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Dear Readers, Dear Members, 

Youth participation has become a cornerstone of modern 
political engagement, with its impact resonating globally. Too 
often, however, young people are overlooked in international 
politics. Despite representing the future, their beliefs, 
opinions, and contributions are frequently dismissed in favor 
of maintaining the status quo. 
In this issue of The Perspective Magazine, we challenge 
that notion. Our writers explore youth political engagement 
worldwide, highlighting how young people are not only 
entering the political arena but actively shaping it. We are 
excited to present a collection of articles on our theme, 
"Youth Participation in International Politics". This issue 
also marks the launch of a collaboration between UPF Lund 
and RSR Tartu, fostering dialogue and cooperation between 
their members. 
Young people engage in international politics in diverse 
ways. Some navigate formal institutions like the UN, EU, 
and national parliaments, while others amplify their voices 
through digital platforms. Participation also manifests as 
protest, resistance, and activism. At its core, youth 
involvement is driven by courage, determination, and a 
vision for a better future. This issue examines how young 
people worldwide challenge established power structures and 
redefine political participation. 
The global youth is far from uniform, defying a single narrative 
or voice. Instead, young people form a rich tapestry of 
experiences, beliefs, and perspectives, reflected in the varied 
ways they engage politically. 
As you read, we invite you to reflect on this diversity and to 
not dismiss ideas that are different just because they are 
far from yours. Look closely, and you’ll see the many 
arenas where youth engagement unfolds: from the halls of 
diplomacy to the vibrant streets of protest and the quiet 
corners of the internet. 
Sincerely, 
Filippo Fioretti Boccato & Olivia Lindgren 
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President's Address | UPF
Dear Reader, 

qǶӏƋǩӏțƋǶƆӏſǡŦĺǶӏƝƺȡӏĺƯŞӏǞǡƋŞŦӏǶƆĺǶӏqӏțǡƋǶŦӏƭȡӏȰƋǡǩǶӏĺŞŞǡŦǩǩӏžƺǡӏ
úƆŦӏãŦǡǩǞŦŗǶƋȚŦӏ²ĺſĺȫƋƯŦӘӏqӏțĺƯǶӏǶƺӏŖŦſƋƯӏŖȡӏŗƺƯſǡĺǶǾƤĺǶƋƯſӏ
ƺǾǡӏLŞƋǶƺǡǩӸƋƯӸŗƆƋŦžӏĺƯŞӏǶƆŦƋǡӏǶŦĺƭӏžƺǡӏǞǾŖƤƋǩƆƋƯſӏǶƆŦӏȰƋǡǩǶӏ
ƋǩǩǾŦӏƺžӏǶƆŦӏƺǞŦǡĺǶƋƺƯĺƤӏȡŦĺǡӘӏĤƺǾǡӏŞŦŞƋŗĺǶƋƺƯӏĺƯŞӏƆĺǡŞӏțƺǡơӏ
ĺǡŦӏĺŞƭƋǡĺŖƤŦӏĺƯŞӏŦȚƋŞŦƯǶӏ Ƕƺӏ ĺƤƤӏ ǡŦĺŞŦǡǩӏƺžӏ ǶƆŦӏƭĺſĺȫƋƯŦӘӏ

¿ǾǡӏĺǩǩƺŗƋĺǶƋƺƯӏțĺǩӏ žƺǾƯŞŦŞӏ ƋƯӏѵѽѷѹәӏĺӏ ǶƋƭŦӏŗƆĺǡĺŗǶŦǡƋǩŦŞӏ
Ŗȡӏ ŦŗƺƯƺƭƋŗӏ ƆĺǡŞǩƆƋǞә ӏ ǡƋǩƋƯſӏ ŦȠǶǡŦƭƋǩƭӏ ĺƯŞӏ ǩƺŗƋĺƤӏ
ǾƯŗŦǡǶĺƋƯǶȡӘӏ qƯӏ ǶƆĺǶӏ ŗƆĺƤƤŦƯſƋƯſӏ ǞƺƤƋǶƋŗĺƤӏ ƤĺƯŞǩŗĺǞŦәӏ eǅǩǶĺӏ ¨ƋƯŞŖŦǡſӏ ĺƯŞӏ ƆƋǩӏ ǞŦŦǡǩӏ ǩĺțӏ ǶƆŦӏ
ƯŦŦŞӏ žƺǡӏ ƺǞŦƯӏ ŞƋĺƤƺſǾŦәӏ ŗǾǡƋƺǩƋǶȡәӏ ĺƯŞӏ ǾƯŞŦǡǩǶĺƯŞƋƯſәӏ ĺƯŞӏ ǶƆǾǩӏ āãdӏ ¨ǾƯŞӏțĺǩӏ ŦǩǶĺŖƤƋǩƆŦŞӘ

´ƋƯŦǶȡӏȡŦĺǡǩӏƤĺǶŦǡәӏǶƆŦӏțƺǡƤŞӏƺƯŗŦӏĺſĺƋƯӏžĺŗŦǩӏǶǾǡŖǾƤŦƯŗŦӘӏ ƭƺƯſӏǾǩәӏțŦӏǩŦŦӏӏŞŦƭƺŗǡĺǶƋŗӏŖĺŗơǩƤƋŞƋƯſәӏ
ŞƋǩƋƯžƺǡƭĺǶƋƺƯәӏĺƯŞӏŗƺƯžƤƋŗǶәӏțƆƋŗƆӏǡŦƭƋƯŞӏǾǩӏƆƺțӏžǡĺſƋƤŦӏǞŦĺŗŦӏĺƯŞӏŞŦƭƺŗǡĺŗȡӏĺǡŦӘӏĞŦӏĺƤǩƺӏǩŦŦӏ
ǶƆŦӏ ƋƭǞƺǡǶĺƯŗŦӏƺžӏ ŗƋȚƋŗӏȡƺǾǶƆӏŦƯſĺſŦƭŦƯǶӘӏĤƺǾƯſӏǞŦƺǞƤŦӏĺƯŞӏǩǶǾŞŦƯǶǩӏĺŗǡƺǩǩӏ ǶƆŦӏſƤƺŖŦӏ ǡĺƋǩŦӏ
ǶƆŦƋǡӏȚƺƋŗŦǩәӏ ǶƆƋǡǩǶӏžƺǡӏơƯƺțƤŦŞſŦәӏĺƯŞӏŗƺƭŦӏǶƺſŦǶƆŦǡӏǶƺӏțƺǡơӏžƺǡӏĺӏžĺƋǡŦǡәӏƭƺǡŦӏǞŦĺŗŦžǾƤӏțƺǡƤŞӘ

UPF Lund captures this spirit by being a platform where curiosity meets critical thinking and 

Ŗȡӏ ĺƤƤƺțƋƯſӏ žƺǡӏƭŦĺƯƋƯſžǾƤӏ ŞƋĺƤƺſǾŦӏ ĺƯŞӏ ơƯƺțƤŦŞſŦӏ ŦȠŗƆĺƯſŦǩӏ Ƕƺӏ ǶĺơŦӏ ǞƤĺŗŦӘӏ úƆƋǩӏ ƋǩǩǾŦӏ Ƌǩӏ
co-published with Rahvusvaheliste Suhete Ring (RSR, The Society of International Relations 

at the University of Tartu), an Estonian student association that, just like UPF Lund, unites 

ǩǶǾŞŦƯǶǩӏǞĺǩǩƋƺƯĺǶŦӏĺŖƺǾǶӏžƺǡŦƋſƯӏĺžžĺƋǡǩӘӏ¿ǾǡӏǞĺǡǶƯŦǡǩƆƋǞӏțƋǶƆӏƺǾǡӏLǩǶƺƯƋĺƯӏŗƺƤƤŦĺſǾŦǩӏǩǶĺƯŞǩӏ
ĺǩӏ ĺӏ ǶŦǩǶĺƭŦƯǶӏ Ƕƺӏ ǶƆŦӏ ǩƆĺǡŦŞӏ ŖŦƤƋŦžӏ ǶƆĺǶӏ ŞƋĺƤƺſǾŦӏ ǶǡĺƯǩŗŦƯŞǩӏ ŖƺǾƯŞĺǡƋŦǩӘӏ úƆŦӏ ŗƺƤƤĺŖƺǡĺǶƋƺƯӏ
not only brings students together but also serves as a small yet meaningful act against rising 

ƯĺǶƋƺƯĺƤƋǩǶӏǩŦƯǶƋƭŦƯǶәӏĺӏ ǡŦƭƋƯŞŦǡӏ ǶƆĺǶӏ ƤĺǩǶƋƯſӏǾƯŞŦǡǩǶĺƯŞƋƯſӏſǡƺțǩӏ žǡƺƭӏǩƆĺǡŦŞӏŦȠǞŦǡƋŦƯŗŦǩӘ

Enjoy your reading! 

Ella Hellerup 

President of UPF Lund 2025/2026

This magazine has been jointly produced by UPF Lund and RSR Tartu as part of the Erasmus+ This magazine has been jointly produced by UPF Lund and RSR Tartu as part of the Erasmus+ 

Cooperation project Nordic/Baltic Youth Knowledge Exchange. The project includes the publi-Cooperation project Nordic/Baltic Youth Knowledge Exchange. The project includes the publi-

cation of three magazines and two knowledge exchange trips to the respective associations. cation of three magazines and two knowledge exchange trips to the respective associations. 

úƆƋǩӏƋƯƋǶƋĺǶƋȚŦӏĺƋƭǩӏǶƺӏǩǶǡŦƯſǶƆŦƯӏŗƺƯƯŦŗǶƋƺƯǩӏŖŦǶțŦŦƯӏȡƺǾƯſӏžƺǡŦƋſƯӏĺȻĺƋǡǩӏŦƯǶƆǾǩƋ-úƆƋǩӏƋƯƋǶƋĺǶƋȚŦӏĺƋƭǩӏǶƺӏǩǶǡŦƯſǶƆŦƯӏŗƺƯƯŦŗǶƋƺƯǩӏŖŦǶțŦŦƯӏȡƺǾƯſӏžƺǡŦƋſƯӏĺȻĺƋǡǩӏŦƯǶƆǾǩƋ-

asts in the Nordic and Baltic regions. Through this collaboration, UPF Lund and RSR Tartu asts in the Nordic and Baltic regions. Through this collaboration, UPF Lund and RSR Tartu 

seek to build a network of young thinkers, deepen mutual understanding across the Nor-seek to build a network of young thinkers, deepen mutual understanding across the Nor-

dic-Baltic region, and promote values of democracy, human rights, and cooperation. dic-Baltic region, and promote values of democracy, human rights, and cooperation. 

