
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Guest writer 
Name: Giulia Masciavé
Studies: Media and Communications  Age: 25

Marielle Franco 
Presente

On the night of March 14, 2018, the Rio de Janeiro council woman Mari-
elle Franco was brutally killed. However, one year after her execution, 

her memory and her political battles are still alive. There is still commit-
ment to discover who gave the order to silence her.

Franco was several things; a black wom-
an, human-rights activist, a council-
woman, a fighter against the power of 
the Brazilian militia and police, and a 
representative of the Rio de Janeiro 

favelas to name a few. The life of Franco could be 
summarized with many identification labels as she 
embraced each of them to build her path in Brazil-
ian politics. All her characteristics are what in the 
end got her and her driver Anderson Pedro Gomes 
killed. Nine shots were fired against her car, to si-
lence her from speaking up against the corrupted 
tactics of the Rio de Janeiro forces of order.    
 
franco had committed her entire life to stand up 
for groups that are socially excluded in Brazilian 
society and who are abused by the military groups 
in particular. These minorities and marginalised 
groups include e.g. black and indigenous people, 
the LGBTQ+ community, and favelas inhabitants. 
Franco advocated for their rights to be respect-
ed by the state which too often employed violent 
repressions against them. But how did Marielle 
Franco become a human-rights global icon?
 
her political and personal story starts in the fave-
la Maré, where she was born in 1979. Franco was 
a young woman when she joined the ‘Pre-Vestib-
ular’, a collective with the aim of helping Maré 
inhabitants, like Franco, to enter university. The 

affiliation to this social movement allowed her, not 
only to get into the Faculty of Social Sciences at 
the Catholic University of Rio de Janeiro but also, 
to engage with leftist political parties and move-
ments working on the ground to tackle economic 
inequalities and police repression. It came with 
no surprise that her master thesis focused on the 
analysis of the Peace-keeping Police Units (UPPs) 
projects. In the words of one of her professors Lia 
De Mattos Rochas, “Her work presents popular 
resistance and alternatives to produce a different 
public security which considers the livelihoods of 
this huge cohort of Brazilian citizens”.
 
franco joined the Socialism and Liberty Party 
(PSOL) and she followed Marcelo Freixo’s cam-
paign as state deputy in 2006.  She wanted to use 
her academic and personal experiences and turn 
them into a political plan in order to help minori-
ties and tackle socio-political issues going on in 
Rio de Janeiro. She was part of Freixo’s Human 
Rights Commission, where she searched for evi-
dence of mass executions by the Brazilian militia- 
paramilitary groups who use illegal security ser-
vices and violent means against those who oppose 
them. Franco was the voice of families who de-
manded faster investigations on the homicides of 
their beloved ones. She contributed to unpack the 
mafia schemes behind the construction of the sta-
diums for the World Cup and the Olympic Games. 
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Opinion

She also denounced that “order and progress” 
turned into ferocious repression of the favela’s in-
habitants to make Brazil appear less unequal and 
less poor than it actually was. Franco was always 
there, putting her heart and brilliant mind at the 
service of her community. And her people repaid 
her hard work by electing her as councilwoman of 
Rio de Janeiro in 2016.

in a country like Brazil, run by the all-male and 
all-white presidency of Michel Temer, she stood 
up, incorruptible and charismatic. When the pres-
ident ordered the militarization of the city to put 
an end to public disorder she denounced the var-
ious crimes carried out by two policemen of the 
Military Police Battalion. It was her last brave ac-
tion. She was murdered a few weeks later.
 
franco’s death did not come without reaction, 
protests arose across Brazil mourning her death 
and the work she had done for the outcasts of 
Brazil. Protesters, together with Franco’s family, 
demanded justice and transparent investigations. 
There is a fear that the murder was ordered by her 
political enemies that she worked against through 
her activism. One year later, giant graffiti paint-
ings of her, proudly smiling, are present in Brazil 

and around the world, making her a symbol for 
feminism and of the fight against any sort of state 
violence. In social media the hashtag “#Marielle-
FrancoPresente” is still used by activists and her 
party members to not let her legacy and the de-
mand for justice vanish. This slogan means that 
Marielle Franco is still present, is still alive across 
the activists and the people who got to know her 
fights before and after her death.
 
the latest investigations led to the arrest of two 
men of “The Crime Bureau”, a mysterious organi-
zation committing crimes on behalf of politicians 
and powerful groups. However, it is still unclear 
who ordered the homicide to this organization. 
Perhaps the paramilitary groups operating in the 
favelas? Perhaps a politician tied with criminal or-
ganizations? Every discovery will depend on what 
the investigative team will find out in the next 
months. 

Photo: Wikimedia Commons

 the truth about Marielle Franco’s murder might 
never be unfolded. But her battles, her speeches 
and her passion remain as a reminder for those 
who keep fighting in her name and for the sake of 
Brazil’s people. Å
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UPf travel committee
Tbilisi, Georgia april 2019
During this trip we met politicians, students and many other people dedi-
cated to their work. One thing they all had in common was a commitment 
to what appeared to the committee to be, the very bright future of Georgia. 

Thank you for this time Georgia, hope to see you soon again.

Photos: UPF Travel Committee
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THE CLASH

VsThe palme investigation THE mueller report 

investigations
“It’s a whole big fat hoax.” One of the many things that 
President Trump has said about the Mueller report in-

vestigating if people in Trump’s campaign conspired with 
Russia to help Trump. It’s a whole big fat hoax could also 
be said about the investigation trying to solve the murder 
of Swedish prime minister Olof Palme. Let’s have a look 
and see which investigation will take the crown in the 

clash of investigations. 

Round

Winner

1
outcome

Round

2
blockbusters

Round

3
conspiracies

?

?

?
? ?

?

33 years ago Palme was shot to death. 33 years of 
intense investigations led to one conviction. So 
was the murder solved? Answer: No. Christer Pet-
terson was convicted for the murder in 1989 but 
freed the same year. Ironically one of the current 
investigator’s name is Krister Petterson. Coinci-
dence? Might be a big fat hoax. The investigation 
takes nine years to read; 130 persons have admitted 
to killing Palme, and the so-called Palme Group is 
still investigating the murder. So do we still have a 
criminal on the run? Probably. Job well done. 

When special counsel Robert Mueller was appointed 
Trump said: “OMG this is terrible. This is the end of 
my presidency. I’m fucked.” The quote doesn’t reek 
of innocence. Mueller report concludes: There was 
no conspiracy between the Trump campaign and 
Russian operations to influence the 2016 election. 
Furthermore, no obstruction of justice from Trump. 
Well, according to the report there might have been 
attempts to obstruct justice from President Trump 
but the attempts failed. So what does that mean? Is 
Trump a great guy? No, he is just a bad criminal. 

Trailer: One man set out to take down the most in-
fluential person in the world; The President of The 
United States. Starring Johnny Depp in the part of 
Donald Trump and George Clooney playing Robert 
Mueller. A high stakes political thriller. I am sure 
Johnny Depp would nail the famous facial expres-
sions and hand movements of Trump and George 
Clooney does kind of look like Muller. The only prob-
lem is that it’s not yet done, nor is it in the pipeline. 
But I would definitely watch it. 

The mockumentary “The Palme group takes a 
long lunch break” recently aired. It portraits the 
reheated joke that the Palme group don’t have a lot 
on their plate since the clues from the 33-year-old 
murder have cooled off. Ten minutes of watch-
ing the Palme group playing ping-pong, avoiding 
questions on what they do on a regular day and 
disappearing for a three-hour long lunch break 
still fills a humorous purpose. Should be nominat-
ed for Palme d’Or.

Palme was a leading figure fighting against apart-
heid. One leading theory is that the South African 
Bureau of State Security, with the cool abbreviation 
BOSS, are the ones responsible for the murder. The 
so-called police trail is also an interesting theo-
ry suggesting that the police were involved in the 
murder. It would make sense regarding how little 
the investigation has led to. Others suspects that 
conspiracies have brought up: George Bush, Augus-
to Pinochet, and the Bussman; a man who said he 
was going to kill Palme to a fellow bus passenger. 

ISAK FRITZON

The QAnon conspiracy has some interesting 
thoughts. QAnon believes that Barack Obama, Hil-
lary Clinton and others are planning a coup while 
simultaneously involved as members of an interna-
tional child sex trafficking network. According to this 
idea, the Mueller investigation is actually a counter-
coup led by Donald Trump, who pretended to collude 
with Russia in order to hire Robert Mueller to secret-
ly investigate the Democrats. They claim to have real 
evidence. 

It’s a hard pick but as I like to praise hard work and dedication, the Mueller Report can’t pos-
sibly stack up against the biggest murder investigation ever. It might still be a big fat hoax but 

the Palme group are trying their best despite being mocked and not doing any real progress. For 
me, the Palme investigation takes the crown in a clash of investigations. Hopefully, they will 

find the one responsible one day and finally take a permanent lunch break.  
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Passion and Global Politics: 
A Conversation Series

How can we understand today’s 

global collective body of anxiety? The 

fear of the other? War and hostility? 

How do politics of passion contribute to strife 

and conflict? To ethnic and sectarian 

categorizations? To loyalties and alliances? 

What is the emotive component of critique, 
protest and mobilization, challenging authoritarian regimes and power relations? 

How is passion interrelated with politics 

of displacement? With senses of 

uncertainty, experiences of persecution, 

the loss of a national home?

And how may affect simultaneously 
work toward strengthening people’s 
sense of belonging and public intimacy?

In order to reflect on such questions, and with the hope of generating new ones, The Center for
Middle Eastern Studies at Lund University is bringing together five prominent international
scholars for conversations with Associate Professor Maria Frederika Malmström.

September, 30th, 2019: Arjun Appadurai
October, 15th, 2019: Farha Ghannam
October, 31th, 2019: Charles Hirshkind
November, 7th, 2019: Stefania Pandolfo
December, 12th, 2019: Jessica Winegar

17:00-19:00, Eden Lecture Hall
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focus: women
With this issue, we wanted to explore the contested questions 
surrounding women. Women, a topic often researched and dis-
cussed. We have articles ranging from general questions re-
garding women such as the double burden to more specific ques-
tions such as transgender women in sports. Women are often 
overlooked in politics, foreign affairs, professional life and life 
in general. This is why we chose the theme women.
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TRANSGENDER ATHLETES 
ASKING THE RIGHT QUESTIONS

FEATURE
STUART STOKELD

Photo: Flickr
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Martina Navratilova, widely considered as one of the best 
female tennis players of all time, recently sparked a contro-
versial debate about the inclusion and treatment of trans-

gender athletes in women’s sports. 

