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Editors' Note

Dear Readers, Dear Members,

Youth participation has become a cornerstone of modern
political engagement, with its impact resonating globally. Too
often, however, young people are overlooked in international
politics. Despite representing the future, their beliefs,
opinions, and contributions are frequently dismissed in favor
of maintaining the status quo.

In this issue of The Perspective Magazine, we challenge
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that notion. Our writers explore youth political engagement Olivia Lindgren

worldwide, highlighting how young people are not only

entering the political arena but actively shaping it. We are

excited to present a collection of articles on our theme,
"Youth Participation in International Politics". This issue
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also marks the launch of a collaboration between UPF Lund Emmie Eklund

and RSR Tartu, fostering dialogue and cooperation between

their members.
Young people engage in international politics in diverse
ways. Some navigate formal institutions like the UN, EU,

and national parliaments, while others amplify their voices
through digital platforms. Participation also manifests as

protest, resistance, and activism. At its core, youth
involvement is driven by courage, determination, and a

vision for a better future. This issue examines how young
people worldwide challenge established power structures and

redefine political participation.

The global youth is far from uniform, defying a single narrative
or voice. Instead, young people form a rich tapestry of
experiences, beliefs, and perspectives, reflected in the varied
ways they engage politically.

As you read, we invite you to reflect on this diversity and to
not dismiss ideas that are different just because they are
far from yours. Look closely, and you'll see the many
arenas where youth engagement unfolds: from the halls of
diplomacy to the vibrant streets of protest and the quiet
corners of the internet.

Sincerely,

Filippo Fioretti Boccato & Olivia Lindgren
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Global Report

Youth Voices in World Politics:
Resolution 2250 as a Turning Point
Sara Liedholm | Feature

Estonia’s Youth Voices in
the UN: Symbolic Gesture,
or Real Participation?
Annabel Lindmets & Liisbet
Reinsalu | Interview-Analysis

If Not Us, Who? Interviewing
Lund Students for Palestine
Tara Srikkanth | Interview

“It’'s In Their Hands Now”:
South Africa’s Students and
the Lived Reality of Protest

Sofia Mina Pessina | Opinion

Minecraft, Roblox and Beyond:
Youth Political Expression
in Digital Spaces
Heili-Mae Moller | Analysis

Memecry: How the Digital Far-
Right Pervades Online Discourse
Erik Norinder | Opinion

The Wunderkind of the
Hitlerjugend: How the Neo-Fascist
Movement Became Younger
Erik Plakso | Analysis

The Moldovan Youth Diaspora
as a Political Force: How
Young Moldovans Shape Their
Country's Democratic Future
Hilda Laidmets | Analysis

Young People Back the EU: So
What Is Blocking Civic and
Political Participation?
Hanna Simona Allas | Reportage

I Saw Something on the News Today
Emmie Eklund | Poem

The New Guard: How Young
Evangelicals Are Redefining
Politics from Brazil to Guatemala
Clara Barbosa | Analysis

Security Beyond Borders?
Understanding Spain’s Dilemma
Through a Student Perspective

Anna Gerda Nurmetalo | Interview



President's Address | UPE

Dear Reader, Ella Hellerup | President of UPF

It is with great joy and pride that I write my first address for
The Perspective Magazine. I want to begin by congratulating
our Editors-in-chief and their team for publishing the first
issue of the operational year. Your dedication and hard work
are admirable and evident to all readers of the magazine.

Our association was founded in 1935, a time characterised
by economic hardship, rising extremism and social
uncertainty. In that challenging political landscape, Gosta Lindberg and his peers saw the
need for open dialogue, curiosity, and understanding, and thus UPF Lund was established.

Ninety years later, the world once again faces turbulence. Among us, we see democratic backsliding,
disinformation, and conflict, which remind us how fragile peace and democracy are. We also see
the importance of civic youth engagement. Young people and students across the globe raise
their voices, thirst for knowledge, and come together to work for a fairer, more peaceful world.

UPF Lund captures this spirit by being a platform where curiosity meets critical thinking and
by allowing for meaningful dialogue and knowledge exchanges to take place. This issue is
co-published with Rahvusvaheliste Suhete Ring (RSR, The Society of International Relations
at the University of Tartu), an Estonian student association that, just like UPF Lund, unites
students passionate about foreign affairs. Our partnership with our Estonian colleagues stands
as a testament to the shared belief that dialogue transcends boundaries. The collaboration
not only brings students together but also serves as a small yet meaningful act against rising
nationalist sentiment, a reminder that lasting understanding grows from shared experiences.

Enjoy your reading!
Ella Hellerup
President of UPF Lund 2025/2026

This magazine has been jointly produced by UPF Lund and RSR Tartu as part of the Erasmus+
Cooperation project Nordic/Baltic Youth Knowledge Exchange. The project includes the publi-
cation of three magazines and two knowledge exchange trips to the respective associations.

This initiative aims to strengthen connections between young foreign affairs enthusi-
asts in the Nordic and Baltic regions. Through this collaboration, UPF Lund and RSR Tartu
seek to build a network of young thinkers, deepen mutual understanding across the Nor-

dic-Baltic region, and promote values of democracy, human rights, and cooperation.