This publication is funded by the European Union. This publication is funded by the European Union. 

Ella Hellerup | President of UPF
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CAREER 

îĺƭӏ¨ǅžǩǶǡǅƭ 
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²ĺȡĺӏ:ǾơƆƺǡȡ 

²ƺĺӏeǾǩǶĺžǩǩƺƯ

:ƺĺǡŞӏ²ŦƭŖŦǡǩӏ֣ӏ;ƺƭƭƋǶǶŦŦӏlŦĺŞǩ

About UPF Lund

Association of Foreign Affairs (UPF) in Lund

îƋƯŗŦӏѵѽѷѹәӏúƆŦӏ ǩǩƺŗƋĺǶƋƺƯӏƺžӏdƺǡŦƋſƯӏ ȻĺƋǡǩӏƋƯӏ¨ǾƯŞӏԃĺŖŖǡŦȚƋĺǶŦŞӏ
to UPF from its Swedish name, Utrikespolitiska Föreningen) 

provides a space for those interested in exploring the world of 

ǞƺƤƋǶƋŗǩӏĺƯŞӏžƺǡŦƋſƯӏĺȻĺƋǡǩӘӏāãdԚǩӏƺžȰƋŗƋĺƤӏƤĺƯſǾĺſŦӏƋǩӏLƯſƤƋǩƆӘӏ

 

āãdӏúŦĺƭӏ¿ǞŦǡĺǶƋƺƯĺƤӏĤŦĺǡӏѶѴѶѹӸѶѴѶѺӏ



President's Address | RSR
Dear readers,

It is with great pleasure that we present this issue, born from a collaboration between 

Rahvusvaheliste Suhete Ring (RSR, The Society of International Relations at the University of 

úĺǡǶǾԆӏ ĺƯŞӏ āãdӏ ¨ǾƯŞӘӏĞŦӏ ƋƯӏ æîæӏ ĺǡŦӏ ŦȠǶǡŦƭŦƤȡӏ ſǡĺǶŦžǾƤӏ žƺǡӏ ǶƆŦӏ ƺǞǞƺǡǶǾƯƋǶȡӏ ǶƺӏțƺǡơӏțƋǶƆӏ ĺƯӏ
ƺǡſĺƯƋȫĺǶƋƺƯӏ ǶƆĺǶӏ ǩƆĺǡŦǩӏ ƺǾǡӏ ȚĺƤǾŦǩәӏ ĺǩӏ țŦӏ ŖƺǶƆӏ ĺŞȚƺŗĺǶŦӏ žƺǡӏ ȡƺǾǶƆӸƋƯŗƤǾǩƋȚŦӏ ſƤƺŖĺƤӏ ǞƺƤƋǶƋŗǩӘ

This Erasmus project underscores the need for a deeper understanding of our region in these uncertain 

ĺƯŞӏƺžǶŦƯӏǞŦǡƋƤƺǾǩӏǶƋƭŦǩӘӏ ǩӏțŦӏǩŦŦơӏǶƺӏŖŦǶǶŦǡӏǾƯŞŦǡǩǶĺƯŞӏƺǾǡӏǡŦſƋƺƯӏĺƯŞӏǶƆŦӏŗƆĺƤƤŦƯſŦǩӏƋǶӏžĺŗŦǩәӏțŦӏƭǾǩǶӏ
ĺƤǩƺӏǡŦŗƺſƯƋȫŦӏǶƆŦӏƋƭǞƺǡǶĺƯŗŦӏƺžӏǶƆƺǩŦӏțƆƺӏțƋƤƤӏǩƆĺǞŦӏƋǶǩӏžǾǶǾǡŦӘӏĤƺǾƯſӏǞŦƺǞƤŦӏŖǡƋƯſӏžǡŦǩƆӏǞŦǡǩǞŦŗǶƋȚŦǩәӏ
creativity, and courage to international dialogue, making us key contributors to the political conversations 

ǶƆĺǶӏǩƆĺǞŦӏƺǾǡӏțƺǡƤŞӘӏúƆƋǩӏƋǩǩǾŦӏŗŦƤŦŖǡĺǶŦǩӏƺǾǡӏȚƺƋŗŦǩӏĺƯŞӏƋŞŦĺǩӏƋƯӏȡƺǾǶƆӏǞĺǡǶƋŗƋǞĺǶƋƺƯӏƋƯӏțƺǡƤŞӏǞƺƤƋǶƋŗǩӘӏ

ĞŦӏŦȠǶŦƯŞӏƺǾǡӏǩƋƯŗŦǡŦӏſǡĺǶƋǶǾŞŦӏǶƺӏŦȚŦǡȡƺƯŦӏǶƆĺǶӏƭĺŞŦӏǶƆƋǩӏƭĺſĺȫƋƯŦӏƆĺǞǞŦƯӘӏúƆŦӏǞĺſŦǩӏƺžӏǶƆƋǩӏƋǩǩǾŦӏ
ǡŦɆŦŗǶӏțƆĺǶӏŗĺƯӏŖŦӏĺŗƆƋŦȚŦŞӏǶƆǡƺǾſƆӏŗƺƤƤĺŖƺǡĺǶƋƺƯӏĺƯŞӏǩƆĺǡŦŞӏȚƋǩƋƺƯӘӏĞŦӏƤƺƺơӏžƺǡțĺǡŞӏǶƺӏŗƺƯǶƋƯǾƋƯſӏƺǾǡӏ
ƝƺǾǡƯŦȡӏǶƺſŦǶƆŦǡӺŦƭǞƺțŦǡƋƯſӏȡƺǾƯſӏǞŦƺǞƤŦӏǶƺӏŦƯſĺſŦәӏŗƺƯƯŦŗǶәӏĺƯŞӏƤŦĺŞӏƋƯӏǩƆĺǞƋƯſӏĺӏƭƺǡŦӏǾƯƋǶŦŞӏțƺǡƤŞӘ

Sincerely,  

Annabel Lindmets 

President of the RSR

RSR Team 



Photo by Cait Ellis, Unsplash.com

Application 

deadline

15 January 

2026
www.ace.lu.se

From geopolitics to K-pop, 
are you curious about what drives 
East and South-East Asia today?

Explore the region’s complexities in a Master’s that 
puts you at the crossroads of global change within a 
truly international, interdisciplinary classroom setting. 

Centre for East and South-East Asian Studies

You take general courses that deal with cross-regional issues, but you 

also get the opportunity during the second semester to take an inter-

disciplinary course on a country or region in East or South-East Asia 

that you want to focus on. The curriculum enables you to specialise 

based on your regional, thematic, and disciplinary focus, and to critically 

examine and discuss issues within the field of East and South-East Asia. 

During the fourth semester, you will have the possibility to travel to Asia 

to carry out fieldwork and collect material for your master’s thesis.

This programme equips you with strong analytical skills, cross-cultural 

understanding, and in-depth regional knowledge, skills valued across 

many sectors. It provides an excellent foundation for postgraduate 

study, teaching, research, or careers in government, international 

services, private firms, and civil society.

The programme is taught in English.
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Global Report Global

• Palestine  | Tara Srikkanth

This year’s UN General Assembly brought broader 

international recognition of the independent 

state of Palestine, with nine new states formally 
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of states that have recognised the state of Pales -
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an important symbol and another step on the path 
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• Climate News  | Emmie Eklund

Although the US and EU have increased their reli-
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of 2025 saw renewable energy surpass the use 

of coal as the leading energy source worldwide 
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caused by industrial development, growing AI 

server centres, and and cooling systems usage 
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Photo by Ash Hayes | Palestinian Flag 

Surrounded by Peace Doves | Unsplash 
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Report
• Moldova �€�å�€�•�f�M�Ü�M�ü�€�j�M�q� �A�£�(�q
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campaigns, the pro-European Party of Action and 

Solidarity (PAS) prevailed over the pro-Russian 
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ience, and PAS’s victory marks a step toward the 
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• Brazil
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struggle for a democratic transition against the 
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cal stance, advocacy of foreign intervention, and 

alignment with conservative international allies 

have raised concerns and divided opinion both 
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�&�% The Perspective

Youth Voices in World 
Politics: Resolution 
2250  as a Turning 

Point
Sara Liedholm | Feature | UPF

I t is strange that young people, despite making 

up nearly half of the world’s population, are 
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of armed conflicts, economic crises and polit -
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youth are either seen as victims of violence or 
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Although young people are often praised in pol-

itics as 'the future', they are rarely given a seat  

�ü�¸�€�¸�H�(�€�¸�ü���f�(�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€� �£�(�«�(�q�¸�‰�€�à�H�(�q�€�¸�H�(�€�Ã�v�€�°�(���À-

�£�M�¸�ã�€���|�À�q���M�f�€�ü� �|� �¸�(� �€�¨�(�«�|�f�À�¸�M�|�q�€�'�'�*�%�€�M�q�€�'�%�&�*�Š�€�¸�H�M�«�€

�|�£� �(�£�€�Ý�ü�«�€���£�M�(���ã�€�M�q�¸�(�£�£�À� �¸�(� �‰�€�G�|�£�€�¸�H�(�€�ò�M�£�«�¸�€�¸�M�o�(�Š�€

this demographic was recognised as more than 

a vulnerable group—they were seen as poten -
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practice? Has this global youth in peacebuilding 

concept led to real change or is the resolution yet  
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ing in reality?