Navratilova stated: “I am happy to 
address a transgender woman in 
whatever form she prefers, but I 
would not be happy to compete 
against her. It would not be fair.” 

navratilova has a long history of fighting for 
equality in sport, coming out as lesbian in 1981 and 
campaigning for gay rights ever since. Her friend 
and coach Renee Richards, previously Richard 
Raskin, was one of the first transgender tennis 
players in the late 70s. This was a time where the 
pair were routinely discriminated against by the 
media, fellow players and fans. However, Navra-
tilova’s comments resulted in her removal from 
Athlete Ally, an LGBTQ advocacy group, who de-
scribed her comments as transphobic. Dr Rachel 
McKinnon, the first transgender world champion 
cyclist, followed up by arguing that the comments 
were based on the “myth of an advantage” trans 
athletes have over their cis gender counterparts. 
The sensitive nature of this issue requires a dis-
cussion that respects the intersection of sport, so-
ciety and gender, as well as ideas of fairness, equal-
ity and discrimination.

a common idea that surrounds the arena of mod-
ern competitive sports is that athletic competition 
transcends human social difference, a person’s 
performance is the only thing that matters. How-
ever, in many sports, participants are segregat-
ed into categories based on characteristics such 

as weight or age classes, factors that affect their 
physical capabilities. This separation is general-
ly uncontroversial and is seen to foster broader 
participation and maintain an aspect of fair play. 
Women are separated from men, in the same way, 
to preserve the integrity of athletic competition, 
values that can be described as internal to sports. 
However, they are also separated based on external 
values that relate to broader social norms, partic-
ularly notions of equality and anti-discrimination. 
For example, elite sports is a space that through-
out history women have fought to be included in, 
through the desire to receive equal access to the 
benefits that it brings, regardless of gender. 

a key point that seems to frame the debate around 
the treatment of transgender athletes is the per-
ceived mutual exclusivity of these values. Solu-
tions that meet sports internal values tend to rest 
on the importance of biological sex as a marker for 
categorisation, and therefore athletes are separat-
ed in this way to ensure fairness. However, focus 
on external values prioritise equality and protec-
tion from discrimination for emerging forms of 
gender identity and expression. These are multi-
ple and form a spectrum that challenges the sim-
ple categorisation of male and female. 

this leads to the important question of which val-
ues should be prioritised, and whether it is possi-
ble to work towards both?
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consider the cases of Terry Miller and Andraya 
Yearwood, two 17 year old transgender female 
athletes who have been dominating state track 
competition in Connecticut, alternating between 
1st and 2nd spots in most events. The state athlet-
ic commission (CIAC), legally gives athletes the 
right to compete based on their gender identity, 
rather than biological sex. However, the success 
of the pair has led to some students and parents 
calling for a change in the rules. Selina Soule, who 
came third in the qualifying race behind Miller 
and Yearwood, argues “We all know the outcome 
of the race before it even starts; it’s demoralizing,” 
she said. “I fully support and am happy for these 
athletes for being true to themselves. They should 
have the right to express themselves in school, 
but athletics have always had extra rules to keep 
the competition fair.” This mirrors the argument 
shown in Navratilova’s quote, which prioritises 
the internal values of sport and it’s right to impose 
“extra rules” around transgender athletes. These 

cases show a double standard between the discus-
sion around gender identity and its expression in 
social contexts, versus in the context of athletics 
where gender separation is commonly used to try 
and achieve fair competition.

therefore, a focus on the rules, rather than in-
dividuals, is important. The criticism levelled at 
Yearwood and Miller, particularly from right wing 
leaning political pundits and media outlets likens 
the pair’s success to “male athletes taking over a 
female space”. It is important to recognize that 
we are talking about two 17 year olds striving for 
sporting excellence, absolutely within the bound-
aries of their school and state rules. Singling them 
out and attacking their gender identity is unfair 
and does nothing to advance a nuanced conver-
sation. This is taken further by the case of Mack 
Beggs, a high school wrestler in Texas currently 
undergoing hormone therapy for gender reassign-
ment from female to male. Beggs is campaigning 



19.

Photo: Flickr

to compete in the male division, however, Texas 
rules only allow participation based on biological 
sex. 

it is clear that the rules should be in place to pro-
tect and encourage participation from these indi-
viduals, rather than subjecting them to discrimi-
nation.

another important aspect that frames the debate 
is the idea that fairness is undermined by the in-
herent advantage given to trans athletes. This is 
more the case with male-female transitioning in-
dividuals, given that biological male and female 
bodies develop at different rates. The presence of 
testosterone during growth, particularly puberty, 
accounts for much of these differences. In males, 
testosterone drives an increase in muscle size and 
strength, bone size and density, tensile strength of 
ligaments and connective tissue, and an increase 
in red blood cells. This results in an estimated 10% 

plus athletic performance advantage. However, 
during male-female transition therapy, hormones 
such as testosterone are suppressed and replaced 
with female hormones such as estrogen. Studies 
suggest that during this phase, athletic perfor-
mance drops significantly. This has led to most 
athletic commissions preventing competition un-
til 2 years of therapy is completed. However al-
ternative research suggests that residual benefits, 
such as the size and structure of the skeletal frame, 
remain.

the important question, therefore, is to what ex-
tent does transition therapy negate these factors?
This complex debate is about how sports and so-
ciety can attempt to do right by everyone, through 
providing fair and safe competition, and avoiding 
discrimination and stigmatisation for all athletes, 
regardless of gender. The ability to provide solu-
tions rests on the capacity to hold a nuanced dis-
cussion that asks the right questions. Å



Feminism and
Development
the neglect of socia
 differences

l and cultural

Societies are inherently different; this might sound obvious. However, it’s 
often overlooked or ignored in the development context and within some 
feminist movements. Many approaches fail to acknowledge social differ-

ences and cultural peculiarities.

In a small village in Kenya, a western de-
velopment agency decided to build a hand 
pump to spare women fetching the water 
from the nearby river.  They planned and 
implemented the project without engaging 

the local community and investigating their social 
practices. To their surprise, women in that com-
munity never used the hand pump, but instead 
continued to walk 2 kilometres for water. When 
asked why they didn’t use the pump, the reason 
was that they prefer fetching water in groups. For 
them, it’s a social event, an occasion to be away 
from their kids, their husbands, and be together 
chatting and having a good time, something that 
they didn’t want to trade for comfort. This is a sim-

ple example of intervening without understanding 
the social context. There are many other occasions 
showing how development programs are causing 
more harm by disrupting the social peace. This is 
due to a lack of understanding of the intricate so-
cial structures, norms, values, and traditions.

communities are inherently different in origin 
and in their way of evolution. Structures have 
evolved quite differently from each other, hence 
it’s very difficult to be governed by the same rules 
and measured by the same indicators. The peculiar 
evolution path for each society results in distinct 
social dynamics, a set of norms, values, and social 
roles. These roles, with its associated responsibil-
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ities and rights cannot be standardized into one 
normative reference. This ultimately constructs 
the society in a very sensitive complex manner, so 
that any unbalanced disruption in these structures 
disrupt social peace in a destructive manner. More 
importantly, due to cultural peculiarities, societies 
have different issues and struggles that are unique 
to them. This is a natural characteristic of all so-
cieties, and the assumption that all societies have 
the same problems and issues is simplifying and 
incorrect.

many of the western ideas and prompts of ad-
dressing societal issues are originating from a 
fundamentally different mindset. The nature of 
society cannot but to affect the way of thinking 
when approaching social issues. Individuality 
and self-centered mindset are defining factors in 
constructing relationships within western soci-
eties. Individuals tend to cluster in smaller seg-
ments and groups that they can identify more 

with, because of a shared history or struggle. On 
the contrary, in most of the developing countries, 
individuals tend to think of themselves as a part 
of a bigger collective and they gain their value, 
recognition, and identity from that collective. So-
ciety, in this case, is a collective of individuals with 
common values, norms, and traditions.  Therefore, 
the word “society” in different social settings im-
plies different dynamics, roles, responsibilities, 
and boundaries. This difference should carefully 
be studied and accommodated when planning for 
interventions.

also, equating Wealthy societies with a particular 
functioning social system seriously undermines 
local needs and aspirations. It only serves a small 
proportion of humans due to the diverse nature of 
societies. In the global north, the approach sought 
was often to think of instigating social change us-
ing economic measures, also a fundamental differ-
ence. When addressing social issues, economy is 
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certainly one of the governing factors in shaping 
societies and its social structures. That’s why one 
of the three primary paradigms in sociology (the 
conflict theory by Marx) could be seen as analyz-
ing societies through economic lenses. However, 
despite its analytical and interpretive capacity for 
a number of social models, it failed to provide a 
convincing explanation for other models outside 
its cultural system.  Simply because the dynamics, 
the impetus for social interactions and change are 
different.

looking at Women positions in various societies 
equipped with social understanding will greatly 
impact the approach. It will help recognizing the 
differences in their struggles between the global 
north and the global south (if we allow for gen-
eralization). This is often what some institutions 
and development agencies with approaches cen-
tred on “western” frameworks fail to recognize 
and acknowledge in their discourse when inter-
vening. Some foreground feminist movements in 
the world today also fail to recognize the peculiar-
ity of women struggles around the world as part 
of societal issues. That’s because they fall in as-
suming identicality in social settings. It addresses 
women issues as if they are the same everywhere, 
and their discourse imposes certain defences and 
arguments which are not necessarily valid every-
where. Therefore, many female activist move-
ments in regions far from the west have several ob-
jections that led them somehow to separate their 
struggle from the mainstream movements.

on the other side, women rights issues are buzz-
words used to attract attention. Women’s strug-

gles are exploited by organizations in the global 
south to obtain funding. Unfortunately, this leads 
to importing the same problems that donors can 
relate to - to attract funding- and it doesn’t neces-
sarily have to be the reality. Approaching a certain 
society with presumed problems and imported 
pre-described solutions will not work, but rather 
disrupt the social peace, the little that this society 
has.  It ruins the existing social structures, which 
are not necessarily bad, without providing an effi-
cient alternative. Structures that have been func-
tioning well for very long, and proven efficient 
with some peculiar flaws that are, like in any other 
society, natural. Those inherent flaws need to be 
recognized in order for society to move forward.

generally, the assumption of similar societal 
problems, struggles, and importing blueprint solu-
tions without investigating the social intricacies, 
In addition to assuming a linear path of  develop-
ment for different societies have been proven in-
efficient. It failed to deliver social justice and sus-
tainable development. Contrarily, it disturbs social 
peace and creates new problems that are foreign 
to the society. Moreover, failing to acknowledge 
cultural peculiarities when addressing women’s 
struggles by some feminist movements will lead to 
many more  local women movements to feel un-
presented in the discussion and eventually sepa-
rate their struggle. These are some of the critiques 
for  western centred frameworks of development 
and liberal feminism movements that are getting 
more attention in the discourse. Will that change 
the discourse fast enough to fairly address women 
issues and social complexities for a fair society and 
sustainable development? Å
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Beyond the fata Morgana
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Feature
MORITZ NEUBAUER

Identical rights and duties for women and men are often seen as the first 
step towards gender equality. However, even small remaining differences 
create significant structural challenges over time. One example is to look 

at society, gender and the military in Israel.



A Fata Morgana is an optical reflection 
in the air that simulates structures 
on the horizon: the closer one gets 
to the supposed location, the more 
blurred it becomes, until it dissolves. 