This publication is funded by the European Union.
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Since 1935, The Association of Foreign Affairs in Lund (abbreviated
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provides a space for those interested in exploring the world of
politics and foreign affairs. UPF’s official language is English.
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RSR Team

President's Address | RSR

Dear readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present this issue, born from a collaboration between
Rahvusvaheliste Suhete Ring (RSR, The Society of International Relations at the University of
Tartu) and UPF Lund. We in RSR are extremely grateful for the opportunity to work with an
organization that shares our values, as we both advocate for youth-inclusive global politics.

This Erasmus project underscores the need for a deeper understanding of our region in these uncertain
and often perilous times. As we seek to better understand our region and the challenges it faces, we must
alsorecognize the importance of those who will shape its future. Young people bring fresh perspectives,
creativity, and courage to international dialogue, making us key contributors to the political conversations
that shape our world. This issue celebrates our voices and ideas in youth participation in world politics.

We extend our sincere gratitude to everyone that made this magazine happen. The pages of this issue
reflect what can be achieved through collaboration and shared vision. We look forward to continuing our
journey together—empowering young people to engage, connect, and lead in shaping a more united world.

Sincerely,
Annabel Lindmets
President of the RSR
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From geopolitics to K-pop,
are you curious about what drives
East and South-East Asia today?

Explore the region’s complexities in a Master’s that
puts you at the crossroads of global change within a
truly international, interdisciplinary classroom setting.

You take general courses that deal with cross-regional issues, but you
also get the opportunity during the second semester to take an inter-
disciplinary course on a country or region in East or South-East Asia
that you want to focus on. The curriculum enables you to specialise
based on your regional, thematic, and disciplinary focus, and to critically
examine and discuss issues within the field of East and South-East Asia. ; ) P
During the fourth semester, you will have the possibility to travel to Asia * |y \ =
to carry out fieldwork and collect material for your master’s thesis. o) Bigi ,]ei; ‘ ;
This programme equips you with strong analytical skills, cross-cultural o Gii

understanding, and in-depth regional knowledge, skills valued across '
many sectors. It provides an excellent foundation for postgraduate
study, teaching, research, or careers in government, international
services, private firms, and civil society.

The programme is taught in English.

Application
deadline
15 January

www.ace.lu.se
Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies




e Climate News | Emmie Eklund

Although the US and EU have increased their reli-
ance on fossil fuels in recent years, the first half
of 2025 saw renewable energy surpass the use
of coal as the leading energy source worldwide
for the first time—thanks to states such as China
and India. Wind and solar energy furthermore
exceeded this year’s increased energy demand
caused by industrial development, growing Al
server centres, and and cooling systems usage
during heat waves.

Photo by Ash Hayes | Palestinian Flag
Surrounded by Peace Doves | Unsplash
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e Palestine | Tara Srikkanth

This year’s UN General Assembly brought broader
international recognition of the independent
state of Palestine, with nine new states formally
recognising Palestine’s sovereignty. The number
of states that have recognised the state of Pales-
tine has now exceeded 150, or roughly 80% of UN
member states. While the recognition—laden with
conditions and caveats—is not without flaws, it is
animportant symbol and another step on the path
to a peaceful, political resolution to the conflict.

Global

Photo by Anna Jiménez Calaf | Unsplash

Photo by World Economic Forum | Maria Corina
Machado, 2011 | Wikimedia Commons | CC BY-SA 2.0




Report

e Moldova | Olivia Lindgren

On September 28, 2025, Moldova held parliamen-
tary elections. Despite Russian disinformation
campaigns, the pro-European Party of Action and
Solidarity (PAS) prevailed over the pro-Russian
Patriotic Bloc. The election has by many been
viewed as a key test of Moldova's democratic resil-
ience, and PAS'’s victory marks a step toward the
country’s aim at accession to the European Union.

e Venezuela | Graciela Moreno Nifio

Venezuelan opposition leader Maria Corina
Machado has been awarded the 2025 Nobel
Peace Prize. Machado is known for her tireless
struggle for a democratic transition against the
authoritarian Maduro regime, often facing threats
and persecution. However, her hardline politi-
cal stance, advocacy of foreign intervention, and
alignment with conservative international allies
have raised concerns and divided opinion both
domestically and abroad. Still, her recognition
stands as a sign of hope for Venezuelans who have
endured years under authoritarian rule.

A

Photo by Sasha Pleshco | Flag of Moldova | Unsplash

¢ Brazil
Graciela Moreno Nino

Brazil achieved a remarkable drop in wildfires in
2025, reaching its lowest number of fire hotspots
in twelve years. From January to August, about
30,000 hotspots were detected, close to the 28,000
recorded in 2013 and far below 2024 levels. In July
alone, hotspots fell from 22,487 to 9,713—a 56.8%
. decrease—while burned areas went down from 1.8
million to 726,000 hectares—decreasing by 61%.
Amazon hotspots fell from 30,000 to 7,000, and in
the Pantanal from 6,600 to just 126, showing the
impact of stronger national fire prevention efforts.

Photo by zeedoo | Atlantic forest, Mangrove, Brazil
| Pixabay

































































































