The adoption of the resolution came at a time 
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Yemen, and South Sudan, growing international 
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one million people sought refuge in Europe, many 
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While often labeled a “refugee crisis”, some argue 

it was a crisis of response rather than of refugees , 

especially as most displaced people remained 
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efforts but also called for more safe and legal 
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youth engagement became vital to promoting 
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active contributors to peace and security, high -
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prevention, partnership, and disengagement 
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participation
Participation means ensuring young 

people have meaningful roles in decision 

making at all levels. Protection focuses 

on safeguarding youth from violence and 
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Prevention engages them in education and 

dialogue to prevent violent extremism and 
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between governments, civil society, and 

young people [...]. Disengagement and 

reintegration support young former 

combatants in leaving violence behind 

and reintegrating into society.
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The resolution urges states to develop national 

action plans and policies to empower youth in 

these areas, shifting their role from passive 

�Ü�M���¸�M�o�«�€�¸�|�€�ü���¸�M�Ü�(�€� �(�ü���(���À�M�f� �(�£�«�‰�€�O�|�Ý�(�Ü�(�£�Š�€�ü�«�€�ü�€

non-binding resolution, many governments have 

struggled to turn these commitments into well-

funded accountable programs, limiting its real 
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to the global call for youth inclusion in peace and  

security, by developing its National Action Plan 

(NAP) on Youth, Peace and Security in Novem -
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second worldwide, after Finland, to adopt such a 
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youth organisation and supported local initia -
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Kaduna state, providing young people platforms 
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ited funding and ongoing security issues remain, 
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�(�Ü�(�q�€�M�q�€�@�£�ü�A�M�f�(�€���|�q�¸�(�â�¸�«�‰

�T�q�€�'�%�'�*�Š�€���|�f�|�o���M�ü�€���(���ü�o�(�€�¸�H�(�€�ò�M�£�«�¸�€�j�ü�¸�M�q�€���o�(�£-

ican country to adopt a national action plan in 

�f�M�q�(�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�¸�H�(�€�£�(�«�|�f�À�¸�M�|�q�‰�€�¼�H�(�€� �f�ü�q�€�Ý�ü�«�€� �(�Ü�(�f�|� �(� �€

with support from UNFPA (United Nations Popu -

lation Fund), several government ministries, and 

with the active participation of young people from 

�ü���£�|�«�«�€�¸�H�(�€���|�À�q�¸�£�ã�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�ü�M�o�€�Ý�ü�«�€�¸�|�€�«�¸�£�(�q�A�¸�H�(�q�€�¸�H�(�€

role of youth in peacebuilding after the armed 

���|�q���M���¸�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�¸�H�(�€�¨�(�Ü�|�f�À�¸�M�|�q�ü�£�ã�€���£�o�(� �€�G�|�£���(�«�€�|�@�€

���|�f�|�o���M�ü�€�¶�G���¨���·�‰�€�G���¨���€�Ý�ü�«�€�ü�€�A�À�(�£�£�M�f�f�ü�€�A�£�|�À� �€�¸�H�ü�¸�€

fought the Colombian government for over 50 

�ã�(�ü�£�«�‰�€�¼�H�(�€���|�q���M���¸�€���ü�À�«�(� �€�Ý�M� �(�«� �£�(�ü� �€�Ü�M�|�f�(�q���(�€

and displacement, with youth making up one third 

�|�@�€�M�¸�«�€�Ü�M���¸�M�o�«�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�'�%�&�+�€� �(�ü���(�€�ü�A�£�(�(�o�(�q�¸�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€

�¥�H�|�¸�|�€���ã�€���q�¸�|�q�M�|�€�ð�À�A�ü�f� �M�ü�€�å�€�H�(�q�(�£�ü�f�€���«�«�(�o���f�ã�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�Ã�q�M�¸�(� �€�v�ü�¸�M�|�q�«�€�å�€�G�f�M���c�£�€�å�€�����€���æ�€�'�‰�%
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FARC laid the foundation for ongoing youth-in-

���f�À�«�M�Ü�(�€� �(�ü���(���À�M�f� �M�q�A�€�(�ý�|�£�¸�«�‰���f�¸�H�|�À�A�H�€�¨�(�«�|�f�À�¸�M�|�q�€

2250 marked a historic shift, its practical impact 

�H�ü�«�€���(�(�q�€�f�M�o�M�¸�(� �‰�€�t�ü�q�ã�€�A�|�Ü�(�£�q�o�(�q�¸�«�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€�ã�(�¸�€�¸�|�€

develop national action plans, and where they 

�(�â�M�«�¸�Š�€�M�o� �f�(�o�(�q�¸�ü�¸�M�|�q�€�M�«�€�|�@�¸�(�q�€�À�q� �(�£�@�À�q� �(� �€�ü�q� �€

�f�ü���c�«�€�ü�����|�À�q�¸�ü���M�f�M�¸�ã�€�o�(���H�ü�q�M�«�o�«�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�£�(�«�|�f�À�¸�M�|�q�€

�M�«�€�q�|�q�©���M�q� �M�q�A�Š�€�o�ü�c�M�q�A�€�M�¸�€� �M�@�ò�M���À�f�¸�€�¸�|�€�H�|�f� �€�«�¸�ü�¸�(�«�€

�ü�����|�À�q�¸�ü���f�(�€�Ý�H�(�q�€�¸�H�(�ã�€�@�ü�M�f�€�¸�|�€�ü���¸�‰�€�æ�|�À�q�A�€� �(�|� �f�(�€

are often included in dialogue, but rarely in actua l 

� �(���M�«�M�|�q�€�o�ü�c�M�q�A�«�Ý�H�(�£�(�€�¸�H�(�€�£�(�ü�f�€� �|�Ý�(�£�€�f�M�(�«�‰

 At the same time, initiatives like those in Nige -

ria and Colombia prove that progress is possible, 

�(�«� �(���M�ü�f�f�ã�€�Ý�H�(�q�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€�f�(�ü� �€�¸�H�(�€� �£�|���(�«�«�‰�€�����H�M�(�Ü�M�q�A�€

�ã�|�À�¸�H�©�f�(� �€� �£�|�A�£�(�«�«�€�£�(�¢�À�M�£�(�«�€�f�|�q�A�©�¸�(�£�o�€�«�À� � �|�£�¸�Š�€

better coordination between the UN, govern -

ments and civil society, and a clear shift from 

symbolic participation to genuine power-shar-

�M�q�A�‰�¼�(�q�€�ã�(�ü�£�«�€�|�q�Š�€�¸�H�(�£�(�€�M�«�€�«�¸�M�f�f�€�ü�€�«�M�A�q�M�ò�M���ü�q�¸�€�A�ü� �€

���(�¸�Ý�(�(�q�€�£�H�(�¸�|�£�M���€�ü�q� �€�£�(�ü�f�M�¸�ã�‰�€�æ�|�À�¸�H�€�£�(�o�ü�M�q�€�f�ü�£�A�(�f�ã�€

�(�â���f�À� �(� �€�@�£�|�o�€�«� �ü���(�«�€�Ý�H�(�£�(�€���£�M�¸�M���ü�f�€� �(���M�«�M�|�q�«�€�ü�£�(�€

made despite the fact that their futures are on the  

�f�M�q�(�‰�€�æ�(�¸�Š�€�ã�|�À�q�A�€� �(�|� �f�(�€�Ý�|�£�f� �Ý�M� �(�€�ü�£�(�€�q�|�¸�€�Ý�ü�M�¸�M�q�A�€

for permission; they are organising, leading and 

���£�(�ü�¸�M�q�A�€�ü�f�¸�(�£�q�ü�¸�M�Ü�(�«�€�Ý�H�(�£�(�€�(�â�M�«�¸�M�q�A�€�«�ã�«�¸�(�o�«�€�@�ü�M�f�‰�€

Yet young peo-
ple worldwide 
are not waiting 
for permission; 

they are organis -
ing, leading, and 
creating alterna-

tives  where existing 
systems fail.

Resolution 2250 opened the door, but it is now 

up to governments and institutions to walk 

through it—transforming intent into action, and 

�M�q���f�À�«�M�|�q�€�M�q�¸�|�€�M�q���À�(�q���(�‰�€�•�q�f�ã�€�¸�H�(�q�€���ü�q�€�¸�H�(�€�£�(�«�|-

lution become a true foundation for lasting and 

�M�q���f�À�«�M�Ü�(�€� �(�ü���(�‰

�¥�H�|�¸�|�€���ã�€�e�|�ü�q�q�ü�€�°���%�€�å�€���€���|�À� �f�(�€�|�@�€�Ý�|�o�(�q�€�«�¸�ü�q� �M�q�A�€�q�(�â�¸�€�¸�|�€�(�ü���H�€�|�¸�H�(�£�€�€�å�€�Ã�q�«� �f�ü�«�H
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A �f�|�q�A�«�M� �(�€ �¸�H�(�€ �-�%�¸�H�€ �ü�q�q�M�Ü�(�£�«�ü�£�ã�€ �|�@�€ �¸�H�(�€

United Nations General Assembly, 2025 

�ü�f�«�|�€���|�o�o�(�o�|�£�ü�¸�(�«�€�(�%�€�ã�(�ü�£�«�€�«�M�q���(�€�¸�H�(�€

adoption of the World Programme of Action for 

�æ�|�À�¸�H�€ �¶�à�¥���æ�·�‰�€ �¼�H�(�€ �à�¥���æ�«�ü� �|� �¸�(� �€ ���ã�€ �¸�H�(�€ �Ã�v�€

�H�(�q�(�£�ü�f�€���«�«�(�o���f�ã�€�M�q�€�&�.�.�*�«�Ý�ü�«�€�¸�H�(�€�ò�M�£�«�¸�€���|�o� �£�(-

�H�(�q�«�M�Ü�(�€�A�f�|���ü�f�€�@�£�ü�o�(�Ý�|�£�c�€�|�q�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€� �|�f�M���M�(�«�‰�€�T�¸�€

included a call for member states to include youth 

� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�«�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�M�£�€�Ã�v�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�M�|�q�«�‰�€

Although the Youth Delegation Programme has 

���(�(�q�€�£�À�q�q�M�q�A�€�@�|�£�€�(�%�€�ã�(�ü�£�«�Š�€�M�¸�€�M�«�€� �(���ü�¸�ü���f�(�€�H�|�Ý�€

�Ý�(�f�f�©�c�q�|�Ý�q�€ �¸�H�M�«�€ �@�|�£�o�€ �|�@�€ � �ü�£�¸�M���M� �ü�¸�M�|�q�€ �M�«�‰�€ �¼�H�(�€

�«�o�ü�f�f�€ �«�¸�ü�¸�(�€ �|�@�€ �/�«�¸�|�q�M�ü�€ �ò�M�£�«�¸�€ �(�«�¸�ü���f�M�«�H�(� �€ �M�¸�«�€ �Ã�v�€

�æ�|�À�¸�H�€�¥�£�|�A�£�ü�o�o�(�€�M�q�€�'�%�&�-�Š�€�o�ü�c�M�q�A�€�M�¸�€�ü�€�£�(�f�ü�¸�M�Ü�(�f�ã�€