Many equality-promoting policies turn out to be 
much more distinctive and problematic on closer 
inspection than from distance. Similar to the fata 
morgana of an oasis in the desert, the general army 

service in Israel shows how complex the concept 
of equal rights and obligations is within society 
and economy. 

israel is often considered as an exception in the 
Middle East, whether politically, economically or 
socially, with pivotal influence on gender equali-
ty. Politically, Israel is the only parliamentary de-
mocracy with a separation of powers, functional 
oppositions, peaceful transfer of power, freedom 
of opinion and of the press. Israel is the only “de-
veloped” and strongly growing economy without 
oil in the region, member of the OECD since 2000 
and ranks 20th in the world in terms of per capita 
income. Furthermore, it scores 22nd in the Hu-
man Development Index, often used to measure 
the functionality and quality of state institutions. 
In social terms, Israel distinguishes itself through 
a high degree of equality for all gender groups, 

acceptance of heterosexual and homosexual life-
styles, and public dialogue on the interests of 
minorities, solely rejected by the ultra-orthodox 
groups. In only a few countries are social con-
troversies and policies discussed as fiercely and 
openly in the media as in Israel.

equality and non-discrimination were basic val-
ues of the early Zionist settler movement since 
the end of the 18th century. Focused on agricul-
ture, men and women lived, worked and learned 
together - an approach close to socialist utopias 
which became the national narrative. Following 
the idea of equality, a significant proportion of 
women fought in irregular groups against the Brit-
ish mandated power. In these militias, which later 
merged into the Israeli army Zahal, the proportion 
of women was 20 percent and broadly distributed 
across all roles. This changed after the founding of 
the state of Israel in 1948. Women took on increas-
ingly supportive roles in logistics, medical sup-
port and organizational activities. Even though a 
amendment to the Military Service law states that 
“the right of women to serve in any role in the IDF 
is equal to the right of men”, less than five percent 
are deployed in active combat groups. 

today, israel is one of the few countries where 
there is compulsory military service for all. This 
takes three years for men and 21 months for child-
less women. Male reservists are drafted up to the 
age of 45 several weeks per year as reserve services 
and training. The reservist service also applies to 
unmarried or childless women up to the age of 24. 
There is thus an essential difference in the official 
duties between men and women. 

socially, the military service is regarded as part 
of growing up and an alternative is not planned. 
Not having served in the army is considered a se-
rious gap in one’s CV with a strong impact on ed-
ucation and occupation. In addition to this poten-
tial stigma, however, it is the personal networks 
formed in the army that largely determine future 
prospects. And there is a serious difference here: 
men can build up further networks through longer 
military service and longer reserve periods than 
women. Especially during their professional ca-
reers, repeated contact with military institutions 
can have a positive impact on their careers and 
often leads to new and reorienting career oppor-
tunities. 

The army is the su-
preme symbol of duty 
and as long as women 
are not equal to men in 
performing this duty, 
they have not yet ob-
tained true equality.
David Ben-Gurion, first Prime Minister of Israel

“



another reason for unequal opportunities arises 
much earlier: Already during their school years, 
gifted pupils are supported by the army in the 
areas of technology, engineering and IT. In this 
young age gaming, programming and informatics 
are more in the sphere of interest of boys. There-
fore, more boys than girls are early prepared and 
poached for the computer brigades or other spe-
cial technological units for information gathering 
and intelligence. Examples are the infamous “Unit 
8200” which is responsible for the collection of 
electronic reconnaissance data and decryption or 
“Mamram”, the central computer system of the 
army.

not only does early interest favour men, but from 
the army’s point of view a longer and more cost-in-
tensive training only pays off if the recruits can 
be actively deployed for a longer period of time. 
After working in these units, it is often possible 
to change directly from uniform to suit. Many 
IT start-ups have a military background such as 
Waze, MCQ or Check Point Software. Internation-
al data companies, banks and biotechnology com-
panies also have research labs in Israel and a great 
deal of interest in former IT officers.

the unintentional structural discrimination 
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against women within the military, which is often 
perceived as quite the opposite of discrimination, 
becomes apparent later in the labour market. Al-
though more women than men study, full-time 
women only earn on average 78 percent of what 
their male peers earned. This is ten percent less 
than the OECD average and can be partly ex-
plained by different working hours and occu-
pations. Still, taking this into account, the salary 
gap between employed men and women stagnates 
at 19 percent. One reason for this inequality lies 
above all in the rapidly growing high-tech sector 
where women accounts for only 34 percent of em-
ployees.

many similar economic trends show that small 
differences in conscription can have a large gen-
der-specific impact on economic opportunities. 
These are determined early on by school educa-
tion and training and manifest themselves with 
the increasing importance of the IT and high-tech 
sector. The idea that a state should grant equal 
rights to all citizens in return for equal duties thus 
reaches its limits in this very specific example: 
small differences in the duties demanded result in 
large discrepancies in the later possibilities. The 
fata morgana of equality is crumbling more and 
more the closer you look. Å
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The Burnout of a 
Generation

I am walking on a road I walk on every day, nothing is new, nothing has 
changed. Somewhere along the way I stop. I look around, and I have no 

idea where I am.
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Burnout. Hit the wall. Fatigue syn-
drome. Long term sick leave. Things 
we all have heard about. However, 
they do not happen to us, they do not 
happen to me. However, I am one of 

the most likely to at some point in my life suffer 
from fatigue syndrome or be burned out. I am a 
woman and I am an academic. The working group 
in Sweden with the highest rates of burnout.

sWeden is currently facing a silent epidemic. An 
epidemic that is not taken seriously by physicians, 
politicians, or society. Burn out is an increasing 
problem in Swedish society, with ages of the ones 
affected are dropping lower and lower, and wom-
en are the most affected.

being burned out, or fatigue syndrome as the 
more official name is, really means that a person 
gets several long term issues, both physical and 
psychological most often due to long term stress. 
Symptoms often last over a long time and can range 
from insomnia, waking up in the morning and still 
feeling exhausted, to anxiety and depression. But 
also, difficulties in concentrating and forgetting 
simple things such as meetings, your wallet to for-
getting the name of your friends. The psycholog-
ical symptoms are often worse than the physical, 
which are; palpitation, dizziness, long term pain 
and aching body, sensitivity for sounds, and stom-
ach problems. However, other not so common side 
effects can be hair loss, rashes, and even allergies.

fatigue syndrome has a very long recovery peri-
od. With the recovery time varying from person 
to person but can vary from a couple of months to 
several years, and in some extreme cases, there are 
those who never recover. The recovery usually en-
tails psychotherapy in some form, can also include 
pharmaceutical drugs for insomnia or depression. 
Physiotherapy is also not uncommon during re-
covery from fatigue syndrome. 

With mental health issues in general increasing 
globally there are limited spots, at least in Sweden, 
to see a therapist and to actually get the diagnosis. 
Waiting for a time with your general practitioner 
can take time and then to see a therapist there can 
be a couple of months even. There are private al-
ternatives in the mental health care where waiting 
times are much shorter, however, that also comes 
with a higher price. Which then makes it a case 
of who is able to afford mental health care. Some-
thing that affects all economic classes in society, 
even though the biggest risk group is academics.

all this shoWs that this is a serious disease and 
it should be treated as such. However, since most 
people with fatigue syndrome in Sweden are wom-
en, it is not. Many women in Sweden are burned 
out even before they enter the labour market, with 
ages reaching even down to teenagers.

sveriges television (svt) did a documentary, 
“We can’t do this”, regarding this specific topic. 
One of the women interviewed was in high school 
and was recovering from her burnout. She said: “I 
used to love the weekends because then I had 48 
hours where I could just study”. When the report-
er asked her how she would study she explained: 
“I would study until I had a panic-attack, begun 
crying and I fainted. When I would wake up, I 
went straight back to studying.”

if this does not show the immense pressure that 
young people, especially women, are under in 
contemporary Sweden, I do not know what does. 
I look around my surroundings, all my friends, 
whom whenever I ask how they are doing, the an-
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swer is always the same: “I’m really stressed out, 
but I’m good.” I am sure that for some this may 
very well be the case. But I think for many, we 
laugh it off. We are in some twisted way supposed 
to be under constant stress and pressure. 

i have noticed that most people I know at Lund 
University often study 100-150 per cent while 
working on the side or being active in a student 
organisation. Especially within social sciences 
where a job after graduation is not at all taken for 
granted, the stress of getting a better CV, forward-
ing your career to get a job at all is becoming in-
sane. Stress has probably always been around uni-
versity students and maybe it is part of the “deal” 
of getting a degree, it is not easy. However, women 
are at a major disadvantage. 

Women are expected to be outstanding academ-
ically, since being good is not enough to get a 
job or be considered at the same level as a man. 
At the same time, women most often take on an 
emotional role, both domestically but also at the 
workplace, where many people turn to women 
with mental issues, and problems that they have to 
deal with outside of their regular tasks, which men 
often do not experience. All this work and roles 
puts a lot of expectations on young women and it 
is probably a reason to why we are in the situation 
we are in today.

i am a textbook example of this. I am a so-called 
“good girl”. I get good grades, I have several obli-
gations outside of school and I have been given a 
role as emotional support to many friends and ac-
quaintances. In the end, this led to severe compli-
cations. I struggled with remembering meetings, 
assignments, even exams. I would walk on the way 
to a meeting, look up and have absolutely no idea 
where I was going. It never went far enough that 
I actually burned out. But suffering from fatigue 
syndrome is not to be taken lightly. It needs to be 
taken seriously by society and not be swept under 
the rug like so many other health issues that main-
ly affects women. We can talk all we want about 
how equal our society is, but we need to acknowl-
edge that in many cases, women are not treated 
equally to men, especially regarding health, both 
physical and mental. Sweden has a silent epidem-
ic, an epidemic of young women who may not be 
able to contribute to the workforce, which may 
very well lead to the burnout of an entire genera-
tion of women. Å  
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Time is of the essence
Gender inequality is not just an imperative social and normative ques-
tion, it is also a crucial economic challenge. The global economy suffers 

and will continue to suffer as long as women, who account for half of the 
world population, cannot achieve their full economic potential. One of the 
main barriers for work equality is the unproportional unpaid care work, 

known as the “double burden” and the stereotypes that comes with it.

Photo: Pixabay

Feature  
Erlend Malmer
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In recent decades we have witnessed a de-
crease in the gender divisions of the work-
force and many industries and businesses 
have welcomed gender equality and wit-
nessed an increasing number of women in 

their workforce. Keeping women away from the 
workforce is not just a ill-advised idea, it is also 
economically negative. Christine Lagarde, Head of 
the International Monetary Fund, stated that the 
economy will increase as much as 9% in Japan, 5% 
in the US and 27% in India if the whole women 
working potential was utilized. Yet, there is a neg-
ative correlation between income and level of gen-
der inequality in unpaid care work. Unpaid care 
work disproportionately affect women, based on 
the fact that social norms deems this type of work 
a woman’s prerogative. Women spend two to ten 
hours more than men occupied with unpaid care 
work every week. Every hour someone (statisti-
cally women) spend on unpaid care work leaves 
less time that could potentially be spent on paid 
work, vocational skills or investing time in her ed-
ucation. 

unpaid care Work is an important factor for the 
economy, your well-being and the well-being of 
others. Caring for one’s family, cooking, cleaning, 
childcare and caring for the elderly and sick are all 
features that are prerequisites in a modern society. 
These types of unpaid work are often ignored in 
politics because they are deemed too hard to mea-
sure compared to paid labour. The international 
consulting company Mckinsey believes that this 
unpaid care work accounts for the equivalent of 
13% of worldwide GDP, roughly 10 trillion US-dol-
lars. 

WorldWide, only half of the working-age women 
are employed. Lagarde proclaims that full partici-
pation of women in the workforce is an economic 
game changer, comparing only having half of the 
population working is like an airline pilot flying 
with one engine. In Iraq, women in the workforce 
give up as much as 10,5 weeks per year for unpaid 
care work. Sweden, which is considered one of the 
most egalitarian countries in the work, the differ-
ence was still at 1,7 weeks. 

Women’s disproportionate share of this unpaid 
care work has a direct negative impact on their 
ability to participate in the paid economy, leading 
to gender gaps in employment outcomes. 41% of 

those currently inactive women are outside the la-
bour market because of their unpaid care respon-
sibilities. Before World War II, Norway, Sweden 
and Denmark accounted for unpaid care work in 
the national GDP, but stopped after the UN stan-
dardization of national accounts and now these 10 
trillion dollars are unaccounted for in GDP.

it is not enough that this is unfair. There is also 
an additional negative side to the disproportionate 
division of unpaid care work. Sociological studies 
reveal that the patriarchal organizational life re-
inforces the notion that male stereotypes are the 
“ideal worker” and the women being the “good 
mother” and that these two are incompatible. The 
idea of the good mother is that she would place 
her children before all, drop all engagements and 
responsibility to care for the children, which is 
very time-consuming, labour-intensive and emo-
tionally absorbing. The double burden brings 
much more strain on the individual, and therefore 
some employers might not want to hire a woman, 
feeling that they cannot handle the workload due 
to the unpaid care work. Employers can, therefore, 
think that a woman worker is likely to focus less 
on paid work and more on family related work 
and therefore might have higher absence. Socio-
logical studies find that hiring discrimination is 
mostly based on stereotypes, rather than reality. 
These are both descriptive stereotypes, based on 
personal knowledge of men and women’s typical 
skills, and prescriptive, which is a more cultural 
stereotype such as personal beliefs what men and 
women ought to do. So not only do women have 
less time for education, paid work or vocational 
skills, they might also be discriminated on the la-
bour market due to this double time burden and 
the stereotypes surrounding it.

Women With children receive fewer interview 
call-backs than women without any children - 
based the aforementioned stereotypes that wom-
en with children would be less focused on work, 
more absent and would let her work suffer for the 
sake of unpaid care work. Importantly, in many 
cases it is not just hiring discrimination that is a 
barrier for women. Many women actively choose 
low-wage part-time jobs to handle the time-con-
suming and labour-intensive unpaid care work 
that is socially embedded. 

in some parts of the world, electrification and eas
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ier access to water are suggested to alleviate the 
situation, combined with longer school days and 
the possibility of pre-school admission for young-
er children. These are measures that would make 
unpaid care work easier. It would create a situa-
tion where unpaid care workers would have more 
time to get an education and spend time applying 
for jobs, but as long as the unpaid care work is un-
equal, it is not a complete solution to the problem. 

in other parts of the world, social infrastructure 
creates a difference. Affordable childcare is one 
measure that has been proved to have a strong cor-
relation to female employment. Childcare reduces 
the responsibilities at home and more time can be 
put on paid work. Promotion of gender equality is 

also an important factor for the equal distribution 
of unpaid care work. A recent study shows that 
households where unpaid care work is equally di-
vided between the parents, the children of those 
households have an equal division, of unpaid care 
work, in their future households. Similarly, daugh-
ters of mothers who work have a higher probabili-
ty of getting employed. 

there has been more and more focus on the gen-
der inequality in the workplace, uncovering some 
of the main barriers such as unpaid care work, 
which might create solutions to treat this issue 
more wholesome, which can lead to effective re-
sponses. Å
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INTERVIEW
FREDRIK FAHLMAN

Dagens Nyheter editorial office. Photo: Fredrik Fahlman
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Lotta Härdelin has been a photographer for the Swedish daily Da-
gens Nyheter since 1993. Recently she won several photojournalis-
tic awards. She had just returned from a reporting assignment to Syr-
ia when she meets The Perspective at the editorial office in Stockholm. 

“Nothing went right on this trip. Prior to 
this I have worked intensely for the past 
four or five months. To be honest I’m quite 
exhausted.”

In terms of recognition those months have paid 
off. Recently Härdelin was granted the Nils Horn-
er-prize, a prestigious award given to foreign cor-
respondents, and won several prizes for her pho-
tography while covering last year’s tsunami and 
earthquake in Indonesia.

Härdelin originates from Örebro, two hours west 
of Stockholm. At the age of 16 she saw that the lo-
cal paper was hiring a “youth-editor”, upon which 
she handed in a portfolio with photos of her mom 
and dog. “I was probably the only one applying, 
but I got the job”, she says laughingly.

She learned the basics of photography at that pa-
per while covering local events and sports. When 
she moved to Stockholm after high school, she 
was employed on a short-term contract at a stock 
photo news agency. They were cooperating with 
Dagens Nyheter, where she was employed in 1993 
and has worked ever since.

A week before this interview she came back from 
a ten day trip to northeastern Syria, where she re-
ported on the children of Swedish IS-fighters.

How was your recent assignment?

– We had so much bad luck during it. The original 
plan was to interview captured Swedish IS-fight-
ers, doing a story on the children was my idea. At 
first when we arrived at the Iraqi-Syrian border 
the river had overflowed and the bridge was under 
water. We were stuck there for a few days. When 
we came into Syria, we learned that due to some 
diffuse “security situation”, we would not get ac-
cess to any of the prisons, hospitals or camps.

– Instead we headed to Baghouz, where the final 
battles against IS were waged, but our escorts can-
celled our trip halfway due to an imminent sand-
storm and the increased risks of suicide bombings 
that meant. The checkpoint we were supposed to 
pass was actually attacked by a suicide bomber lat-
er that day.

–The same thing happened when we were sup-
posed to interview a senior politician, but almost 
in the last minute got access to the camps where 
the children were and went there instead. The 
politician’s office was bombed the very moment 
we were supposed to be there. The trip was very 
difficult overall.

After experiencing so many conflict zones, 
what is it like adapting to life in Sweden again?

– It’s a constant struggle. We have a great system 
with debriefings, so before I went to Iraq and Syria 
it was already planned that I would see a trauma 
counselor upon returning home. It’s also import-
ant to know yourself and know how you react to 
certain situations. For example, neither of us were 

Life of a war photographer

“The politician’s office 
was bombed the very 
moment we were sup-
posed to be there.
– Lotta Härdelin, regarding a planned meet-
ing with a politician in Syria.
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tired when we got home, even though we slept on 
average four hours a night for ten days. We were 
still in some kind of survival mode. It’s first now, 
after a week, that I am starting to feel tired.

– Family is incredibly important to cope with the 
stress. Coming home to my husband and three 
kids gives me a whole different focus. Helping my 
children do homework in physics, sort out sports 
clothes and make packed lunch puts the mind on 
other things. That’s helping.

How has the role of a photojournalist changed 
since you became one?

– The difference is huge. When I came to Dagens 
Nyheter we were only two female photographers. 
We were seen as a bit weird back then. Despite 
us sharing neither looks nor style, we were often 
confused for one another. In the nineties I was the 
only woman working with sports, and one of the 
few women assigned to work in conflict zones. 
Now it’s different. Today in Gaza you would see 
close to an even amount of male and female pho-
tographers.

Your depiction of a floating mosque in Indo-
nesia was recently prized in the Foreign News 
category for the Swedish Photo of the Year. 
Tell us more about that trip.

– That trip was also really difficult. As the flights 
were cancelled to supply aid for the area we had to 
take six different flights to get there, so we arrived 
very fatigued. While there was no place to stay and 
we had difficulties acquiring even basic commodi-
ties, we managed to find a fixer [local person work-
ing with journalists] and with his help we found a 
driver. The driver’s sister offered to host us and we 

Right now I think that 
it’s worth it. It feels 
meaningful.

“
– Lotta Härdelin, considering the positive 
and negative aspects of her profession.

Going through her photos from Syria. Photo: Fredrik Fahlman
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stayed with her for two nights. On the third night 
there was a second earthquake, with an epicenter 
just where we were, and our boss decided to fly us 
home.

– I took the photo the second day we were there. 
I had seen this mosque in daylight and wondered 
what it would look like during a sunrise. I con-
vinced the reporter that it was reasonable to sleep 
three hours and then go find the floating mosque.

What would you say are good qualities for a 
photojournalist?

– I honestly still ask myself that question. I don’t 
think that it’s solely about photojournalism, but 
more about whatever you do in life you truly have 
to appreciate it. You’re never going to do a good job 
if you prioritize the money or what others think. 

– Teamwork is of course also vital. I always think 
that I should not only bring the best out of me, but 
also bring the best out of the people around me. 
Especially for for the jobs I am doing now, I find 
it important to have a strong inner compass. With 
that said I still often wonder if it’s worth the risk.

Is it worth it?

– I don’t know. I take it month by month. Right 
now I think that it’s worth it. It feels meaningful.

Lotta pauses, collecting her thoughts.

– At least the world is not getting worse by what 
I am doing. There are many things I could work 
with but I want to believe that I am making the 
world at least a slightly better place. I don’t know 
if I am, but at least it’s not getting worse.

What advice would you give to aspiring photo-
journalists?

– Pursue you dream. Especially if you are inter-
esting in expressing yourself in different mediums 
like writing, filming, photographing, there are so 
many possibilities today to do so. On the other 
hand the competition is strong. You need to be 
prepared to not always have a steady income. That 
being said, the profession has never been as inter-
esting as it is today. Å

The floating mosque in Indonesia. Photo: Lotta Härdelin
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All hail mother Georgia
Georgia: a country at a crossroad, where archaic values 
from a lasting Soviet imprint test the boundaries of hu-
man rights. A country painted to me as a romantic middle 
ground between the east and west, as a glorification of hope 
amongst a population fighting for a better future, yet with-

out a doubt, still a hotspot of injustice towards women. 

REPORTAGE
ABRISHAM AHMADZADEH

Kartlis Deda monument in 
Georgia’s capital Tbilisi.
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April 2019: UPF Lund goes to Geor-
gia. Our first day hosts a 3.5-hour 
walking tour, that peaks at the top 
of Tbilisi’s highest point, Sololaki 
hill, at the foot of Mother Georgia, 

or Kartlis Deda. As I gaze up at the giant statue’s 
dominating figure with its recently added bust, I 
note the cup in one hand, and sword in the other, 
to welcome friends and intimidate strangers. Her 
power recalls the myth of Medea, a mother who 
through her own wit and wiles, stole the golden 
fleece for Jason and his Argonauts, from her own 
father. In return, he leaves her for a princess, and 
her reputation is destroyed, prompting her to kill 
her own children, and flying off in a golden chari-
ot. Medea was from Georgia. 

Without much prior knowledge of the country 
or the Caucasus region in general, I stared up at 
Kartilis Deda with great respect for what to me 
seemed to represent a matriarchal society. It took 
less time than I thought to smash this idealistic 
vision of a society which respects the power and 
importance of women. From the young women, 
I spoke to amongst the city’s evening sparkling 
lights and music in the distance, to the lack of 
women in corporate positions in the countless of-
fices we visited, it was clear that women in Geor-
gia are underrepresented. 

for me, much of the week had been building up 
to our meeting with Kvinna till Kvinna, a Swed-
ish NGO working heavily in Georgia, Armenia 
and Azerbaijan. Whilst we were able to drop in 
questions here and there regarding the quality 
of life for women and the LGBTQ+ community 
elsewhere, this was where we would really get an-
swers. We were met by Ana Nemisitsverize-Dan-
iels and Regina Jegorova-Askerova in true Swed-
ish style at their Tbilisi office, with a bountiful fika 
table. We settled in with a cup of coffee, and we 
were definitely not prepared for what we learned 
in the ensuing 2 hours. 

they started by introducing themselves as an 
‘international women’s group working for peace 
and equality’ with the main focus for women in 
war-torn areas, whether the war was in the past 
or ongoing. The last open warfare in Georgia was 
in 2008, as well as intermittent conflict occurring 
between Azerbaijanis and Armenians in the wid-
er region throughout the 20th century. Kvinna till 

Kvinna have been active in the area for 15 years, 
supporting women in the breakaway and frozen 
zones throughout Armenia and Azerbaijan, more 
specifically in Abkhazia and South Ossetia, both of 
which are a large focus for human rights groups 
throughout Georgia and came up frequently in 
our meetings, due to serious ethical conflicts. Ana 
described to us how women are excluded from 
peace process discussions, despite being the most 
vulnerable to ensuing conflict. She claimed the at-
mosphere of discrimination is so prominent due to 
the vast range of cultures and languages through-
out the region, with different scriptures and his-
tories, values and mythologies. This has its roots 
in years of occupation, in a small valley surround-
ed by three of the biggest historical superpowers: 
Russia, Turkey and Iran. 

our jaWs dropped as she expanded on the spe-
cific cases of injustice towards gender and sexu-
al minorities throughout the Caucuses, and their 
endeavours to help. First to plant its impact was 
the idea of sex-selective abortions. Traditionally 
throughout Georgia, male foetuses will be prior-
itised over females, due to lasting Soviet familial 
structures, that require men to stay at home and 
provide for the rest of the family as they age. 
Women, however, are expected to move into the 
husband’s family home, and most likely take over 
the role as the head of the house from the groom’s 
mother. The same tradition renders any attempts 
to liberate women as futile, as she will still be ex-
pected to care for her husband’s family, all gener-
ations of which continue to reside under one roof. 
Whilst external parties are trying to work against 
said selective abortions, the overriding power of 
the Orthodox church is hard to curb. Regina told 
us the results of recent national opinion polls 
showed 95% of the population would put total 
trust in the head of the church over the govern-
ment body. Last year, the majority of parliament 
were affiliated with Georgian Orthodoxy. The 
church is known for promising baptism to every 
third child in a family, encouraging population 
growth and pro-life policies. This has resulted in 
a 12% population increase. The church’s overrid-
ing power throughout the country means that any 
liberal members or political activists are swiftly 
repressed, silenced, or removed from power. Ex-
treme religious views within the doctrine of the 
Georgian Orthodox Church result in early mar-
riages and the reinforcement of traditional values. 