�q�(�Ý�€� �f�ü�ã�(�£�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�M�q�M�¸�M�ü�¸�M�Ü�(�‰�€�¼�|�€���(�¸�¸�(�£�€�À�q� �(�£�«�¸�ü�q� �€

the programme, we spoke with two Estonian UN 

Youth Delegates—Evaliis Läll, the current Estonian 

� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�Š�€�ü�q� �€�j�M�q� �ü�€�j�À�¸�«�Š�€�¸�H�(�€�'�%�'�&�˜�'�%�'�'�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�‰

According to 
Linda and Evaliis, 
this experience 
showcased how  

confronting reality  
does not diminish 
idealism but gives 
it greater  purpose 

and direction.
Who are the youth delegates, and what is their 

mission? While the number of delegates at the UN 

���À���¸�À�ü�¸�(�«�€�@�£�|�o�€�ã�(�ü�£�€�¸�|�€�ã�(�ü�£�Š�€�o�|�«�¸�€�à�(�«�¸�(�£�q�€���|�À�q-

�¸�£�M�(�«�€�q�|�Ý�€�£�À�q�€�¸�H�(�M�£�€�|�Ý�q�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€� �£�|�A�£�ü�o�o�(�«�‰�€�T�q�€

essence, youth delegates represent their country’s 

�ã�|�À�¸�H�€�Ý�M�¸�H�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�|�@�ò�M���M�ü�f�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�M�|�q�‰�€�¼�H�(�M�£�€�o�|�«�¸�€

important duty is to provide input on youth-re -

lated topics and participate in their delegation’s 

work, represent their country at events, establish 

contacts with other countries for cooperation, and 

�M�q�@�|�£�o�€�¸�H�(�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€�ü���|�À�¸�€�¸�H�(�€�Ã�v�‰�€

In Estonia’s case, this involves giving lectures 

about the UN at schools, writing speeches, com -

municating with the media, creating social media 

posts, and—most importantly—getting insight on 

�¸�H�(�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�Ç�«�€�M�q�¸�(�£�(�«�¸�«�‰

What has been the main area of interest for Esto -

nian youth? According to both Linda and Evaliis, it  

is security—especially during Evaliis’s term, in th e 

���|�q�¸�(�â�¸�€�|�@�€�¨�À�«�«�M�ü�Ç�«�€�@�À�f�f�©�«���ü�f�(�€�M�q�Ü�ü�«�M�|�q�€�|�@�€�Ã�c�£�ü�M�q�(�‰ 

Evaliis noted that young people’s interests coin-

cide with the interests of the country:  

“In my opinion, when I have made school visits and 

so on, the number one thing for Estonian young 

� �(�|� �f�(�€�M�«�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�/�«�¸�|�q�M�ü�€�M�«�€�@�£�(�(�‰�€�°�|�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�Ý�(�€���ü�q�€�£�ü�M�«�(�€

our children in a free country, and if the war in 

Ukraine ends with an unjust and unsustainable 

peace, then we probably can not do that here in 

�/�«�¸�|�q�M�ü�‰�€�¼�H�ü�¸�€�M�«�€�q�À�o���(�£�€�|�q�(�€�@�|�£�€�(�Ü�(�£�ã�|�q�(�‰�Å

As the youth delegate programmes differ from 

���|�À�q�¸�£�ã�€�¸�|�€���|�À�q�¸�£�ã�Š�€�«�|�€� �|�€�«�¸�ü�¸�(�«�Ç�€�(�â� �(���¸�ü�¸�M�|�q�«�€�|�@�€

�¸�H�(�M�£�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�«�‰�€�G�|�£�€�(�â�ü�o� �f�(�Š�€�/�«�¸�|�q�M�ü�q�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€� �(�f-

egates write their own speeches which are then 

�£�(�Ü�M�(�Ý�(� �€���ã�€�¸�H�(�€�t�M�q�M�«�¸�£�ã�€�|�@�€�G�|�£�(�M�A�q�€���ý�ü�M�£�«�«�q�|�¸�€

to interfere with the content, but to provide tips 

�¸�|�€�o�ü�c�(�€�¸�H�(�€�«� �(�(���H�(�«�€�o�|�£�(�€�M�o� �ü���¸�@�À�f�‰�€�¼�H�À�«�Š�€�¸�H�(�€

delegates are free to represent the matters most 

���£�À���M�ü�f�€�¸�|�€�/�«�¸�|�q�M�ü�q�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�‰�€�¼�H�ü�¸�€�M�«�€�q�|�¸�€�¸�H�(�€���ü�«�(�€�@�|�£�€

�(�Ü�(�£�ã�€���|�À�q�¸�£�ã�Ç�«�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�‰

�•�q�(�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�A�£�(�ü�¸�(�«�¸�€���(�q�(�ò�M�¸�«�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�æ�|�À�¸�H�€�%�(�f�(-

gation Programme is meeting delegates from 

�ü�£�|�À�q� �€�¸�H�(�€�Ý�|�£�f� �€�ü�q� �€���£�|�ü� �(�q�M�q�A�€�|�q�(�Ç�«�€�H�|�£�M�í�|�q�«�‰�€

While communication is not centralised, dele -

�A�ü�¸�(�«�€���|�q�q�(���¸�€�ü�«�€�o�À���H�€�ü�«�€�¸�H�(�ã�€���ü�q�‰�€�à�H�(�q�€�ü�«�c�(� �€
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how freely youth delegates discuss matters, the 

�ü�q�«�Ý�(�£�«�€�Ü�ü�£�ã�‰�€���|�¸�H�€�M�q�¸�(�£�Ü�M�(�Ý�(�(�«�€�(�o� �H�ü�«�M�«�(� �€�¸�H�ü�¸�€

�M�¸�€�f�ü�£�A�(�f�ã�€� �(� �(�q� �«�€�|�q�€�Ý�H�|�€�ã�|�À�€�ü�£�(�€�«� �(�ü�c�M�q�A�€�Ý�M�¸�H�‰�€

Evaliis noted that youth delegates recognised the 

limited value of high-level sessions where every -

one repeats the same talking points, and instead 

chose to speak openly and freely with each other, 

breaking down barriers that often constrain dip -

�f�|�o�ü�¸�«�‰�€�O�|�Ý�(�Ü�(�£�Š�€�j�M�q� �ü�€�|���«�(�£�Ü�(� �€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�¸�|� �M���«�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€

� �|�¸�(�q�¸�M�ü�f�€�@�|�£�€���|�q���M���¸�€�Ý�(�£�(�€�|�@�¸�(�q�€�ü�Ü�|�M� �(� �‰

“One of the greatest 
benefits of the 

Youth Delegation 
programme is 

meeting delegates 
from around 

the world and 
broadening one’s 

horizons.”

As an international organisation tasked with 

bringing all nations together and ensuring lasting 

world peace, the UN is highly criticised for not ful -

�ò�M�f�f�M�q�A�€�M�¸�«�€� �À�£� �|�«�(�‰�€���|�¸�H�€�M�q�¸�(�£�Ü�M�(�Ý�(�(�«�€���|�q���(� �(� �€�¸�H�(�€

���ü�Ý�«�«�q�|�¸�ü���f�ã�€�¸�H�(�€�°�(���À�£�M�¸�ã�€���|�À�q���M�f�€�ü�q� �€�¸�H�(�€�Ü�(�¸�|�€

right—but emphasised that the UN remains indis -

pensable, a body without which they say the world 

�M�«�€�À�q�M�o�ü�A�M�q�ü���f�(�‰�€�Ä�¼�H�(�€�Ã�q�M�¸�(� �€�v�ü�¸�M�|�q�«�€�M�«�€�«�|�€�o�À���H�€

more than the Security Council, its programmes 

� �|�€���£�M�q�A�€�H�(�f� �€�¸�|�€�¸�H�|�«�(�€�M�q�€�q�(�(� �Š�Å�€�q�|�¸�(� �€�j�M�q� �ü�‰

Evaliis highlighted another dimension—the way 

the UN fosters empathy and human connection 

among states: “If we did not have that, let’s say 

�ò�M�A�À�£�ü�¸�M�Ü�(�f�ã�Š�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€ �|�q�(�€ �£�|�|�o�Š�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€ �|�q�(�€ ���À�M�f� �M�q�A�Š�€

that one city where representatives and diplo -

�o�ü�¸�«�€�@�£�|�o�€�ü�f�f�€�&�.�(�€�o�(�o���(�£�€�«�¸�ü�¸�(�«�€���|�o�(�€�¸�|�A�(�¸�H�(�£�Œ�€

a place where they can sometimes just let off 

steam, share their feelings and thoughts, and 

�q�(�A�|�¸�M�ü�¸�(�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�ü���¸�À�ü�f�€�|�À�¸���|�o�(�«�‰�€�º�•�»�€�à�M�¸�H�|�À�¸�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€

�«� �ü���(�Š�€�Ý�H�(�£�(�€�(�Ü�(�£�ã�|�q�(�€���ü�q�€�A�ü�¸�H�(�£�Š�€�(�â���H�ü�q�A�(�€�ü�€

bit of small talk, or say just a couple of words in  

someone else’s language and the other person 

lights up because of it, where those human con -

�q�(���¸�M�|�q�«�€�ü�£�(�€�@�|�£�o�(� �•�€�M�@�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�«� �ü���(�€� �M� �€�q�|�¸�€�(�â�M�«�¸�Š�€�T�€

think the world would be a far more dangerous, 

� �M�Ü�M� �(� �Š�€�ü�q� �€�À�q� �£�(� �M���¸�ü���f�(�€� �f�ü���(�‰�Å

It seems that our youth delegates remain rather 

�|� �¸�M�o�M�«�¸�M���€�ü���|�À�¸�€�¸�H�(�€�Ã�v�Ç�«�€�@�À�¸�À�£�(�‰�€���(�ã�|�q� �€���ü�f�f�M�q�A�€

for reform of the veto right, they also place hope in 

the prospect of a woman leading the organisation 

�ü�«�€�¸�H�(�€�q�(�â�¸�€�°�(���£�(�¸�ü�£�ã�€�H�(�q�(�£�ü�f�‰�€���À�¸�€�M�«�€�¸�H�M�«�€�_�À�«�¸�€

Photo by Evaliis Läll | Evaliis Läll at the United 

�v�ü�̧ �M�|�q�«�€�H�(�q�(�£�ü�f�€���«�«�(�o���f�ã�€�O�ü�f�f�€� �À�£�M�q�A�€�Ã�v�H���€�-�%�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€�€
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the idealism of youth speaking? As young people, 

we have an inevitable idealism, and what some 

�o�ü�ã�€���ü�f�f�€�ü�q�€�|���f�M�A�ü�¸�M�|�q�€�¸�|�€�ò�M�A�H�¸�€�@�|�£�€�ü�€� �(�£�@�(���¸�€�Ý�|�£�f� �‰�€