This means it is impossible to be 
openly gay in Georgia, and the do-
mestic conditions are sub-par.  

every second Woman in Georgia ex-
periences some form of domestic 
violence. With a government that 
doesn’t recognise any form of abuse 
other than that physical, this statistic 
is all the more shocking. The Human 
Rights centre in Tbilisi told us that 
since 2012, the largest human rights 
issue in Georgia has been violence 
against women. Their statistics on 
femicide rates highlighted the hor-
rific living conditions for the ma-
jority of women, whilst there is still 
not a notion to tackle it in national 
law. Kvinna till Kvinna told us that 
in the Caucasus region, even the 
word gender is considered a swear 
word and minorities are simply not 
being represented. 

When i asked Regina and Ana about my initial 
instinct of a matriarchal society, questioning the 
presence of the mother Georgia statue, and the 
local pride of being the home of Medea, they 
laughed in my face. They said this was just an-
other way of keeping women in their place. The 
glorification here goes to the role of the mother, 
or the ‘producer of the future fighters’, not to the 
women of Georgia. Only those who marry and re-
produce for a living are hailed as great, and those 
who do not provide for their country in this way, 
such as single women or lesbians, are at the 
brunt of rampant hate crime. They agreed with 
my confusion; women are at the centre of most 
Georgian tradition, be it the famous Georgian 
toast thanking mothers, or the aforementioned 
mythological legends, but this is not for their 
gender, but rather their fertility. Realistically, 
Medea is shamed for murdering her two young 
sons, the future fighters of her nation, rather 
than celebrated for standing up for herself. Å 

Sunset over Tbilisi Photos by Abrisham Ahmadzadeh
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Thelma Aldana
A new sun may be rising in Guatemala 

FEATURE
ZACKARIAS BLAD



41.

Two things have long been insufficient in Guatemala; rule of 
law and politicians who advocate women’s rights. Though the 
last couple of years, a new figure has emerged in Guatemalan 
politics. Thelma Aldana, a former Attorney General known for 
her antigraft crusade and promotion of women’s rights, is now 
running for president. Can she bring something new to the ta-
ble or is she yet another politician who will engage in murky 

business under the table?

Thelma Aldana is a beginner neither 
in politics nor law. Prior to her ap-
pointment to the position of Attor-
ney General, she was the president of 
the Supreme Court. During her time 

serving in the country’s highest jurisprudential 
body, she helped establish a network of special 
tribunals and courts. Their objective was to bring 
justice to the victims of femicide; the intentional 
murdering of women because they are women.

the reason Why Aldana felt that these special 
courts were necessities requires some political and 
historical context. Guatemala has a much-trou-
bled past. A CIA-backed coup to overthrow Jacobo 
Arbenz Guzman in 1954 threw Guatemala into po-
litical turmoil which ignited three decades of civil 
war. Following the coup came a succession of mil-
itary rulers who set out to eliminate leftist insur-
gents. The war claimed more than 200,000 lives. 

according to a 1999 report by the UN-backed 
Truth Commission, the state security forces com-
mitted rape in a systematic manner throughout 
the war. This resulted in unspeakable traumas and 

a bitter collective social memory among the thou-
sands of affected women. More than a million men 
were trained and ordered to perform these griev-
ous acts and when they returned home they were 
given no help to readjust. This is regarded as one 
reason to why Guatemala today has the third high-
est femicide rate in the world. Helen Mack of the 
Myrna Mack Foundation, an organization trying 
to reform the judicial system to help end violence 
and impunity in the country, says that when the 
perpetrators returned back home they redirected 
their aggressions towards their wives, mothers 
and girlfriends. This, she says, created a vicious 
culture of violence towards women and expecta-
tions of impunity. 

by establishing courts specialized in femicide Al-
dana pushed for accountability by trying to eradi-
cate the high levels of impunity for the crime. The 
effort has shown some results. According to statis-
tics compiled by UN Women, a UN entity dedicat-
ed to gender equality, the new special courts set up 
by Mrs Aldana have been noticeably efficient com-
pared to the regular courts often lacking the re-
quired special expertise. As the Attorney General, 

Photo: Wikimedia
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she allocated more resources to the prosecutions 
of the sexual crimes committed under the dicta-
torship in the 1980s. Regarding this issue, Aldana 
expressed that “women were the main victims of 
our armed conflict, but this remains a patriarchal 
culture, so it hasn’t gotten as much attention.” 

since 2014, When she became the Attorney Gen-
eral, Aldana has also been in the forefront of a 
long-anticipated anticorruption campaign. In the 
political ruckus Guatemala was thrown into after 
the civil war, no party has managed to grow par-
ticularly strong. In this patchwork of politics, cor-
ruption has blossomed. In 2006 the UN and the 
Guatemalan government together established The 
International Commission Against Impunity in 

Guatemala (CICIG) with the objective to identify 
and dismantle powerful clandestine armed groups 
and assist Guatemalan state institutions. In 2015 
Aldana, together with CICIG, exposed president 
Otto Pérez Molina’s criminal activities as the head 
of a vast customs fraud ring, a prosecution that lat-
er ousted him out of office. Before leaving office 
in 2018, Aldana pursued the incumbent president 
Jimmy Morales for alleged campaign finance vio-
lations. He denies any malpractices. As a result of 
Aldana’s close work with CICIG combating cor-
ruption, the people have awakened. Thousands of 
angry Guatemalans took to the streets following 
Morales’ bold move of announcing that he would 
not renew CICIG’s mandate in the country and 
expelling the head commissioner Iván Velásquez. 

for guatemalans groWing weary of pol-
iticians putting their own interests 

in front of the people’s, this 
movement against graft 

within the polit-
ical struc-
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ture is a breath of fresh air. Her relatively sudden 
acquiring of celebrity status in the country as the 
leader of this movement will be beneficial for her 
candidacy in the presidential election scheduled 
for June 16th. If she wins, she has vowed to fur-
ther strengthen CICIG as well as making the gov-
ernment more efficient and transparent. During 
her time as Attorney General, the chief prose-
cutor’s office worked tirelessly introducing new 
transparency laws in an effort to modernize the 
justice system by changing the penal code and the 
constitution. Judging by her past she would take 
Guatemala on a new path towards rule of law.

despite her popularity, concerns not too far from 
what she herself has combated arose. A judge is-
sued a warrant for Aldana’s arrest on March 19th 
leading her to flee to El Salvador. She has been 
charged with multiple offences, including em-
bezzlement, lying and tax fraud. The charges are 
related to a payment Aldana made to a university 
dean during her incumbency as Attorney Gen-
eral. The money, 20 000-quetzal ($2 600), was 
supposed to pay for staff training. What is trou-
blesome is that the fee itself seems excessive for a 
service of this kind and even worse – the training 
never actually took place. 

at first her registration for candidacy was suc-
cessful, but later on April 1st the Supreme 

Electoral Tribunal (TSE) annulled 
her registration – stripping her 

the immunity from pros-
ecution and arrest, 

which the constitution grants every presidential 
candidate. Aldana alongside with her party, Semi-
lla (Seed), are forcefully claiming that the charges 
are politically motivated. A couple of days after 
her initial registration, a TSE official spoke out 
about the immense pressure he had to withstand 
to not register Semilla as a party or Aldana as a 
candidate, speaking for the possibility of there be-
ing other big fish lurking in the background. 

despite aldana’s current struggles, she isn’t 
the only candidate entangled in legal predica-
ments. Former First Lady Sandra Torres is also 
the subject of a corruption investigation aiming 
at an undocumented campaign donation. Another 
candidate, Zury Ríos, is the daughter of the geno-
cide-convicted former dictator Efrain Ríos Montt. 
Her run for the presidency may be forbidden due 
to the constitution stipulating that a relative to 
someone who with force took the power of the 
country is forbidden to run for president. 

What lies ahead is for Thelma Aldana is unclear. 
She and her party are currently seeking to over-
turn the decision of her registration’s annulment 
to get her back on the ballot. The odds are stacked 
against her though and time is running out. The 
election is getting closer and Aldana has not yet 
returned from El Salvador. However, if she suc-
ceeds with her appeal, she has a fair chance of 
winning according to early conducted polls by the 
firm Cid Gallup. Thelma Aldana may well be Gua-
temala’s next president. The question remains if 
she’ll continue to stand aloof from the dark side 
of the moon or if she’ll be yet another Guatema-
lan politician to fall into the habits of bribery and 
mischiefs. Å



game of rape 
Game of Thrones, season 1, episode 1. The fierce dragon-queen-to-be is 

crying while bent over and raped. I’m hoping it’s a one-time thing. Eight 
seasons later, it’s clear that I was wrong.