�à�H�M�f�(�€�|�À�£�€�M� �(�ü�f�M�«�o�€� �£�M�Ü�(�«�€�(�ý�(���¸�M�Ü�(�€�ü���¸�M�Ü�M�«�o�Š�€���ü�q�€

it become a challenge within a formal delegation, 

�Ý�H�(�£�(�€���|�o� �£�|�o�M�«�(�€�ü�q� �€�ü� �H�(�£�(�q���(�€�¸�|�€�|�@�ò�M���M�ü�f�€� �|�«�M-

�¸�M�|�q�«�€�ü�£�(�€�£�(�¢�À�M�£�(� �•�€

�Ä�¼�H�(�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�€� �£�|�A�£�ü�o�o�(�€�¸�|�|�c�€�|�ý�€�o�ã�€�£�|�«�(�©

tinted glasses but it is necessary to actually tack le 

�Ý�|�£�f� �€� �£�|���f�(�o�«�Š�Å�€���|�¸�H�€�M�q�¸�(�£�Ü�M�(�Ý�(�(�«�€�ü� �o�M�¸�¸�(� �‰�€�¼�H�(�€

advice given to Evaliis was clear: as a young perso n, 

you must not lose your idealism, and as a diplomat,  

�ã�|�À�€�«�H�|�À�f� �€�ü���¸�€�M�q�€�ü�€�Ý�ü�ã�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�£�(���(���¸�«�€���(�f�M�(�@�€�M�q�€�ü�q�€

idealistic world but never forget the harsh and 

���|�f� �€�£�(�ü�f�M�¸�ã�‰�€�������|�£� �M�q�A�€�¸�|�€�j�M�q� �ü�€�ü�q� �€�/�Ü�ü�f�M�M�«�Š�€�¸�H�M�«�€

�(�â� �(�£�M�(�q���(�€�«�H�|�Ý���ü�«�(� �€�H�|�Ý�€���|�q�@�£�|�q�¸�M�q�A�€�£�(�ü�f�M�¸�ã�€

does not diminish idealism but gives it greater 

� �À�£� �|�«�(�€�ü�q� �€� �M�£�(���¸�M�|�q�‰

When asked whether their purpose was to bring 

the UN to Estonia’s youth, or to bring Estonia’s 

youth to the UN, their statement was clear: both 

�ü�£�(�€�(�¢�À�ü�f�f�ã�€�M�o� �|�£�¸�ü�q�¸�‰�€�O�|�Ý�(�Ü�(�£�Š�€�M�¸�€�M�«�€�(�«� �(���M�ü�f�f�ã�€

important to make the UN more comprehensible 

for Estonia’s youth—as the UN is a rather distant 

topic—in order to enable meaningful participa -

�¸�M�|�q�€�ü�q� �€�£�(� �£�(�«�(�q�¸�ü�¸�M�|�q�‰

���À�¸�€�¸�H�(�ã�€�ü�f�«�|�€�f�(�ü�£�q�(� �€�ü�€�f�|�¸�€�@�|�£�€�¸�H�(�o�«�(�f�Ü�(�«�‰�€�Ä�%�M� �f�|-

macy in the UN sense is a very long process, 

�£�(�ü���H�M�q�A�€�ü�q�€�ü�A�£�(�(�o�(�q�¸�€���ü�q�€�¸�ü�c�(�€�À� �€�¸�|�€�&�%�€�|�£�€�o�|�£�(�€

�ã�(�ü�£�«�‰�€�à�H�M���H�€�M�«�€�Ý�H�ã�€�T�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€���|�o�(�€�¸�|�€�À�q� �(�£�«�¸�ü�q� �€

that these small steps in between are also very 

�Ý�|�£�¸�H�ã�€�ü�q� �€�q�(�(� �€���(�f�(���£�ü�¸�M�q�A�Š�Å�€���|�q���f�À� �(� �€�j�M�q� �ü�‰�€

This rather unusual form of participation gave 

�j�M�q� �ü�€�ü�€�«� �ü�£�c�€�@�|�£�€�|�Ü�(�£�ü�f�f�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€�ü���¸�M�Ü�M�«�o�‰�€

 While it may seem like youth delegations are gain -

ing more visibility, concerns still linger—especial ly 

as funding for youth-related initiatives is declin -

�M�q�A�Š�€�(�Ü�(�q�€�M�q�€�¸�ã� �M���ü�f�f�ã�€� �£�|�A�£�(�«�«�M�Ü�(�€���|�À�q�¸�£�M�(�«�‰�€�¼�H�M�«�€

�M�«�€�¸�H�£�(�ü�¸�(�q�M�q�A�€�¸�H�(�€�£�(�ü���H�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€� �£�|�A�£�ü�o�o�(�«�‰�€�T�¸�€�M�«�€

�c�q�|�Ý�q�Š�€�@�|�£�€�(�â�ü�o� �f�(�Š�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�¸�H�(�€�Ã�h�€�H�ü�«�€�«���ü�f�(� �€���ü���c�€�€�€

�¸�H�(�M�£�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€� �(�f�(�A�ü�¸�(�«�€�@�|�£�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�(�â�ü���¸�€�£�(�ü�«�|�q�‰

What can be done to foster youth participation? For  

�¸�H�(�€�ò�M�£�«�¸�€�¸�M�o�(�€�M�q�€�Ã�v�Ç�«�€�H�M�«�¸�|�£�ã�Š�€�ü�€�O�M�A�H�©�j�(�Ü�(�f�€�t�(�(�¸-

ing on Youth was held as part of the week-long, 

youth-focused #YouthLead Festival celebrating 

�à�¥���æ�(�%�‰�€���q�€�(�Ü�(�q�¸�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�ü�M�o�(� �€�¸�|�€�(�q�H�ü�q���(�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€

� �ü�£�¸�M���M� �ü�¸�M�|�q�€ �Ý�ü�«�€ �|�Ü�(�£�¸�ü�c�(�q�€ ���ã�€ �¸�H�(�€ �Ã�v�Ç�«�€ �ò�M�£�o�€

protocol of the general debate speaking order at 

�¸�H�(�€�H�(�q�(�£�ü�f�€���«�«�(�o���f�ã�‰�€�¼�H�M�«�€�£�(�«�À�f�¸�(� �€�M�q�€�o�ü�q�ã�€�|�@�€

the youth delegates not being able to give their 

�«� �(�(���H�(�«�‰�€�¥�(�£�H�ü� �«�€�|�q�(�€�Ý�ü�ã�€�¸�|�€���|�f�«�¸�(�£�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€�M�«�€�¸�|�€

�A�M�Ü�(�€�¸�H�(�o�€�H�M�A�H�(�£�€�|�@�ò�M���M�ü�f�€�¸�M�¸�f�(�«�•

Another way would be to give young people more 

opportunities to visit the UN, and to create more 

� �£�|�A�£�ü�o�«�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�ü���¸�M�Ü�(�f�ã�€�(�q�A�ü�A�(�€�¸�H�(�o�‰�€�Ä�¼�H�M�«�€�M�«�€�ü�€

two-way process where young people also have 

to consider older generations, not attack them, 

this way maybe other generations are willing 

�¸�|�€�¸�ü�c�(�€�À�«�€�o�|�£�(�€�«�(�£�M�|�À�«�f�ã�Š�Å�€�j�M�q� �ü�€�ü� � �(� �‰�€�/�Ü�ü�f�M�M�«�€

emphasised, “We do not have to oppose other  

 generations, as we need more open discussions 

�Ý�M�¸�H�€�|�f� �(�£�€� �(�|� �f�(�‰�Å�€

This rather  unu -
sual  form of 
par ti cipati on 
gave Lin da a 

spark  for  overall 
youth activ ism.

�à�(�€�ü�«�€�ã�|�À�q�A�€� �(�|� �f�(�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€�¸�|�€�«�¸�ü�q� �€�o�|�£�(�€�ò�M�£�o�f�ã�€�|�q�€

�|�À�£�€���(�f�M�(�@�«�€�ü�q� �€�@�|�£�€�|�À�£�«�(�f�Ü�(�«�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�ã�|�À�¸�H�€� �ü�£�¸�M���M� �ü-

tion can not stay just symbolic—real acts have to 

follow after hearing out young people! 
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On a sunny morning at the end of Septem-

ber, I sit down with two members of Lund 

Students for Palestine (LSFP) to talk about 

�¸�H�(�M�£�€�o�|�Ü�(�o�(�q�¸�€�ü�q� �€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�€�ü���¸�M�Ü�M�«�o�‰�€�G�£�|�o�€�¸�H�(�€

beginning, LSFP have been clear about wanting to 

�£�(�o�ü�M�q�€�ü�q�|�q�ã�o�|�À�«�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�ò�M�q�ü�f�€�ü�£�¸�M���f�(�Š�€�Ý�H�(�¸�H�(�£�€�|�£�€

�q�|�¸�€�Ý�(�€�o�(�(�¸�€�M�q�€� �(�£�«�|�q�‰�€�•�£�A�ü�q�M�«�M�q�A�€�¸�H�(�€�M�q�¸�(�£�Ü�M�(�Ý�€

has been something of a challenge—communi -

cating with LSFP was a somewhat slow-moving 

process—but in the end, we managed to sit down 

�ü�q� �€ �¸�ü�f�c�‰�€ �v�ü�¸�À�£�ü�f�f�ã�Š�€ �o�ã�€ �ò�M�£�«�¸�€ �¸�Ý�|�€ �¢�À�(�«�¸�M�|�q�«�€ �¸�|�€

them are about precisely these issues—about the 

anonymisation and what it was about the way they 

�ü�£�(�€�|�£�A�ü�q�M�«�(� �€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�H�ü� �€�«�|�€� �(�f�ü�ã�(� �€�|�À�£�€�o�(�(�¸�M�q�A�‰�€

�¼�|�€�ü�q�«�Ý�(�£�€�¸�H�(�«�(�€�¢�À�(�«�¸�M�|�q�«�Š�€�¸�H�|�À�A�H�Š�€�Ý�(�€�o�À�«�¸�€�ò�M�£�«�¸�€

look at why and how Lund Students for Palestine 

was founded, what their goals are, how they work 

to achieve them, and what the response to their 

�ü���¸�M�Ü�M�«�o�€�H�ü�«�€���(�(�q�‰

The genocide currently being carried out by Israel 

�M�q�€ �H�ü�í�ü�€ ���ü�q�q�|�¸�€ �H�ü�Ü�(�€ �(�«���ü� �(� �€ �¸�H�(�€ �ü�¸�¸�(�q�¸�M�|�q�€ �|�@�€

anyone with even a passing interest in foreign 

�ü�ý�ü�M�£�«�‰�€�à�H�M�f�(�€�¸�H�(�€�f�ü�¸�(�«�¸�€�ü�q� �€�o�|�«�¸�€���£�À�¸�ü�f�€�(� �M�«�|� �(�€

of this decades-old conflict is not the focus of 

this article, a (very) short history is necessary t o 

�À�q� �(�£�«�¸�ü�q� �€�j�°�G�¥�Ç�«�€���ü���c�A�£�|�À�q� �€�ü�q� �€�o�|�¸�M�Ü�ü�¸�M�|�q�‰�€

�•�q�€�•���¸�|���(�£�€�,�Š�€�'�%�'�(�Š�€�¸�H�(�€�o�M�f�M�¸�ü�q�¸�€�Ý�M�q�A�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€� �|�f�M�¸-

ical group Hamas launched an attack on Israel, 

�c�M�f�f�M�q�A�€�ü�£�|�À�q� �€�&�Š�'�%�%�€� �(�|� �f�(�€�ü�q� �€�¸�ü�c�M�q�A�€�'�*�&�€�H�|�«-

�¸�ü�A�(�«�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�T�«�£�ü�(�f�M�€�£�(�«� �|�q�«�(�«�Ý�H�M���H�Š�€�ü�¸�€�¸�H�(�€�¸�M�o�(�€�|�@�€

writing, has been found to amount to genocide by 

�ü�€�o�À�f�¸�M�¸�À� �(�€�|�@�€�f�(�ü� �M�q�A�€�(�â� �(�£�¸�«�€�ü�q� �€� �£�|�@�(�«�«�M�|�q�ü�f�«�Š�€

including an independent UN commission—has 

brought the deaths of more than 65,000 people 

�ü�q� �€�M�q�_�À�£�(� �€�o�|�£�(�€�¸�H�ü�q�€�&�+�%�Š�%�%�%�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�Ü�ü�«�¸�€�o�ü�_�|�£�M�¸�ã�€

�|�@�€�H�ü�í�ü�Ç�«�€� �|� �À�f�ü�¸�M�|�q�€�H�ü�«�€���(�(�q�€� �M�«� �f�ü���(� �€�£�(� �(�ü�¸-

�(� �f�ã�Š�€�ü�q� �€�o�À���H�€�|�@�€�H�ü�í�ü�€�M�¸�«�(�f�@�€�H�ü�«�€���(�(�q�€�£�(�q� �(�£�(� �€

uninhabitable and almost unrecognisable by 

�T�«�£�ü�(�f�M�€���|�o���ü�£� �o�(�q�¸�‰

�°�|�|�q�€�ü�@�¸�(�£�€�¸�H�(�€�(�Ü�(�q�¸�«�€�|�@�€�•���¸�|���(�£�€�,�Š�€�'�%�'�(�Š�€�ü�€�A�£�|�À� �€�|�@�€

students was brought together by a shared desire 

�¸�|�€�|�£�A�ü�q�M�«�(�€�@�|�£�Š�€�ü�q� �€�M�q�€�«�|�f�M� �ü�£�M�¸�ã�€�Ý�M�¸�H�Š�€�¥�ü�f�(�«�¸�M�q�(�‰�€

While their formation was prompted by the events 

�|�@�€�•���¸�|���(�£�€�,�Š�€�ü�€�c�(�ã�€� �ü�£�¸�€�|�@�€�j�°�G�¥�Ç�«�€� �f�ü�¸�@�|�£�o�€�M�«�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€

the occupation of Palestine has been ongoing 

�«�M�q���(�€�¸�H�(�€�v�ü�c���ü�€�M�q�€�&�.�)�-�‰�€�•�Ü�(�£�€�¸�H�(�€���|�À�£�«�(�€�|�@�€�«�(�Ü�(�£�ü�f�€

long meetings that were open to students as well 

as other community members, LSFP developed 

���|�o�o�À�q�M�¸�ã�€�A�À�M� �(�f�M�q�(�«�€�ü�q� �€�ü�q�€�|�@�ò�M���M�ü�f�€���|� �(�€�|�@�€���|�q-

duct, as well as an organisational structure that 

�¸�H�(�ã�€� �(�«���£�M���(�€�ü�«�€�Ä�Ü�(�£�ã�€� �(���(�q�¸�£�ü�f�M�«�(� �Å�€�ü�q� �€�Ä���ü�¸�Å�Š�€

�¸�H�|�À�A�H�€�Ä���|�q�«�¸�ü�q�¸�f�ã�€�(�Ü�|�f�Ü�M�q�A�Å�‰�€�%�(���M�«�M�|�q�«�€�ü�£�(�€�ü�f�Ý�ü�ã�«�€

taken by majority vote at their weekly general 

meetings—and usually after lengthy discussion—

ensuring, as one of the members tells me, that the 

� �|�Ý�(�£�€�ü�f�Ý�ü�ã�«�€�«�¸�ü�ã�«�€�Ý�M�¸�H�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�A�(�q�(�£�ü�f�€�o�(�(�¸�M�q�A�‰�€

The desire to remain anonymous is partly due 

to this decentralised structure and the wish to 

be seen as a collective—rather than being repre -

sented by individual members—but there is also a 

fear of targeted retaliation and repression behind 

�¸�H�(�€�£�(�¢�À�(�«�¸�‰

“We see the 
callousness 
of the socio-

political  order  
we’re inheriting, 

and we just 
refuse to accept 

it as natural .”

In the long term, LSFP would like to see Lund 

�Ã�q�M�Ü�(�£�«�M�¸�ã�€���|�o� �f�ã�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�¸�H�(�€�¥�������T�€�M�q�M�¸�M�ü�¸�M�Ü�(�«�¸�H�(�€

Palestinian Campaign for the Academic and Cul -

�¸�À�£�ü�f�€���|�ã���|�¸�¸�€�|�@�€�T�«�£�ü�(�f�‰�€�¼�H�M�«�€���|�o� �f�M�ü�q���(�€�Ý�|�À�f� �€

be the culmination of the three demands that 
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they have had since the movement was formed, 

which ask that Lund University stand in soli-

darity with and support the Palestinian people, 

and that it disclose and sever its ties to Israeli 

institutions and companies that are complicit 

�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�|�����À� �ü�¸�M�|�q�‰�€�����H�M�(�Ü�M�q�A�€�¸�H�M�«�€�M�«�€�q�|�¸�€�(�q�¸�M�£�(�f�ã�€

without precedent—the members I speak to tell 

me about the ‘Uppsala Declaration of Conscien -

�¸�M�|�À�«�€�•���_�(���¸�M�|�q�Ç�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�Ý�ü�«�€� �£�ü�@�¸�(� �€���ã�€� �£�|�@�(�«�«�|�£�«�€

�ü�q� �€ �£�(�«�(�ü�£���H�(�£�«�€ �ü�¸�€ �Ã� � �«�ü�f�ü�€ �Ã�q�M�Ü�(�£�«�M�¸�ã�€ �M�q�€ �t�ü�ã�€

�'�%�'�*�‰�€�¼�H�(�€�%�(���f�ü�£�ü�¸�M�|�q�€�Ý�ü�«�€���f�|�«�(�f�ã�€�@�|�f�f�|�Ý�(� �€���ã�€�ü�€

�«�¸�ü�¸�(�o�(�q�¸�€�@�£�|�o�€�¸�H�(�€���|�ü�£� �€�|�@�€�Ã� � �«�ü�f�ü�€�Ã�q�M�Ü�(�£�«�M�¸�ã�Š�€

calling on the Swedish government to “condemn 

�T�«�£�ü�(�f�Ç�«�€�ü���¸�M�|�q�«�€�M�q�€�H�ü�í�ü�Š�€�£�(�«�À�o�(�€�M�¸�«�€�«�À� � �|�£�¸�€�@�|�£�€

UNRWA, and act to increase pressure on Israel 

�¸�|�€���|�o� �f�ã�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�M�q�¸�(�£�q�ü�¸�M�|�q�ü�f�€�f�ü�Ý�Å�‰�€�G�À�£�¸�H�(�£�o�|�£�(�Š�€

�¸�H�(�€�o�(�o���(�£�«�€�T�€�«� �(�ü�c�€�¸�|�€�£�(�@�(�£�€�o�(�€�¸�|�€�¸�H�(�€�«�M�â�€�v�|�£-

wegian universities that have severed ties with 

���|�o� �f�M���M�¸�€�T�«�£�ü�(�f�M�€�M�q�«�¸�M�¸�À�¸�M�|�q�«�‰�€�T�@�€�¸�H�(�ã�€���ü�q�€� �|�€�M�¸�Š�€�¸�H�(�€

LSFP members wonder, what is stopping Lund 

University from doing the same?