Photo: Flickr

EMMA EHRENBERG
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The final season of the immensely 
popular TV show Game of Thrones, 
adapted from George R.R. Martin’s 
series of epic fantasy novels titled A 
Song of Ice and Fire, has just come 

out. The first episode of the final season was 
watched by a total of 17.4 million viewers, world-
wide, on premiere night, bringing a new record to 
the series. Being the closest thing television has 
had to a blockbuster, it’s been argued that the show 
has an unparalleled universal cultural impact.

martin’s books are known for being gruesome, 
which was, to some extent, increased when the 
books were adapted into the TV-show. Since its 
first episode, the show has been much debated for 
its constant use of sex, nakedness, and violence. 
Although it has been argued that the show accu-
rately depicts the brutal reality of a medieval time, 
in which the story is set, the show has especially 
been under fire for recurrently using rape against 
female characters. This because most rapes in the 
show do not occur in the books. In fact, similar 
scenes often exist in the books, but there the sex 
is consensual. 

rape is a widespread and structural issue. We’re 
living in a rape culture where physical and emo-
tional terrorism against women are presented as 
norms. Women, mainly, constantly live under the 
threat of rape. Rapists, more often than not, walk 
free. Media coverage of rape cases has shown per-
petrators being humanised and excused, while 
rape survivors are demonised and shamed. How 
do we react? We hold our keys between our fin-
gers when walking home from nights out. We call 
fake boyfriends when sitting on public transport 
with only men as other passengers. We have rape 
alarms. We avoid certain areas. The list goes on 
and on. 

but, What does all of this have to do with Game of 
Thrones?

three instances of rape in the show are especial-
ly worth mentioning. These involve three main 
female characters and are all transformed from 
the books’ consensual sex to non-consensual in 
the show. The subject of the first rape is Daenerys 

Targaryen, the Mother of Dragons. Now being a 
badass queen, it’s easy to forget that her story be-
gan with being married off to a man who initiates 
their relationship by raping her. Their first sexual 
encounter is changed from a tender and consensu-
al moment in the first book to a rough rape scene 
in the show. This is later followed by a succession 
of near animalistic and, to Daenerys, undeniably 
unpleasant and painful sex scenes. These early 
events, however, tend to be forgotten due to the 
marriage later becoming a loving one. 

the second rape is subjected to Cersei Lannister. 
The perpetrator is her brother Jaime, who had 
by then been given a character arc from villain to 
fan favourite. The scene in the book was, admit-
tedly, a disturbing, yet consensual, sexual reunion 
between brother and sister atop their incestu-
ous son’s grave. In the show, however, this was 
changed into a scene where Jaime forces himself 
on Cersei, despite her repeatedly screaming and 
telling him ‘no’ throughout the scene. This en-
counter was forgotten by the next episode, never 
to be mentioned again. In fact, the screenwriters 
themselves argued that the sex had been consen-
sual and that the scene was meant to remind view-
ers about Jaime’s complex personality. 

the subject of the final rape is Sansa Stark, a char-
acter who has developed from a naïve upper-class 
girl to a strong and capable woman. In the show, 
Sansa has just been forcibly wed to the sadis-
tic Ramsay. After the ceremony, he takes her to 
their bedchamber, ordering her to strip down. In 
the room is also Sansa’s stepbrother Theon, who 
Ramsay forces to watch. As Ramsay bends Sansa 
forward and enters her from behind, the camera 
shifts focus from her to Theon’s distraught face 
whilst Sansa’s cries echo in the background. It is, 
thus, Theon’s reaction and feelings that matter, 
and the event affects his character more than San-
sa’s. Sansa is never raped in the books, nor does 
she marry Ramsay. However, a similar scene exists 
where the victim is another, smaller character. 

rape can certainly be used in story-telling; it can 
emphasise the severity of the issue. However, it 
has to be done with respect for the assaulted char-
acter. Game of Thrones’ writers don’t show 
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hoW does this affect modern rape culture?  

the rape scenes in Game of Thrones rarely have 
consequences and mainly impact male characters. 
They are also often forgotten by the next episode 
and never mentioned again. The show’s writers 
sometimes don’t even understand that they’ve 
created non-consensual sex. Such ignorance fu-
els normalisation of rape. It risks teaching view-
ers that rape is common and no big deal. Just turn 
to online forums for proof. There it’s been argued 
that Sansa wasn’t really raped since she was mar-
ried to her perpetrator, thus reproducing marital 
rape myths. In Cersei’s case, it’s been written that 
“the bitch had it coming”, insinuating that some 
deserve being raped. 

the bottom-line: rape is trivialised. The show’s 
writers are playing a game of rape, where rape cul-
ture is the winner.Å  

their characters such respect but assault them for 
shock-value. Both Daenerys and Sansa are robbed 
of their strength and agency, and both Cersei and 
Sansa are raped for the benefit of male characters. 
While the assaults advance the male characters’ 
storylines, it’s done at the expense of the women. 
Furthermore, rape is a traumatising event that can 
have lasting effects on the survivor. Such impacts, 
however, are rarely shown in Game of Thrones. To 
mention better examples: in the TV series Down-
ton Abbey, the rape of a main female character 
becomes a long and important plotline that por-
trays the harrowing effects rape can have. In the 
series Outlander, one instance of rape especially 
shows such traumatising effects, and of which the 
viewers are continually reminded. However, this 
specific instance happens to the main male char-
acter. Thus, the most harrowing instance of rape 
happens to a man whereas raped women are not 
given the same attention. 
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The Bottom of the
Pyramid

“Bottom of pyramid” entrepreneurship was embraced with enthusiasm 
in the development community as a way to make a fortune in untapped 

markets while simultaneously empowering the world’s poorest. A decade 
later, how have promises of fortune and progress played out?
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Integration of women into the labor force 
is increasingly emphasized as a goal with-
in international development. A trend in 
poverty alleviation programs incorporates 
multinational corporations to employ 

women in impoverished communities as ‘mi-
cro-entrepreneurs.’ Armed with bags filled with a 
variety of consumable products, these women use 
their social networks to transport goods to villag-
es where rails and roads don’t reach, earning their 
own income as brand ambassadors for globalized 
companies. This type of organization is referred to 
as ‘bottom of pyramid entrepreneurship’ or BoP 
programs, in which the billions of impoverished, 
typically excluded from market participation, rep-
resent a vast untapped revenue stream and labor 
force. 

bop programs are pitched as a win-win with the 
twin benefit of lifting people out of poverty while 
giving corporations access to new markets. In im-
poverished communities where infrastructure is 
lacking, the social network of women can provide 

the perfect platform for the distribution of goods. 
When poverty equals opportunity, companies are 
eager to empower these so-called “under-utilized 
poor” with targeted training programs. Manage-
ment scholar C.K Prahalad who popularized the 
idea claims there exists a “fortune at the bottom 
of the pyramid” where the world’s poorest people 
stand to be lifted up by “inclusive capitalism,” all 
while offering novel frontiers of business growth. 
Former Coca-Cola CEO Muhtar Kent enthusiasti-
cally echoed the optimism, stating that he will get 
these “micro-entrepreneurs” to “deliver coke to 
every village, every community, every township.” 

economic independence is a fundamental aspect 
of women’s empowerment, hence the focus on la-
bor integration in development schemes. Barriers 
to women entering the workforce exist globally 
but due to a lack of regulation and institutional 
support, women in developing nations often face 
these problems to the greatest extent. In rural 
Bangladesh for example, it is common for girls to 
drop out of school and marry as young as 14, 
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or pursue hard labor in agriculture or the boom-
ing garment industry. These jobs pay low and are 
strenuous, a common work week in a linen facto-
ry consisting of a gruelling 80 hours for a mere 20 
US-Dollar of pay. Despite the difficult conditions, 
promises of economic independence make this an 
attractive choice for many.

the allure of BoP initiatives in places like Ban-
gladesh is that women have another option, one 
which emphasizes empowerment in self-reliance 
while simultaneously enriching their community 
with new products. Goods sold include a wide va-
riety of consumables such as cosmetics or hygiene 
products, but can also extend to communication 
technologies or quality nutrition. For example, the 
Bangladeshi Grameen Phone Ladies set up their 
own cell phone distribution center in villages that 
lacked landlines, and BoP Inc. created the Profit-
able Opportunities for Food Security program to 
improve access to quality food.

the training process specifically targets the most 
vulnerable women, individuals who are chronical-
ly poor or have lost familial stability. The idea is 
to incorporate the very bottom of the pyramid, the 
poorest of the poor. Women are the prefered tar-
gets of microloans for business ventures because 
they typically represent a lower risk investment 
than men. However, one must also meet specific 
criteria to be considered as a viable salesperson, 
with basic prerequisites of physical mobility. 
The expected average work day will include vis-
iting between 50 to 100 households to distribute 
goods. Not only that, but individuals are expected 
to exhibit the can-do enthusiasm that leads any 
self-made entrepreneur to fortune, with training 
sessions emphasizing responsibility for one’s own 
success.

despite the opportunities that inclusive capital-
ism promises, many are suspicious of the ability of 
a private enterprise to provide meaningful chang-
es to communities that suffer from chronic pover-
ty. Scholar Catherine Dolan, who conducted field-
work on Bangladeshi BoP schemes, notes that the 
neoliberal mantras of self-reliance and personal 
accountability essentially place the responsibility 
of systemic poverty reduction on the poor them-
selves. At the same time, companies keep a degree 

of distance from the costs and accountability of 
managing the labor on the ground. While touting 
a kind of moral capitalism that empowers women, 
not much is done to address systemic issues that 
are often deeply rooted in local cultural traditions 
or rigid gender roles. 

introducing globalized market forces into poor 
communities can have a disruptive effect, espe-
cially when employing standards for the ideal 
salesperson. This can lead to negative conse-
quences by drawing new lines of social exclusion 
within communities, dividing women into the 
“deserving” and “undeserving poor.” Further-
more, scholar Aneel Karnani expresses concerns 
that in emphasizing the ability of the market to 
reduce poverty, the state’s role in providing stable 
regulatory and legal protections for the poor is un-
dermined. BoP operations typically do not provide 
critical basic infrastructure such as clean water, 
sewage treatment, or health care, things that many 
impoverished regions desperately need. Prahalad 
argues that the poor inhabiting these conditions 
have accepted that access to running water is not 
a “realistic option”, so why should we deny them 
access to cell-phones and Coca-Cola?

it has been over a decade since Prahalad boldly 
prophesied that by 2020 global poverty will be all 
but eradicated with the help of bottom of pyramid 
entrepreneurship operations. According to World 
Bank statistics, roughly 10 percent of the popula-
tion remains in extreme poverty, with women par-
ticularly affected by bearing the brunt of unpaid 
labor and suffering a comparative lack of econom-
ic independence. However, as Catherine Dolan 
notes, the women she surveyed saw immediate 
transformational benefits from participating in 
entrepreneurship programs, not just in material 
terms but also in improved self-perception. De-
spite the benefits, she asks “what does it mean 
to outsource development to the under-utilized 
poor?” Clearly exploiting the fortune at the bot-
tom of the pyramid is not the panacea for chronic 
poverty it was sold as, just as it is not an adequate 
supplement for stable institutional support or ba-
sic infrastructure. But when options are severely 
restricted, work as a micro-entrepreneur offers 
the world’s poorest women a degree of indepen-
dence and dignity that is otherwise simply not 
available. Å
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 Turning “romance tourism” 
on its head 
Sex tourism is a subject beyond conventionality. Al-
though women constitute the vast majority of sex 
workers across the world, less attention has been 

directed at the industry of the male counterpart. When 
investigating so-called “romance tourism” of female 

sex tourists and male sex workers, more aspects of the 
apparent story are revealed. 