Photo by Victor Pressfeldt | Lund Students 

for Palestine

���«�€ �¸�H�(�€ �«�M�¸�À�ü�¸�M�|�q�€ �M�q�€ �H�ü�í�ü�«�ü�q� �€ �¥�ü�f�(�«�¸�M�q�(�€ �ü�«�€ �ü�€

whole—has evolved, the methods LSFP has used 

�¸�|�€�«�¸�£�M�Ü�(�€�@�|�£�€�M�¸�«�€�A�|�ü�f�«�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€���H�ü�q�A�(� �‰�€��� � �M�¸�M�|�q�ü�f�f�ã�Š�€

the members I meet tell me: “We have general 

meetings every week, and something about the 

�o�|�Ü�(�o�(�q�¸�€���H�ü�q�A�(�«�€�(�Ü�(�£�ã�€�«�M�q�A�f�(�€�Ý�(�(�c�‰�Å�€���f�o�|�«�¸�€

two years down the line, LSFP has tried everything 

from permitted demonstrations and marches 

to hosting lectures, submitting motions at the 

student nations and unions, and participating 

in the Palestinagård encampment in the spring 

�|�@�€�'�%�'�)�‰�€���q�|�¸�H�(�£�€�c�(�ã�€� �ü�£�¸�€�|�@�€�M�¸�«�€�«�¸�£�ü�¸�(�A�ã�€�M�«�€���|�|� -

eration with other, similar movements and 

�|�£�A�ü�q�M�«�ü�¸�M�|�q�«�«�«�À���H�€�ü�«�€�t�ü�f�o�‡�€�°�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€�@�|�£�€�¥�ü�f-

�(�«�¸�M�q�(�€�¶�t�°�G�¥�·�€�ü�q� �€�j�À�q� �€�����ü� �(�o�M���«�€�@�|�£�€�¥�ü�f�(�«�¸�M�q�(�€

�¶�j�Ã���¥�·�‰�€�•�q�(�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�o�(�o���(�£�«�€�T�€�o�(�(�¸�€�«�ü�ã�«�‹�€�Ä�à�(�€�ü�£�(�€

people with ideas, time, and energy, but we have 

�q�|�¸�H�M�q�A�€�(�f�«�(�‰�€�j�M�c�(�Š�€�Ý�(�€� �|�q�Ç�¸�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€�ü�€�«� �ü���(�Š�€�Ý�(�€� �|�q�Ç�¸�€

have money, so we really rely heavily on the com -

�o�À�q�M�¸�ã�‰�€���q� �€�Ý�(�€�f�(�ü�£�q�€�ü�€�f�|�¸�€�@�£�|�o�€�¸�H�(�o�‰�€�T�€�¸�H�M�q�c�€�¸�H�(�ã�€

�f�(�ü�£�q�€�ü�€�f�|�¸�€�@�£�|�o�€�À�«�‰�Å

As we move toward the end of the interview and I 

ask the members to tell me about the results they 

have seen from the university and its students, 

�T�€�ü�o�€�o�(�¸�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�ü�€�«�f�M�A�H�¸�€�ü�M�£�€�|�@�€� �M�«�M�f�f�À�«�M�|�q�o�(�q�¸�‰�€�Ä�T�€

think we're all aware that Lund University has 

taken the most aggressive stance against the Pal -

estine solidarity movement on campus in Sweden,” 

�|�q�(�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�o�€�¸�(�f�f�«�€�o�(�‰�€�O�|�Ý�(�Ü�(�£�Š�€�Ý�H�M�f�(�€�¸�H�(�ã�€�«�(�(�o�€

pessimistic about their chances of progress with 

the University and its leadership—whom they 

have contacted repeatedly, to no avail—they are 

more positive about the impact they can have by 

collaborating with similar movements around 

�°�Ý�(� �(�q�‰�€�¼�H�(�ã�€�¸�(�f�f�€�o�(�‹�€�Ä�Ý�H�M�f�(�€�Ý�(�€�o�M�A�H�¸�€�q�|�¸�€���(�€�ü���f�(�€

�¸�|�€�ò�M�q� �€���M�A�€�Ý�M�q�«�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�|�À�£�€�ü� �o�M�q�M�«�¸�£�ü�¸�M�|�q�Š�€�Ý�(�€���ü�q�€

use what we have to support the other schools 

�ü�q� �€�H�|� �(�@�À�f�f�ã�Š�€�(�Ü�(�q�¸�À�ü�f�f�ã�Š�€�j�À�q� �€�Ý�M�f�f�€�¸�H�(�q�€�@�|�f�f�|�Ý�Å�‰

Looking to the future, the LSFP members tell 

�o�(�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�ò�M�q� �M�q�A�€�ü�€�Ý�ü�ã�€�¸�|�€���ü�f�ü�q���(�€� �À�«�H�M�q�A�€�¸�H�(�M�£�€

demands with the university with fostering lon -

�A�(�Ü�M�¸�ã�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�o�|�Ü�(�o�(�q�¸�€�Ý�M�f�f�€���(�€���£�À���M�ü�f�‰�€�/�Ü�(�q�€�M�@�€

�¸�H�(�€ �ü� �o�M�q�M�«�¸�£�ü�¸�M�|�q�€ �Ý�(�£�(�€ �¸�|�€ �ü���¢�À�M�(�«���(�€ �¸�|�€ �¸�H�(�M�£�€

demands tomorrow, LSFP envisions a future in 

�Ý�H�M���H�€�M�¸�€�£�(�o�ü�M�q�«�€�|�q�€���ü�o� �À�«�‰�€���«�€�|�q�(�€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�M�q�¸�(�£-

�Ü�M�(�Ý�(�(�«�€� �À�¸�«�€�M�¸�‹�€�Ä�T�@�€�ü�€���(�ü�«�(�ò�M�£�(�€�Ý�(�£�(�€�¸�|�€���(�€�«�M�A�q�(� �€

�¸�|�o�|�£�£�|�Ý�Š�€ �(�Ü�(�q�€ �M�@�€ �¸�H�(�€ �T�%�G�€ �Ý�(�£�(�€ �¸�|�€ �f�(�ü�Ü�(�€ �H�ü�í�ü�€

�¸�|�o�|�£�£�|�Ý�Š�€�º�•�»�€�Ý�(�€�Ý�|�À�f� �€�q�|�¸�€�_�À�«�¸�€�«�À� � �(�q�f�ã�€� �M�«���ü�q� �‰�€

�v�|�‰�€���(���ü�À�«�(�Š�€�ü�A�ü�M�q�Š�€�|�À�£�€�H�|�£�M�í�|�q�€�M�«�€�¸�H�(�€�f�M���(�£�ü�¸�M�|�q�€

�|�@�€�¥�ü�f�(�«�¸�M�q�(�€�ü�q� �€�¸�H�(�€�(�q� �€�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�T�«�£�ü�(�f�M�€�|�����À� �ü�¸�M�|�q�‰�Å�€
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“[O]ur  horizon is 
the liberation of 
Palestine and the 
end of the Israeli  

occupation.”
 Speaking generally on the trend of youth activ-

ism around the world, they tell me that they 

believe young people are growing into a world 

�¸�H�(�ã�€�ò�M�q� �€�M�q���£�(�ü�«�M�q�A�f�ã�€� �M�@�ò�M���À�f�¸�€�¸�|�€�ü�����(� �¸�‰�€�G�ü���M�f�M-

tated by social media, young people have access 

�¸�|�€���À�£�£�(�q�¸�€�ü�ý�ü�M�£�«�€�ü�f�f�€�|�Ü�(�£�€�¸�H�(�€�Ý�|�£�f� �€�M�q�€�ü�q�€�À�q� �£�(��-

�(� �(�q�¸�(� �€�Ý�ü�ã�‰�€�•�q�(�€�Ý�ü�ã�€�¸�|�€� �(�ü�f�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�¸�H�M�«�€�M�«�€�¸�H�(�€�£�|�À�¸�(�€

that LSFP’s members have chosen: “We see the 

callousness of the socio-political order we’re 

�M�q�H�(�£�M�¸�M�q�A�Š�€�ü�q� �€�Ý�(�€�_�À�«�¸�€�£�(�@�À�«�(�€�¸�|�€�ü�����(� �¸�€�M�¸�€�ü�«�€�q�ü�¸�À�£�ü�f�‰�Å�€�€�€�€ 

Photo by Victor Pressfeldt | LSFP

LSFP’s Demands of 
Lund University

1. Make a statement in solidarity 

with Palestine that recognises 

the role of Academia.

2. Disclose and end all institutional 

�ü�q� �€�ò�M�q�ü�q���M�ü�f�€���|�f�f�ü���|�£�ü�¸�M�|�q�«�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€

Israeli institutions and companies 

complicit in Israeli occupation. 

3. Commit to economic, political and 

academic support of Palestinian 

educational systems, students, 

scholars and teachers.



�'�&The Perspective

“It’s In Their  Hands 
Now ”: South Africa’s 
Students and the 
Lived Reality  of 
Protest
�°�|�ò�M�ü�€�t�M�q�ü�€�¥�(�«�«�M�q�ü�€�å�€�•� �M�q�M�|�q�€�å�€�Ã�¥�G

“�º�•�»�€�M�¸�€�M�«�€�¸�M�o�(�€�@�|�£�€�q�(�Ý�€�H�ü�q� �«�€�¸�|�€�f�M�@�¸�€�¸�H�(�€���À�£� �(�q�«�‰�€

�T�¸�Ç�«�€�M�q�€�ã�|�À�£�€�H�ü�q� �«�€�q�|�Ý�‰�Å�€�à�M�¸�H�€�¸�H�(�«�(�€�Ý�|�£� �«�Š�€�v�(�f-

�«�|�q�€�t�ü�q� �(�f�ü�€� �ü�«�«�(� �€�¸�H�(�€�¸�|�£���H�€�¸�|�€�ü�€�ã�|�À�q�A�(�£�€

generation of South Africans, urging them to 

�«�H�ü� �(�€�¸�H�(�€���|�À�q�¸�£�ã�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�M�£�€�|�Ý�q�€�M�o�ü�A�(�‰�€�O�M�«�€�A�£�ü�q� -

children—today’s youth—have not taken this task 

�f�M�A�H�¸�f�ã�‰�€�G�£�|�o�€�£�(�«�M�«�¸�M�q�A�€���|�f�|�q�M�ü�f�M�«�o�€�ü�q� �€�ü� �ü�£�¸�H�(�M� �€

to challenging the soaring costs of education 

�¸�H�£�|�À�A�H�€�¸�H�(�€�–�G�(�(�«�t�À�«�¸�G�ü�f�f�€�o�|�Ü�(�o�(�q�¸�Š�€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€

have remained at the heart of South Africa’s 

�«�¸�|�£�ã�€�|�@�€�£�(�«�M�«�¸�ü�q���(�‰�€�¼�H�(�ã�€�ü�£�(�€�q�|�¸�€�«�M�o� �f�ã�€�«�À�����(�«-

sors to their elders; they are innovators who add 

�¸�H�(�M�£�€�|�Ý�q�€�«� �ü�£�c�Š�€�@�(�(� �M�q�A�€�¸�H�(�€���ü�o�(�€�|�@�€� �(���ü� �(�«�€�|�@�€

�À�q���£�(�ü�c�ü���f�(�€�@�|�£�¸�M�¸�À� �(�‰

Every year, the streets of Johannesburg, Cape 

Town, Durban, and other cities come alive with the 

�Ü�|�M���(�«�€�|�@�€�ã�|�À�q�A�€� �£�|�¸�(�«�¸�(�£�«�‰�€���À�¸�€�¸�|�€� �M�«�o�M�«�«�€�¸�H�(�«�(�€

moments as ‘just politics’ is to miss the human 

�«�¸�|�£�ã�€���(�H�M�q� �€�¸�H�(�o�‰�€�¥�£�|�¸�(�«�¸�«�€�ü�£�(�€�f�M�Ü�(� �€�(�â� �(�£�M�(�q���(�«�‰�€