Love has no boundaries is a common 
phrase. Why should intergenerational 
or interracial love be of any difference? 
Older single women travelling to “ex-
otic” countries in the Global South to 

find younger men is not a new phenomenon. It has 
been around for decades and is steadily increasing. 
Gambia and Jamaica are two famous destinations 
amongst many others. Officially, it is known as “ro-
mance tourism”, in which sexual pleasure offered 
by young local men are exchanged for economic 
benefits. The concept is broadly used due to the 
perceived romantic motivations of females. Wom-
en with a background in western countries who 
are relatively economic privileged and white are 
the providers or the consumers, depending on the 
perspective. Generally, it is described as some-
thing innocent and romantic. A win-win situation 
for the two partners. Exploring “romance tour-
ism” beneath the surface reveals, however, anoth-
er story.

traditional sex tourism pursued by men evokes 
disgust and almost anger. Women are portrayed as 
sex objects and men as the perpetrators. Yet, the 

controversy of the industry seems to be ignored 
when gender roles are reversed. Prostitution and 
exploitation are two lost concepts when female 
sex tourism is brought to attention. The usage of 
the term “romance” has led us to believe that older 
women on holiday engage in foreign relationships 
that are based on reciprocity. This might be the 
case. Several reportages and studies have shown 
that sex tourism is a way to escape poverty for im-
poverished men while women are able to escape 
the dull life at home. Many of these women even 
hold the view that they are helping these younger 
men. Recognising the sexual activity only as “ro-
mance tourism” is, however, not implication-free. 
The dichotomy is filled with several assumptions 
about gender, sexuality and “race”.

first off, it is believed that men, unlike women, 
have different sexual pursuits when travelling. 
Men seek out commercialised sex while women 
are looking for a more romantic experience. The 
idea of sexuality being gendered goes beyond 
tourism. It is constantly perpetuated in basical-
ly everything we consume from movies to com-
modities. Studies have however pointed out the 
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contrariwise. Despite the gendered association, 
sex and romance tourism are not different in the 
pursuit. It only upholds the idea that power im-
balances are not of relevance for female sex tour-
ism. Some would even go to the length to equate 
“romance tourism” as liberation for women. From 
this perspective, it is helping to level the playing 
field for gender equality. Gender is, however, not 
the only determinant of power. “Race”, class, re-
ligion, status and other categories jointly shape 
social interactions, including sexual encounters. 
Social stratification is even based upon such indi-
cators. Female tourists have an economic advan-
tage point and a range of privileges purely based 
on the colour of their skin, which beg the question 
if female sex tourism is not just another exploit-
ative industry in disguise?

secondly, female sex tourism is also termed ro-
mantic because of the lack of industrialisation. 
Male sex workers are not prostitutes but go under 
other names such as beach boys or boyfriends. 
Conventional sex tourism, on the other hand, is a 
money-making industry worth billions of dollars 
with millions of sex workers across the world. 
“Only” around 600 000 women from western 
countries engage in sex tourism each year as stat-
ed by the daily mail. It is difficult to estimate the 
exact number and it might even be higher than 
anticipated. Also, sex workers mostly approach 
women on the beach in a seductive way without 
money or sex being mentioned. “Romantic” rela-
tionships are thus created instead of basic mone-
tary prostitute-client affairs. Male sex workers are 
also motivated by peer group status to partake in 
“western” life and not only by money. In fact, local 
men involved with female tourists are much more 
accepted in their own communities than local fe-
male sex workers. This tells us about how we eval-
uate work in the association of gender, and how 
the price for male pleasure is much higher than for 
the counterpart.

thirdly, sexual activity is not only gendered but 
also racialised meaning that there are inherent 
differences between so-called “races”. Black men 
are hypersexual, impulsive and wild, while white 
people are sexually restrained and thus “civilised”. 
These are views that continue to run through the 
global society ever since the colonial period. In-
terestingly enough, the very women upon who 
the sex industry is maintained, stand firm in the 
idea of sexuality as being inherently racialised. 

The perception is even used to self-justify why 
a younger man would want to engage in a sexual 
interaction with an older woman. Some scholars 
have even claimed that female sex tourism is an 
expression of racialised power. Black sexuality is 
objectified and commodified in a similar fashion 
as the colonial sex trade to the degree that the 
gendered identity of black men has even become 
internalised. Colonialism is in this way a project 
that was never completed.

tourism is itself a complex mediator of symbolic 
and material power in differentiating gender and 
race. Sex-specific activities reinforce the defini-
tions and stereotypes of male, female and racial 
identities. Portraying black men as the “exotic oth-
er” means that a certain trait of characteristics is 
associated with this particular “group”. Practices 
that would otherwise be condemned as oppressive 
become legitimised in this way. Consumers feel at 
ease when they indulge in activities that might 
be viewed by others as controversial. This is also 
relevant for the landscapes these “exotic persons” 
inhabit.

although the subject of female sex tourism has 
received more attention in recent years it remains 
largely under-discussed. Ignorance or simply lack 
of interest might be contributing factors as well as 
the sensitivity surrounding the topic. Perceptions 
about sexuality, race and gender can help to ex-
plain why the terminology for female versus male 
tourism on sex holiday is divided. While differenc-
es exist between the two, it is important to recog-
nise the underlying causes to re-evaluate our per-
ceived stereotypes and our implicit biases. Female 
sex tourism is another facade of such but gender, 
sexuality and race are not black and white. Å
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Interview
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Queering up Politics
Personal is political, says an old feminist slogan. With the po-
litical witch-hunt focusing on LGBTQ+ minority in Poland, it 
is more accurate than ever. Julia and Monika give an insight 
into what does it mean to be a queer female in Poland right 

now.
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By now, everyone is used to hearing 
negative things about Poland. For a 
long time, the Catholic-nationalist 
government tried to force through a 
complete ban on abortion, sparking 

massive protests and critique from the interna-
tional community. Now, on the eve of European 
and Polish parliamentary elections, the spotlight 
fell on the LGBTQ+ community. The instigator 
was the “Warsaw LGBT Card” that promised safe 
houses, hotlines, and sexual education in schools. 
As a reaction to this, a regional minister of edu-
cation accused the card of “propagating paedo-
philia,” and a political witch-hunt began. 

The Polish public sphere is now filled with opin-
ions about LGBTQ+, however, the minority mem-
bers themselves are rarely given voice. I had a 
chance to talk with two girls about what it is like 
to be a queer female in Poland. Julia and Monika* 
have been friends since high school. Julia lives in 
a big Polish city and Monika in the countryside 
nearby. They are both twenty-two, graduated from 
a technical high school, and are currently working 
before starting university. Julia identifies as ro-
mantic asexual and Monika as a lesbian. 

What is it like to be a queer female in Poland?
julia: It depends where you are. I have an amaz-
ing support network, my friends are so tolerant, 
it couldn’t have been better. But in everyday life… 
well, it’s not that you’re too scared to leave home 
because someone will find out, but it’s not easy. 
I work behind the bar so I meet different people 
and, usually, they just make fun of anyone who 
looks like they might not be straight. It’s very ste-
reotypical. And being asexual in Poland is horri-
ble, especially if you have this romantic attraction. 
No one knows what asexuality is and I don’t live 
in a perfect world where love is a feeling, I know 
that people have those physiological needs, too. It 
would be unfair so if you’re someone like me, you 
just avoid relationships because you can’t function 
in them.

monika: The thing is that no one thinks about girls 
like that, that they have any sort of sexual feelings. 
Even if you hear about LGBTQ+, they mean gays. 
That’s why it’s so hard to realize, even if you are 
attracted to females. And then you have to be 
scared if you want to out yourself. For now, only 
my closest friends know and I’m gauging the opin-
ions of my family. My parents are quite laid-back 
but I’m still scared. In school, everyone was quite 
open-minded. On group therapy, where we have 
people from very different backgrounds, someone 
was accidentally outed and, even though people 
had horrible opinions about LGBT before, they 
were all very nice to her. And we are talking about 
conservative Polish countryside, farmers and min-
ers. But when I outed myself to my therapist, she 
was a horrible homophobe. So it depends. 

Do you hear about non-heteronormative peo-
ple in Poland at all?
julia: Lately all the time, because of this infamous 
LGBT Card. The first time I’ve heard about queer 
people in Poland was Anna Grodzka, the first 
transgender MP. And then there is Robert Biedron 
who sometimes does nice things but sometimes 
I feel like he’s using that he’s gay as an advertise-
ment. You definitely don’t hear about asexuals, 
I’m surprised when someone knows what that is. I 
don’t know, Poland for me is standing with one leg 
in Russia and one leg in Europe. These mentalities 
collide and on one hand, we’re moving forward 
but then also we’re scared of the LGBT Card and 
stopping using coal.

monika: I’ve first heard that gays actually exist 
and aren’t a media hoax when I started high school 
in the city. And then it turned out that basically all 
my friends are queer and I am, too. It’s easier in 
the city but, still, it’s mostly something that people 
just whisper in the corners. And now, with what’s 
happening, it’s hard not to hear about it and it’s 
just sad when you hear people being openly ho-
mophobic. Because it’s about me, my feelings, my 
friends… And the worst part is that these are the 
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people who’ll go vote. And people who 
care, who are open-minded, won’t vote 
because they don’t see any hope.

Do you think that there is gender 
equality in Poland?
Julia: People say that it used to be worse 
and that now we, girls, can do anything, 
so we have this idea that we have equal-
ity. There is no equality. I didn’t get a 
night shift at a printing store because 
I am a girl and my boss was afraid that 
something will happen to me. So now 
I’m working at the bar, struggling with 
guys all the time. I can’t just work, I can’t 
talk to them because if I’m nice it means 
that I’m into them, I can’t smile because 
suddenly they fall head over heels in love 
with me. I can’t even open the door my-
self because some guy will run ahead of 
me to prop it open. Maybe a nice gesture 
but it comes from this very patronizing 
point of view. Generally, I think that we 
are too focused on gender.

Monika: It’s not necessarily always a 
worse treatment, it’s just this attitude 
that women are so pretty and sensitive 
and they have to be protected… it’s this 
kind of sexism that people don’t realize 
is sexism. But also I went to a technical 
school so I’d never say that we have gen-
der equality. The constant sexism and 
comments that girls shouldn’t be study-
ing computing at all or comparing com-
puter parts to plates “so we can under-
stand better.” We had one female teacher 
who’d give harder tests to girls, to get us 
used to life being harder for us. And she 
was right. I don’t know what it’s like at 
the university level, there are more girls 
there, but it was hard. Å

*All names have been changed.
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Perspecti
Rwanda

ve on

For most people in Europe, Rwanda is likely known for its brutal history. 
In the 1990s there was a civil war followed by a genocide that killed 1 

million people in just three months. Today’s news about Rwanda is mostly 
about the authoritarian President Paul Kagame who has ruled the coun-
try for nearly two decades. Oppositional politicians are sent to jail, and 

freedom of speech is severely limited. But there are always other perspec-
tives. 

My first article in The Perspec-
tive was about the plastic bag 
ban implemented in Rwanda. 
I had then recently visited the 
country and saw the positive ef-

fects with my own eyes. The goal towards making 
Rwanda plastic-free is within the line of modern-
izing the country to an ”African Singapore”. But 
Rwanda also aims to be a pioneer within equality. 
”Gender equality is not just women’s business, it 
is everybody’s business” President Kagame stat-
ed. 64 per cent of the members of parliament are 

women - a world record. According to the World 
Economic Forum, the wage differences between 
genders are small, and there are  more women 
than men working. After the genocide, many new 
laws were enforced to strengthen women’s rights.. 
For example, women are now allowed to inherit 
land the same way as men do. 

What are the background factors making this 
possible? The constitution of the country states 
that at least 30 per cent of the members of parlia-
ment must be women. Furthermore, the country 
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has made big investments in women’s education 
and the role of women in the peacebuilding pro-
cess, which should not be underestimated. Before 
1994, most women worked within agriculture, 
besides taking care of children and household. 
The war and the genocide completely destroyed 
the agriculture-based economy. Thereby, forcing 
women into the waged labour market as they were 
in many cases the only ones left alive to provide for 
the family. In 1996, 34 per cent of all households 
were provided by widows, unmarried women and 
prisoners’ wives. 

hoWever, things aren’t as good as statistics may 
suggest. Many scientific articles point out deep 
social and patriarchal structures, which do not 
just disappear by changing the laws. Yes, women 
are allowed to inherit land just as men. But old 
traditions make sure that the shares often go to 
men.  Structural inequality is based on structures 

and power. 41 per cent of women in Rwanda old-
er than 15 has been subjected to physical violence, 
with one out of five experiencing sexual violence, 
most often from a family member. 

the belgian political scientist and Rwanda ex-
pert Filip Reyntjens claims that the parliament 
representation and quotas system are actually 
curtains. According to him, they are always for the 
governing party RPF to strengthen its power and 
remove focus from the democratic shortcoming. 

Å

during my time at The Perspective, I have learnt 
that foreign policy  rarely is either or. You can al-
ways look at something in a different way. We can 
salute Rwanda for its equality progress but still 
criticize its lack of democracy and social struc-
tures that consolidates discrimination towards 
women. There are always different perspectives. 
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The Real Battlefield for the Votes:
Media and Political Candidates

OPINION
LIZAVETA ZHUK
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“Media tells us our roles in society—it tells us who we are 
and what we can be. It shows us who matters and what is 
important to media—and clearly, as of right now, it is not 

women.”

The road of reaching equality between 
men and women has been and con-
tinue to be rough and dirty. We re-
inforce and safeguard the premises 
of inequality through individual and 

collective actions. We expect men and women, by 
the virtue of them belonging to a certain sex, to 
behave in a certain manner. When the image that 
we have does not correspond to what we observe 
in the real world, we often experience discomfort 
and dissatisfaction. We are all to be blamed for re-
producing gender stereotypes, but as individuals, 
we have a different level of influence compared to, 
for example, opinion leaders and the media.

the media is a reflection of how we as individu-
als and groups view the world around us. The 
media plays an enormous part in producing gen-
der expectations and stereotypes. Regardless of 
the position or status, the women remain under-

represented in news stories and tend to appear 
more frequently in news about fashion and health, 
whereas men are overrepresented in economic 
and political news. It reinforces the perception of 
women being less competent for leadership roles 
than men. It takes a heavy toll on women running 
for political office by shifting the attention from 
what matters in a political campaign to irrelevant 
facts about the female candidates, their personal 
life and attributes.

hilary clinton has a big record of gender in-
fluenced coverage in comparison with her male 
counterparts. Back in 2014, when Clinton was 
still considering running in the 2016 presidential 
campaign,  USA today when commenting on her 
daughter’s pregnancy wrote: “It’s unclear how 
Chelsea’s pregnancy will affect Hillary Clinton, 
who is considering a race for president in 2016.” 
It is hard to imagine that such a comment can be 

-Julie Burton, Women’s media Center president 
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made about a male political candidate. And we 
really should ask ourselves, why do we still asso-
ciate the success or ability of women to run for of-
fice with her personal life and never do the same 
in connection to men? Can we really say that we 
think about men and women as equals if we judge 
them differently? 

another rather famous case is the “Clinton’s 
cackle” that went on for a long time after first 
published in the New York Times in 2007. The 
“cackle” is usually used along with the character 
of a witch who does not “laugh” but “cackles.” This 

one comment made in 2007 led to Clinton being 
called “The Wicked Witch of the Left” during her 
presidential campaign in 2016. That is somehow 
ironic how after more than a hundred years after 
the last witch trial we continue to observe how the 
society uses media to police women against social-
ly prescribed behavior.

if asked What we look for in a political leader, we 
would most likely say that we want a strong and 
decisive political leader – the traits that are usual-
ly associated with men rather than women. It does 
not mean that women cannot be strong, assertive 
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and decisive. But we as a society appear to have a 
problem with when it is the case. The 2010 Har-
vard study by Tyler Okimoto and Victoria Brescoll 
confirms that women running for leading political 
roles are associated with the feelings of moral out-
rage such as contempt, anger or disgust by voters 
because they appear to be uncaring and unsup-
portive. The voters see men in the same position 
as having greater agency, namely being more as-
sertive, stronger and tougher. 

the truth is we would most probably have the 
same problem with a male political candidate 

being warm, caring and passionate. In 1988, Mi-
chael Dukakis lost his popular support during the 
presidential debate when he was asked a question 
about his opinion on the death penalty in case if 
his wife were raped and murdered. Dukakis as a 
long opponent to the death penalty said that he be-
lieves “there are better and more effective ways to 
deal with violent crime.” He appeared to the view-
ers as dispassionate and dismissive. This “desulto-
ry” response that was unpopular even among his 
staff made the presidential candidate explain him-
self multiple times, and in the follow-up interview, 
well, according to the logic, he only made it worse 
by saying: ‘’Kitty (Dukakis’s wife) is probably the 
most - is the most - precious thing, she and my 
family, that I have in this world. And, obviously, if 
what happened to her was the kind of thing you 
described, I would have the same feelings as any 
loving husband and father.’’ This made his elector-
ate even more uncertain and indecisive about him 
having a hand firm enough to lead the nation.

We have to agree that men would also suffer from 
not conforming to the masculine stereotype of a 
political candidate. But, unfortunately, most of the 
traits we expect to find in a political leader are nat-
urally associated with men. We are more comfort-
able with powerful women than we were a decade 
ago. Despite the examples given above, we observe 
more space given to women in media, their in-
creased popular support and ability to reach the 
heights that no woman could have dreamed of just 
a few decades back. 

let’s be aWare of our prejudices and battle them 
to judge political candidates not according to 
their behavior or how they appear, but according 
to their qualifications and accomplishments. The 
road we have traveled so far has been rough and 
dirty. It is not going to easier from the place where 
we are. But it does not mean that we should stop 
moving. On the opposite, we have a moral obliga-
tion to continue our journey if we believe in the 
equality between sexes and attest that it is indeed 
reachable. By slowly changing our opinions, we 
contribute to the collective thinking that might 
completely change the course of history. Soon 
enough having a female President in the U.S. and 
other places in the world will not come as a sur-
prise but something completely normal. It’s all in 
our hands. Let’s not waste the momentum and be-
lieve that it is possible. Because it is. Å
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Young People’s Climate Activism 
Are Redefining Foreign Policy

The global school strike movement shows that appetite for change has 
never been greater. International affairs are no exception. We need a cli-
mate-centric foreign policy to meet the challenges of future generations.

By now, it is virtually impossible not to 
have heard of Greta Thunberg. Hav-
ing spent the past year making my 
way from Washington DC’s Think 
Tank Row to the UN offices in Tokyo, 

the Swedish 16-year old has been a constant topic 
of discussion wherever I go. School strikers now 
march in great numbers on streets around the 
world, often right outside the halls of power ca-
pable of determining the fate of our shared planet.

yet, these halls of power are slow to realize the 
impact young climate protesters will have on fu-
ture policymaking. Despite Greta Thunberg’s 
frank speeches in prime international forums 
such as Katowice, Davos, and Brussels, few for-
eign policy professionals have made the connec-
tion between the action on the streets and their 

own line of work. Even fewer have realized how 
these young people are showing how the climate 
crisis will revolutionize how we see foreign policy 
altogether.

you might think they’ve had long enough to get 
the idea. As early as the Kyoto Protocol negotia-
tions in the early 2000s, the term “climate diplo-
macy” had already entered our glossaries. How-
ever, the failures of climate negotiators in Kyoto 
or Copenhagen can be traced to an enduring par-
adigm of placing climate issues as outside of and 
subservient to “real” foreign policy. Even now, 
geopolitical tensions constantly derail and water 
down global climate commitments. Attempts to 
establish global governance regimes in climate 
policy are often seen as infringements of national 
sovereignty, facing particular difficulty in our cur-
rent age of rising nationalism. 

those most eager to dismiss climate change as a 
fringe issue with no relation to classic issues of war 
and peace are often quick to justify themselves on 
the basis of pragmatism or rationality, even though 
these principles have are the antithesis with cli-
mate denial. After all, what are the goals of any 
government’s foreign policy? Broadly speaking, at 
least on paper, it is to interact with international 
actors in order to bring security and prosperity to 
one’s country, region, or global community. Cli-
mate change is a threat to all of those things. The 
rational thing to do as a policymaker is to follow 
Greta Thunberg’s advice: taking rapid action.

so Why do are our foreign policy leaders doing so 
little? We live in a world where our most prolific 
diplomats and most-quoted experts are trained to 
view foreign policy through a realist lens. Pursu-
ing state interest, which for powerful states equals 
the status quo, is given top priority. Even in coun-
tries with a relatively higher degree of commit-
ment to climate action, environmental issues are 

ung media competition winner
ANNINA CLAESSON
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still traditionally thought of as the domain of do-
mestic policy.

the scale and force of young people’s climate pro-
test movement show that this is bound to change. 
The foreign policy decisions of today will deter-
mine the ability of future generations to live on 
our shared planet. It will be difficult to maintain 
a voter base when you ignore the existential de-
mands of an entire generation. Intergenerational 
equity is already becoming an established term in 
international law, where many are urging the right 
of future generations to a safe and livable planet 
to become further enshrined in legally binding 
agreements. 

as members of civil society, the young school strik-
ers can in fact be considered as foreign policy ac-
tors in themselves. For years, IR scholarship has 
emphasized the emerging importance of sub-state 
actors, including social movements, in shaping 
foreign policy. This is further exemplified by the 
increasingly active role of cities. The withdrawal 
of the US from the Paris Agreement prompted cit-
ies like New York to go out on the world stage to 
forge international partnerships on climate action. 
As their streets are filled with protesting school 
children, cities will need to step up their ambition 
even further to meet the demands of their future 
citizens.

moreover, the school striker movement shows 
the appetite for foreign policy to be guided by 
the interests of citizens. Scholars like Prof. Mary 
Kaldor have proliferated the concept of human 
security as the guiding principle that best reflects 
modern challenges in global governance, with cli-
mate security as a key focus. We have already seen 
how areas affected by climate change are more 
prone to conflict, making climate policy an imper-
ative dimension of peacebuilding. Countries like 
Sweden and Canada are catching on slowly but 
surely, rolling out five-year strategic plans for cli-
mate-sensitive sustainable peace and appointing 
specific diplomatic posts for climate change. 

the issue of climate justice and equity also places 
new demands on global governance regimes. The 
global South will be disproportionately affected by 
climate change in comparison to the global North, 
which is responsible for the majority of emissions. 
This “climate debt” introduces a new dimension 
in the struggle to dismantle colonial legacies, plac-

ing very real economic demands on ODA, regional 
resource distribution, and migration policy. Greta 
Thunberg and the school strike movement have 
made climate justice a priority, and future genera-
tions are less likely to let it go ignored.

at the moment, these ideas provoke fear in the 
halls of Foggy Bottom or Brussels. A climate-fo-
cused foreign policy means shifting priorities and 
power on an unprecedented and uncomfortable 
scale. Yet, as young climate activists mobilize in 
great numbers across the world, it is becoming in-
creasingly clear that there is no alternative than to 
get with the times.

climate change Will cause the world in which 
today’s teenagers will grow up, vote, and perhaps 
even become foreign policy professionals, to look 
drastically different. The idea of governing the 
world from a myopic, state-centric perspective 
where my oil profits take priority over the conse-
quential flooding of my neighboring country’s cap-
ital will become increasingly absurd. Water and 
wind, after all, do not care about borders.

it is simply irrational to forge today’s foreign pol-
icy without this future in mind. Luckily, the fu-
ture is no longer such an abstract concept when 
it marches on our streets and sits outside our par-
liament buildings. Let’s listen to what it has to say.

Annina is a 24 year old Junior Fellow at the United Nations University and a freelance writer. Her 
favorite word in english is celadon. She is orgionally from Stockholm but currently lives in Tokyo, 
Japan. UPF Lund and UF Stockholm had an article competition together with Ung Media, and An-
nina was one of the winners. This is her contribution. 
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Welcome to the Centre for East and 
South-East Asian Studies!

We organise film-screenings and open lectures with invited experts 
from all over the world. 

In the Asia library we have the crucial readings for you to stay 
up to date on contemporary East and South-East Asia. 

We offer a Masters Programme in Asian Studies as well as a 
number of freestanding courses.

Read more on our website www.ace.lu.se or come and visit us 
at Sölvegatan 18 B in Lund!
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