�¼�H�(�ã�€ �ü�£�(�€ �@�(�ü�£�€ �ü�q� �€ �(�â�H�M�f�ü�£�ü�¸�M�|�q�€ �M�q�€ �(�¢�À�ü�f�€ �o�(�ü�«-

�À�£�(�‰�€�¼�H�(�ã�€�f�(�ü�Ü�(�€�o�ü�£�c�«�€�q�|�¸�€�|�q�f�ã�€�|�q�€���ü�o� �À�«�(�«�Š�€���À�¸�€

on minds and bodies long after the placards are 

� �À�¸�€� �|�Ý�q�‰

What looks like 
‘chaos’ on a 

television screen 
is, for  those inside 

it, a cocktail  
of adrenaline 

and terror .
At the heart of student activism is a simple 

� �(�o�ü�q� �‹�€ �ü�€ �@�À�¸�À�£�(�‰�€ �G�|�£�€ �o�ü�q�ã�Š�€ �¸�H�ü�¸�€ �@�À�¸�À�£�(�€ �£�(�«�¸�«�€

on higher education—but in South Africa, 

�£�M�«�M�q�A�€ �¸�À�M�¸�M�|�q�€ �@�(�(�«�Š�€ �(�â���f�À�«�M�|�q�ü�£�ã�€ �ü���ü� �(�o�M���€

structures, and daily struggles of poverty make 

university more of a battleground than a ladder 

�|�@�€�|� � �|�£�¸�À�q�M�¸�ã�‰�€�–�G�(�(�«�t�À�«�¸�G�ü�f�f�€�Ý�ü�«�€���|�£�q�€�@�£�|�o�€�¸�H�M�«�€

���|�q�¸�£�ü� �M���¸�M�|�q�‹�€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€�ò�M�A�H�¸�M�q�A�€�@�|�£�€�ü�����(�«�«�€�¸�|�€�ü�q�€
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education that promised liberation but too often 

�£�(�M�q�@�|�£���(� �€�M�q�(�¢�À�ü�f�M�¸�ã�‰

Protests begin in unity—songs, chant, collective 

�(�q�(�£�A�ã�‰�€ ���À�¸�€ �¸�H�(�ã�€ � �|�€ �q�|�¸�€ �ü�f�Ý�ü�ã�«�€ �«�¸�ü�ã�€ � �(�ü���(�@�À�f�‰�€

�•�q���(�€� �|�f�M���(�€�ü�q� �€� �£�M�Ü�ü�¸�(�€�«�(���À�£�M�¸�ã�€�(�q�¸�(�£�€���ü�o� �À�«�(�«�Š�€

tear gas and rubber bullets turn assemblies 

�M�q�¸�|�€ ���ü�¸�¸�f�(�ò�M�(�f� �«�‰�€ �à�H�ü�¸�€ �f�|�|�c�«�€ �f�M�c�(�€ �Æ���H�ü�|�«�Ç�€ �|�q�€ �ü�€

television screen is, for those inside it, a cockta il 

�|�@�€�ü� �£�(�q�ü�f�M�q�(�€�ü�q� �€�¸�(�£�£�|�£�‰�€�T�¸�€�M�«�€�¸�H�(�€�¸�H�£�M�f�f�€�|�@�€�£�ü�M�«�M�q�A�€

�¥�H�|�¸�|�€���ã�€�t�ã�|�f�M�«�M�€�å�€���€�A�£�|�À� �€�|�@�€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€�£�ü�M�«�(�€�¸�H�(�M�£�€�H�ü�q� �«�€�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�ü�M�£�€�¸�|�€�«�M�A�q�ü�f�€�¸�H�ü�¸�€�¸�H�(�ã�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€���|�o�(�€�M�q�€� �(�ü���(�€

�å�€�à�M�c�M�o�(� �M�ü�€���|�o�o�|�q�«�€�å�€�����€���æ�©�°���€�)�‰�%

your voice together—and the fear that this voice 

might cost you your degree, your freedom, or 

�ã�|�À�£�€�«�ü�@�(�¸�ã�‰�€���q� �€�(�â� �(�£�M�(�q���(�«�€�ü�£�(�€�q�|�¸�€�¸�H�(�€�«�ü�o�(�€

�@�|�£�€�(�Ü�(�£�ã�|�q�(�‰�€�à�|�o�(�q�€�ü�q� �€�¢�À�(�(�£�€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€�H�ü�Ü�(�€

spoken of a heightened feeling of vulnerability: 

confronting not only the force of the state, but 

�ü�f�«�|�€� �ü�¸�£�M�ü�£���H�ü�f�€� �ã�q�ü�o�M���«�€�Ý�M�¸�H�M�q�€�ü���¸�M�Ü�M�«�¸�€�«� �ü���(�«�‰�€

Yet, they remain at the forefront, challenging 

�(�â���f�À�«�M�|�q�€���|�¸�H�€�|�À�¸�«�M� �(�€�ü�q� �€�Ý�M�¸�H�M�q�€�¸�H�(�€�o�|�Ü�(�o�(�q�¸�‰

Unfortunately, universities are never neutral 

�M�q�€�¸�H�(�«�(�€�«�¸�£�À�A�A�f�(�«�‰�€���ã�€�«�(�¸�¸�M�q�A�€�H�M�A�H�€�@�(�(�«�Š�€� �|�f�M���M�q�A�€

student behaviour, or ignoring calls for trans -

formation, they inadvertently politicise their 

�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€�f�|�q�A�€���(�@�|�£�(�€�¸�H�(�€�ò�M�£�«�¸�€�o�ü�£���H�€���(�A�M�q�«�‰�€�¼�H�(�€

�¢�À�(�«�¸�M�|�q�€�M�«�‹�€� �|�€�¸�H�(�ã�€�(�q�A�ü�A�(�€�Ý�M�¸�H�€�¸�H�M�«�€� �|�f�M�¸�M���M�«�ü�¸�M�|�q�€

in a way that fosters constructive dialogue, or do 

they default to repression? Too often, the swift 

�ü�q�«�Ý�(�£�€�H�ü�«�€���(�(�q�€�¸�|�€�«�(���À�£�M�¸�M�«�(�‰�€���ü�o� �À�«�(�«�€�£�M�q�A�(� �€

with police tape, lectures disrupted by stun gre  

nades—these are not images of education, but 

�|�@�€ ���|�q�@�£�|�q�¸�ü�¸�M�|�q�‰�€ �æ�(�¸�€ �¸�H�(�£�(�€ �ü�£�(�€ �ü�f�¸�(�£�q�ü�¸�M�Ü�(�«�‰�€

Students have repeatedly said that what they 

wanted was recognition, dialogue, and space to 

���(�€�H�(�ü�£� �‰�€�T�q�«�¸�(�ü� �€�|�@�€�£�M�|�¸�€�«�H�M�(�f� �«�Š�€�À�q�M�Ü�(�£�«�M�¸�M�(�«�€���|�À�f� �€

provide mediation forums, open assemblies, or 

early intervention platforms where grievances 

�ü�£�(�€�ü�M�£�(� �€���(�@�|�£�(�€�¸�(�q�«�M�|�q�«�€���|�M�f�€�|�Ü�(�£�‰�€
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providing mental health support for those carry -

�M�q�A�€�¸�£�ü�À�o�ü�Š�€�(�q�«�À�£�M�q�A�€�(�â� �(�f�f�(� �€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�€�ü�£�(�€�q�|�¸�€

���|�q� �(�o�q�(� �€�¸�|�€�f�M�@�(�f�|�q�A�€�(�â���f�À�«�M�|�q�Š�€�ü�q� �€�£�(���|�A�q�M�«�M�q�A�€

that student wellbeing is inseparable from stu -
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For some, the memory is one of pride: of having 
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For others, it is one of wounds: sleepless nights, 
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ing to their dorm rooms with tear gas still stinging 
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 Some speak of replaying the scenes in their 

minds—the rush of running from rubber bullets, 

the sound of a fellow student being dragged into 
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Trauma has a way of following them, showing up 

in panic attacks, in the inability to focus in clas s, 
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some, activism becomes a source of meaning, a 
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strength in solidarity, in knowing that others felt  
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testers often speak of the movement as a ‘family’, 

one that feeds them in more ways than one—liter -

ally with meals shared when money ran out, and 
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dents return to their studies determined, their 
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by arrests, suspensions, or the invisible weight of  

�o�(�q�¸�ü�f�€�«�¸�£�ü�M�q�‰�€�G�|�£�€�Ý�|�o�(�q�€�ü�q� �€�¢�À�(�(�£�€�«�¸�À� �(�q�¸�«�Š�€�¸�H�(�€

�«���ü�£�«�€�ü�£�(�€�|�@�¸�(�q�€� �|�À���f�(� �‹�€�ò�M�A�H�¸�M�q�A�€���|�¸�H�€�¸�H�(�€�Ü�M�|�f�(�q���(�€

�|�@�€�¸�H�(�€�«�¸�ü�¸�(�€�ü�q� �€�¸�H�(�€�M�q�¸�(�£�q�ü�f�M�«�(� �€�(�â���f�À�«�M�|�q�«�€�Ý�M�¸�H�M�q�€

�¸�H�(�M�£�€�|�Ý�q�€�o�|�Ü�(�o�(�q�¸�«�‰�€�¼�H�M�«�€�M�«�€�Ý�H�ã�€�£�(�o�(�o���(�£�M�q�A�€

� �£�|�¸�(�«�¸�€�ü�«�€�ü�€�f�M�Ü�(� �€�(�â� �(�£�M�(�q���(�€�o�ü�¸�¸�(�£�«�‰�€���(���ü�À�«�(�€

beyond the headlines about ‘violent clashes’ or 
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events in their bodies long after the world has 
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that inspire a generation can also leave it trem -
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Activists cooked for one another, shared lec -
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relations between students and institutions, it 

can also build stronger ties among those who 
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They are part of a longer lineage of resistance in 

a country where young people have always been 
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democracy is not static—it must be renewed and 
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test’ is a student who went home that night with 

rubber bullet scars, or one who sang through the 
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youth have taken up that challenge, not only by 

demanding change but by showing us that activ -
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are not simply moments of disruption—they are 

acts of courage, carrying the weight of both past 
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